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MUSIC-RADIO FINISH FIGHT 





‘Dempsey-Schmeling Fight at Sea on 
Deluxe Cruise ls a Chicago Dream 








Chicago, Aug. 1. 
A sea-going championship fight 
between Jack Dempsey and Max 


Schmeling may be staged aboard a 
transatlantic liner as part of a big 
sportsmen’s cruise, with ringside 


“seats at $2,000 each. Allowing that 


it’s fantastic they are nevertheless 
talking about it here. 

Advocates of this deluxe voyage 
include the former captain of a fa- 
mous English liner. Skipper, with 
full gold braid and epaulets, has 
been around LaSalle street explain- 
ing the proposition. Dempsey and 
Schmeling are reported willing 
though not signed by those inter- 


“ested. 


Promoters mention a passenger 
list of 4,000 to take a two weeks 
ocean jaunt during which the 
fisticuff affair would.be staged. And 
the Prince of Wales is mentioned 
as a guest. At least he will be in- 
vited. Royalty is rather prominent- 
ly mentioned in the promotional 
propaganda. 

Emil Rose, local financier, denied 


(Continued on page 37) 


Depresh Forces Okay 
On Sunday Dancing 
At Jersey Resort 


Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 1. 

Dancing on Sunday at the Asbury 
Park Casino on the boardwalk 
went in for the first time in 
history sans advertising or bally- 
hoo of any kind. Attendants quietly 
told couples gathered to hear the 
usual Sunday afternoon presenta- 
tion by Jules Jaffee’s band, that 
they could dance. 

Reason for sneaking in the dance 
stuff is because the church crowd 
at Asbury have for years frowned 
upon Sunday creeping on the board- 
walk. It’s their pet peeve. Dancing 
-_in nite clubs, theatres and hotels 
~foes unheeded, but the Bible bunch 
have always killed any attempt at 
‘the Casino. In years past when the 
place got a big play during the week 
Casino officials never cared partic- 
ularly whether dancing was allowed 
or not as it cost 50c. to enter and 
listen to the music. 

But now there’s some talk of a 
depression and the boys want some- 
thing for that half buck. 

No holler as yet. 











_Coast’s Radio Roulette 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Latest to cash in on police broad- 
casting is a local music store which 
ha: put out a radio roulette game 
to spur sales of its low-wave re- 
ceiving sets. 

Operation is similar to roulette, 
except that payoff is made on the 
type of call. Air instructions to go 
after a purse-snatcher yield 20 to 1 
top odds, and drunk and disorderly 
to 2 pay-off. 


Light Wines and Beer for 


jand figured a novelty business get- 











Theatres if Repeal Passes 


Bars for theatres, along European 
lines, is a thought in show circles, 
depending upon prohibition repeal. 

Any such undertaking will prob- 
ably be restricted to light wines and 
beer plus supervision. It’s a ges- 
ture toward the old music hall days 


ter for a time at least. 


NO FREE AIRING 
FOR POLITICO 
PALAVER 


Both national networks have 
agreed to shut down on all political 
palaver after today (2), unless it’s 
on a cash basis. Campaign heads 
of the two major parties were 
notified to that effect last week in 
letters from NBC and Columbia. 
Only exception to that rule allowed 
by the chains is the Hoover notifi- 
cation ccremonies, scheduled for 
Aug. 11. 

Apparently apprised of what was 
in the wind, the Democratic cam- 











paign headquarters worked fast and 
got the networks to come through 
with several gratis periods just be- 
fore the coin or else order went into 
effect. As a result Senator Pat Har- 
rison obtained a hearing Friday (29) 
over CBS, and the next night the 
network accorded a similar half- 
hour courtesy to James A. Farley, 
the Roosevelt campaign manager. 
Same pair had been offered to 
the opposition chain, but NBC re- 
torted that it would have to be 


(Continued on page 54) 





B’way Beauts No Like 


’Plane Peeping Downers 


Long Branch, N. J., Aug. 1. 

The sun isn’t the only thing that 
burns solarium users at the swank 
Hollywood Beach Club, Long 
Branch. Low flying 'planes fly over 
the club on every clear day w..h 
sightseers. 

Harry Reicher, prop of the club, 
says one local airport is advertising 
flights thusly: ‘See the Broadway 
beauties take their sun baths.’ 

The club has a large Broadway 
membership. Al Boasberg is prez. 





DEPT. STORE 1-NITER 








Jamaica, L. I., Aug. 1. 

Local Montgomery Ward store} 
uses vaudeville acts on Friday eve- | 
nings. 
Store keeps open until 9 p. m. | 


on those nights, ‘ 


‘DIO REJECTS 
COMPROMISE BI 


Publishers Give Broad- 
casters Until Sept. 1 to 
Work Out Satisfactory 
Deal — Otherwise All 
Copyright Music With- 
drawn from Air — Indi- 
vidual Licensing System 
Will Be Followed—Will 
Try to Fight Radio Propa- 
ganda Via Newspapers in 
Reaching Public 


POP MUSIC OFF AIR 








It’s a fight to the finish between 
Radio and Tin Pan Alley. 


Radio has until Sept. 1 te make 
up its mind concerning the use of 
copyrighted music for broadcasting. 
It will just as well please the music 
men if radio laid off popularizing or 
exploiting songs via the ether. 


This is the ultimatum by the music 
men, through their American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, to the radio interests’ 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers. 

This all follows, the N. A. B.’s 
turndown: of a former compromise 
offer of $1,250,000 royalties per an- 

(Continued on page 48) 


FILM EXTRAS TURN TO 
ADVERTISING ‘STILLS’ 


Film extras who established them- 
selves in the east during Par- 
amount’s operation of its Astoria 
studio, or through shorts around 
New York, as well as players from 
legit, are ekeing out an existence 
working for commercial advertisers. 

This has developed as a field 
through increased use of group or 
tableau photographs in advertising. 
Subject people are booked the same 
as for extra film work. Assign- 
ment often calls for location trips, 
such as country clubs, etc. 

Cigarette and automobile firms 
most active in use of this type of 
advertising. 

Magazines are also going in more 
for photographs to illustrate stories, 
with some employment coming from 
that direction. 


Sorry He Won 














One flareback of the theatre 
contest idea of giving away an 
automobile at a matinee re- 
sulted when a salesman sup- 
posed to be calling on cus- 
tomers, won the car. 

Sales manager saw report of 
his luck in newspapers and 
gave him lots of additional 
time to see matinees, 

















Schumann-Heink’s Tour 
Under F.&M. Auspices 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 


After her two weeks at the Fox 
here and in Oakland, Fancho & 
Marco is sending Mme. Schumann- 
Heink on an extended tour to in- 
clude San Jose and Fresno, Seattle, 
Portland, Vancouver, Denver and 
Sacramento. These are special 
dates and not in an F. & M. unit. 

After Sacramento the diva is due 
to give a concert in Los Angeles, 


GOLD RUSH IS 
RENO'S 3D FLOP 
THIS SUMMER 


eee 





Reno, Aug. 1. 

Nevada's governor is through en- 
dorsing things. Heeding the pleas 
of a high-powered promoter, Gov- 
ernor. Baizer signed a lot of letters 
and other documents telling the 
world that Reno was going to stage 
a show July 21-23 that would make 
western history. 

Called the ‘Gold Rush,’ affair was 
to be built around historical fea- 
tures of the days of ’49. 

The promoter, James G. Rohan, 
of Oakland, Cal., sold the idea to 
the Governor but failed to sell it to 
anyone else except three or four 
prospective performers from Los 
Angeles. 

Rohan is in jail for issuing 
worthless checks and there are be- 
tween $2,000 and $3,000 worth of 


(Continued on page 39) 





Dutch Seaside Rescuers 
In Dutch with New Racket 


The Hague, July 25. 
The heat- wave is responsible for 
a new kind of blackmail racket es- 
pecially in Rotterdam and The 
Hague. Vamp-sirens on the beach 
and around the swimming pools 
pretend that they are uneble to 
swim. Gallant knights dive to 
rescue and when they hold the 
‘rescued’ in their arms an incrim- 
inating snapshot is taken by one 
of the gang. 
It happens too often that the gal- 
lant rescuers are married men or 
affianced and thus easy prey. 
Police are warning the public via 
the press, 





Cent a Mile 
Des Moines, Ia., Aug. 1. 
Iowa State fair, Aug. 24-Sept. 2, 
will get special excursion rates as 
low as one cent a mile on railroads, 





and special bus fares. 








CBS $6,000,000, NBC $8,000,000, 
Are Estimated Increases for 1932 


+ 





Columbia Broadcasting for the 
first six months of 1932 showed a 
gain of over $2,500,000 in revenue 
from facilities sales as compared to 
the like period of the preceding 
year. Brought down to decimal 
points the increase figures 52%, or 
a matter of 30% better than rolled 
up by the opposition chain over the 
same stretch of time. NBC jump 
totalled close to $3,000,000. 

Amount taken in by CBS from 
January 1 to the end of June, this 
year, came to $7,699,982, as against 
the previous semi-annual tally of 
$5,058,606 for the same period. NBC 
grossed through the former period 
$15,109,645, while the take on the 
first six months of 1931 added up to 
$12,344,632, 

Despite the fact that the July in- 
come slipped off badly in compari- 
son with the other monthly gains 
made this year, and that August is 
expected to turn out a worse crop- 
per, Columbia, is safely estimated 
to come through 1932 with a boost 
of at least $6,000,C00, and a gross 
income of around $16,000,000. On 
the basis of the tilt shown up to the 
first of July, it ‘s figured the year 
1932 will end for NBC with a gross 


(Continued on page 35) 


Acts as Own Shill 
For Revival of Peep 
Show After 24 Yrs. 


Milwaukee, Aug. 1. 


Otto L. Meister, veteran local 
showman, who, in 1908, opened the 
Vaudette, a nickelodeon, has turned 
back the pages 24 years by opening 
another peep show on the site of his 
original venture, just off the main 
stem. 

While there are now 180 machines 
for the peepers, instead of the 20 
available in the original layout, the 
general atmosphere is the same. In 
keeping with this modern day, a 
radio provides music in place of the 
former mechanical piano. 

Meister personally circulates 
through the arcade with pockets 
bulging with nickels, taking sundry 
peeps and shots with the electric 
rifle as an inducement to others to 
do likewise. 











Boxers at 25c 


Bill Duffy is using the old May- 
fair Gardens on 47th street, as a 
25c-a-look training exhibition for 
his boxers. Cabaret suffered a fire 
a fortnight ago and Duffy immedi«- 
ately took it over to house the 
Italian Olympic boxing team, later 
converting it into a_ pugilistic 
exhibit. 

First time a Broadway spot has 
been thus utilized at a popular 
admish, 
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25,000 IN FILMS, 
BUT ONLY 650, 


BY CONTRACT 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

In Hollywood's colony, 
which has almost 25,000 persons de- 
pending on picture production for 
their existence, there are less than 
650 people — executives, players, 
writers and technicians—who have 
contracts assuring them of employ- 
ment for any real period of time. 

Of these 650 about 570 are under 
é¢ontract to major studios, the oth-' 
ers being tied to independent pro- 
ducers and _ studios, That leaves 
over 24,000 working on a week-to- 
week basis and, for the most part, 
gambling on thefr returns. 

Of the total number contracted, 
75% are never further away from 
option ‘time “than six months; 15%, 
hold three month contracts, while. 
the remainin: 10%. have tickets! 
calling for over six months. 

Metro’s Big List - 

Longest contract list is at Metro, 
where there are 134 termers. Of the’ 
total 10 are execs, 17 are stars, 17) 
directors, 42 featured players and) 
48 writers. Next in number is Par-: 
amount, with 11 execs, 13 stars, 39 
featured players, 27. directors and 
36 writers. , 

Fox follows with 17 execs, 3 
stars, 34 featured pmyers, 15 writ-' 
ers and 15 directors, a total of 84. 

B-FN have 72 contractees on the: 
Burbank lot. Division is 6 execs, 13, 
stars, 18 featured players, 16 direc-' 
tors and 19. writers. Radio is next 
with 66, of which 7 are execs, 30 
are players, 16 writers and 13 direc-i 
tors. 

Universal's contracted people to-! 
tal 35; 9 are execs, 2 are stars, 9, 
featured players, 7 directors and 8 
writers. Columbia follows with 24 
—5 execs, 7 writers and 6 each of 
players and directors. Roach has 23; 
people under contract, including 17 
players, 3 directors and 3 execs. 
United ArtistS tails the list with 7, 
players, 1 director, 1 writer and 3! 
execs divided between Sam Goldwyn 
and Joseph» M, Schenck, a total, 
of 12. 


Hays Office ‘No’s’ 
43,036 Olympic: 
Studio Crashers. 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Keeping a record of the num- 
ber of Olympic visitors turned 
down on requests to visit studios 
during the games, Hays office rec- | 
ords show that 43,036 have so far 
drawn blanks. 

Of this number, 40,317 were in 
organized groups, here either di- 
rectly for the games or conventions 
spotted during the events. 

By arrangement with the studios, 
all such requests go to the Pro- 
ducers’ organization, to avoid pos- 
sible adverse criticism to the in- 
dividual companies. 
| 


Lopez Band Added to 
Par’s ‘Big Broadcast’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Paramount has engaged the Vin- 
cent Lopez band for ‘The Big 
Broadcast.’ 

Footage on the Lopez combo will 
be madé-in the east. Guy Lom- 
bardo band was to have been in 
the picture, but clashed over bill- 
ing with Bing Crosby. 





picture 














Kerrigan on Air 
Joseph M. Kerrigan, legit and for- 
mer Fox contract player, is trans- 
ferring to the air to broadcast for 


NBC. 

Kerrigan, in New York to arrange 
for a tie-up with the network, left 
Thursday (28) to return to the 


coast for about three weeks to clear 
up personal matters there. 


TWO FOR ERWIN 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 





Paramount is having two original | 


stories prepared by contract writers | 
for Stuart Erwin. 

Malcolm Stuart Boylan and Har- | 
vey. Gaites are working on one, 
and Claude Binyon on the other. 


| direct. 


. 


' paring a yarn for her,’ as is: Mal-. 


d Skipworth and’ Erwin. 


7 





Medbury Thinking | 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
John P. Medbury a year ago 
anticipated the arrival of his 
|| wife’s relatives for the Olym- 
So he purchased a 


| pic events, } 
miles from |! 


chicken ranch, 15 


cupy the Hollywood home un- 
disturbed, and not crowded. 


LANGDON, EDWARDS, 
SCHNOZ-M-G SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

















Cliff Edwards 
Haines feature, is negotiating an 
extension of the contract. Desires 
to team Edwards and Harry Lang- 
don with. Jimmy Durante for several! 
comedies with musical backgrounds., 
For next season’s program. H 
Meantime, Edwards will have a 
featured part in ‘Let’s Go,’ starring: 
William Haines. Harry Pollard will, 


Ike’ 


Bren & Orsatti handled the deal.! 


Goldwyn’s Girly Prolog 
For ‘Kid from Spain’ 








Hollywood, ’ Aug. aire 
Sam. Goldwyn will use 16 of the! 
75 chorus girls in the Eddie Cantor | 
picture; ‘Kid rom Spain,’ in a | 


the film. 

Line of girls will be augmented 
by vaude acts and labelled ‘Gold- 
wyn’s Girls.’ 





Par Frames Three Yarns — 
For Allison Skipworth 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
‘Madame Racketeer,’ Allison Skip-; 
worth’s first starring picture for; 
Paramount,.has -the. studio prepar- | 
ing three other stories for her. 
Lioyd Corrigan, director, is ‘pre-' 


colm: ‘Boylan and Harvey Gates. 
i} Both stories have her teamed with 
Stuart Erwin. ‘Claude Binyon is; 
also. working: ona story for Miss: 


id 





ANOTHER BARRYMORE | 





Samuel Colt, Ethel’s Son, in Col’s 
Football Film 





Hollywood, Aug. 1 
Another Barrymore has landed in 
pictures. Samuel Blythe Colt, son 
of Ethel Barrymore, is spotted in 
Columbia’s ‘That’s My Boy.’ 
Young Colt goes in as a football 
player. 





Jap Girl Signed 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Now playing a'small part in Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Bitter Tea of General 
Yen, Toshia Mori, 19-year-old 
Japanese girl, daughter of a local 
physician; draws a term contract 
from that studio. Intention is to 
feature her in Oriental pictures. 
Girl, born in Japan, has lived here 
10 years. She had _ occasionally 
played extra’ parts. 





Object to ‘Kongo’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

With the Hays organization ob- 
jecting to the title, Metro is seeking 
a new one for ‘Kongo.’ 

Lupe Velez and Conrad Nagel will 
be in support of Walter Huston in 
this picture. 


AKERSON STILL AT PAR 


George Akerson remains’ with 
Paramount, making his present 
headquarters at the company’s home 
office in New York. Whether he will 
return after once joining President 
Hoover's campaign committee is not 
known. This will probably occur 
around Aug. 15. 

Akerson’s contract has nearly two 
years to go, 


SALLY 0’NEILL’S QUICKIE 


Sally O'Neill had her appendix 
removed in New York about 10 days 
Film actress went under the 








azo. 


knife at 


here. When seven of them ar- j 
rived by motor from St. Louis 
they were immediately as- 
signed to ‘quarters at the 
ranch; 

Medbury and the Mrs. oc- 


“Metro, which is bringing ‘Ukelele||. 
back for a!| 


stage prolog to be sent on tour with] 

















‘WILL MAHONEY 


Now at Fox's, Oakland, California. 
Will Rogers in the Los Angeles 


‘Examiner,’ said: “Grauman has a 
wonderful prologue. He has Will} w 
Mahoney, just about the cleveérest 
one man actor in vaudeville and 
musical comedy. Mahoney plays 
the xylophone better with his feet 
than I havé: ever heard it: played’ 
‘With hands. He was such a hit, he 
just: about knocked old. Hollywood 
batty.” 
. Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM. 
1560 Broadway 


"5Y-Hour Combo 
Candy for 1c 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Bitter price war is being staged 
in Belvedere Gardens, suburb, with 
F-WC lined up against a couple of 
strong indie exhibs, and with the 
pay customers reaping the profits. 
Admission slashing started when 
United. Artists (F-WC) . cut 400 
main floor seats to 15a, with. bal-’ 
ance at. 25c. 

Strand, indie house, in same zon- 
ing, ,countered by .bogsting estab- 
lished price from 20¢ to. 30c, but 
selling around 95% of the house at 
15c. Boulevard, another indie, 











| tilted top to 40c, to secure product 
' | breaks, but with most seats at 10c. 


Strand came back: by putting ori 
stage shows, including five: acts of 


| vaude and a band; gave away free 


ice eream and candy, ‘and not only 
showed double features, but also put 
on so many shorts: that the night 
show. frequently: ran frem = 6.30 
until after 11. 


RAPF GETS YEAR LEAVE, 
PLANS REST. IN EUROPE 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Harry . Rapf,.. Metro 








of a nervous breakdown for more 
than two months, has been granted 


pay by Nick. Schenck, president ef |, 
Loew’s. 


tage, Sanitarium at. Santa. Barbara, 
will probably go abroad and remain 
over for the winter. His duties are 
being divided. among the other pro- 
ducers.on the lot. .,. 

Rapf has .been with Metro since 
Louis Mayer. took charge in 1924, 


Kate Smith—P 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Paramount is on the lookout for 


a story with a radio studio back- 
ground for Kate Smith. 











ACADEMY ADDS 5 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
First group of new members en- 
rolled in the Academy’s drive to ob- 
tain. all contract. people involved in 
the new Producers’ agreement are 
all directors. 
List .comprises: Howard Hawks, 
Eddie Buzzell, William Wyler, 
James Whale, and Edgar Selwyn. 





Trademarking Claudia 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Claudia Dell will pose. for the 





|: 
the Medical Arts hospital. 
‘a She was discharged after eight 


days. 


‘trade mark to be used on 30 features 
released by World Wide this season. | (Bremen). j 


‘| ception ' of ’ 





Voice Appeal 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Entertaining 250 femme 
Olympic entrants, Fox studio 
execs received a surprise when 
John Boles was accorded the 
biggest ovation of any of the 
stars presented to the girls at 
the luncheon. 


troduction the girls demanded 
that Boles sing ‘Sylvia,’. the 
number he has used on all his 
broadcasts. 


AGENTS AGAIN’ BARRED 
OFF WARNER-N LOT 


‘Hallywood, Aug. 1. 

Jack. Warner has ageain barred 
agents off the Warner-First Na-; 
tional lot. 

Instructions issued Thursday (28),; 

were that al] agents must transact! 
their business through the Rufus: 
LeMaire office (casting). None will 
be permitted, to visit offices of pro- ||, 
ducers, writers or directors, nor can; 
they visit the actors whom they: 
represent.: (t's. 

















‘Hollywood, Aug. 1." } 
Enthused ‘over the preview re-| 
‘Horse’ Feathers” Para-! 
‘}mount is*:now preparing’ another: 
|| story’ for the Marx Brothers' which | 
will probably go into production 








producer; | 
away from the studio as the result |, 


@ year’s leave of. absence with full |}. 


Rapf, just returned from the Cot- | 


of: going east for picture house 
personals. 





Court Orders Trial 
On ‘Lynton’ Allegation 
First argument in the action: of 
Edward Sheldon and .Margaret 
Ayer Barnes, authors of ‘Dishonored 
Lady,’ -whq..allege, that. , Metro's 
‘Letty Lynton’ was, pirated from: the 
play, was heard by. Judge, Goddard 
in. the Federal. Court, New. York, 
last week. While an application for 
a, temporary, injunction to restrain 
exhibition of the. film ,was, not 
granted, the court ruled that the 
papers were sufficient to, warrant 
immediate trial. 

Accordingly, Judge Goddard Or- 
dered the case on the October cal- 
ender; M. L. Malevinsky, of O’Brien, 
Malevinsky and: Driscoll, appeared 
fer the complainants, png t 


Extra Work Jumps 200 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Number of working days last 
week for extras upped less than 
200 to 2,898, Friday being heaviest 
day, boasting 695 checks. 

Cecil B. De Mille with his ‘Sign 
of the Cross’ at Paramount, is the 
white hope of the mob, using 188 
people Friday (29). Extras pinning 
all anticipation on him. 








Bannister’s Legit, 


Harry Bannister, Ann. Harding’s 
ex, left for London Saturday (30) 
‘on a call from Gilbert Miller. 

He'll go into one of Millér’s Loni- 
don legit productions. 


HOOBLER FIT 

» + (Chicago, -Aug. 1... | 
,Don .Hoobler,,. of ..Paramount’s 
story department and obliged; to 
rest some months ago because of 
ill, health, .has .entirely . recovered 
and. reports for duty in September. 
Hoobler has been living with his 





family in Bloomington, Ill, since 
February. He has’ gained 30 
pounds. 





SAILINGS 


Aug. 10 (Plymouth to New York) 
Will Fyffe (Champlain). 

Aug. 6 (Montreal to Southamp- 
ton), James Whale, R. C. Sherriff 
(Empress of Britain). 

Aug. 5 (New York to London) 
Harry Crull (Europa). 

July 30 (New York to Paris), 
Harry Bannister, O. O. McIntyre’ 
(Ile de France). 

July 30 (New York to Stock- 
holm): Greta Garbo (Gripsholm). 

July 28 .(New York to sien 
Deems Taylor (De Grasse). 

July ‘27. (New .York to Paris). B. 





Moss, F. C. Coppicus, George he pir 


_ Tip off on the Boles popu- j 
larity came when after the in- ‘}; 


within the next five weeks. f 
Foursome has dropped the idea’ 


NBC INSURANCE 
AGAINST HLHAT 
FILM STARS 


Hollywood, Aug. 1, 
Insurance against temperamenta? 
film: stars is being taken' by NB@ 





‘in the shape of a stotk ‘company 


which will understudy picture plays 
ers, who, spotted in the weekly 
programs from Radio studio, might 
go high-hat at the last minute. 
Decision for an understudy troup 
followed a case of tempera ©ntitis 
by Constance Bennett, who threw 
a monkey wrench into the plana 
which called for her to supply @ 
major. part of the program, (22}% 
Result of the outburst was cutting 
her act down, with dnnouncéf 
forced to ad lib, and with an ‘extra 


orchestra number thrown in to my 
out . the. time.., iT 
Intention is to rehearse the seal 


: New Story for Marx Bros. company, in all dramatic bits and 
|Halts Proposed Personals 


skits. intended for the picture play« 
ers in the new picture-radio seriey 
so that despite a last minute mane 
ifestation of temperament, the show 
can still’ go on, ' | 


NEW FIRM LAUNCHES 
REUNITED LAUGH TRIO 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Reuniting Albert A, Vaughn, Kit 
Guard and Al Cooke as a two reel 
comedy trio for its first produce 
tion, Acme Pictures has been one 
ganized by J. L. Bass, N. A. ,Hene 
derson and T. F. Milligan. Idea 
is to produce six action features, 
six westerns and 12 two reel come- 
dies. Sh 
First two reeler starts .in. twa 
weeks with Howard Bretherton di- 
recting. . Script is by George Jeské 
and C. KE. Roberts. 
Jacques Jaccard has. been en 
gaged to direct the westerns. Praq 
duction. will be at Western Sound 
Studios. 


Sol Lesser’s Buy-Sell of 
Olympic Village Huts 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Sol Lesser has 1,100 acres off 
land in the San Fernando valley, 
15 minutes from here, that he fige 
ures to get rid of at bargain rates, 
He bought 200 houses that are now 
‘being used at the Olympic Village 
iby the visiting athletes, and upon 
‘conclusion of the events will move 
ithem to his subdivision, and offer 
‘one acre of ground with house al 
‘ready built for $1,500. ‘ iT, 
-Houses, which have 2 small roomdg 
and kitchen, are of collapsible type. 
|They also- have shower bath, toilet 
,and plumbing facilities. “Will cost! 
‘Lesser $140 each moved and s¢t ups 
Likely that Lesser may throw furs 
‘nishings into the bargain ‘as 4 4 
extra inducement. er 
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UA Readies ‘Gesture 


rt 


Milestone as Directoy, 


Hollywood, Aug. 1: 
Despite a previous Hays sranabe 
zation ban, United Artists is ready? 
ing ‘Shanghai Gesture.’ ait 


Story, recently revamped,. wilk 
probably be directed by Lewis 
Milestone. 





Berkeley’s Legal Woe 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Runaround Busby Berkeley is 
said to have given,all his attorneys 
when they sought their fees has 
resulted in filing of a $5,000 .Su- 
perior court suit by Martin Gang; 


third unpaid barrister engaged by; 
the dance director. % 
Gang handled Berkeley's legal 


affairs after Milton Cohen and Loeh, 
Walker & Loeb. His claim includes 
fees owed the first two in Berkeley’s 
bankruptey schedule. Gang also 
handled step routiner’s. marital dif- 
ficulties. 
When the attorney demandesk 
payment: of fees outstanding, Berk- 
eley notified him that he had a new 





lawyer. Suit followed. 
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STAGE LOSS OF 


- LUPE PROBED 
BY RKO 


Investigation has been started 
by Martin Beck in New York 
through H. B. Franklin to deter 
mine if any part was played by the 
Radio Pictures’ studio in the Joyce 
& Selznick agency's booking of 
Lupe Velez for 10 Publix stage 
weeks. 

Probe by RKO is to ascertain if 
J. & S. played the Radio film com- 

ny against that studio’s own 
‘vaudeville affiliate, RKO, by offer- 
“ng two weeks’ work for Miss Velez 
at Radio if she accepted the Publix 
dates. 

RKO, itself, made a stage offer 
to the screen actress through the 
Weber-Simon agency in New York. 
Negotiations were on for eight 
gweeks through W-S, which holds 
an RKO agency franchise, when 
Joyce & Selznick swung the Publix 
‘deal. Weber-Simon complained to 
the RKO booking department in the 
east. 

Miss Velez opens for Publix next 
‘week (5) in Boston. Her stage sal- 
ary is $4,500. 


Mrs. Jessel Sez ‘No’; 
Georgie Insists It’s 
Reno and Settlement 


Florence Courtney (Courtney Sis- 
ters), in private life Mrs. George 
Jessel, telephonically told ‘Variety’ 
she is not Reno-bound for a divorce 
but is staying with her mother on 
Long Island; that she has no in- 
tentions of accepting any settle- 
ment or again becoming ex-Mrs. 
Jessel. 

She split from Jessel twice be- 
fore and remartried the comedian 
as many times. 














Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Jessel reiterates here that Miss 
Courtney accepted his cash settle- 
ment and agreed to a divorce. He 
opines that his wife may be dodg- 
ing publicity but that otherwise she 
has agreed to make the Reno hop. 

Jessel and Norma Talmadge are 
rehearsing their new routine here 
preparatory to opening at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., Aug. 12 or 19 de- 
pendent on further holdovers of 
Harry Richman there. 


Girls Refuse Posing = 
With Lead They Picked 


Hollywood, Aug. L 


, When Columbia was looking for 
a male lead for ‘Bitter Tea of Gen- 
eral Yen’ stenogs on the lot were in- 
vited to look at the tests. Girls 
voted for Nils Asther who got the 
assignment. 

, Publicity department wanted to 
play up the idea so had the stenogs 
gather round Asther and pose for 
publicity photographs. Girls went 
thumbs down on the idea, none of 
them wanting to appear in the pic- 
tures claiming the publicity not so 
hot for the back home mob who 
might think they were doing better 
than pounding typewriters. 

Not dismayed, the publicity de- 
Partment dispatched two men to 
the telephone exchange located op- 
posite the studio to corral about 20 
pirls to pose with Asther.- Studio 
figured the operators would get a 
kick out of being mugged with the 
actor. 

First 50 to come out of the ex- 
thange were canvassed. Idea was 
turned down by 48 of them. Dis- 
Busted publicity department gave 
up the idea. 











11 YRS. WITH PAR 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Lioyd Sheldon becomes Para- 
mount’s senior production executive 
in point of service. He has a new 
contract for one year. 
Sheldon has been with the com- 
pany 11 years. 





BABY MARIE TO METRO 


Baby Rose Marie, child radio 
Singer, has been taken by Metro for 
one picture. 

Understood she’s wanted for a 
Jackie Cooper talker. 


—— ——- — - —-— —-—- 


Silk Pajamas, Berets 
On South Sea Belles, 
All Because of Doug 


Hollywood, Aug. L 

Douglas Fairbanks’ expedition to 
Tahiti has turned those Hawaiian 
damsels into bathing beach fash- 
ion plates. Israel Jackson, who 
operates a general store over there, 
is cleaning up. 

The Fairbanks party only had one 
woman on location, but she showed 
the gals what America was wear- 
ing. After the film troupe the native 
femmes induced Jacobson to send 
to the States for silk pajamas and 
berets. 

Now the South Sea Isle beauties 
are disporting themselves in the 
new adornment and Jacobson has 
sent to San Francisco for additional 
raiment. 


WILL ROGERS’ FOX 3 
AT $100,000 PER FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Fox has given Will Rogers a new 
contract for three pictures to be 
made in two years at $100,000 a 
picture. 

Deal is effective following com- 
pletion of ‘State Fair’ on which 
special arrangement for Rogers was 
made, local report being that Rog- 
ers is in ‘Fair’ without salary. 

New contract is at less money 
than Rogers drew on his last pic- 
ture, 


RADIO OUTBIDS M-G, U 
FOR LEE TRACY-$1,500 


Hollywood, Aug. 1, 

Radio wins in the three-cornered 
fight with Metro and Universal for 
Lee Tracy, who will be spotted as 
the press agent in ‘Phantom Fate,’ 
the Harry Reichenbach story, in 
September. Lupe Velez will have 
the feminine lead. 

Reported that Tracy will receive 
$1,500 weekly as against the $650 
Warners has been paying him. He 
is now working on the Columbia 
lot. 




















Loan Brings Contract 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Charles Laughton, borrowed by 
Metro from Paramount for ‘Payment 
Deferred’ has been placed under 
contract by Paramount. 

Laughton has not worked in any 
|Par pictures, having previously been 
loaned to Universal for ‘Old Dark 
House.’ 





Cautious Cohn 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Harry Cohn has. been. talk- 
ing .about heading for New 
York this week. But the Olym- 
pic games are on. 

Cohn likes athletics himself, 
as do also the studio employ- 
ees, but production must go on, 

So the head man of Colum- 
bia is remaining to see that 
no time is lost. 


JAMES R. QUIRK DIES 
SUDDENLY ON COAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
James Robert Quirk died here 
this morning (Mon.) in Hollywood 


hospital after a five-day illness of 
pneumonia, complicated with heart 
disease. Quirk came here June 1 to 
fight the Alma Rubens case against 
‘Photoplay,’ his fan magazine. 

Spending eight days on the wit- 
ness stand was a terrible physical 
strain. He went to the Bohemian 
Grove, San Francisco, where he 
spent 10 days at the Revel, return- 
ing here July 28. 

Quirk suffered a heart attack 
talking with his wife (the former 
May Allison) that afternoon and 
was rushed to the Hollywood hospi- 
tal where he suddenly expired this 
morning. Services will be held here 
August 4, burial undetermined, 

Survived by widow, former May 
Allison, screen actress, also two 
children, Frances Denton Quirk and 
Jean North Quirk, who are in camp 
in Maine. 

Quirk was city editor of the 
Washington ‘Times,’ also managing 
editor ‘Popular Mechanics Maga- 
zine,’ then in advertising agency 
business in Chicago and in 1915 be- 
came the editor and publisher of 
‘Photoplay.’ 

Quirk was born in Boston and 
was 48 years old. 


Fair’s’ Location 


; Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Henry King, director, and Phillip 
Stong, author of ‘State Fair’ (Fox), 
leave here Aug. 15 with Janet Gay- 
nor, Charles Farrell and Will Rog- 
ers for atmospheric background. 

Scenes will be taken at the Iowa 
State Fair in Des Moines, Ia, 


Whitney Bolton to WB 


Whitney Bolton has been signed 
by Warner Bros. as a writer under 
a contract negotiated in New York 
by the William Morris office. He 
leaves Saturday (6), for the Coast. 
Contract is for three months with 
the usual options. } 

Bolton, dramatic critic on -the 
New York ‘Morning Telegraph,” re- 
cently wrote an original for Fox 
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To Be Themselves 


Hollywood, Aug. 2. 

Charles Rogers has added Tom 
Charkey, Stanislaus Zybsco, and 
Lew Magnolia, New York fight ref- 
eree, to the cast of ‘Madison 
Square Garden.’ 

Producer is also negotiating to 
obtain Damon Runyon to be him- 
self in the film. 


STONE’S NEW MG DEAL, 
3 YEARS, NO OPTIONS 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Lewis Stone has possibly most 
iron-bound and continuous contract 


ever given to a player by any com- 
pany. His new deal made with 
Metro is for three years straight, 
without options during the period, 
and calls for 40 weeks each year. 
There will be yearly increases, how- 
ever, in salary. 

Deal was handled by Freddie 
Fralick, who has managed Stone's 
affairs for the past 12 years. 


FROM PIGSKIN DIRECTOR 
TO BIG LEAGUE MEGGER 


Hollywood, Aug. 1, 

George Stevens, engaged to direct 
only the football sequences on ‘All 
America’ (U), will direct the entire 
picture. Russell Mack, who was to 
have handled dialog and dramatic 
sequences will be given another 
assignment, 

Mack megged U's 
Notre Dame.’ 


Buddy Rogers May Be 
In Mary Pickford’s Next 


Puddy Rogers says he’ll make a 
picture again, soon. Doesn’t know 
for whom or won't say. May be 
the next Pickford pic. 

Rogers is under NBC manage- 
ment heading a band at the hotel 
Pennsylvania, N. Y. He is also 
slated for a week at the Capitol 
(Loew), Aug. 18. 


PROSPEROUS VISIT 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Veronica Baife, 19, niece of Cedric 
Gibbons art director at Metro, has 
been accepted by Radio for its stock 
company. 
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entitled, ‘Apartment House Love.’ 


Miss Balfe was merely visiting 
here for the Olympic games. 





By Tom Mix 


Hollywood, July 30. 
American life has been a heap of 
changes durin’ the past 18 months. 
Due to existin’ conditions, we been 


goin’ through what financial writers 
call ‘a period of mental an’ valuable 
readjustments.’ 

While I ain't supposed to be rid- 
in’ herd on the motion picture in- 
dustry, an’ I have no official stand- 
in’ around the brandin’ pens, still, 
bein’ curious, I'd like to pull Tony 
up for a few minutes an’ inquire 
if the motion picture makers know 
about these new an’ present day 
conditions an’ what they’re a do- 
in’ to meet it? Or, are they still 
a readin’ tombstones in the motion 
picture cemetery for inspiration an’ 
encouragement? 

A long time ago these writin’ 
fellers agreed that amusements 
comprised an essential industry 
just as necessary to public welfare 
as buildin’ houses or buyin’ shoes, 
clothin’ an’ groceries. Published 
reports by the government's De- 
partment of Commerce, show a 
33% fallin’ off in the volume of 
purchased necessities, but figures 
show the theatre ain’t gettin’ any- 
where near its proportionate share 
—in fact, fallin’ far behind—why? 

Empty Seats 

Could it be that the present day 
public ain't satisfied with the gen- 
eral run of pictures offered? You 
hear a lot these days about empty 





Empty Seats and Percentage 





7% 
+ 
theatre seats but very little on how 
to fill "em. 

The day after a bank failure out 
here, I had to go back twice to get 
a seat to see ‘The Champ,” an’ me 
an’ my family had to get in line an’ 
wait for half an hour to see ‘Min 
an’ Bill’—we repeated the experi- 
ence when they was a_ showin’ 
‘Hell Divers’ an’ a few others — 
no empty seats. ‘But they had the 
appeal,’. says the picture makers. 
Sure, they had it—all over the 
country—an’ about here, I'd like to 
get up an’ ask these gentlemen 
what effort they've made to an- 
alyze this ‘appeal’ that so pleases 
present day theatre patrons. An’ 
is the industry profitin’ by it? Or, 
are they goin’ along in the same 
old way, givin’ the public what 
they, the picture makers, think Is 
best. for ’em? ‘You pays your 
money an’ you takes your choice,’ 
but not when you go to the picture 
house—you take what the wise gen- 
tlemen of Hollywood gives you— 
but that don’t make you like it or 
come again. 

The only new idea that’s come 
along lately is ‘The Strange Inter- 


lude,’ where they're photographin’ 
your thoughts an’ tellin’ ’em out 
loud — ‘out of the sound-track 


speaketh the mind,’ or somethin’ 
like that. The general idea of the 
story ain't new an’ it ain’t strange. 
Elinor Glyn slipped that one over 
a long time ago in ‘Three Weeks,’ 





where she had a young lady an’ a 





gent named Paul cavortin’ around | 


in a way not quite laid down by 
Hoyle or the United States statutes 
therein made an’ provided. But the 
way of handlin’ the picture is new, 
an’ the work Miss Norma Shearer 
does in ‘Strange Interlude’ is 
mighty fine, but won’t make any 
money. I'm applaudin’ Mr. Thal- 
berg for havin’ the nerve in givin’ 
the public somethin’ new — he’s 
a bird that'll never be ruled off for 
not tryin’, 
Luxury Yarns 

Just now, in these days of the 
short bankroll, the fan magazines 
an’ newspapers are filled with in- 
terestin’ accounts of the high pres- 
sure pleasures of the well-to-do, or 
near-well-to-do-, picture folks— 
producer, player an’ star. An’ the 
public is allowed to enjoy in what 
Odd McIntyre would call ‘vicarious 
fashion,’ the elaborate beach, yacht- 
in’ an’ house parties of the cinema 
elect. Yet I'm a wonderin’ if these 
luxury yarns are helping to fill 
empty theatre seats?—mebbe so. 

What kind of pictures are they 
a makin’ to meet present-day an’ 
changed conditions and demands? 

Does the picture maker figure 
that Ma, in her made-over hat, an’ 
Pa, a wearin’ his last summer suit, 
enjoy goin’ to a neighborhood or 
downtown theatre to see a picture 
depictin’ girls who ain’t no better 
than they should be, an who by 
reason of such ways of livin, are 
enjoyin’ luxuries even surpassin’ 
those enjoyed by Dodge City 

(Conttnued on page 23) 
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Picture Air Plugs Loom for Other 
Majors as Radio Launches Opener 


—___—— 


Hollywood, Aug. L 

With virtually all major studios 
carrying a tie-in with a local radio 
station, indications are that a con- 
certed effort will be made by the 
picture companies to utilize their 
air connections to the fullest, now 
that the ice has been broken by the 
Radio-NBC series. 

Only drawback is exhibitor pro- 
test. But this, it is stated, can be 
overcome if the programs are of 
the Radio studio type, answering 


M. H. Aylesworth’s urge to build 
entertainment and forget the star 
name thing. 

Aylesworth is testing out his 
theory that radio can be used to 
work for the theatre interests, in- 
stead of against them, and if his 
Radio studio experiment proves 
this, then all majors will go heavy 
for the air, it is conjectured. 


Few Producers Use Air 


Although every major studio, 
with the exception of Metro, has a 
local station carrying its name, the 
air is seldom used except for an 
occasional ‘personal appearance,’ 
and these have been growing fewer 
and fewer through the yelps from 
exhibitors that whenever a picture 
star name is on the air, theatre box 
offices suffer the same night. 

As it stands now the air adver- 
tising is mostly of an institutional 
nature as in the case of KNX, with 
its periodic announcement that this 
is ‘the Paramount Picture Studio’ 
Same with KFWB, Warner station 
and KMTR, the United Artist tie- 
in, 

Par and KNX Interested 

Since the Radio-NBC intention 
to build prestige for the studio 
and plugs for pictures by putting 
on programs that entertain, by pur- 
posely ignoring names, Paramount 
and KNX have been in a huddle to 
find how best it can follow the 
Radio step and get results from the 
air, without incurring exhibitors’ 
enmity. 

United Artists and Warners are 
also watching the Radio experi- 
ment and will institute programs of 
their own, if the NBC test proves 
effective. 

Metro is expected to avail itself 
of Aylesworth’s offer to get in on 
the weekly broadcasts from the 
Radio studios, Irving Thalberg is 
reported sold on the idea, with a 
possibility that some type of rep« 
resentaiton from the lot will be om 
one of the early air programs. 

Radio's Hollywood on the Alir 
program is being switched on the 
NBC program from Saturday noon 
to Thursday nights from 8 to 8:34 
Starting Aug. 4. 

Change is being made to get the 
program back east at a more rea« 
sonable hour, 





Co-Starring Montgomery 


Hollywood, Aug. 1, 
Robert Montgomery will be co 
starred opposite Tallulah Bankhead 
in ‘Tinfoil’ by Metro. 
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Both 


Parties Favor the rein 


For Presidential Propaganda 





os 


Both the Republican and Demo- 
cratic parties have organized de- 
partments of publicity which will 
concentrate on the preparation and 
production of film stories that will 
be accepted by the theatre screen. 

Hitherfore the burden of political 
propoganda has been carried by the 
newsreels, but during the coming 


campaign other types of film pres- 
entation will be used. 

A series of short reels will be 
assembled by the Roosevelt forces. 
Various phases of the Democratic 
platform will be covered by these 
short subjects. The Democrats 
have also planned a feature length 
picture to portray the life of their 
candidate. One of the major dis- 
tribs has already been requested to 
handle this picture. 

Charles Michelson, former Wash- 
ington political correspondent, in 
charge of Democratic propoganda, 
has received over 200 plans contain- 
ing ideas for publicizing the Demo- 
cratic message on the screen. 

The Republican Committee is re- 
ceiving advice from George Aker- 
son, former Hoover secretary and 
now a Par exec; also Will Hays. 
The politic’l1 committees expect to 
make wide use of the portable pro- 
jector truc ; this fall. Experienced 
publicity <_-nts from the show biz 
will comma’-d their use. 


S-L ASSiGNMENT SUIT 
FOR $1,000,000 VS. FOX 


Answer by William Fox need not 


be made until Sept. 15 to the suit 
filed against the former film mag- 
nate by the Chicago Title & Trust 
Company of Chicago for $1,000,000. 
Latter amount is a claim held by 
the Chicago bank on assignment 
from Mrs. Herbert Lubin and Ar- 
thur Sawyer. These two originally 
received the assignment from Her- 
bert Lubin, originally connected 
with the Roxy, N. Y., and more re- 
cently affiliated with the operation 
of that house under Receiver Harry 
G. Kosch. 

The Chicago Title & Trust Co. 
filed two suits based on the same 
premises. One is in the New York 
State court. Other action is in the 
eastern district of the Federal 
courts, in Brooklyn. 

The claim is based on a guaranty 
allegedly made by William Fox to 
personally pay the final $1,000,000 of 
the purchase price of Roxy Circuit, 
Inc., by Fox Theatres, when and if 
Fox Theatres did not pay it. Fox 
Theatres recently went into receiv- 
ership, thus defaulting on such pay- 
ment. 

Original price paid by Fox The- 
atres was $4,530,633, to be paid in 
stipulated annual instalments until 
March 4, 1934, when final payment 
of $362;730 was to be made. 

Roxy Circuit is the parent com- 
pany of Roxy Theatres Corp., con- 
trol of which Fox Theatres got when 
it made the deal with Lubin. 

On Aug. 15, a month previous to 
making answer to the present suit, 
William Fox must make his answer 
to the suit against him by Fox 
Films, filed in the Nassau, N. ss 
courts and whereby Fox Films is 
trying to retrieve some $20,000,000 
from the former president. 











Meyer Suggests Lower 
Music Scale for Indies 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Plan for reclassification of mu- 
sicians so that more of them could 
be used for screen recording, has 
been submitted by Abe Meyer, indie 
synchronizing company head, to J. 
W. Gillette of the musicians’ union. 
Calls for formation of a class B list 
of musicians, comprising those who 
are not being used in the studios 








High Pressure 





Jake Wilk, eastern story head 
for Warners, spent a recent 
week-end at Skowhegan, Me., 
looking over legit shows an- 
nually tried out there during 
the summer months. 

Wilk hadn’t been in town an 
hour before four scripts were 
shoved at him to read. One 
report is that Sammy Ship- 
man met the train five miles 
out. 


World Premier 
For Radio Pics 
On West Coast 


Los Angeles,. Aug. 1. 


Radio will at intervals hold world 
premieres here, prior to national 
release of outstanding pictures, with 
the idea in mind that exploitation 
and studio hookups for the initial 
showing will aid in the general ex- 
ploitation value of the product. 

First picture is to be ‘Age of Con- 
sent,’ opening at the Orpheum, Aug. 
13, when the’ house begins its 
straight picture policy. House ad- 
vertising will be normal, with studio 
aiding through special space, radio 
announcements, and the _ lghts, 
stars, etc., for opening night. Also 
members of studio stock company 
will make personal appearances 
during the week. 

Figured in pre-showing that New 
York can get release prints, also 
exploitation and advertising mate- 
rial, based on premiere, ready for 
the general showings. 

If the plan is successful next 
premiere will be on ‘Liberty Road,’ 
the Richard Dix prison story, now 
nearing completion. 

Eddie Eckles, in from New York 
this week, will handle the advertis- 
ing and exploitation for the open- 
ing, aided by Cliff Work’s publicity 
staff. 


Demand for Scenics Adds 


2 Libraries on Coast 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Continued popularity of travel 
shorts and independent production 
of South Seas pictures has brought 
two new film libraries into the in- 
dustries. Each admits that 75% 
of its calls come from indie pro- 
ducers who are making South Sea 
pictures, and from producers of 
novelty travel shorts. 

Libraries do most of their work 
with the independents, selling to 
these producers at from 50 cents 
a foot up. It’s mostly negative of 
out-of-the-way places, animal stuff, 
mob and air scenes, sea footage and 
other scenes which fit in with the 
production plans. This clips con- 
siderable off the budget. 

Major studios rarely deal with 
the libraries. Most of them have 
news reel connections which supply 
them with the desired scenes on 
short notice. 

Biggest library here has stuff on 
its shelves collected over the past 
12 years. Most of it is silent, indie 
producers dubbing in the sound de- 
sired. These libraries have been 
the success factor in many indie 
productions. It has not been un- 
usual for an indie to get at least 
half of his picture from collected 
negative. 























Par’s Rush Job 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Paramount is having writer diffi- 





now, to work under a lower scale 
for the smaller producers. 

According to Meyer, at present 
only about 200 of the 2,500 members 
of the lL. A. local are being used 
because of the high-recording scale. 
Remainder are not considered of | 
recording caliber when studios must | 
pay minimum of $30 per session. 

Idea is to stimulate more exten- 


sive use of music in indie pictures | 


by making. prices attractive and 
hiring of larger orchestras possible. 


| scheduled 


culhy on William LeBaron’'s films 
to go into work next 
| week. 

| O. H. P. Garrett, Vince Lawrence 
land Kitty Scola have now been as- 


Reach Starts Two After 
Month of. Inactivity 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
After four weeks of inactivity 


| Roach will send two pictures into 


production this week. ‘Strange In- 
ner Tube; second of the Taxi Boys 








series, is one, with Ben Blue in the 
lead. Charles Rogers, writer of the 
lot; Billy Gilbert, Richard Cramer 
and Yola D’Avril are also cast. Del 
Lord directs. 

The other due is an Our Gang 
comedy minus a title. 


Electrics Gomg 
After 16mm. Field on 
Buikl-Up Campaign 


First plan to develop the 16-mm., 
field on a national basis will be an- 
nounced shortly by the American 


electrics. This follows numerous 
surveys made by Western and Gen- 
eral. Through its radio interests, 
however, General is taking the ini- 
tiative. 

A company has been formed by 
G.E. to produce tiny features and to 
reduce standard size professional 
releases. This is called Pleasure 
Pictures Corp., with former radio 
executives included on its staff. 

A move will be made to establish 
film libraries and exchanges 
throughout the country. 

Advances have been made to sev- 
eral major companies on the sub- 
ject of reducing film for 16-mm. 
release by Dr. A. Goldsmith, RCA 
executive and head of that corpora- 
tion’s miniature film activities. 

Both Western Electric and Phcto- 
phone. have .16-mm. reproduction 
devices. Mass production will not 
be attempted in either case, it is 
learned, until a consistent supply 
of good entertainment can be made 
available to all prospective equip- 
ment buyers, ‘ 


OLYMPIAD NEWS SHOTS 
INTO L. A. HOUSES DAILY 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Paramount newsreel was first to 
distribute special stuff on the 
Olympics. Hit the Paramount the- 
atre Saturday night (30), with 200 
feet and supplying a like amount 
to the house each night for balance 
of the games, 

Hearst Metrotone gave Loew’s 

State 600 feet Sunday morning (31), 
and will supply similar footage 
every other day throughout the 
games. Pathe released 200 feet 
Sunday to the Orpheum and Fil- 
marte and will continue with daily 
stuff. 
Attendance at the Olympics Sat- 
urday for the opening day 110,000, 
with Sunday dropping to 55,000—a 
local surprise on the down side. 


Austin Produces 6 Weird 
Animal Shorts for Educ. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Edueational-Wide World, closed 
a deal with Harold Austin, for six 
novelty travel shorts, three of 
which are made, and balance to be 
delivered by first of the year. Those 
ready, all two-reelers, are ‘Captur- 
ing Elephant Sharks,’ ‘Wild Cats 
and Wild Boars,’ and ‘Bloodhounds 
and Mountain Lions.’ 

Austin is leaving for the Ca- 
nadian northwest in the next few 
days to start filming the other 
three. 

Harold Austin, who made ‘Fisher- 
man’s Paradise,” Metro short, signed 
for six similar pictures by Educa- 
tional. 























VICKI BAUM’S ‘MONEY KING’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Vicki Baum is working on ‘Money 
King’ for Metro. This is the story 
originally written by Willard Keefe. 
Title has been switched to ‘Bridge 
Versus Bridge.’ 

Keefe is keeping on at Metro on 
a week-to-week contract, his 90-day 
|; option having expired. 








Boyd on Radio’s Indies 
Hollywood, Aug. 1, 





signed to rush ‘Night After Night’ Len Boyd has been spotted at 

for production Aug. 8 Nine other RKO-Pathe as unit press man. He 

writers have worked on this script. | Will handle the indies there, releas- 
Seaton Miller is also assigned to | ing through Radio, 

\‘Hot Saturday,’ on which Joseph} Boyd is under supervision of Don 

[Lovett and Joseph M. March pre-| Eddy with all publicity cleared 


‘viously worked. 


ithrough Radio’s press department. 











$$ 


M-G Aim Is $200,000 Cost for 3 of 
Quick 6; Fox Lists 16 in Next 45 Days 





Fox’s Free Ride 





One night last week the 
Lynbrook, at Lynbrook, L. I, 
was giving away a trip to Ber- 
muda, 

William Fox, in the audience, 
was the winner. Not mentioned 
whether he'll take the trip or 
not. 

Fox built the Lynb:ook the- 
atre years ago. 


Newsreels Get 
Break as $30,000 
Games’ Bid Off 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Turning down an offcr from an 
independent producer of $30,000 for 
the exclusive motion. picture rights 
to the Olympic Games, committee 
made a gratis arrangement with the 
five newsreel companies, all of 
whom have increased staffs here to 
cover the events. 

Olympic committee dropped the 
idea of exclusive s2lling when it was 
argued the independent might not 
be good for the 30 grand, and, as 
none of the majors had put ina 
bid, it was figured good publicity to 
pass up the idea of trying to cash 
in from this angle. 

Agreement reached with the five 
companies — Movietone, Metrotone, 
Pathe, Paramount, and Universal— 
is that film must be used solely for 
newsreel purposes, and cannot be- 
come part of a feature picture until 
at least 90 days after the games. 

In addition, the newsreel outfits 
agreed to alternately supply reels 
of the day’s events for screening at 
night in Olympic village. 

Also understood companies will 
make up prints of activities of the 
various nationals to take home me- 
mentos. 


Pasadena Houses Protest 
Ad Raise with Own Paper 


Pasadena, Aug. 1. 

With the merging of the ‘Star 
News’ and the ‘Press’ the town’s 
only newspapers, into the ‘News- 
Press,’ and the resultant boost of 
theatrical advertising rates, local 
theatres have withdrawn their ad- 
vertising and are publishing the 
‘Screen News,’ a throwaway with 
20,000 circulation. 

Paper contains mostly theatre 
news and picture ballyhoo, but is 
also out after merchant advertising 
and is connecting in this end. 

Guaranteeing the payment of the 
paper’s publication are the four 
Fox-West Coast theatres, the Colo- 
rado, United Artists, Strand and 
Florence, and the independently 
operated Tower, Rialto, Pasadena, 
Egyptian, Fair Oaks and Park. 























Baltimore Opens Up 
To Percentage Deals 


Baltimore, Aug. 1. 

Both Metro and Paramount, locked 
out of town the greater part of last 
season by an exhib agreement 
against percentage pictures, are 
selling throughout the district at 
present. Breaking up of the situa- 
tion has opened this territory to 
every sort of percentage deal. Up 
to last year percentage contracts 
were extremely rare locally. 

Both Metro and Par were held out 
of the subsequents locally from the 
beginning of the past selling season 
until last March. Miraculously, the 
indies were able to stick together 
until March, but at that time one of 
the leading anti-percentage exhibs 
broke away and bought Metro, His 
opposition started the panic, another 
hastily signatured a Par contract, 
and the agreement blew to pieces, 





Pa. Passes ‘Price’ 


Pittsburgh, Aug: 1. 
‘Purchase Price,’ which Pennsyl- 
vania censors originally turned 
down, has finally been passed but 
with plenty of cuts. 


Picture, first booked into. the 


. 





Stanley,. week of July 22 


22, opens this | 
Friday (5). 


_————_——_ - — 


Culver City, Aug. 1, 


In need of product and facing a 
shortage after Sept. 1, Metro will 
send at least a half dozen pictures 
into work within the next two 
weeks. In several instances, films 
will get started before the scripts 
are completed. . 

M-G will try to bring ‘Kongo,’ 
‘Payment Deferred’ and ‘Tin Foil 
under the wire at budget cost of 
around $200,000. Siudio feels that 
with salary cuts now in effect, and 
every angle closely watched, thig 
can be done. 

Plans by this studio to buy 
‘Whistling in the Dark’ from Joseph 
Schenck, for immediate production 
with Ernest Truex, fell through 
when Alexander Mc“aig, who pro« 
duced the play, and shares the 
rights, turned down the offer claim<- 
ing it would intorfere with the 
show’s current tour. 

‘Kongo’ goes into production this 
week, William Cowan directing, and 
‘Pig Boats,’ Robert Montgomery; 
‘Let’s Go,’ William Haines; ‘Flesh,’ 
Wallace Eeery, and ‘Reunion in 
Vienna,’ will all get the rush act, 

Fox is also in somewhat of a 
hurry, that studio’s immediate pro- 
duction program calling for the 
launching of 16 pictures within the 
next 45 days. First in this batch 
are ‘Salomy Jane’ and ‘Hat Check 
Girl,’ which start this week, 


COL. SENDS 7 INTO 
WORK IN NEXT 2 WKS 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Within the next two weeks, Coe- 
lumbia sends: seven pictures into 
production, heavier: schedule studio 
has had this year. Currently, ‘Bite 
ter Tea of General Yen’ and ‘Polo’ 
are working; botin will wind up in 





10 days. 

Features ready for stariing are 
‘Virtue,’ Eddie Buzzell directing; 
‘No More Orchids,’ Walter Lang di- 
recting; ‘Air Ho: tess,’ Al Rogell 
directing; ‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round,’ James Cruze _ directing; 


‘That's My Boy’ <.1d ‘Bullet Trail,’ 
latter a Tim McC-y western. 

‘Vanity Street’ will also start with 
the story, cast and direction still 
on the fire. Coming production rush 
will utilize all studio facilities. 


Story Buying Becalmed, 
Waiting to See Trend 


While every story department is 
on the alert for material there is 
virtually no buyin right now. This 
is not only due, according to story 
execs, to a reduced number of 
stories from publishers, works by 
playwrights and criginals, but also 
to sharp tightening of purchasing 
reins. ‘ 

Reluctance to buy at this time is 
not only ascribed to a desire to tie 
up rights with more caution than 
in the past, when most companies 
overbought, but also to Jay low until 
new season's rentals begin to pro- 
vide revenue. 

Another reason propounded for 
the check on buying now is that the 
producers are anxious to see what 
the early releascs will do, so that 
they can be guided thereby. 








Prisoner’s Patent 


Pittsfield, Mass., Aug. 1. 

George Greenwood, of North 
Adams, serving a four months’ sen- 
tence here for larceny, has been 
granted a federal patent for a pro- 
jecting machine. Claims it will 
permit the exhibition of three di- 
mension pictures. 

Greenwood says that his device 
may be used without theatres be- 
ing obliged to change their present 
projection. equipment. He is an 
engineer. 





MILLARD ON COAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
S. S. Millard, sex film exhib and 
producer, is here trying to promote 
a studio, writer and cast for mak- 


ing a new pink ticket film. 

This is Millard’s first visit to the 
Coast. since he made ‘Is. Your 
Daughter Safe?’ at the old Cali- 
fornia studio five years ago. When 


he left Hollywood he was consider- 
@bly on the nut, 
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LASKY AS HEAD 
MAN, OR ELSE 


Hollywood, Aug. 1, 
# One aspect of the Jesse Lasky- 
Paramount situation is reported to 
be that Lasky either wants to head 
“the production phase of this com- 
pany again or obtain his release. 
Lasky requested a three months’ 


leave of absence and got it. That 
period has now expired with Lasky, 
in baseball parlance, still warming 
the bench. The long siege of in- 
activity is said to be chafing the 
former studio head, and he presum- 





ably wants to gain definite word 


from company executives as to his 
status. 

Lasky’s Paramount contract has 
about two years to go. In the event 
of any settlement it is believed 
about $200,000 would be involved. 


All But WB Will 
Renew Says ERPI 
On Music Rights 


ERPI is counting upon all pro- 
ducers, with the exception of War- 
ners, renewing contracts which will 
continue the electric as the inter- 
mediary of the producers and pub- 
lishers in bringing copyrighted mu- 
gic to the screen. 

Negotiations are now under way 
for such renewal-since present con- 
tracts expire Sept. 5. 

Reports that Metro and Para- 
mount, as well as WB, would dis- 
continue this ERPI service because 
of their own music publishing affi- 
liations were discounted by electric 
executives. They stated that indi- 
cations to date in the renewal con- 
ferences evidence that only the 
Warners may dispense with this 








. ERPI service which has always been 


rendered on 2 cost basis and has 
operated without profit, it is de- 
clared. 


ARBUCKLE’S SERIES ALL 
DEPENDS ON 1ST SHORT 


Fatty Arbuckle’s return to the 
screen is a one-picture gamble for 
the comedian and Warners. Only if 
this short clicks will Arbuckle make 
a series for WB. 

This is an understanding reported 
to have been reached between the 
Warners and the Hays Organization 
prior to the announcement of Ar- 
buckle’s return. 

Arbuckle goes into production on 
his first two-reeler Aug. 24 at the 
Warner Brooklyn studio and will 
direct himself. He has been off the 
screen more than 10 years. 


Katz Flying In 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Sam Katz arrives in New York 
this Friday (5). He takes off from 
here tomorrow (Wednesday), mak- 
ing the trip by plane and will re- 
turn the same way in about 10 days 
or two weeks. 

Katz will make the trip alone, 
Emanuel Cohen remaining in 
charge at the studio. 


UP FOR CONGRESS 
Detroit, Aug. 1. 

Tommy McQuire manager of the 
Hollywood theatre is a candidate 
for Congress from the 16th Michi- 
gan District. 

If elected 
youngest Congressman, 
32 years old. 


FRANKLIN ON TOUR 
H. I. Franklin, KAO prexy, leaves 
for a tour of the KAO circuit around 
the middle of this month. 
The trip will take him 
Coast. He will be gone 
three weeks. 














McQuire will be the 
being only 


to the 
two or 





LONG WAY FOR CREDIT 


lilinois Exhib Goes to Germany to 
Finance His Theatres 








Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Gus Polka, one of the Polka 
Brothers who operate picture houses 
in Park Ridge, Des Plaines and De 
Kalb, Ill., is in Germany seeking ad- 
ditional credit to continue his busi- 
ness. He is due back Aug. 17. 

On two previous occasions Polka 
went to Germany, his native land, 
to secure capital for his picture the- 
atres. This long-distance banking 
is possibly unparalleled among ex- 
hibs in the United States. 

In Park Ridge the Polka brothers’ 
landlord is William H. Malone, who 
ran against Len Small in the Re- 
publican gubernatorial primaries. 


Hays Wrathful 
As Prods. Show 
New Smut Intent 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Will Hays is on the warpath 
against, what is claimed, an in- 
creased tendency on the part of pro- 
ducers to film salacious and sexy 
material. He is preparing a blast 
to deliver before the Producers’ as- 
sociation this week, using as proof 
recent releases, scripts of others in 
preparation, and the intention of 
some companies to film pictures, 
previously banned. 

Fact that one major is contem- 
plating a picturization of ‘Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover;’ another may 
make a picture in which a mother 
has an effair with her son and still 
another will make a film based on 


miscegenation, is part of his am- 
munition. 
Further, Hays contends most 


companies are currently guilty of 
giving off-color treatments to situ- 
ations in pictures that could be 
dealt with otherwise. 

Film czar’s campaign to clean 
films is to follow up his organiza- 
tion’s recent assault on press de- 
partments for offensive advertising 
and publicity. All publicicy depart- 
ments, both in studios and con- 
nected with circuits here, have 
agreed to tone down, but nothing 
has beer done until now against 
the dirt at its source. 


HORWITZ-HAYS PACT 
NOT YET COMPLETED 


With the Horwitz-Hays-Cleve- 
land pact still unratified, after two 
formal announcements of settlement 
during the past month, the situa- 
tion yesterday (Monday) threat- 
ened to flare up again. 

This time the disturbance has 
narrowed down to Loew and the in- 
dies. What has come up is de- 
scribed as strictly technical and 
having to do with legal interpreta- 
tion of the agreement. 

Gabe Hess, counsel for Hays in 
the Horwitz matter, drew up and 
submitted the terms, agreed upon in 
the presence of Will Hays, to com- 
pany attorneys. The present hitch, 
it is gleaned, is due to Loew objec- 
tions to language describing certain 
of the clauses. 

Participants figure the present 
difficulties will be ironed out this 
week, 


Three Studios Preparing 











Film Yarns on Ziegfeld 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

On the heels of Florenz Ziegfeld’s 
death, three screen stories based on 
his life are being hurried to com- 
pletion. 

Two major studios are interested 
in Howard Emmett Rogers’ 
on the produccr; William Anthony 


McGuire is doing a Ziggy story for | 
Goldwyn, and Lew Lipton is on one! (Monday). 
j August in Hollywood. 


ior Columbia. 


‘GAUMONT BRIT. 
PAR AND UFR 


—_——__. 


Biggest International Film 
Combine Between Ameri- 
can, British and German 
Companies to Solve Multi- 
Lingual and Quota Prob- 
lems—Secret Confabs in 
Paris Culminating in Pres- 
ent London Parleys 





USING THREE STUDIOS 


_ 


London, Aug. 1. 

Possibly the biggest international 
picture deal yet attempted is now 
being negotiated in London. When 
the details are ironed out Para- 
mount, of New York, Gaumont Brit- 
ish, of London, and Ufa, of Berlin, 
will become partners for the pro- 
duction and distribution of multi- 
linguals for the world market. Each 
company will, however, retain its 
individual status as a separate en- 
tity for its home market. 

Way the deal will work out will 
be to use Paramount's Joinville 
studios near Paris for production of 
French pictures; Ufa’s Berlin stu- 
dics for German films, and G-B’s 
Lordon studios for English. All 
three companies will co-operate on 
ptcduction, using when possible the 
same story and technical staff on 
all three versions, merely moving 
them from studio to studio. Also, 
where possible, actors are to be 
shifted around among the three cap- 
itals and used in as many lan- 
guages as possible. Distribution is 
to be by the home company in each 
of the three countries, with Par- 
amount figuring in the deal as a 
French company. Films that Par 
takes out of the combine for use in 
America are to be bought, on sep- 
arate contracts, from the combined 
company. 

Paramount and Ufa are practi- 
cally set on the deal and will go 
through on a two-sided agreement 
of their own if the Gaumont-Brit- 
ish thing doesn’t pan out. Only 
difficulties encountered so far are on 
the status of the Pritish company. 


Minor Hitches 


Hitch here comes first from the 
fact that Paramount already has a 
10-picture quota production contract 
with British & Dominion. Some 
arrangement ‘will have to be made 
to dispose of the B. & D. pictures, 
despite the fact that B. & D. films 

(Continued on page 36) 


Plunkett Attaches RKO; 
Co. Posts $28,000 Bond 


RKO had to post $28,000 in Lib- 
erty bonds with the Maryland 
Casualty, which in turn bonded the 
$24,375 attachment by Joe Plunkett 
against RKO. Theatre corpora- 
tion’s accounts in the Irving Trust 
and Chemical banks had been tied 
up by Abeles & Green, attorneys for 
the suing ex-RKO v.-p. 

Plunkett's salary claim for $24,- 
375 is for an unexpired term on a 
$45,000 annual salary. Plunkett was 
let out July 9 last. Two days prior 
to this (July 7) a letter from H. H. 
Franklin quoted Hiram 8S. Brown, 
former RKO prexy, as stating that 
Plunkett's contract with RKO was 
for one year only. This letter is 
part of the attachment papers. 











— 


script | 


RKO has until Aug. 9 to file 
answer to the complaint, following 
which Plunkett will 
preference or for immediate trial of 
the issues. 


Hays Back in Sept. 


Will Hays will not return to New 
York until Sept. 1, according to ad- 








vises to the home office yesterday | 


Hays will spend all of 





F ox-Skouras Reopen Roxy Week 
Of Aug. 15; Cambria Managing 
Director; Deal for 12 WB Pix 





+ 


B. O. Shortages 





Within the past two weeks 
shortages in boxoffice receipts 
uncovered by the circuits has 
grown beyond the limit of any- 
thing of the kind known with- 
in the past 10 years. A single 
division of a major chain dis- 
covered eight houses shy in 
their receipts and this circuit 
has gone into conference with 
the insurance companies. 

With the evil mushrooming 
so fast the major circuits are 
contemplating a meeting on 
the matter to ‘try and figure 
out a solution. 
































move for a} 


| tures, 

Test cities selected are New 
York, Chicago, Boston, San Fran- 
cisco, St. Louis, Philadelphia and 








4-Day Week for 
Studios Is Plan 
To Aid Jobless 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Picture industry is virtually cer- 
tain to follow Pres. Hoover’s sug- 
gestion of curtailed employment of 
regular workers, in order to provide 
work for the jobless. 

As discussed by the producer 
members of the Producers’ associa- 
tion, a maximum of four days a 
week will be placed on all types 
of day labor, thereby allowing the 
two extra days’ work per man for 
others, now unemployed. 

Matter comes up for formal ac- 
tion at a meeting of the producers 
this week, attended by Kenneth R. 
Kingsbury, handlmg the unemploy- 
ment situation on the coast. State 
has 450,000 unemployed, with pic- 
ture production having its share. 

Unions keve been informally can- 
vassed by the producers for their 
viewpoint on the ‘staggered’ plan, 
with a favorable verdict from this 
end reported. That there will be no 
opposition from the labor organiza- 
tions is seen in the fact that re- 
cently, at the instance of the unions, 
overtime in the studios was elim- 
inated wherever possible in order 
to scatter the work aroi.nd. 

Similarly, a few months ago stu- 
dios agreed to fimit their extra 
work to individuals in order to di- 
vide the mob work among more of 
the large army of extra players. 

Whether or not the short-week 
plan can be extended to office work- 
ers is problematic. There is talk 
among the producers of extending 
the plan to this white collar class, 
but this is a matter to be decided 
on at the coming produccr mecting. 

Idea was introduced to the pro- 





ducer association by Louis B. 
Mayer, at the instance of Pres. 
Hoover. 





PAR TESTING ANIMATED 
24-SHEETS IN 6 CITIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Paramount is trying out electric- 
ally operated animated billboards in 
seven cities. Some of the moving 
24-sheets wilr use living models and 
all will depict scenes from Par pic- 





Los Angeles. If the idea clicks all 
key cities get them. 


Tinker Meeting Kent 











Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Er. R. Tinker, chairman of the Fox | 
board, leaves here Aug. 6 for New | 
| York to meet Kent on the latter's 


jarrival from abroad, j 


The Roxy theatre, New York, re- 


week of Aug. 15 under 


Fox Film management with the 
Skouras brothers operating and 
Frank Cambria as managing direc- 


tor of the house. A. P. Waxman 
will head the publicity department. 

Arrangements have been com- 
pleted for at least part payment 
of salaries due employes and talent 
in the last Roxy show, before the 
house closed. Deal to pay off was 
a negotiation between Receiver 
Harry Kosch and the bondholders 
represented by Attorney Carlos 
Israels of the law firm of White and 
Case. 

Bondholders have agreed to waive 
a claim to their share of the cash 
surrender value of a $250,000 insur- 
ance policy on the life of Roxy 
(Rothafel) held by the theatre cor- 
poration in favor of the Continental 
Bank, trustee. Around $16,000 may 
thus be made available to pay off 
actors and help who didn’t collect 
for work on the closing week of 
the house. Remainder, or $16,000, is 
reported going to trade bills due. 


Former Members Stay 


Negotiations to reopen the house 
are practically completed. The deal 
is three cornered as between Fox 
Film, the bondholders and Receiver 
Kosch. ‘First Year’ (Fox) will be 
the reopening picture. 

House personnel isn’t completely 
selected, but some of the former 
Roxy staff will be retained includ- 
ing the stage stock company and 
Clark Robinson, head of the pro- 
duction department. 

Besides Fox pictures the Roxy 
will play 12 Warners features. Fox, 
itself, according to reports, guar- 
antees 30 films minimum. Buying 
of product is left to the operating 
heads with Receiver Kosch sitting 
as supervisory on that end as he 
is responsible for costs. 

The inclusion of Warner product 
indicates that WB will give up its 
tenancy of the Winter Garden (Shu- 
bert) next winter. This will leave 
that circuit with three Broadway 
houses—Strand, Hollywood and 
Warners. Disposition of the latter 
two is not known. 

Any deal in which Fox Films en- 
ters to manage the Roxy is subject 
to that company’s assuming certain 
financial risk in the operation, com- 
parable to the risk involving the 
bondholders as represented by the 
$150,000 receivers’ certificates. In 
this way Fox may subordinate its 
film rentals to other operating cosis, 
As management principals Fox and 
Skouras will represent both ‘A’ and 
‘B’ stockholders. 

Bondholders are understood as 
having representation on the ope- 
rating end through a supervisor or 
consultant still to be appointed, 
Such a supervisor will mainly be a 
consultant to the bondholders on the 
budget and will have no active voice 
in the operation. Also reported is 
that the bondholders reserve for 
themselves u 30-day cancellation 
right in the deal if the operation 
doesn’t show an improvement of 
income. This part of the arrange- 
ment and the-budget requirements 
are not yet fully adjusted with a 
confab having been slated yester- 
day (Monday), to iron matters out 


Choosing New Name 


Question of a name for the thea- 
tre is still open. Leading sugges- 
tions are the Fox, Roosevelt and 
Taft. The Taft designation comes 
by way of the Taft hotel people 
who own the ground on which the 
house lobby is built. Theatre pays 
$25,000 rent annually for this lobby 


opens the 


space. 

The house has until Sept. 12 to 
change its name as per agreement 
between the house and S. L. Rotha- 
fel (Roxy) when he moved over to 
RKO. Selection of a now name and 
a campaign to educate the publics 


to the selected title is likely to be 
(Continued on page 49) 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Recent salary cut at Metro has developed into a rather complicated 





affair, requiring considerable working out. 


had negotiated new deals prior to the cut, with salaries in some in- 
stances being only 50% of what they had received in the past. These 


people were passed up in the chopping. 

Others, who had been called in by Louis B. Mayer and asked to take 
the cut, found later that the comptrollier’s department figured that it 
would apply to the balance of their contracts. Some of the agreements 
having three to four years to run, it placed the holders in a position 
whereby the studio understood that the same ratio of cut as goes into 
effect for the present would remain in force during the balance of their 
contracts if options were taken up. These people let out a yelp and 
Mayer now is trying to straighten out the situation by applying the 
shearing process for the current period only. 

Several contract players, including Jackie Cooper, refused the request 
of the studio to lessen their pay envelopes. In the Cooper case, when 
the cut was suggested, Mabel Cooper, mother of Jackie, told Mayer that 
not alone would they insist on the boy’s salary remaining the same, but 
that they wanted overage for the boy’s personal appearance tour. 

So the salary cut was forgotten and the other matter is being arbi- 
trated by the Academy conciliation committee. There were several writ- 
ers on a week-to-week basis who also declined to reduce their current 
earnings. Most of them are already off the payroll. 





Battle over product for metropolitan New York, fanning the past few 
weeks between Loew, Skouras Brothers and RKO, appears to be calm- 
ing. Heads of these theatre circuits nave been holding confabs and in- 
dications are that whatever disagreements existed were ironed out. 

Upshot is that RKO turns over some of its purchased films to Loew. 
Phil Reisman representing RKO has agreed to let Loew have some films 
bought for RKO to alleviate Loew film shortage in around 12 to 15 
situations. Strained situation between the companiés arose soon after 
RKO began negotiations with Skouras for a booking pool in New York 
whereby RKO reached out for a bigger buying power. Loew thereafter 
shoved in and purchased the entire Warner program, half of which for- 
merly went to RKO. 

RKO was thus shoved in a pocket for a sufficient supply of new prod- 
uct, but with the aid of its added buying power, gained through Skouras 
Brothers’ circuit, managed to acquire Fox’s lineup in full. Already hav- 
ing its own affiliated Radio-Pathe product, with the additional purchases 
of Universal, Columbia and half of Par’s program, RKO emerged with 
' @ possible 180 playing films. 

Loew having its own affiliated Metro films, besides WB, also has half 
of Par’s and United Artists, or a possible total of 142 playable films. 
Under this condition Loew faced a probable shortage of product in New 
York unless RKO was willing to turn over some of its purchased product. 





Leads, technical staff and adaptors on Paramount’s ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
are all familiar with the locale of the story, Italy’s Lake Como. Adolph 
Menjou was stationed there during the war as a member of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, Gary Cooper spent a month there recuperating from his 
recent breakdown, Helen Hayes, with her husband, Charles McArthur, 
spent the summer there two years ago, Frank Borzage and his brother, 
Lew, latter his assistant, were at Como two years ago visiting the birth- 
place of their father. 

Benjamin Glazer, associate producer, and Oliver H. P. Garrett, who 
did the adaptation, both have vacationed there, while Charles Grissin, 
technical director, was the commanding officer of Ernest Hemingway, 
the author, while billeted at Lake Como. The assistant technical director. 
Dr. A. Jardini, was the ‘doctor from Como’ in the novel who operated on 
the wound in Hemingway’s knee. 





At times studio efficiency experts prove valuable in more ways than 
one. A girl sent to one of the Coast publicity departments from the 
New York office found her career ending abruptly when efficiency men 
inadvertently ran into a news leak on the lot. Material had been ap- 
pearing in Eastern papers reflecting on studio methods and personnel. 
Studio could not trace the source. 

One night an efficiency man saw a bulky envelope marked ‘air mail,’ 
addressed to a New York newspaper man. On account of its weight the 
envelope was brought to the studio publicity chief who disclaimed know- 
ledge of its contents. He opened it, found a number of photographs as 
well as articles by the girl, which were quite scurrilous and referred to 
studio heads and executives as being incompetent, etc. Next day the 
girl had a ticket east. 





According to the remarks of indie exhibitor leaders, they regard the 
‘exclusive run’ sales idea as a gag and a come-on for higher rentals next 
season. 

Certain distributors who frowned when the policy appeared to be 
gaining serious consideration now also agree with the indies, that it was 
a novel sales campaign. ‘These distribs state their regret is that they 
didn’t think of it first. 

That ‘exclusive’ will never come on any scale to cause national con- 
cern is expressed by many indies. They assert that the companies can’t 
do it on a wide scale, because there would be too much readjustment of 
contracts and that the average first run couldn’t stand up under the 
burden, 





Refusing to permit foreign newspaper correspondents on the Coast lot, 
and turning them down on all requests for story material for the past 
six months, Fox now finds itself in a ticklish position in its attempt to 
obtain British coverage for exploitation on ‘Cavalcade.’ 

In the past week studio has attempted to make peace with the better 
known English writers, most of whom have refused to visit the lot, or 
write anything about this Noel Coward piece which is being produced 
with an eye towards extensive exhibition in Great Britain ag a film. 
Cold shoulder attitude to foreign correspondents was instigated by the 
New York office which desired to control all publicity outside of the 
United States. 





Impenetrable reticence in the Chicago Balaban and Katz organization 
surrounds the incident of Barney Balaban in swimming. It seems, at 
least, that he did go swimming. 

It was in the lake, there were waves and a boat providing an unex- 
plained element of danger. At this point an executive of B & K, stand- 
ing by, dove in to save Balaban. It was an act of heroism but not entirely 
necessary, according to one story. Maybe, to make the story sound 
better, it was added that having jumped in with all his clothes on the 
executive-hero was not ideally situated and needed a little help himself. 

Anyhow, much chuckling over the incident, but nobody seems to know 
if Barney had been in genuine danger or not, ‘ 





Under a tie-up for give-away of a Plymouth automobile the Skouras’ 
Audubon, New York, combination, is running off an advertising reel for 
Plymouth on every show. It’s preceded by a sales talk from B. E. 
Hutchinson, chairman of Plymouth board, and follows with a test of 





The cut was not 100% at) 
the Culver City plant in the case of all contract players and stars. Many 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change} 


Hollywood 








Week Aug. 5 
Paramount—‘Guilty as Hell 
(Par). 
Capitol — ‘Skyscraper Souls’ 
(Metro). 
Strand—‘Doctor X’ (WB) (4). 
Mayfair—‘American Madness’ 


weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety's’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regulan 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





(Col). 

Rialto—‘Man Called Back’ 
(Tiff) (24 week). 

Rivoli—‘White Zombie’ (UA) 
(2a week). 

Winter Garden — ‘Congorilla’ 
(Fox) (3d week). 


REISSUES IN GERMANY 
AS PROD. STANDS STILL 








Week Aug. 12 
Paramount — ‘Devil and the Berlin, July 23. 
Deep’ (Par). . The cinematic situation here con- 
— — ‘Downstairs’ (Met- 1) tinues critical, with the need of new 
Strand—‘Doctor X’ (WB) (24 pictures to fill the theatres. 
week). With declining releases, reissues 


Mayfair—American Madness’ 
(Col) (2d week). 
Rialto—‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) 


to a very large extent in first runs 
and large theatres in Berlin, as well 


(10). as throughout Germany, are in 
Rivoli—‘White Zombie’ (UA) vogue. 
3d week). However, the reissue practice has 


Winter Garden — ‘Hollywood 
Speaks’ (Col) (11). 


$2 Pictures 
‘Grand Hotel’ (Metro) (As- 
tor) (16th week). 


proved to be a financial succest. 
Production for the coming season 
is still slow, as the future is uncer- 
tain. Financing becomes increas- 
ingly difficult. 
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one of the cars rolling down a hill, driving off under its own power with- 
out repair, 


It’s probably the most extensive plug under any tie-up and more dis- 
tinctly advertising than anything since commercial shorts were ruled off 
screens. 


-_—-——— 


One of the most unusual labor-exhibitor setups exists in Baltimore 
where the operators and exhibitors are tied in together in an Operators 
& Managers Union. Both the union and the MPTO of Md. (Allied 
organization headed by Herman Blum) are housed together afd main- 
tain joint club rooms. Most peculiar is that the operators’ business 
manager and the exhibs’ labor negotiator are one and the same man, 
Harry Cluster. . 

Both sides are evidently satisfied with the arrangement and Cluster. 

In the recent outburst of exhibitor-operator squabbles throughout the 
country, Baltimore was one town where things were peaceful. 





What is considered the biggest front page break a picture has ever 
had in Pittsburgh took place last week when the biggest gangland kill- 
ing in the town’s history broke the same day that ‘Scarface’ opened at 
the Penn. 


Film got under way at 10 a. m. and three hours later imported gun- 
men swooped down upon a coffee shop wiping out three of the Volpe 
brothers, John, James and Arthur, alleged leaders of the booze racket 
in this district. 


The Penn immediately superimposed ‘Scarface’ plugs over daily head- 
lines and got them on the streets. 





Free lance writers who concoct original stories have an average in- 
vestment of from $25 to $100 in research work and preparation before 
they are able to turn in a first rough draft. This expense is mostly for 
books bearing on the subject on which they are working. Then there is 
stenographic work which does not come within the province of studio 
payment. ‘ 

These writers never ask studios to get the books they require for re- 
search work as they feel it might tip off where they get their ideas. One 
free lance writer, after selling a studio an idea for a story, spent $80 at 
the book stores for research material. 





Baltimore’s picture lineup for the coming season is becoming concrete. 
Few changes from last season’s arrangement. 


Town's indie vaudfilmer, Hippodrome, will take Radio and Pathe first 
run 100%. Will also use Pathe News after having gone through the 
present season with Fox. Straight flicker New enters into its second 
year of a five-year Fox franchise, while the Century and Stanley will 
get the WB-FN, Metro, Paramount and United Artists choice. 

Other first runs are Keith’s, which will likely pick up Columbia and 
Universal again, while the Rivoli will continue its present spot-booking 
week-to-week arrangement, 





Little chance of Chester Erskin going wrong on his initial solo direc- 
torial assignment, ‘The New Yorker,’ starring Al Jolson. Erskin is 
working along the Lewis Milestone system, with the latter on this U.A. 
set every day to see that matters run smoothly. As assistants Erskin 
has Nate Watts and Lonnie D’Orsay, both of whom have aided Milestone 
for several years. Also, he has what is known as the Milestone chart 
with which to work. 

The chart has a sketch of each scene to be shot, showing the position 
of the people, as well as their movements, and with the dialog checked 
alongside of the figures so that no deviation is made, 





Politics in the film industry are resolving themselves into definite party 
lines. Following Will Hays’ avowed Republicanism and Paramount 
granting George Akerson leave to handle Hoover publicity, two moves 
for the Democrats are now on the record. 

Hays’ chief counsel, Charlie Pettijohn, spent all last Thursday (28) in 
Albany conferring with Gov. Roosevelt. Whether Pettijohn will actively 
join the Roosevelt bandwagon is not yet settled. Announcement also 
made that Frank Walker, attorney long identified with the Comerford 
theatre interests, has been made treasurer of the National Democratic 
Committee, 





‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ cost just a bit over $52,500 to turn out includ- 
ing book rights and entire expense of the expedition which was in the 
Malay States for six months. 

When the first 50,000 feet of film was sent from the jungle to Van 
Beuren, latter was disinclined to go further with the project. Buck 
appealed to his agent George T. Bye, in New York, to have Van Beuren 
supply him with transportation back to America. This -was done, and 
when the troupe landed in New York the entire expenditure, without 
recording or syncing, totaled $41,000. Expedition included only Buck, 
his wife, two cameramen and Clyde Elliott, the director. Buck was not 
paid any salary for his work, bétng in on a percentage, 

Sufficient footage left over from ‘Alive’ to supply material for ‘Lost 
In the Maylayan Jungle,’ which Van Beuren fs releasing as a serial 
through Radio. 

Buck gives Jesse J. Goldburg credit for getting his work on the screen. 
To place himself on record, he sent the film man a copy of his book with 





the inscription on the fly leaf reading: ‘To Jesse Goldburg who first saw 
(Continued on page 41) 
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Olympic Interference 
Past week was shot as far ag 
studio work was concerned due to 
entertaining of Olympic contestants 
and correspondents. Each lot also 
sent stars to San Francisco for the 
Shrine convention. 





U's Rewrites 
John Huston rewriting and dia« 
loging ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ 
at U. ‘Invisible Man’ gets new 
adaptation by Richard Schayer, 





Track for Arcadia 
Voters of Arcadia, Calif., passed 
an ordinance okaying establishment 
of race track on the Lucky Bald-« 
win ranch by a two-to-one major« 
ity. Another track already started 
at El Monte. 





War Department has clamped lid 
on Coast regiments giving femme 
film stars honorary titles. 





Dudlev Nichols writing an orig< 
inal at Fox. 





Susan Fleming’s Termer 
Susan Fleming gets a Paramount 
termer as result of her work in 
‘Million Dollar Legs.’ 





‘Rapture’ for Crawford i 
Metro shaping ‘Brief Rapture,’ 
Polan Banks’ novel, as a Joan 
Crawford) starrer, Clarence Brown 
may direct it. 





Walker Resigns 
Refusing to take a salary cut, 
H. M. Walker, Roach dialog direc<« 
tor, resigned. 





Court for Cruze Case 

Legal fight between James Cruze 
and Tiffany, over extending time on 
Cruze’s contract to supply four 
pictures, and Tiffany’s claim that 
he padded bills by $60,000, has gone 
from seven months’ arbitration ta 
trial in Supericr Court. 





Jap on ‘Butterfly’ 
Paramount hired Michio Ito, Jap 
anese dancer, to work on adapta- 
tion and act as technical director 
for ‘Madame Butterfly.’ 





Ginger at Fox 
Ginger Rogers at Fox in ‘Hat 
Check Girl.’ 





Team Stays at U 
Off adaptation of ‘Only Yester~ 
day’ after a month’s work, Kubec 
Glassmon and John Bright bor- 
rowed from Warners, will work out 
the balance of their time at Uni- 
versal writing an original. 





Jessel-Talmadge Tour 
George Jessel flew back to New 
York Aug. 1 and Norma Talmadge 
leaves by train Aug. 5 to join him 
in a six weeks tour of Publix 
houses opening Aug. 12 at the Par- 
amount, N. Y. 





Writers Dropped 
Metro dropped William Anthony 
McGuire and Mercede de Costa 
from the writing staff. 





Unusual 
Radio moving up production of 
‘Little Orphan Annie’ to Aug. 8 be- 
cause script is ready ahead of 
schedule. 





Preston Foster borrowed from 
Warners and Ralph Graves from 
Metro, for Universal’s ‘All America.’ 





First of the Junior Durkin series 
for J. G. Bachman being written 
by Dorothy Yost. 





Praskins Returns 
Difficulty between Leonard Pras4 
kins and Metro has been straight< 
ened with writer returning to the 
lot to work on ‘Flesh’ for Wallace 
Beery. Walked when studio took 
him off the yarn two weeks ago, 





Chas. Ray Given Lead 
Charles Ray replaced by Paul 
Kelly in ‘Girl from Calgary’ Mono- 
gram. Ray goes into ‘The Wayne 
Murder Case’ which I. E. Chadwick 
will produce for same firm, 





Gable and Hayes 
Practically set that Clark Gablé 
will be bracketed with Helen Hayes 


(Continued on page 36) 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Mike Marco. 
Norma Talmadge. 
George Jessel. 
Fred Randall. 
Sam Katz. 
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Whitney Bolton, 
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Tuesday, August 2, 1932 


6500 Dark 








Dark houses constitute the big- 
gest single loss in money and na- 
tional attendance for the picture 
business. Officials estimate that 
6,500 theatres are now closed. 

On the attendance angle exhibi- 
tor leaders calculate that when a 
house closes the industry loses 80% 
of those who composed the regular 
patrons at that boxoffice and that 
20% is the most which the surviv- 
ing competition inherits as an aver- 


age. 

Exhibitor heads dispute the big 
losses claimed by distributors 
through darkened theatres. They 
gay that if the competing theatre is 
atill closed when new film contracts 
are written, the distrib makes up for 
a good part of his loss by forcing 
the operating exhib to assume a 
portion of the film voided by the 
closing. 

With detail figures finally at hand 
the industry, and especially the ma- 
jors, are concentrating on reducing 
the number of closed _ theatres. 
There are fewer theatres open now 
than at any time since the business 
reached its majority. 


Three House Groups 


The closed houses are divided into 
three groups. The largest class 


Theatres Costing 
- Distribution $1,300,000 Weekly: 
80% Patron Loss on Each House 


. 





takes in theatres averaging 700 
seats and paying an average weekly 
film rental of $200. There are 4,300 
theatres in this group. 

In the second section are gathered 
2,000 theatres with an average of 
200 seats and an approximate 
weekly film rental of $40 each. 
Many of these sites, it is pointed 
out, are the kind which normally 
operate only on part time, or three- 
day-a-week, basis. The third class 
consists of houses of 1,000 seats and 
over, figured around 1,200 capacity 
as an average. These houses pay 
an average rental of $250 a week 
for a film program, and the estimate 
is that 200 theatres of this size are 
dark. 

Compiling the rental money nor- 
mally paid out by these theatres, 
based on these figures, it shows that 
these 6,500 dark houses are costing 
film distribution $1,300,000 for every 
week they are dark. 

Vacant Charrs 

If analyzed from the standpoint 
of attendance the unfilled seats in 
these dark houses reaches almost 
unbelievable proportions. The num- 
ber of voided chairs reaches a total 
of 3,690,000, but that is held up as 
only a small part so far as the at- 
tendance is concerned. Film statisti- 
cians calculate the industry’s normal 
audience as filling each chair once a 
day for at least five days of every 
week. This multiplication applied 
to the chairs accounted for shows a 
drop of 20,000,000 payees weekly at 
pictures in the U. S. 

Even with the flow of 20% to 
other houses, which picture authori- 
ties hold is generous, there still re- 
mains a flat 15,000,000 people who 
have not been buying at other box- 
offices. 





WB’s ‘Mind Reader’ 


Warners has purchased ‘Mind 
Reader,’ a new play by Vivian Cos- 
by. <Authoress also penned ‘Trick 
for Trick,’ another dramatic piece. 

Sale was concluded last week by 
Jake Wilk, WB’s New York sce- 
nario head, within 36 hours after 
receiving word from the coast to 
buy. ‘ 





ONE TRANS-LUX CLOSES 


One of the Trans-Lux houses on 
Broadway closed Sunday night 
(31). This was the house that in- 
stalled features two weeks ago, with 
announcement at that time it was 
an experiment. 

Other half of the twin Broadway 
Trans-Luxer continues with news- 
reel and shorts. The half, closed 
down is for the balance of the 
summer. 





Tishman-Goldberg East 
Los Angeles, Aug. 1, 
Following the run of their ‘Har- 
lem Is Heaven’ film at the Lincoln 
theatre, here, Irving Tishman and 
Jack Goldberg are on their way 
back to New York. 
Stopping at San Antonio, New Or- 
leans and Atlanta on the way. 


PEIECTURES 














McVick Resumes Aug. 17, 
Rain’ at U. A. Sept. 5 


Chicago, Aug. 1, 


MeVickers will be the first of the 
closed Balaban and Katz theatres 
to reopen. House comes out of the 
camphor Aug. 17 with Maurice 
Chevalier’s ‘Love Me Tonight’ 
(Par). Bill Hollander and Charley 
Kurtzman will handle the cam- 
paign. 

Meanwhile, the United Artists 
will stay shuttered until Labor 
Day when ‘Rain’ (UA), arrives. 

B & K is opening McVickers to 
outlet a group of Paramount pic- 
tures now ready. The Paradise, 
deluxer on the west side, will not 
resume before Labor Day. About 
six lesser neighborhoods of the 
B&K chain are dark. 


SEATTLE UNION STAND 
MAY CAUSE RKO JAM 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Seattle musicians’ union has re- 
fused closing notice on Orpheum 
theatre there, claiming they have a 
straight contract and must play 
through under the straight picture 
policy. 

It is expected this will bring 
serious trouble as the circuit will 
refuse their demands. 


Par Following Up Its 
Program Reaction Stunt 


Following the fan interview stunt 
with Irene Thirer, N. Y. ‘News’ film 
critic, Publix has arranged to ob- 
tain the reaction of buyers of sev- 
eral large department stores on 
Paramount pictures, comment on 
public tast@s, etc. 

Lined up by Jack Hess, whose 
idea it is, the company has corralled 
eight buyers of as many department 
store organizations over the coun- 
try. 

A few weeks ago Par got Miss 
Thirer to stand in front of the Cri- 
terion, New York, and ask passers- 
by what they thought of the Par 
> ictures soon to be released, billing 
on the theatre wall announcing the 
product. Par got permission of the 
‘News’ for the stunt, having picked 
that paper since it pioneered the 
‘Inquiring Reporter’ thing around 
New York. There was no particular 
tie-up, ‘News’ approving the plan 
for the publicity involved for itself 
and its femme critic. 


‘Shanghai’ Redubbed OK 
For French Approval 


Paris, Aug. 1. 

Home office orders from Para- 
mount to fix the French officers’ 
sequences in ‘Shanghai Express,’ 
have been very cleverly executed. 
Film, current at the Paramount, 
Paris, is generally satisfactory to 
the French, 

Dubbing, done in Joinville by 
Jacob Karol, is excellent, but is the 
first instance here of that done on 
a speciaily made negative, different 
from the original, so as to permit 
screening, not the actor who talks, 
but the one he addresses. In this 
respect, it is entirely different from 
the Metro foreign language lip 
movement retake but just as effi- 
cient. 

Joe Seidelman arrived on open- 
ing day and was able to form his 
own opinion. 























Welch Reviving ‘Mickey’ 


Warners Ban Giveaways 
As Biz Tearer-Downers 


Warners have banned all give- 
aways in. WB theatres. Orders to 
this effect were issued last week. 
Those free contests involving giv- 
ing away of various articles to in- 
duce better business have been 
found wanting. In instances inves- 
tigated the giveaway schemes have 
been found to hurt rather than help 
business, especially on the follow- | 
ups. 

The Warner action is in line with 
present agitation among the larger 
chains relative to banning of such 
contests all over the circuit’. Most- 
ly the pressure comes by way of 
distribs who see protection angles | 
endangered through such contests. 


SALESMEN FIND, 








TOO EARLY 


Some sales managers are sorry 
they sent their men to the field so 
soon. The salesmen are making 
their trips trying to write business, 
but finding that the majority of ac- 
counts can’t yet make up their 
minds on how or what to buy this 
season. 

It means the salesmen will have 
to make additional trips virtually 
covering their entire territory. Met- 
ro is the only company holding back 
its men. 

Some belief exists that next year’s 
selling will get back to September 
as it was a few years ago. The 
salesmen under the present order of 
things, go out in early summer to 
take contracts on pictures that will 
no* start to break until around Aug. 
15 or later. Last year they went out 
as early as April and ran up big 
expense accounts by having to re- 
visit their people several times be- 
fore getting to first base. 

Many a salesman also burnt out 
his case in going back to exhibs for 
new contracts after his home office 
had refused to accept the first and 
sometimes the second, 


WB Buys Radio Films 


Warners has closed a deal for 
Radio pictures over the WB circuit 
for 1932-’33. It’s national in scope 
and for all houses where product is 
available. 

Warner theatres has also put 
through the annual technical deal 
calling for all WB-First National 
product. 


SKOURAS-MADISON AUG. 20 
Madison, Aug. 1. 
Spyros Skouras takes over the 
local Madison houses from RKO 
Aug. 20, instead of Aug. 6. Date’s 
been pushed back, 
H. J. Vitzgerald, operating Fox 
Midwesco for Skouras, will handle 
under general supervision of Eddie 














Brighton Beach. Late Sunday night 


THEY STARTED | 


VARIETY 
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Banning of Complete Films on 
Increase in Small Towns; Exhibs 
Order 2 Pictures for Protection 





+. 


Columnist-House Mgr. 
Beaten Up in Office 


Being a columnist and managing 
a picture house dcesn’t mix well in 
the opinion of Albert L. Greene who 
handles both jobs for the Tuxedo, 





(31), while counting up the house, 
jreene was cornered in his office 
and unmercifully beaten by two men 
who ignored the money present. 
Greene recovered in Coney Island 
Hospital several hours later. 

Difficulty, according to Greene, 
comes from a column he has been 
writing for his house program. Last 
week he gagged about suckers who 
play slot machines and what little 
chance they had of winning. At 
about 11 Sunday night, Greene 
stated, two men walked into his 
office and confronted him with, 
‘We'll teach you how to keep your 
nose clean,’ and then proceeded to 
mop him up. 


Exhib Buys Sound 
But Can’t Use It 
As W. E. Steps In 


A. W. Gibbs, owner of the Gibbs 
theatre, Youngsville, Pa., finds him- 
self the owner of Western Electric 
equipment ‘which he can keep but 


not use, 

Gibbs took advantage of a recent 
sheriff's sale and got the equip- 
ment, part of the Strand, Green- 
ville, property, at an auction during 
an involuntary bankruptcy pro- 
ceeding. 

Under the laws of Pennsylvania, 
as explained by W. E., a landlord 
has the right to sell all property to 
satisfy the terms of his lease, That 
does not mean, however, that he 
can take an equipment which is 
not sold outright and use it with- 
out getting a license from the com- 
pany holding titular rights. West- 
ern is taking this stand in an ac- 
tion which it has brought against 
Gibbs, 
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No Twinning Also a 


Problem in Germany 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 

Meeting of Bertin exhibitors rec- 
ommended to producers and distrib- 
utors to avoid continued production 
of pictures of certain subjects as 
well as of series production, 

It was further agreed that only 
one feature film was allowed to be 








Alperson, 


played in one program, 





Exhibs Move for Free Circulation, 
Would Use Up Average Film in 8 Wks. 





Declaring that conditions have 
definitely demonstrated free cir- 
culation as the basis for prosperity, 
indie exhibitor leaders are charg- 
ing distributors with hoarding 
playdates. The producer, as the 
indies would have him described, 
should be nothing more than a 
- holesale retailer entitled to a dis- 
count, brt nothing more, 


Offensive along indie battle 
front, already armisticed in spots 
throughout the country through 
compromises and cour: rulings, 


though affecting only those isolated 
territories, is aimed at circuit con- 
trol of first run product. Leaders of 
independents, apparently seeing in 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


Robert Welch has bought the dia- 
log rights to ‘Mickey’ from Hamp- | 
ton Del Ruth. He will release 
through Monogram. 

Welch expects to go into produc- 
tion as soon as he clears a lien Con- 
solidated Laboratories holds on the 
old Sennett negative made 11 years 





ago with Mabel Norman. Prior to 


that ‘Mickey’ was made by Mutual. | the established barriera of booking | merit longer playing time, 





the Horwitz-Hays settlement a 
signifinace not apparent to all, now 
openly declare themselves as against 
circuit dictation as reflected in im- 
mense buying power as well as af- 
filiation with the producer, 
Aim At Protection 
Behind the movement is the ad- 
mitted purpose of breaking down 


|than anything else, 


| weeks. 


protection. Feeling that the time 
is now ripe, either through an 
agreement within the industry or a 
court battle, the indie chiefs specify 
that protection ties up a picture 
for months during which not only 
the indie exhibs are deprived of a 
chance to realize a return, but, that 
this is hazardous to the investment 
of the producer also. 

Short profit and short exten- 
sion of credit, or a quick cash 
turnover for the entire industry, 
will do more to establish business 
they believe. 

If proponents of the indies had 
their own way features would be 
released and disposed of much the 
same as newsreels. Instead of tak- 
ing about 14 months to complete its 
domestic run a feature, like a news- 
reel, would then make its entrance 
and exit within a period of eight 
The indies are careful to 
classify the type of picture to ex- 
haust its American run in about 
two months. They concede that 
certain features on every lineup 





A new censor menace which take€ 
the exhibitor unawares and them 
renders him helpless, and subject 
to loss of license, is threatening 
lesser cities and towns of the coun- 
try. Already 50 such spots, taking 
in 75 exhibitors, are said to be bate 
tling a movement for which 
women's clubs seem to be supplying 
the impetus. 

Shears are not touched in the 
latest method. If any portion of @ 
picture is deemed distasteful the 
entire feature is barred from the 
town where the ruling is made. 

As a result the exhibitors coming 
under this hammer are ordering 
double programs for each booking 
so as to have a substitute film om 
hand and not be forced to go dark. 
Since this is working a hardship om 
the distributor as well, because the 
distrib cannot collect on a film re«- 
jected by authorities, the Hays or- 
ganization is trying to co-operate 
with national exhibitor groups in arg 
attempt to stem this drastic cen- 
sorial tide. 


Exhibs’ Fault Too 

Film investigators are going inte 
some of the towns affected to make 
a special study of the scissorless 
formula, At the outset, however, 
producer overseers feel that the 
fault in many cases lies with the 
arrogant exhibitor who refuses te 
arbitrate with his community. 

Insidious part of this formula, 
Haysites declare, is that it slaps the 
theatre before the exhibitor has a 
chance to know what is going on. 
Checking the spread of this type of 
censorship last week caused the 
alarm to be sounded when it was 
revealed that within less than three 
months the new censor bug has 
bitten a half hundred towns and is 
threatening as many more, 

Women's clubs, some of which 
have been considered friendly 
toward the industry, are reported to 
have backed, and be backing, this 
home-rule method of censorship. A 
visit to the mayor is found usually 
to be the first step in inaugurating 
the first complete picture elimina- 
tion process the industry has known, 
Invariably this is followed by the 
mayor issuing instructions to the 
local chief of -police to revoke the 
exhibitor’s license if the theatre 
continues to show films considered 
distasteful to the women’s repre- 
sentatives. 

In most of the towns, it is also 
declared, exhibitors must give pre- 
showings to the vigilantes’ commit- 
tee. This involves an additional 
cost which the exhib must pay out 
of his own pocket. 


POISONED ‘GIN’ KILLS 
LOU JACOBSON OF RKO 


San Francisco, Aug. L 

What is believed to have been a 
tragic accident took the lives of 
Louis Jacobson, district real estate 
manager for RKO and in charge of 
the Golden Gate theatre building, 
and two local policemen who took 
a drink of what they thought was 
gin in Jacobson office Tuesday (26). 

The officers were Richard Smith 
and Joe Lorenz, both popular 
around their Sixth and Market 
traffic posts in front of the Golden 
Gate. 

The bottle from which the trio 
drank contained cyanide. Jacobson 
and Lorenz die@ within a few mo- 
ments. Smith lingered on for seve 
eral hours. 


Par’s Quota Quartet 


Berlin, Aug. L 

Gus Schaefer, Paramount's Ger= 
man chief, has so far ordered four 
pictures to be made by the German- 
American producer, Felix Pfitzner, 

These are specially intended for 
release within Germany and the 
German speaking countries. 











10% COLUMBUS CUT 
Berlin, Aug. 1. 

All stagehands and film opera- 
tors here take a 10% slash in sal« 
aries next month. Contracts with 
the Neth chain of local houses were 
signed last week. RKO and Loew 
contracts are to be signed this 
week, 

Marks a continuation of the local 
trend of doing away with anything 
resemlbing a union scale, musiciang 
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Wandering Olympic Crowds Help ~ 
[. A., Downtown Especially; ‘Year 


Big $24,000; ‘Bring “Em $1450 





Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

With town flooded with Olympiad 
visitors and conventioneers, condi- 
tions took a turn for the better, 
with the downtown group of houses 
and the Chinese getting a heavy 
play during the early part of the 
session. Just what will happen now 
that the games are under way, with 
events running day and night to 
round out the week, is perplexing 
the exhibitors. 

Olympic crowds wandered down- 
town over the weekend and were 
helpful to theatres while Hollywood 
seemed to have been neglected ex- 
cept for the Chinese, 

Chinese with ‘Strange Interlude,’ 
State with ‘First Year’ and Orphe- 
um having ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive,’ 
with Frank Buck in person, are the 
leaders this week, with top grosses 
in that order. 

Carthay Circle, closed for more 
than six months, gets going Aug. 4 
with Universal’s ‘Back Street,’ hav- 
ing its world premiere at a $5.50 top. 
Already has large advance sale and 
should get off to a $5,000 or better 
start. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Fox) (2,028; 55-$1.65)— 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G) and stage 
show (3d week). Great matinee 
play. Last week much more than 


looked for after the start, close to 
three 


$23,000. Possibly another 
weeks, with Chevalier’s ‘Love Me 
Tonight’ (Par) indicated as suc- 
cessor. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville. Maybe $9,500. Last week 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB), with Cag- 
ney name largely responsible, just 
shy of $10,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB). Powell- 
Francis combination may get $10,- 
000, up a little. Last week “Stran- 
ger in Town’ (WB) wilted after fair 
start to slow drag, $6,500. : 

Orpheum = (2,270; 35-90)—‘Bring 
‘Im Back Alive’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville. With short, smart, heavy ex- 
ploitation campaign waged by Ben 
Serkowich off to enormous start, 
and should wind up close to $14,500. 
Buck in person. Last week ‘Roar of 
Dragon’ (Radio) beat previous at- 
traction by better than $1,000, get- 
ting $7,600. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-90)— 
‘Merrily We Go to Hell’ (Par) and 
stage show. Mild $7,100 in view. 
Last week. ‘Red Headed Woman’ 
(MG), though off .to fair’ start, 
seemed as though trade had been 
strained through nearby previews, 
and its Beverly showing, so finished 
up with around $7,500. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10)—‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) 
and stage show. With fair start 
and two previews this week pos- 
gibly will hit around. $14,000. Last 
week ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) had 
terrible going, coming in with 
around $8,000. 

State (loew-Fox) (2,024; 35-75)— 
"The First Year’ (Fox) -and stage 
show. Farrell-Gaynor combination 
may mean around $24,000 to the 
gate. Last week ‘For Glory and a 
Girl’ (M-G), (‘Huddle’), although 
Jack Dempsey on stage can be cred- 
ited for all draw; with midnite show 





ISTRONG $20,000 FOR 
FIRST YEAR’ IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, Aug. 1. 

The Fox this week is cornering 
all the business. Gaynor-Farrell 
combination, always a box office 
cinch here, is doing the trick. 
House got advance release on pic- 
ture in the hope of pulling out of 
the slump of last few weeks, which 
is being done nicely to the tune of 
over $20,000. 

Missouri experienced marked drop 
from previous week by holding over 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ tab for three 
extra days, but gross on divided 
program will be about double the 
average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Par) (3,000; 55-65- 
72)—‘War Correspondent’ (Col) and 
unit. No better than average $19,- 
000. Last week ‘Lady and Gent’ 
(Par) $21,100, okay. 

Fox (Fox) (6,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox) and unit. Gay- 
nor-Farrell combination _ bringing 
first good business in several 
weeks; big $20,000 in view. Last 
week ‘Almost Married’ (Fox) $10,- 
000, average. 

Loew's State (Loew) (3,000; 25- 
35-55) —‘Unashamed’ (M-G). Aver- 
age business, $10,000. Last week 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) same. 

Missouri (Par) (3,500; 25-35-55) 
‘Make Me a Star’ (Par), and 
‘Rhapsody in Black’ tab held over 
for three days. Double bill resumed 
Monday for four-day run, ‘Doomed 





Battalion’ (U) and ‘Strangers of 
Evening’ (Tiffany). Combination 
good for $11,000, nice. Last week, 


first of ‘Rhapsody’ and ‘Make Me a 
Star’ (Par) huge $25,800. 


TED LEWIS PANICS K. C., 





HELPS ‘MOLLY,’ $21,000 





Kansas City, Aug. 1. 

After a three years’ absence Ted 
Lewis and his band of musicians, 
singers and dancers are the big fea-° 
ture at the Mainstreet and stand- 
ing them up with prospects of turn- 
ing in the best gross of the season. 
Papers were generous to him with 
advance readers, giving much more 
than usual to a vaudeville act. The 
picture is: ‘Molly ‘Louvain.’ 

A block away Loew’s Midland is 
also enjoying..strong interest -with 
the thriller ‘White Zombie.’ Man- 
ager John McManus gave it some 
sensational publicity, with several 
stunts added, and they created the 
much-sought curiosity and ticket 
sales, Customers entering the house 
were handed. ‘Faint Cards,’ which 
notified them that should they faint 
while witnessing the show that the 
card would admit bearer to a later 
performance. It was a neat trick 
and drew smiles. 

The two Publix-Dubinsky houses, 
Newman with ‘The First Year’ and 
Liberty showing ‘Purchase Price,’ 
suffered on account of the strong 
competition, but both will probably 
build as there are many here who 





and added attractions, hit just short 
of $18,000, not so bad. 


‘YEAR’-RIO’ TAB WHAM 
BOSTON FOR $30,000 


Boston, Aug. 1. 

Things picked up here last week, 
with Rudy Vallee at the Met and 
Russ Columbo at the RKO Me- 
morial. The Gaynor-Farrell com- 
bination in ‘The First Year,’ plus a 
‘Rio Rita’ tab on the stage, is lifting 
the Met even higher this week, while 
the RKO Memorial, with ‘War Cor- 
respondent,’ should at least hold its 
recovery from last month's dol- 








drums, 
Estimates tor This Week 
Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-83)— 


‘The First Year’ with ‘Rio Rita’ tab- 
loidized on the stage. Probably big 
$30,000. Nice $25,900 last week with 
Vallee and ‘Madame _ Racketeer’ 
(Par). 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 30-55- 
66)—‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) will im- 
prove low $7,000 take last week with 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB), getting 
$10,000. 

‘Memorial (RKO) (4,000; 35-55-83) 

-=-‘War Correspondent’ (Col) 
screen and Hai Le Roy and six acts 
on stage seems to be holding fairly 
well to good $18,000. Last week 
‘The Man Called Back’ (Tiff) and 
Russ Columbo $19,500, fine. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-55)— 
*Holly wood Speaks’ (Col) and 
Blanche Calloway heading six-act 
bill. May get $8,000, okay. Last 
week $5,000 on ‘Riders of Death 
Valley’ (U) and vaudeville, 


on, 


like their Gaynor and Farrel and 
Stanwyck. 

Night baseball, four nights a 
week, going fairly well, with large 
crowds Friday nights when the 
femmes are admitted freé; except an 
8c. Federal tax. 

Last week was just about the 
worst of the summer. Temperature 
in the 90’s all the time, and even 
the lure of the chilled theatres could 
not get the customers downtown 
nights. The mats were all that 
saved things. Some of them were 
pretty near heartbreaking. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (Publix-Dubinsky) (860: 
15-25)—‘Purchase Price’ (WB). 
Paced for poor $3,000. Last week 
‘Texas Bad Man’ (U), $3,900, fair. 

Loew’s Midland (4,000; 25-35-40) 
—White Zombie’ (UA). Offered az 
‘a picture for strong hearts,’ and 
with weird publicity, it promised 
something different, and opened 
strong with indications of going to 
fair $14,000. Last week ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ (M-G) failed to stand up, 
$11,900. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Molly Louvain’ (FN). Ted 
Lewis and band added feature, and 
what an addition. The lines were 
in front of the box office early for 
the Friday opening and the custom- 
ers kept coming. One of the heav- 
iest grosses of the season. Close to 
$21,000, big. Last week ‘Attorney 
for Defense’ (Col) sagged after 
good opening, $11,000, only fair. 

Newman (Publix-Dubinsky) (1,- 
890; 25-35-50)—‘First Year’ (Fox). 
Even Farrell-Gaynor failed to bring 
‘em in big but ought to build to a 
fair $6,000. Last week ‘Lady and 
Gent’ (Par) drew strong reviews 
and held up nicely for $6,700, 








‘First Year’s’ Smashing 
$9,800 Highlights L’ville 


Louisville, Aug. 1. 


Lull continues in Louisville, with 
hot weather and productions failing 
to draw as expected. Strand tops 
list with Janet Gaynor and Charles 
Farrell's new film and good exploit- 
ation. 

National, stock house, giving 
away two-for-one tickets through 
newspaper ads and offering list of 
prizes to drag customers in. How- 
ever, several members of cast re- 
ported to be discontented on co-op- 
erative scale and it’s a question how 
long company will remain intact, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,252; 15-25-35-40)—‘Sky- 
scraper Souls’ (M-G). Weak $7,100. 
Last week ‘Unashamed’ (M-G), poor 
$5,400. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,765; 15- 
25-35-40)—‘First Year’ (Fox). 
Smashing $9,800. Last week ‘Brown 
of Culver’ (U), sad at $3,300. 
Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,710; 35- 
55)—‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN) four 
days. Helped by Nick Lucas on 
stage to okay $6,500. Last three 
‘Bachelor’s Folly’ (Gainsborough), 
off at $1,900. 

Brown (2,000; 15-25-40)—Is My 
Face Red? (RKO). .Good $3,500. 
Last week ‘Westward Passage’ 
(RKO), $1,700. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (1,000; 15- 
25)—‘Mme. Racketeer’ (Par). Good 
$1,900. Last week ‘Purchase Price’ 
(Col), $1,700. : 


Shriners Scram, 
Frisco Thrives: 
‘Alive’ $20,000 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
A good week end forced all 
houses to surprisingly high grosses 
with week probably one of the 
best of the season. The Golden 
Gate may near its record with 
$20,009 on ‘Alive.’ 
With this turn in events, man- 
agers can more easily forget last 
week’s sad tale, when grosses 
dropped to lowest 1evels in years, 
when town was flooded with 200,000 
Shriners. 
With United Artists closed, town 
has two dark for the first time. 
Situation won't be for long, though, 
as Orpheum reopens Friday (5) af- 
ter six weeks of darkness, with 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ going in for 
a continued run after an _ initial 
week at RKO’s Golden Gate. U.A. 
is shuttered until mid-September. 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ is biggest 
grosser now in the burg. Golden 
Gate is packing ’em in, an animated 
flash lobby display attracting much 
attention to the house. 
Personal appearances of Roscoe 
Ates and George Raft are helping 
the Warfield to a fine $19,000, 
best in weeks. Week started off 
great with holdouts at opening mat- 
inee, but first night was off, with 
Shriners staging the blowoff to 
their convention and everybody in 
town watching the parade. and 
pageant. But from Friday on con- 
ditions improved. 
Fox has ‘Skyscraper Souls,’ se- 
rialization of which has just finished 
in local ‘Call-Bulletin.’ It will do 
g£00d $32,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (5,000; 50-70), ‘Skyscraper 
Souls’ (M-G) and stage show with 
Blanche Sweet and Mitchell and 
Durant. Good at $32,000. Shrine 
punched holes in last week’s total, 
w'th $25,000 all there was on ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Legs’ (Par), Will Ma- 
honey in person and a Laurel- 
Hardy. 

' Golden Gate (2,270; 40-50-60). 
‘Bring ‘Em Back Alive’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Zooming skyward to $15,000, 
swell. Film goes te Orpheum after 
this week. Last stanza off to poor 
$10,000, with ‘Brown of Culver’ (U) 
feeling the Shrine heavily. 
Paramount (2,700; 50-65), ‘Wash- 
ington Masquerade’ (M-G) (24 
week). Convention took the edge off 
and first week was disappointing 
at low $7,500. Looks like $7,500 this 
term. 











Warfield (2,672; 50-65), ‘Ma- 
dame Racketeer (Par) and stage 
show with Roscoe Ates and 


George Raft helpir - at the b.o. May 
get $19,000, slightly more than the 
surprise figure done on ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery’ (Par) last week. 

Warners (1,365; 50-65), ‘Purchase 
Price’ (WB). Barbara Stanwyck 
liked here ai.d $9,000 is neat biz. 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB) oke at $8,000 
last week. 





TOBIS COMPETISH-LESS NOW 
Berlin, July 23. 
Lignose, the last independent 
sound film apparatus company, 
owner of Lignose-Hoerfilm-Breusing 
company, has been merged with 
Tobis. Thus the only Tobis compe- 





+ 20-25-30-40-55-65)—‘Madame Rack- 


Boyd Reopens to $16,000; ‘First 


Year’ Big $23,000; Philly Spurts 





‘CONGORILLA,’ $8,000; 
NEWARK UP MILDLY 


Newark, Aug. 1. 

A little more hopeful here this 
weck, but no one is e .usiastic, 
save at the Little, where ‘The Heart 
of Ireland,’ the first Irish nicture to 
play here, with the only stage show 
in town, is expected to draw the 
many local Irish. 

The Terminal’s closing is more 
likel: to help the neighborhoods 
tha: any downtown house. 

Estimates for This Week 


Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65) — ‘Congorilla’ (Fox). 
Comes in after a series of travel 
pictures at other houses, but ex- 
pected to do over a good $8,000. 
Last week ‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) 
better than hoped for at $7,200. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35)— 
‘Huddle’ (M-G) and ‘The Doomed 
Battalion’ (U). Not so good as late- 
ly, and won’t do over $4,200. Last 
week ‘Winner Take All’ (WB) and 
‘Week Ends Only’ (Fox), gorgeous 
at $5,200. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Heart 





of Ireland’ (Robert Emmett) and 
stage show. Management was sure 
of no less than $1,800, but, despite 


a fine break in the ‘Call’ will prob- 
ably have to be satisfied with $1,300 
this time of year. Holds over any- 
way. Last week ‘Tingel-Tangel’ 
(New Era) and ‘Der Wahre Jakob’ 
(New Era) bad at $700, 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65) — ‘Unashamed’ (M-G). 
This is just what they like here; 
$9,000. First Twelvetrees at this 
house. Last week ‘Blonde Captive’ 
(Col) weak at $6,000. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
eteer’ (Par). Lack of names, looks 
like a weak $4,000. Last week ‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) $4,700, low. 

Proctor (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65) — ‘Man Called Back’ 
(Tiff). Good notices; ought to reach 
$7,000. Last week ‘Roar of Dragon’ 
(Radio) better than hoped at $7,500. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25) 
—What Price Hollywood’ (Radio). 
For two days only, $900. House dark 
from Monday on indefinitely. Last 
week ‘Riding Tornado’ (Col) and 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par) with 
‘Love Bound’ (Peerless) and ‘Dark 
Horse’ on split, $3,100. 


Montreal Still Moons; 
Rebecca’ $11,000, OK 


Montreal, Aug. 1. 
Grosses still bobbing about just 
above and some under water, es- 
pecially with the nabes and the 
smaller main stems. Little hope of 
any change for the better or for the 
managers currently. Vacation days 
in full swing not helping any. 
Palace didn’t recover much last 
week but may get a little now with 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.’ 
They like that kind of picture here. 
Capitol has a couple of Para- 
mounts in ‘Life Goes On’ and ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Legs’ and may climb to 
$10,000. Loew’s showing ‘Man From 
Yesterday’ and stars are locaHy 
popular. May gross about $12,000, 
Princess has an ordinary brace but 
house is holding up well enough at 
around $7,000 every week. 
Imperial slipping on French films 
and barely making $2,000. Cinema 
de Paris has a fixture in ‘Cinq Ans 
sans Femmes,’ which repeats for its 
sixth week, and has been grossing 
about $1,000 a week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 75), ‘Rebecca 
of Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox). A lit- 
tle better than lately at $11,000. 
Last week ‘What Price Hollywood’ 
(RKO), bare $10,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Life 

Goes On’ (Par) and ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par). Nothing here to jus- 
tify more than $10,000, a bit better 
than last week with ‘Winner Take 
Al’ (WB) and ‘Week-End Mar- 
riage’ (WB), at $9,000. 
Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60), ‘Man 
From Yesterday’ (Par) and vaude. 
Colbert and Brook locally popular 
and fair stage fare may get $12,500. 
Last week ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) 
and vaude grossed $12,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60), 
‘Monte Carlo Madness’ (Ideal) and 
‘Honor of the Press’ (Ideal). Usual 
$7,000; ditto dJast week with ‘Holly - 
wood Speaks’ (Col)'and ‘No Greater 
Love’ (Col). ‘ 

Imperial (French-Film) (1,900; 
25-40), ‘Un Vieux Garcon’ (French). 
May get $1,800. Last week ‘Manne- 
quin de Paris’ (French) about 
$2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Ind) (600; 25- 
50), ‘Cinq Ans sans Femmes’ 
(French) (6th week). May get 








Philadelphia, Aug. 1. 

With the reopening of the Boyd 
last week and the debuts of six 
promising first run pictures, busi- 
ness for the week in Philly looks 
topnotch with several records for 
this generally bad period liable to 
be hung up. 

At that, the week will have to 
be outstanding to touch the sensa- 
tional—for this period—$25,000 hung 
up by the Earle last week with its 
personal appearance act of George 
Brent and Loretta Young. Though 
many stars have made personal ap- 
pearance this season, none of them 
created the panic that this team did, 
Business started off well and then 
built steadily to a figure that was 
at least 30-40% better than the 
average of the last few months. 
House is headed for another good 
week with $17,000 probable for ‘The 
Man Called Back’ and Jack Mulhall 
on stage, 

Best bets of the week are ‘The 
First Year’ at the Fox and ‘Scar- 
face’ at the Stanton. The former 
should hit at least $23,000 and pos- 
sibly more on the strength of the 
Gaynor-Farrell draw here. ‘Scar- 
face’ is getting an extra show daily 
at the Stanton and judging from its 
start, seems to be headed toward 
$15,000. 


The Boyd got off to a good start 
with its Hollywood premiere on 
Wednesday night, though the first 
picture, ‘What Price Hollywood,’ got 
a general slapping. Pull of Ben- 
nett and the spurt of the opening 
should count for between $15,000 
and $16,000 on the week. 

Weakest of the first runs appear 
to be ‘Lady and Gent’ at the Stanley 
and ‘Stranger in Town’ at the Karl- 
ton, with sub-average weeks in 
prospect. Heavy competish of the 
Bennett - Gaynor - Farrell-‘Scarface’ 
lineup will hurt. 

The Arcadia, taking a chance of 
‘Congress Dances’ has been holding 
up to close to average business in 
the face of this same competition. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—'The First 
Year’ (Fox). Looks like a cleanup 
with at least $23,000 in the till, pos- 
sibly more. Last week, ‘Monte 
Carlo Madness’ (First Division) a 
fair $18,000, 

Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) —‘What 
Price Hollywood’ (RKO-Pathe), 
Good first week in prospect with 
about $16,000 top. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—‘Scare- 
face’ (UA). Sure to be in the money 
with $15,000 in prospect. Last week 
‘Radio Patrol’ (U) a weak $6,500 for 
five days. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-66)—‘The Man 
Called Back’ (Tiff) and Jack Mul- 
ha’! in person: House has hit a 
stride with good vaudeville bills 
and appropriate films. This one 
should click at an excellent $17,000. 
Last week was a knockout with 
$25,000 on ‘By Whose Hand? (Col) 
and personal appearance of George 
Brent and Loretta Young. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75) — ‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par). Paced poorly; 
$12,000 or $13,000 at the outside. 





Last week ‘Man from Yesterday’ 
(Par), weak $12,000, 
Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55) — 


‘Stranger in Town’ (FN). Compe- 
tition too strong for this one, will 
be lucky to do $4,000. Last week 
‘Merrilly We Go to Hell” (Par) got 
$4,500 on second run. 


Arcadia (600; 30-40-55) — ‘Cone 
gress Dances’ (UA). An experi- 
ment, but probably a fair $2,700. 


‘This Is the Night’ (Par) clicked on 
second run last week, staying eight 
days for a $4,500 gross. 


‘Racketeer’ on $9,000 
All That Stirs N. H. 


New Haven, Aug. 1. 

; Managers hereabouts are prepar- 
ing to organize a Watchful Waiting 
club to pass the time until the new 
season arrives. Summer to date has 
been dullest in years, with every 
possible alibi offered. 
Only the Paramount shows slight 
improvement with ‘Madame Rack- 
eteer’ on a $9,000 draw. 
Bijou, former first-run house now 
showing seconds, inaugurates five 
acts of vaude one day (Sat.) weekly. 

Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,353; 40- 
72), ‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) and 
unit. <A- little better this-week, $9,- 
000. Last week‘ Lady and Gent’ and 
unit $7,100. 
.Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-55), ‘First 
Year’ (Fox) and ‘By Whose Hand?’ 
(Col). Quiet at $4,500. Last week 
‘Skyscraper Souls’ low at $4,000. 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
55), ‘Is My Face Red?’ (RKO) and 
‘Cross Examination,’ Will probably 











$1,000, which is what it has grossed 





tition no longer exists. 


past three weeks, é 


tie last week’s ‘Pinkerton’ and ‘Pan<¢ 
ama Flo’ at a mild $4,000, 
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Neighborhood Tivoli Outgrosses 


Downtown Oriental: Palace Fur 


Show, $17,000; 


‘Farm’ $35,000, Chi 





. 


Chicago, Aug. 1, 

In a summer that will be wun- 
pleasantly memorable on the tablets 
pf Chicago history, last week pro- 
fluced the situation of a neighbor- 
hood deluxer outgrossing a down- 
town ditto. Tivoli-was about $1,000 
better on the week than the Ori- 


ental. Approximate grosses for the 
‘Beeandkay theatres around 


gown were: 
Ceccesovccecs cc sQOeee 


Chicago 
Tivoli eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeess 17,000 


Oriental eeeetereeneeereeoee 16,000 
Uptown eeeeeeeeeeeveeeee 15,000 
Marboro e@eeeveeeeeeeeeeeve 12,000 
Those big neighborhooders of all 
gircuits and in all neighborhoods 
always have and still do slash the 
Joop terribly. Now especially this 
is so with the added expense for 
carfare, amount to 28c for two, or 
~L’ fare of 40c for two, holding 
many in their native bailiwick. Be- 
sides the higher loop admissions, 
minimum parking fee ‘is 50c. 

Meanwhile the State-Lake is 
eonceded a success with its new 
policy. Sanguine expectations for 
this house and policy when the 
pummer is over are expressed. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (Publix-B&K). (4,000; 
§$5-55-83), ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm’ (Fox). 3ut fair $35,000 or 
go expected. Mills Bros. head 
fRadio Revue’ on stage, with Col. 
Stoopnagle and Budd and Sylvia 
¥roos also from the networks. Last 
week ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) 
slumped under expectations for 
$30,000, just passable. 

Oriental (Publix-B&K) (3,200; 
$5-55-53), ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G). 
Warren William starred in Cosmo- 

litan picture, backed by usual 
Hiearst extra lineage. Fanchon & 
Marco units filling in here. Cur- 
rently Eddie Peabody, the banjo 
kid, is headliner. Around $20,000 
anticipated against last week's sor- 
rowful $16,000 with ‘Miss Pinker- 
ton’ (FN). 

Palace. (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-83), 
"The. Man Called Back’ (Tiff) and 
ur. Show by the local merchants. 
In former years when playing Bala- 
ban, & Katz houses this mannequin 
carnival was rated a biz stimulator. 
So the Palace may see _ $17,000 
despite a wishy-washy screen at- 
traction. Last week ‘Roar of the 
Dragon’ (Radio) counted up fairly 
well, also around $17,000. 


State-Lake (RKO) (2,700; 25-35- 
$5), ‘Mystery Ranch’ (Fox). West- 
ern combination provides a test bal- 
loon for this house. Vaudeville and 
cheap prices, lowest of loop de- 
luxers, is the real draw. Hitting 
above $16,000 and strictly promis- 
ing. Last week ‘No Greater Love’ 
(Col) held to that propinquity. 


FIRST YEAR,’ $14,000, 
CHEERS UP PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 1. 


Biz in general off. Average ad- 
mish reduction is about one-third. 
More grinds than first run houses. 
Hamrick opened a new grind at the 
El Capitan, former legit house. 

In spite of falling biz and prices, 
good product gets results at the ma- 
jor spots. RKO Orpheum held 
‘Bring ’Em Back’ for second week 
and did better than average with a 
new picture. 

Fox-Paramount making a current 
comeback with ‘The First Year’ 
after taking a brodie on ‘Society 
Girl.’ Even strong stage unit with 
Monte Blue in person failed to hold 
up biz on the latter. 

Hamrick doing good enough biz 
with his three grinds but finding 
rough going at the first run Orien- 
tal. That house currently has ‘Miss 
Pinkerton’ and just fairly. Last 
week's ‘Purchase Price’ (WB) failed 
to get any extra results. 

Fox-Paramount now buying autos 
for cash to give as door prizes. 
Figure at least 300% profit in added 
admish. Appeal is direct to the 
‘something for nothing’. yen and 
seems to get more results than any 
other form of institutional exploita- 
tion. 

No. legit house in the burg. 
Amusement park biz is in the red. 
Auto licenses 50% off at July regis- 
tration date. Current grosses re- 
flect worst biz period locally so far. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—Virst Year’ (Fox) and F&M 
unit... Getting about average biz, 
$14,000. Last week ‘Society Girl’ 
(Fox) poor at $8,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-60)— 

oar of the Dragon’ (Radio) and 


jee Oe cme ee * 








‘IST YR,’ $15,000, ONLY 
THING IN BLAH BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 1. 
Low grosses continue. Too much 
weather man competish. 


‘Estimates for This Week 


' Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-72) 
—‘First Year’ (Fox). -Under $15,000 
but not bad considering. Last week 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par), $13,900, low. 

Hippodrome (Publix) (2,400; 25- 
35)—'Winner Take All’ (WB). Fair 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par), $7,900, okay. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Westward Passage’ (RKO). Slow 
at $8,000. Last week ‘Dark Horse’ 
(FN), first week at reduced sum- 
mer prices, $6,100. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)— 
‘While Paris Sleeps’ (Fox). May 
hit strong $7,500. Last week ‘Attor- 
ney for Defense’ (Col), $7,000, neat. 


ZOMBIE’ KIDDED, BUT 
PARADOXICAL PROV. UPS 


Providence, Aug. 1. 
Fairly cool weather helped all 
first run stands to spurt over the 
week-end, and with an even break 
for the rest of the week houses 
should garner grosses that will have 
some semblance of normality. 


RKO Albee is again in the lead, 
personal appearances of Kenneth 
Harlan and Al St. John largely re- 
sponsible for the biz. Vaudeville 
house is figuring on getting close to 
$10,000 with ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ 
on the screen. 

Majestic, with a swell double fea- 
ture program, ‘The First Year’ and 
‘Bachelor’s Folly,’ is expected to 
cash in on first real gross house has 
had for months and, incidentally, 
lead straight picture theatres. 

Estimates for This Week 

RKO Albee (2,300;  15-55-66)— 
‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U) and 
vaude, with screen stars headlining. 
Feature playing second fiddle to 
stage show, but getting much favor- 
able comment. House doing the biz 
week after week; sure to get at least 
$10,000 this week. Last week ‘Roar 
of the Dragon’ (Radio) did a fairish 
$8,000. 

Loew’s State (3,700; . 15-55-75)— 
‘White Zombie’ (UA). Unless there 
is a sudden sprint this one looks as 
though it will catch the booby prize. 
This, in spite of one of the most re- 
markable build-up campaigns the 
town has seen in many a moon. 
Film being kidded terribly, and just 
now it appears as though the fine 
selling ballyhoo house has attempt- 
ed won’t bring this one over $7,000; 
about 50% off. Last week ‘Sky- 
scraper Souls’ (M-G) managed to 
tilt a fair $9,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘The First Year’ (Fox) and ‘Bache- 
lor’s Folly’ (World-Wide). Finest 
program of pictures in town, and 
the box office is smiling for first 
time in weeks; close to $9,500, good. 
Last week ‘Stranger in Town’ (WB) 
and ‘Miss Pinkertown’ (FN) so-so 
at $6,500. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—Man 
Called Back’ (World-Wide). Indie 
booking disappointing; maybe a lit- 
tle better than $4,000, which is poor. 
Last. week ‘Madame Racketeer’ 
(Par) and Gene Dennis on the stage 
off at $4,800. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘Drifting Souls’ (Tower) and ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (Radio). Nothing 
in this one to bait the crowds. 
Jungle feature no help, as it played 
RKO Albee couple of weeks ago and 
wore out its welcome at that house; 
probably $2,000. Last week ‘They 
Never Come Back’ (Monogram) and 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio); 
another case where a feature was 
brought back to town too soon to do 
anything; off at $1,700. 














vaude, Doing fair enough around 
$6,000. Last week held ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ (Radio) for a very nice 
second week, $5,400. First week was 
$8,590. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Weekends Only’ (Fox). 
Just getting by with about $4,500. 
Last week ‘Unashamed’ (M-G) 
closed better than expected, $4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB). About 
average with $4,000. Last week 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB) got $3,500. 

Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25j— 
‘Vanishing Frontier’ (Par). Fairly 
for 33,000. Last week ‘Cock of the 





Air’ (UA) nicely for this house =a 
$2,500. —s 


MITZI PLUS ‘1ST YR’ - 
WHAM DENV., $16,000 


Denver, Aug. 1. 

A perfect combinatton for Denver 
at the Orpheum this week with 
Mitzi Green in person and Janet 
Gaynor and Charles Farrell on 
screen. There are lines a block 
long every day and lobby stand- 
outs. Looks to do $16,000. Mitzi is 
wowing the house and honors are 
divided 50-50 between her and film. 
Rest o€ vaude bill snappy and kept 
running by two mistresses of cere- 
monies, an innovation of Huffman’s 
since taking charge of the Orpheum. 

‘Bachelor’s Affairs’ is a disap- 
pointment at the Aladdin but Tom 
Mix is doing nicely at the Rialto. 
Paramount only fair, with Denver 
not much better. Orpheum compe- 
tition too strong this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (RKO-Huffman) (1,500; 
35-55-65)—‘Bachelor Affairs’ (Fox). 
Mild $4,000. Last week ‘Rebecca of 
Sunnybrook Farm’ (Fox) fair at 
$4,500 in face of strong competition. 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-40-66) 
—‘Man From Yesterday’ (Par) and 
stage show. So-so $10,000. Last 
week Ted Lewis orchestra drew 
big $18,200. On the screen was ‘Un- 
ashamed’ (M-G). 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-40-66)—"The First Year’ (Fox) 
and vaude. Corking $16,000. Last 
week ‘Bring 'Em Back Alive’ (Ra- 
dio) a fine $14,000. 

Paramount (Publix). (2,000; 25-35- 
55)—‘The Dark Horse’ (FN). Off at 
$3,000. Last week ‘Madame Rack- 
eteer’ (Par) did $3,800, n. s. g. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 25,- 
35-50)—‘Rider of Death Valley’ (U). 
Fair $2,700. Last week ‘Lena Riv- 
ers’ (Tiff). poor at _ $2,250. Too 
much competition. : 


Cincy Biz Brisk; 
‘Masgq de,’ $19,000 
2H. 0. Hold Up 


Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 

Current biz at all the leading 
cinemas is holding up handily after 
last week’s black feast, echoed by 
two holdovers, 

Albee’s $19,000 for ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ is exceptionally good, 
and $8,000 and $7,000, respectively, 
for the holdovers of ‘Bring ’Em Beck 
Alive’ and ‘Red Headed Womamn are 
plenty okay, too. 

‘Unashamed’ at the Cap capital- 
ized on the holdover by going to a 
nifty $11,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)— 
‘Washington Masquerade’ (M-G) 
and F-M ‘Reflections’ unit on stage. 
Lionel Barrymore, & rare screen 
sock for this house, is the b. o. 
draw. Should hit $19,000, excellent. 
Last week ‘Forbidden Company’ 
(Chesterfield) and ‘Opportunity Re- 
vue,’ amateur show with local tal- 
ent, to $16,000, which, while fair, left 
some black because of record low 








nut. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Bring ‘Em Back Alive’ (RKO)| 


Thriving on $8,000 in second week 
after immense $17,000 for first seven 
days, during which Frank Buck 
made personal appearance for first 
half. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)—‘Red 
Headed Woman’ (M-G). Rounding 
out fortnight with $7,000, fine; fol- 
lowing smash $13,000 in first week. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Unashamed’ (M-G). Aided by re- 
peat engagements in two first-run 
cinemas. heading for $11,500, very 
good. Last week ‘Purchase Price’ 
(WB) brought $11,000, okay. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Border Devils’ (Standard) and ‘Al- 
most Married’ (Fox). Split week. 
Drawing $2,800, neat. Last week 
‘Man from Mexico’ (Monogram) and 
‘Woman in Room 13’ (Fox), ditto. 


JULES WHITE PROBABLE 
PAR SHORTS PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

With the Mack Sennett deal for 
shorts abandoned by Paramount, 
latter is now negotiating with Jules 
White. Wants him to take over the 
department and make 30 of the re- 
quired 52 releases. Pictures are to 
be made at coast Par studio at an 
average of $15,000 each. 

If the deal-is closed it is prob- 
able that Zion Myers, who worked 
with White at Metro, will be an | 











sociated, 


Kate Smith's $19,000 at Palace 
[s Bway Outstander; Zombie’ Puts 
Riv on Map with $25,000; Cap's 50 G's 





On a basis of percentage of profit 
in ratio to overhead, the Palace,-a 
rank apprentice at playing film, is 
making the big street’s opposition 
look up to it pretty high this week. 
Pal is running into its biggest 
money since it tried adding film to 
vaude. . It. will do $19,000, a hand- 
some profit. Kate Smith is con- 
ceded as the house’s majority. draw 
since the picture, ‘What Price Hol- 
lywood,’ comes from a two weeks’ 
stay at the Mayfair, with protection 
waived. 

Like many other theatres in New 
York and other keys, the Palace 
currently proves the box office value 
of notable stage names. In addition 
to the Pal and the strong $50,000 
holdover week at the Capitol with 
its $20,000 stage show, there are 
some surprises out of town. Of un- 


Nothing Hot in Clubs. 
But the Weather; ‘First 
Year’ Stands Out, 8 G's 


Columbus, Aug. 1. 


Nothing hot but the weather here 
this week, and even that may cool 
off to where the customers can 
breathe again. Ohio with Farrell 
and Gaynor as the draw is the one 
good bet. ' 

‘Lady and Gent’ at the Palace 
may possibly build: up also.- Others 
look rather light. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-35)— 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par). Will do well 
to top $5,000. Last week ‘Roar of 
the Dragon’ (Radio) and bathing 
girl revue better than fair, $6,200. 








precedented profit proportions is 
the $25,800 done last week by the 
Missouri, St. Louis, with ‘Rhapsody 
in Black,’ colored stage show. House 
has been averaging just about $20,- 
000 less than that. Unusual busi- 
ness was also done at the Denver, 
Denver, with Ted Lewis last week, 
house trebling its usual intake. 
With ‘Skyscraper Souls,’ opening 
Thursday (4), another fancy array 
of names comes into the Capitol, 
headed by Milton Berle and Morton 
Downey, with Abe Lyman holding 
over. The William-Davis team hold 
over one day, Lillian Roth succeed- 
ing them Friday (5). 

The Paramount antedated the 
Cap on name splurging but cur- 
rently on fourth week's holdover of 


trum show the house is sliding. It 
will be fortunate to top $40,000, 
which at the same time does not 
listen so well for ‘Rebecca of Sun- 
nybrook Farm’ (Fox), first from this 
distributor in the house. Richman 
has Frances Williams and Jack 
Haley with him currently. He will 
remain a fifth week, under plans. 
Rivoli comes to some semblance 
of life with fairly good $25,000 in 
tow for ‘White Zombie,’ and Winter 
Garden hangs on stoutly at $15,000, 


which remains a third week here, 

Every other house is proceeding 
at a deprecating pace. Rialto is 
going floppo with 
Back,’ which won’t do more than 
$7,500. , 

Not much better, comparatively 
speaking, is the Mayfair’s $11,000 on 
‘Tom Brown of Culver.’ Strand will 
do only $13,000 on six-day holdover 
of ‘Jewel Robbery.’ ‘Doctor xX’ 
opens tomorrow (Wednesday). 

The Mayfair will try to get away 


of ‘American Madness’ Friday (5). 





Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘The First Year’ (Fox). Will put 
house in the clear in nice shape with 
$8,000. Last week ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G) good enough 
with $6,200. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 15-25) 
—‘Society Girl’ (Fox). Best break 
here in weeks but questionable 
whether more than regulars will 
buy. Should hit $4,000. Last week 
‘Unashamed’ (M-G) good enough, 
$3,200, 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 20-35)—*The 
Purchase Price’ (WB). Fair $2,700 
in sight. Last week ‘Street of 
Women’ (WB) fell off to $2,400. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 15-25)— 
‘Is My Face Red’ (Radio). Looks 
good $2,500. Last week ‘Bring ’Em 
Back Alive’ (RKO) here for its sec- 
ond week after week at Palace hit 
good enough $2,600. 


B’klyn Can’t Get Hot If 
It’s Hot; ‘Called’ $34,000 


Brooklyn, Aug. 1. 
Uneventful week. Beaches get- 





‘ting the play. 


Bright stage show at the Par- 
amount headed by Eddie Lowry and 
Bert Lahr with ‘Man Called Back’ 
(Par) figures around $34,000, mild. 

Albee, with Russ Columbo on the 





stage, means a little additional 
dough to the box office. Phil Fabello, 
new pit maestro with specialty 
work, is also being built up locally. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
‘Man Called Back’ (Col) and stage 
show. Lowry, house m. c., has two 
more weeks here. House is giving 
the folks a bright affair with Lahr, 
Pearl Osgood, and others. In the 
vicinity of $34,000, mild. Last week, 
‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par) $21,900, 
away off. 

Albee (3,500; 25-50-75)—*Tom 
Brown of Culver’ (RKO) and vaude. 
€olumbo orchestro seems to be get- 
ting the play. Around $14,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Roar of Dragon’ (RKO), 
$12,600, nothing to brag about. 


Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—Drifting’ 
(Fox) and Mary Nolan heading. F. 
& M. unit. Looks like another 
lemon, $8,000. Last week, ‘Almost 
Married’ (Fox), $10,000, bad. 

Metropolitan (3,000; 25-35-50-65) 
—‘Unashamed’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Weak bill should bring in $17,000, 
so-so. Last week ‘Doomed Bat- 
talion’ (U) with Ethel Merman 
heading the vaude bill, $18,000, oke. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-56)—‘Pur- 
chase Price’ (WB). Mild $9,200. 
Last week, ‘Miss Pinkerton’ (WB), 
$8,500, 





Bocquet on Tests 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Harry Bocquet, assistant to Sid- 
ney Franklin, Metro director, has 
been made director of tests at that 
studio. 





Thau, casting head. 


House has appropriated a 25% 
increase in its advertising budget 
on the picture, being played by RKO 
day and date at the Albee, Brook- 
lyn, and in Newark and Boston. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,102; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). (16th week). 
Still no date, tentative or otherwise, 
for ‘Interlude’ (M-G), if coming in 
here as scheduled several weeks ago. 
Roadshowing plans for ‘Interlude’ 
_—_ reported as somewhat doubt< 
ul. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) ‘Washington 
(M-G) (2d week) and stage show, 
Warren William and Bette Davis, 
Warner film names, joined Lou 
Holtz, Phil Baker and others on 
rostrum Friday (29), adding to draw 
in support of pictures. Should do 
$50,000, okay for holdover. First 
week $60,000, or $5,000 short of a 
percentage split for Holtz on any- 
thing over $65,000. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83) ‘Tom 
Brown of Culver’ (U). Not entic- 
ing the Broadway mob at a meagre 
$11,000. Last week, second of 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio) 
$13,700, weak. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83) ‘What 
Price Hollywo6éd’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Big $19,000, allowing for a nice 
profit, in view. Kate Smith, who did 
five shows Saturday for heavy turn- 





| week). 


over, doing the drawing. Last week, 
‘Roar of Dragon’ (Radio), on first 
run, $13,500, with the house going 
slightly in the red. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(Fox) and stage show. Fourth week 
of Harry Richman, with Frances 
Williams and Jack Haley currently 
added, not offsetting the four-wheel 
brakes on house’s business this 
week; only $40,000 presaged. Pre- 
vious week Richman and Bert Lahr 
on stage, with flicker ‘Madame 
Racketeer’ (Par) built to a pretty 
good $51,300 af:er a sluggish start, 

Rialto (2,090; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Man Called Back’ (Tiff). No b. o. 
lure in this outside independent 
booking at $7,500 on the week, 
‘Vanishing Frontier’ (Par) may be 
rushed in before end of the week, 
Final week of ‘Freaks’ $7,000, low. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘White Zombie’ (UA). At $25,000 will 
be bringing to house best week it 


has had in over a month, Publix 
may spot ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) in 
here next, Date unset. ‘Igloo’ (U), 


which preceded ‘Zombie’ and stayed 
only one week, failed to get any<- 
where at all, $8,000. 

Strand (2,990; 35-55-33-94-$1.10) 
—‘Jewel Robbery’ (WB) (2nd 
Slipping on holdover and 
will remain only six days, doing 
probably around $13,000. First week, 
$21,200, pretty nice. ‘Doctor X’ 
(WB) opens tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). instead of the customary 
Thursday, house's change day. 

Winter Garden (1,410; 35-55-83- 








94)—‘Congorilla’ (Fox) (2nd week). 


He replaces Felix -Feist, | rojding up to $15,000 second week, 
Jr. now in Europe, with Benny | picture will remain a third, 


Initial 
@even days $18,600, good, ' 


Harry Richman as nub of the ros-. 


second week of ‘Congorilla’ (Fox), ° 


‘Man Called’ 


from these doldrums with opening’ 


Masquerade’. 
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Reduced Oversea 





Mnneapolis, Aug. 1. 
Happy days are here again. With | 
‘The First Year,’ ‘Winner Take All’ | 
and ‘Million Dollar Legs’ on loop 
screens and Alice Joy present in| 
person, prosperity continues in the 


saddle and a long sustained period 
of profitable loop grosses shows no 
sign of interruption. 

There is no gainsaying the pull- 
ing power of the Janet Gaynor- 
Charles Farrell team and ‘The First 
Year,’ excellently sold by the State, 
is off to a sensational start. The 
matinees are particular wows and 
takings give every promise of hit- 
ting a surprisingly high level. 

Cagney appears to have attracted 
a very respectable following here, 
too, and aided and abetted by Alice 
Joy in person on the stage, ‘Win- 
ner Take All’ is demonstrating fine 
box power and bids fair to roll up 
a very pleasing profit for the RKO 
Orpheum. Here, too, there has been 
some neat exploitation work. 

Another fine advertising and 
showmanship job has started ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Legs’ to a fast running 
start at the Lyric. 

The Aster closed suddenly last 
Monday morning after only two 
days of the ‘Week-End Marriage’ 
run. This makes three loop Publix 
first run houses, accounting for 
nearly 7,000 seats, now dark, and 
leaves a record low of but three 
loop Publix first run theatres, with 
only some 4,600 seats, still in 
operation, and one of this trio, the 
Grand, combines an occasional sec- 
ond run with its first runs. 

Together with the RKO Orpheum, 
total loop first run seats now num- 
ber about 7,400, less than twice as 
many as the 4,200 seats of the 
closed Minneapolis. Moreover, three 
Publix neighborhood houses also 
have gone dark and three more of 
the largest and most pretentious 
ones are screduled to follow suit 
within the next fortnight. 

Undoubtedly the elimination of so 
many seats is a factor in the im- 
proved business of the theatres still 
remaining open and helps to ac- 
count for the profitable biz these 
latter amusement emporiums are 
now enjoying. 

Estimates for This Week 


State (Publix) (2,200; 55), ‘First 
Year’ (Fox). Gaynor-Farrell box 
office knockout here and this pic- 
ture, helped by first rate exploita- 
tion, had the customers coming 
from the start. Word of mouth 
boosting should help maintain fast 
initial clip. Looks like very big 
$17,500. Last week, ‘Washington 
Masquerade’ (M-G) $10,700, good. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890: 55), 
‘Winner Take All’ (WB) and vaude- 
ville, headed by Alice Joy in person. 
Cagney and Miss Joy both bi~ 
draws and showmanship helped to 
bring splendid opening. Picture 
and stage show going over fine and 
should build. With St. Paul Or- 
pheum now closed, this house has 
only stage show in Twin Cities with 
their population of nearly 800,000. 
Looks better than $11,000, big. Last 
week, ‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U), 
$10,000, good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35), ‘Mil- 
lion Dollar Legs’ (Par). Exploited 
to a fare-ye-well and showing great 
results. Picture well liked and 
should keep up swift pace. May 
reach big $7,500. Last week ‘Man 
from Yesterday’ (Par), $5,300, good. 

Grand (Pubitx) (1,100; 35), ‘Mer- 
rily We Go to Hell’ (Par), second 
loop run, and ‘New Morals for Old’ 
(M-G), split. About $1,800 indi- 
cated. House, now showing first 
runs along with occasional second 
runs and helped by closing of Aster 
next door. Last week, ‘Attorney for 
the Defense’ (Col) and ‘Strangers 
of the Evening’ (Tiff), $1,300, good. 





Dark Lyric Helps Ind.; 


‘War Cor’p’dent’ $8,500 





Indianapolis, Aug. 1. 


PITT UP 100%; 


ing a Boon to 
Minn.: First Year’ Wow $17,500 








| 
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Very Nice of ’Em! 





Berlin, July 23. 
Klangfilm has come to an 
agreement with exhibitors to 
sell the sound equipment in- 
stead of only leasing as hereto- 
fore. 











FIRST YEAR’ 
516,500 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 

Town running wild this week, 
most of the chief spots doubling 
grosses on great selling campaigns, 
box office names and draw pictures. 
Only four first run houses running 
this’ summer haven't been getting 
$30,000 among them all summer, 
but it looks like a $60,000 six-day 
period at least currently. And how 
the boys can stand takings like that 
fora change is nobody’s business. 
Biggest thing of the week is 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ at Warner, 
with management leaving no stone 
unturned in order to push this one. 
Tie-ups included everything from 
newspapers, with plenty of extra 
space in return for free show for 
newsboys, to radio and a great lob- 
by display in addition. In fact, the 
lobby display, which preceded the 
picture by a week, is given credit 
for attracting a couple of grand 
extra last week for ‘Roar of the 
Dragon,’ unusual for a campaign on 
one film getting business for an- 
other. ‘Bring ’Em Back’ heading for 
swell $16,000 on first week, with a 
holdover certain. 
‘Scarface’ at Penn also pushing 
ahead to extraordinary trade, and 
loads of space given film when it 
was fighting to get past state board 
of censors isn’t hurting it any at 
all. Opening day equaled Garbo’s 
record-breaking figures in ‘As You 
Desire Me’ and with any kind of 
break should get around $18,000 
anyway. Fulton, with ‘Man Called 
Back,’ also feeling impetus of in- 
creased trade and will better $3,300. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 10- 
15-25), ‘Man Called Back’ (Tif). 
Selling this one as straight picture 
and not as the front page stuff, 
with the Libby Holman angle inti- 
mated, the way they’re doing it in 
the east. Cast names mean noth- 
ing, but should amble along to fair 
$3,300. Last week ‘Monte Carlo 
Madness’ (list div), $3,000. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-30- 
40), ‘Scarface’ (UA). Plenty of ex- 
tra space for this one, and no end 
of interest through picture having 
been held up for several months by 
censors. Should gather a_ swell 
$18,000. Last week ‘Make Me a 
Star’ (Par) not so forte at $9,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-30- 





B.E.F. EXCITEMENT NSG 
FOR WASH; ‘YR,’ $16,000 


Washington, Aug. 1. 

Excitement incident to chasing 
out the bonus army of Thursday 
|} last rode over until the whole town 
became sightseers the next day. 
Which meant that the opening day 
in every house went screwy and will 
naturally have its effect on the final 
count-up. 

Gaynor-Farrell combination is 
leading the town in ‘The First Year’ 








at the Palace. ‘White Zombie’ 
started okay but has already eased 
off plenty. ‘Brown of Culver’ 


started light but did a jump Satur- 
day and seemingly is responding to 
the push put behind it to get a 
little dough out of it. 

Columbia, former gold mine for 
Loew, is dying with westerns. Earle 
slid last week but is staging come- 
back currently with ‘Love Is a 
Racket,’ with Little Jack Little on 
the stage and building. Met is 
arousing some interest with ‘World 
and the Flesh,’ though Bancroft just 
did a brodie at the Palace week or 
two preceeding. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 25-35- 
40)—‘McKenna of the Mounted’ 
(Col). Though mighty far from old 
figures on this house this particular 
picture seems to be headed for about 
$500 above recent intakes on west- 
erns, about $2,100. Last week ‘Monte 
Carlo Madness’ got $3,500. 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
70)—‘Love Is a Racket’ (FN), and 
Little Jack Little on stage. Headed 
for recovery after disappointment 
last week with Warren William and 
Bette Davis making personal ap- 
pearances. Currently take should 
run to $18,000 against last week, 
when the anticipated $19,000 ended 
up at $16,000 for ‘Miss Pinkerton’ 


(FN). 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘White ‘Zombie’ (UA), and stage 


unit. Started all okay against bonus 
riot sightseers but now is fading 
out and if $18,000 is garnered will 
be good. Last week the three stars, 
George Sidney, Una Merkel and 
Anna May Wong plus ‘Madame 
Racketeer’ (Par) got the $22,500 an- 
ticipated. 

Met (Warner) (1,700; 25-35-50-70) 
—‘World and the Flesh’ (Par). Not 
great deal, maybe $5,000. Last 
week ‘Misleading Lady’ (Par) got 
7,500. 

: Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-50)— 
‘Tom Brown of Culver’ (U). House 
after it from all angles plus a 
Mickey Mouse cartoon and plenty of 
show and should get $6,000. Last 
week ‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO) 
finished at $7,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
‘First Year’ (Fox). With high 
scale and interest in Gaynor-Farrell 
team business very good; $16,000. 
Last week ‘Washington Masquerade’ 
(M-G) finished $14,000. 





here. Opening was best since stage 
shows were dropped for straight 
pictures and will have easy time 
hitting $16,500 or better. Last week 
‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) down to 
brutal $8,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-30-40), 
‘Bring ‘Em Back Alive’ -(RKO). 
This one bringing business back 
alive here after a protracted siege 
of red. Great campaign started 10 
days in advance gave animal pic- 
ture biggest opening here in years 
and film itself expected to hold up 
to great $16,000, with no question 
of a h.o. Last week ‘Roar of the 
Dragon’ (RKO) okay at $6,500, with 





40), ‘The First Year’ (Fox). Gay- 
nor and Farrell again, which still 
plays a merry b.o. tune around 


lobby display for ‘Bring ’Em Back’ 
credited with attracting customers 
to the Dix picture. 











With the closing of the Lyric, In- 
dianapolis’ only vaude house, tem- 
porarily for repairs (reopening 
scheduled for September) biz at the 
other downtown houses is becoming 
brisk. All helped along by in- 
creased advertising and exploita- 
tion. 

Fare this week straight picture 


and all prices under taxable 
amounts, 
Gentry Bros. shows took out 


about $6,300 in three-day showing. 

Indiana received 60 local entries 
in the Paramount contest. 

Palace this week ts using a Co- 

lumbia picture, the first at this 
house in months. 
_ With the closing of the Lyric, an 
exploitation stunt of giving away 
a free auto each week has been 
stopped. The Lyric and the Apollo, 
both owned by the Fourth Ave. Co. 
of Louisville, Ky., combined in the 
stunt, which had been running for 
two years. 


| 


German Films Leading Americans 
In Budapest, Year Survey Shows 





Budapest, July 23. 
At the season’s close it is ap- 
parent that German films dominated 
the Hungarian market. It is not 
merely the language that makes 
them more easily accessible to the 
public, but also the viewpoint. 
Not one of the German pictures was 





ish around $4,200 because of the 
Farrell-Gaynor pull. Last week the 
announced ‘world premier’ of ‘Tom 
Brown of Culver’ (U) did $4,500, 
due particularly to the locale being 
laid in this city and at Culver Mili- 
tary Academy, at Culver, Ind. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35), ‘Madame Racketeer’ (Par). 
Near $5,000. At last minute this 
supplanted ‘Roar of the Dragon’ 
(RKO). Last week ‘Westward Pas- 
sage’ (RKO) a nice $4,800. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 


25-35), ‘War Correspondent’ (Col). 
Around $8,500, fair. Last week 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN) and _ first 


eliminations in the Paramount 
screen star contest, $9,000. 





Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35), ‘First Year’ (Fox). Expected 
to go about usual figures; may fin- 


Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,600: 25- 
| 35), ‘Blonde Captive’ (Col). Okay 
| $6,500 in view. Last week ‘Sky- 
| Scraper Souls’ (M-G), about $4,500, 
In. 8. Ze 


an outstanding success, but exhibs 
felt safer in buying them than in 
dealing with American product. 
This was the first season when local 
production weighed in the balance, 
too. 

‘Hyppolit’ had one of the longest 
runs both in the deluxers and in 
the neighborhood houses. Locally 
produced pictures, so far, are more 
along German than along American 
lines. 

Here is a list of American films 
shown in Budapest this year, giving 
the number of days of their first 
runs in the deluxe houses: 

Paramount 

‘Feet First,’ 3 theatres, 2 weeks. 

‘Rango,’ 1 theatre, 3 weeks. 

‘Taboo,’ 3 theatres, 10 days. 

‘Smiling Lieut.,’ 1 theatre, 3 weeks. 

‘Dishonored,’ 2 theatres, 2 weeks. 


‘Amer. Tragedy,’ 3 theatres, 10 
days. 
‘Shanghai Exp.” 1 theatre, 34 
days. 


‘24 Hours,’ 1 theatre, 1 week. 
‘Hour with You,’ 3 theatres, 2 
weeks. 
Chevalier pictures have fallen off 
(Continued on page 54) 





IATSE Revokes Charter of No. 165, 
Eject Heads, Form New Cincy Local 





RADIO ACT 


Jams ’Em In in Small, Unrefriger- 
ated Theatre in Ky. 








Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 

Liberty theatre, Covington, Ky., 
opposite Cincy, added WCKY ‘Fol- 
lies’ to its screen fare last week and 
jammed ‘em every night for best 
week’s business this year. 

House, which is unchilled, and 
station are headed by L. B. Wilson. 


SELLING A NEW 
CAR FOR $1, 
SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 1. 
Fifth Avenue seems. set for an- 
other oke week. Monte Blue in per- 
son heads the stage fare of Fan- 
chon-Marco, and this on top of 
Perry Askam in ‘Desert Song’ last 
week, makes it two in a row. 
FWC evidently believes in jarring 
loose the shekels by giving the 
folks something to see and hear. 
Aside from the stage show, the pic 
at the Fifth is a real pull, with 
Gaynor and Farrell in ‘The First 
Year.’ 
Orpheum finished two weeks with 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ to satisfac- 
tory intake, the second week sur- 
prising, and also helped by good 
vaude fare. This week ‘Roar of 
Dragon’ has Dix to help the b. o. 
Liberty is surprising even itself 
with the pull it gets from a new 
car gag that seems set for every 
three weeks. New cars are not sell- 
ing so hot at the reg prices, so Jen- 
sen-von Herberg’s general manager, 
LeRoy Johnson, has figured it out to 
sell a new Ford V-8 car for just $1. 
At that price they go, and more 
than that, they bring great lines to 
all the J-VH houses, the Liberty, 
and the two suburbans, Venetian 
and Bagdad. 
There is no advertising in the 
papers about it, but there is plenty 
on the screen,and around the the- 
atre, as well as hauling the $1 car 
around the streets on a truck. The 
gag is simply that all who buy tick- 
ets at the reg price at any of the 
three houses are eligible to buy the 
car at $1. The one whose number is 
drawn gets the bargain. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-65) 
—The First Year’ (Fox) and Monte 
Blue on stage. Gaynor and Far- 
rell look rosy for a good $12,000. 
Last week ‘Millior Dollar Legs’ 
(Par), but Harry Askam in ‘Desert 
Song’ at the same prices, was the 
real magnet, for a dandy $18,000. 
‘Legs’ was just the right length and 
fitted in oke with this sort of stage 
fare, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-60)— 
‘Roar of the Dragon’ (RKO) and 
James Hall in person at stage. 
Building to fairly good $6,500. Vaude 
show liked a lot. Last week, second 
of ‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO) 
with oke vaude, set up a satisfac- 
tory figure at $6,000. 

Fox (FWC) (2,100; 25-55)—‘Lady 
and Gent’ (Par) and okay, stage 
band presentation. Bancroft being 
sold on this one; fair $4,000. Last 
week ‘Make Me a Star’ (Par) didn’t 
mean a thing, so locally they called 
it ‘Merton of the Movies,’ but that 
didn’t seem to help any either; slow 
at $3,200. 

Liberty (Jensen-von MHerberg) 
(2,000; 10-15-25)—‘Hound of the 
Baskervilles’ (BIP). Good $4,300. 
Last week ‘Bachelor’s Folly’ (BIP) 
went for a tremendous $5,800, but 
selling automobile for $1 was large- 
ly responsible for this big take. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35)—‘Zane Gray Himself in South 
Sea Adventures’ (PP). Getting top 
billing, with added attraction, ‘Many 
a Slip’ (U). Looks to hit $2,800, 
good. Last week ‘Purchase Price’ 
(WB), mild $2,600. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick). Dark. 
Last week ‘Road to Happiness’ 
(Col) did a very poor $1,500. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Letty Lynton’ (M-G). Excellent 
$3,000. This house is leading in the 
FWC managers percentage increase 








contest. Last week, ‘Forgotten 
Commandments’ (Par) slow at 
$2,000, 





May Be Lucky 7th 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Nina Wilcox Putnam now work- 
ing on ‘Wheat’ for Metro. 
She is the seventh writer to have 
been given the job of extracting the 
grain from the chaff. 





» 
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Cincinnati, Aug. 1, 

Charter of Moving Picture Mag 
chine Operators’ Local No. 165 hag 
been revoked by the IATSE. of. 
cers and executive committeemen 
have been dropped from member- 
ship in the international body and 
a new local, numbered 327, has been 
formed for union projectionists in 
Greater Cincinnati. 

Reorganization resulted from a 
reported shortage in the local’s 
finances. 

William Elliott, of this city, ana 
recently elected president of the 
IATSE, and Clyde Weston, repre- 
sentative of the parent union body, 
have been here the past couple of 
weeks to straighten out the tangle, 
Their investigation was delayed by, 
torn pages and other missing ree 
ords of No. 165, of which Harry 
Schwartz was president and Will 
Hahn was business agent. Schwartz, 
Hahn and the nine executive com=- 
mitteemen were let out. 


Year of Bannering 

With the reorganization came a 
sudden halt to the bannering of 55 
neighborhood theatres in Cincinnati 
and suburbs under way since last. 
September. 

The 55 exhibitors, organized ag 
the Allied Theatre Owners’ Asso- 
ciation, cut relations with 165 af- 
ter refusing to meet the latter’s 
demands for the hiring of two ope- 
rators in a booth at a weekly sal< 
ary of $80 each. Allied exhibs then 
promoted the Union Operators of 
American, under direction of R. A, 
Rheinhardt, and schooled new pro- 
jectionists who were employed singly 
at a lower rate than demanded by 
the Schwartz outfit. 

Since the formation last week of 
No. 327, of which Jack Hawthorne 
is president, and Arthur Frick the 
business agent, daily conferences 
have been held by its representa- 
tives and Allied Theatre. It is like- 
ly that an early agreement will be 
reached whereby the exhibitors will 
employ members of the new local 
on the basis of one operator to the 
booth at $65 per week. Fred Strief 
is executive secretary for the ex< 
hibitors. 

The officially reported cause for 
revoking the charter of No. 165 was 
given as failure upon the part of 
its officers to negotiate with the 
Allied Theatre Owners’ Association. 
It is believed to be the first case 
where such action has been taken 
by the IATSE. 

@even of the 55 exhibitors in thé 
association are located in northern 
Kentucky and have been at outs 
with the union operators since Sep- 
tember of 1929. 


B’HAM’S MUSH FAVS IN 
FIRST YEAR,’ $10,000 


Birmingham, Aug. 1. 

The Birmingham mush twins are 
doing the business here this week. 
They are Gaynor and Farrell, who 
hold the record of doing the most 
business in this town and while no 
records will be set this week busi- 
ness is good. 

‘Grand Hotel’ was held over an 
additional two days at the Empire 
with the road show getting a nice 
out. 








Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Publix) (2,800; 25-35< 
55)—‘First Year’ (Fox). Good for 
$10,000. Last week ‘Million Dollar 
Legs’ (Par) was too silly to do any- 
thing, $7,000. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Cul- 
ver’ (U) and ‘Strangers of Eve- 
ning’ on split week to catch up with 
bookings, $3,500. Last week ‘Is My 
Face Red’ (RKO) and ‘By Whose 
Hand’ (Col) on split, $3,300. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Man from Yesterday’ (Par). Second 
best bet, $4,000. Last week ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G). Booked for four days 
held over for six and good business, 
Got around $13,000. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Night Court’ (M-G). Nothing to 
write home about, $1,500. Last week 
‘Ferguson Case’ (FN) fair at $1,600. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)—‘Al- 
most Married’ (Fox). Fair to mid- 
dling, $900. Last week ‘Forgotten 
Commandments’ (Par) rehashed 
from old prints of ‘Ten Command- 
ments’ proved to be biggest lemon 
of year, $700. 


L. I.’s LADY MGR. 


Jamaica, L. 1., Aug. 1. 
Queens has its first woman the- 
atre manager in Teresa Marie Ge- 
raci, who is in charge of the Carl- 
dion theatre, Jamaica, 
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YOUR BOX-OFFICE 
iS YOUR SUPREME 
CRITIC! AND YOUR 
BOX-OFFICE GIVES 


“WHITE ZOMBIE” 
FOUR STARS! - 


The Highest Possible Rating £ 
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You'll feel guilty as hell if your 
competition grabs it first! 
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More star names than your 
marquee can hold! And honest- 
to-gold novelty that lets 
the audience in on the mys- 
tery and doubles their fun! 
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Toronto, Aug. 1. 


Despite the ‘Give-Us-Profit-Pic- 
tures’ wail of independent theatre 
owners throughout Ontario, lined up 
in opposition to any legislation fora 
British-film quota, Officials of the 
province are determined to encour- 
age British pictures and will so act 
when this subject is treated at the 
Imperial Economic Conference. 

George S, Henry, prime minister 
of Ontario, admitted that the par- 
ticular thought on which he had 
‘specialized’ in recent discussions 
and ‘communications with R. B. 
Bennett, Dominion premier, and 
upon ‘which Ontario would lay great 
stress in forthcoming conference 
deliberations; was the encourage- 
ment of the use of British pictures 
throughout’ the Dominion. 

‘I. don't know’ of any greater edu- 
cational force at the present time 
than. the films,’ said Hon. Mr. 
Henry. ‘They are one of the things 
which are dominated in our: coun- 
try by American ideals and, possi- 
bly, the standards they set are not 
what we expect and to which we 
are entitled here. I. feel very 
strongly on this point. I think I 
am safe in saying that Mr. Bennett 
feels likewise. We are out to get 
more British films over here. I 
think we shall be able to do it.’ 

Quota Legislation 

At the present time Ontario pos- 
sesses legislation for ‘establishing a 
British film quota. Such invocation 
has never been enforced, however, 
through fear that its introduction 
might bring inferior British films to 
Canada. This same danger has 
been’ pointed out by independent- 
€xhibitor bodies. 

*Much weight has been brought 
to bear upon the government by pa- 
triotic fraternities and the subject 
has already been under discussion 
by’ three previous Imperial Confer- 


(Continued on page 44) 


ROWLAND LEE WALKS ON 
SWANSON: JOINS KORDA 


London, Aug. 1. 

Rowland Lee, the Hollywood di- 
rector, walked out of Gloria Swan- 
son's English unit, which was to 
make ‘Perfect Understanding,’ be- 
cause of the technical intervention 
of non-technical minds. 

‘New director is being negotiated 
and will sail from the States imme- 
diately the deal is set. 

: Meanwhile, Lee has joined Lon- 
don Film Productions, Alexander 
Korda’s unit; for three films. This 
company plans getting away here in 
big style. 


Lesser Taxes Is Keynote 
To Berlin’s Off Show Biz 


Berlin, July 23. 
The tax revenues of the Berlin 
municipality from. entertainment 
tax on cinemas, music halls, the- 
atres, etc., has considerably de- 
creased in the course of the last 
month. Only $125,000 received as 
compared to $150,000 the corre- 
sponding month last year. 
The decline characterize the dif- 
ficult situation of exhibitors here. 


‘Paradise’ for World 


Auten & Wild have taken the 
foreign rights to ‘Isle of Paradise,’ 
Balinese travelogue. 

Picture was shown at a special 
New York one day performance at 
the Vanderbilt and negotiations are 
now on for national distribution in 
the U. S. 


ESTHER RALSTON’S BRIT. 3 


London, Aug. 1. 

Esther Ralston, the American 
blonde who did a long string of si- 
lents for Paramount, has signed for 
three more pictures with Gaumont 
British. 

+ She Fas already made an initial 
talker here, and interrupts her 
vaudeville tour of the English 
gticks to start on the second. 




















CRULL TO LONDON 


Over to Handle Empire for Loew— 
Raymond to S. Africa 








Loew is sending ‘Harry Crull to 
London to assume management 
there of the circuit's Empire the- 
atre. He sails Friday (5) on the 
Europa. ; . 

The Empire is presently in the 
hands of Charles Raymond, who on 
Crull’s arrival in London will trans- 
fer to’ South Africa to take charge 
of Loew operation in that territory. 

Crull spent 15 years with the 
Keith organization and was at the 
Fox, Washington, for two years, 


KEARNEY SAYS 
NO CANADIAN 
QUOTA 


Toronto, Aug. 1. 
British film producers will not 
seek a quota, All that they will ask 
at the inter-Empi.2 Economic Con- 
ference is that British pictures shall 


not, as a result of agreements, 
financial associations and the direct 
or indirect control of theatres or 
circuits, be placed in a position of 
disadvantage as compared with 
foreign films on Empire screens. 

Such is the first concrete outline 
of what the British producer wants 
as gleaned in an interview with M. 
Neville Kearney of the Federation 
of British Industries. Representa- 
tives of British film companies are 
here but Kearney will be the sole 
spokesman for the British film in- 
dustry. He left here for Ottawa 
last week. 

Although Canadian distributors 
have waged a clamorous »attle with 
government heads during the past 
three weeks in protest against ex- 
pected British quota legislation, the 
British film grouv revecled that 


(Continued on page 44) 


Fox Rep. to England for 
‘Cavalcade’ Brit. Cast 














Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


George Haddon, dialog director 
with Frank Lloyd on ‘Cavalcade,’ 
for Fox, is on his way to New York 
where he sails Aug. 6 for London, 
to obtain types and characters for 
the cast of the picture going into 
production Sept. 12. 

Clive Brook and Herbert Mundin 
are the only two actors now in 
Hollywood cast for the _ picture. 
Balance of the cast, including the 
children required, will be recruited 
in London, and brought over im- 
mediately. 

Understood the mission also is a 
a good will one to get the co- 
operation of the British government 
and press in the exploitation of the 
picture, prior to and after its re- 
lease, 





Anny Ahlers, Evelyn Laye 
May Reenact Parts in Pix 


London, July 23. 
Anny Ahlers negotiating with 
British International to star in 
talker version of “The Dubarry,” 
the stage hit in which she is star- 
ring at His Majesty’s theatre. 
Miss Ahlers, a Hungarian girl, 
will lead in the film. Picture will 
be partly B. I. and partly Richard 
Eichburg’s, the later to produce it. 
Svelyn Laye, in the same way, is 





dickering for talkers, insisting first 
on a Continental holiday after | 
“Helen.” 





DUBBING PHASE 
ANNOYS ONLY NEE 


Teeth Taken Out of Final 
Draft of New French 
Quota Law — Does Not 
Limit Foreign Imports in 
Any Manner — Dubbing 
Element Is Not Bother- 
some and Chiefly Affects 
Metro — All Others Do 
Their Dubbing in France 
Regardless 








RETROACTIVE TO JULY 1 





Paris, Aug. 1. 

U. S. picture firms won a con- 
siderable victory in the final draft 
of the new French quota law as 
officially proclaimed here Friday 
(29). The law, which is retroactive 
to July 1, does not, as was feared, 
limit the number of foreign imports 
in any manner, there being no 
figure for contingents or licenses 
given. Law is different from the 
previous one in only two ways, most 
important being the barring of 
dubbed films made _ outside of 
France. 


Anti-dubbing bugaboo, which was 
feared by Americans for some time, 
is now considered not a serious con- 
tention. It affects only one U. S. 
company, Metro, ail other American 
firms being satisfied to do their dub- 
bing over here. Most U. S. com- 
panies, as a matter of fact, have 


(Continued on page 44) 


NEW ARGENTINE 
PICTURE FIRM 


Production of about 30 short sub- 
jects and a dozen feature iength 
films in Spanish is being planned 
for Argos, newly formed Argentine 
company, Company was formed 
with a capital of $1,000,000 and has 
already started work on several 
shorts. 

‘'S. A. Kosarin, technical director 
of the organization, is in New York 
to negotiate with RCA and a :con- 
struction company. He also ex- 
pects to hire a director and, a\tech- 
nical staff, { 

Argentine government fs back of 
the project and has agreed to fi- 








(Continued on page 44) 
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High Tariffs Cripple Swedish 
Market; Mexico May Be Totally 
Film-less Aug. 20 for Same Cause 





Alex Esway to Paris for 
Korda’s Co.; 3 French Pics 


London, July 13. 

Alexander Esway, producer and 
script writer, once of Ufa and more 
recently of Gainsborough and Brit- 
ish International, quit London for 
Paris to handle French. production 
for Alexander Korda, whose, film 
company, London Film Productions, 
is opening a Paris subsidiary undér 
the title Alexander -Korda Produc- 
tions. 

Esway will make three native 
talkers in France before returning 
to London, 


FOX PRODUCING 
QUOTA PIX 
IN ENG. 


London, Aug. 1. 
Fox has formed a company here 
to produce in England. Local Fox 
officials say idea is to make only 
one picture as an experiment and 
extend the activities if successful, 











Fox executives in New York 
know nothing of the London pro- 
duction plans, explaining, however, 
that both Clayton Sheehan, Fox 
) foreign head, and Sidney R. Kent, 
Fox president, are currently in on- 
don and could form the company 
without consulting or informing 
New York. 

Fox up to the present has. been 
ordering its British quota films on 
the open market in London, . 

Several weeks ago Fox arranged 
for the production 6f some French 
talkers in Paris via a new indie 
company. Two pictures are to be 
made by a company to be formed 
by Andre Uliman, previously of 
Paramount, with Fox paying about 
two-thirds of the negative cost. 

London proposition is likely on a 
similar basis, if only for one pic- 


if Fox goes to the trouble of actu- 
ally going into production abroad 
one picture cannot possibly return 
enough revenue to make a venture 
worth while. 








10% Admish Tax Killed in Arg.; Freer 
Exchange Rate Also Cheers in S. A. 





WB Prod. in Germany Not 
Denied by Sam Morris 


Berlin, July 23. 

Sam E. Morris, foreign chief of 
Warners, is due back from London 
to settle the final arrangements for 
possible Warner production in Ger- 
many. 

Warner production in Germany 
is no longer denied by the Warner 
executives as a possibility. 


Joe Fisher Due 


Joe Fisher, the Singapore and 
Far East theatre man, is expecting 
to return to New York in the fall. 
He was here last winter buying 
films. 











Buenos Aires, July 20. 

Film situation here becoming 
much clearer with final rejection by 
the government of the proposed 
10% gross on admissions. Instead, 
a tax will be levied on admissions 
at athletic games, principally foot- 
ball, which draws huge crowds, 
while another tax accepted which 
will replace the one proposed on 
films is on betting at the Palermo 
racetrack. 

Next move here is in regard to 
exchange control, still acute but re- 
garding which those in position to 
state aver that within a few weeks 
film concerns will be allowed a cer- 
tain amount of dollars and gold 
standard currency, Data supplied 
|to Exchange Control Committee 
|} shows that all film firms here re- 
|}quire per annum around $4,000,000 
Ly. S., which works out at $1,500,000 





ture, as claimed in England, since 


— 


Stockholm, July 23. 
An acute lack of product has hit 
the local market and _ practically 
crippled film biz in this section of 
the world. Largely the blame lies 


in the recently imposed. new taxes, 
which raised duties on foreign films 
about 1,500%. 

Very few American films are seep- 
ing through, and these are not too 
well selected fromthe standpoint 
of local fan taste. Germans are do- 
ing a bit better than previously be- 
cause of local tieups but also are 
not near what is possible. 

Svenskfilm, the only important 
local picture company, is not 
equipped to turn ont more than a 
dozen or two films, which doesn’t 
come near scratching the surface, 
Due to a recent tieup with Ufa it is 
expected that Svenskfilm may buck 
up. The tieup is of a reciprocal na- 
ture, calling for Svensk pictures to 
be given a break in Germany and 
Ufa films in Sweden. Figured that 
it will help the local picture com- 
pany in more ways than one, most 
important being the European pres-< 
tige to be gained out of being a 
‘partner’ of Germany’s ace company, 

About 40% of the theatres in 
Sweden are dark and more facing 
the possibility of closing. 








Mexico City, Aug. 1, 


The prospect of Mexico becoming 
virtually a film-less land, which 
loomed last. summer when a law 
boosting 1,000% import levies on all 
‘'non-Spanish ‘talker’ films and discs 
was passed, is looming again with 
the establishment of a duty of some 
$8 each on dialog and musical discs, 
New impost, effective Aug. 1, also 
fixes import assessment of around 


(Continued on page 44) 


NEW DUTCH-GERMAN 
FILM PROD. CO. FORMED 


Berlin, July 23. 

A new German-Dutch film pro- 
duction company has been founded 
in Amsterdam under the name of 
Internationale Eidophon N, Y. with 
a capital stock of about $450,000. 
The parent Dutch company will 
take over in the {important Euro- 
pean countries soundfilm work in 
the way of production, release, etc. 

The German daughter company, 
the Deutsche Eidophon G. m. b. H., 
with a capital stoek of $100,000, will 
be managed by Dr. Rudolf Beissel, 
Wilhelm Huebner and Joseph 
Meyer. 

Internationale Eidophon has signed 
license and working agreements 
with Tobis and Klangfilm, including 
patent rights of Dr. Koennemann, 
whose well-known research work 
was the final reason for the setting 
up of the new concern. 

German production of the new 
company is to take place at the 
Marienfelde Terra studios, which 
will be equipped with two sets of 
Tobis-Klangfilm apparatusses. Five 
features will be produced by the 
German company, the first picture 
already in work for September re- 
lease, 











3-Ply Serial of Hugo’s 


‘Miserables’ in French 


Paris, Aug. 2. 

Victor Hugo's ‘Miserables’ will 
be made into a three episode talker 
serial. Adaptation by Andre Lang 
will be directed by Raymond Ber- 
nard who made ‘Croix de Bois’ for 
Natan, 

Idea is to release simultaneously 
the three episodes in three different 
houses so patrons can take in the 
three shows in the same week in- 





Difficulty in setting a definite | Arg. per month, and is in reality stead of the usual delay. 


date due to the fact it takes a 
letter 49 days to reach Fisher from 


| New York, 


Leos 


| less than half:of 1% of exchange 
| requirements. This amount. will 


(Continued on page 44) 


into 
thus 


| Reason for cutting story 
| three pieces is that it has 
{ been compressed to the limit, 


FRENCH QUOTA NOT DRASTIC 


Canada Will Push British Films, 
~~ Infer Reasons for No Kick at Quota 
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You'll feel guilty as hell if your 


competition grabs it first! 


More star names than your 
marquee can hold! And honest- 
to-gold novelty that lets 
the audience in on the mys- 
tery and doubles their fun! 
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Canada Will Push British Films 


¥ 


~~ Infer Reasons for No Kick at Quota 





Toronto, Aug. 1. 


Despite the ‘Give-Us-Profit-Pic- 
tures’ wail of independent theatre 
owners throughout Ontario, lined up 
in opposition to any legislation fora 
British-film quota, Officials of the 
province are determined to encour- 
age British pictures and will so act 
when this subject is treated at the 
Imperial Economic Conference. 

‘George S, Henry, prime minister 
of Ontario, admitted that the par- 
ticular thought on which he had 
‘specialized’ in recent discussions 
and ‘communications with R. B. 
Bennett, Dominion premier, and 
upon which Ontario would lay great 
stress in forthcoming conference 
deliberations; was the encourage- 
ment of the use of British pictures 
throughout! the Dominion. 

‘I. don't know’ of any greater edu- 
cational force at the present time 
than ‘the films,’ said Hon. Mr. 
Henry. ‘They are one of tne things 
which are dominated in our: coun- 
try by American ideals and, possi- 
bly, the standards they set are not 
what we expect and to which we 
are entitled | here. I. feel very 
strongly on this point. I think I 
am safe in saying that Mr. Bennett 
feels likewise. We are out to get 
more British films over here. I 
think we shall be able to do it.’ 

Quota Legislation 

At the present time Ontario pos- 
sesses legislation for establishing a 
British film quota. Such invocation 
has never been enforced, however, 
through fear that its introduction 
might bring inferior British films_to 
Canada. .This same danger has 
been pointed out by independent- 
€xhibitor bodies. 

‘Much weight has been brought 
to bear upon the government by pa- 
triotic fraternities and the subject 
has already been under discussion 
by three previous Imperial Confer- 


(Continued on page 44) 


ROWLAND LEE WALKS ON 
SWANSON; JOINS KORDA 


London, Aug. 1. 

Rowland Lee, the Hollywood di- 
rector, walked out of Gloria Swan- 
son's English unit, which was to 
make ‘Perfect Understanding,’ be- 
cause of the technical intervention 
of non-technical minds. 

‘New director is being negotiated 
and will sail from the States imme- 
diately the deal is set. 

: Meanwhile, Lee has joined Lon- 
don Film Productions, Alexander 
Korda’s unit; for three films. This 
company plans getting away here in 
big style. 


Lesser Taxes Is Keynote 
To Berlin’s Off Show Biz 


Berlin, July 23. 
The tax revenues of the Berlin 
municipality from entertainment 
tax on cinemas, music halls,’ the- 
atres, etc., has considerably de- 
creased in the course of the last 
month. Only $125,000 received as 
compared to $150,000 the corre- 
sponding month last year. 
The decline characterize the dif- 
ficult situation of exhibitors here. 


‘Paradise’ for World 


Auten & Wild have taken the 
foreign rights to ‘Isle of Paradise,’ 
Balinese travelogue. 

Picture was shown at a special 
New York one day performance at 
the Vanderbilt and negotiations are 
now on for national distribution in 
as. 0, &. 


ESTHER RALSTON’S BRIT. 3 
London, Aug. 1. 

Esther Ralston, the American 
blonde who did a long string of si- 
lents for Paramount, has signed for 
three more pictures with Gaumont 
British. 

+ She Fas already made an initial 
talker here, and interrupts her 
vaudeville tour of the English 
aticks to start on the second. 




















CRULL TO LONDON 


Over to Handle Empire for Loew— 
Raymond to S. Africa 








Loew is sending Harry Crull to 
London to assume management 
there of the circuit's Empire the- 
atre. He sails Friday (5) on the 
Europa. ; 

The Empire is presently in the 
hands of Charles Raymond, who on 
Crull’s arrival in London will trans- 
fer to’ South Africa to take charge 
of Loew operation in that territory. 

Crull spent 15 years with the 
Keith organization and was at the 
Fox, Washington, for two years, 


KEARNEY SAYS 
NO CANADIAN 
QUOTA 


Toronto, Aug. 1. 
British film producers will not 
seek a quota, All that they will ask 
at the inter-Empi.2 Cconomic Con- 
ference is that British pictures shall 


not, as a result of agreements, 
financial associations and the direct 
or indirect control of theatres or 
circuits, be placed in a position of 
disadvantage as compared with 
foreign films on Empire screens. 

Such is the first concrete outline 
of what the’ British producer wants 
as gleaned in an interview with M. 
Neville Kearney of the Federation 
of British Industries. Representa- 
tives of British film companies are 
here but Kearney will be the sole 
spokesman for the British film in- 
dustry. He .left here for Ottawa 
last week. 

Although Canadian distributors 
have waged a clamorous »attle with 
government heads during the past 
three weeks in protest against ex- 
pected British quota legislation, the 
British film grouv revealed that 
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Fox Rep. to England for 
‘Cavalcade’ Brit. Cast 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 


George Haddon, dialog director 
with Frank Lloyd on ‘Cavalcade,’ 
for Fox, is on his way to New York 
where he sails Aug. 6 for London, 
to obtain types and characters for 
the cast of the picture going into 
production Sept. 12. 

Clive Brook and Herbert Mundin 
are the only two actors now in 
Hollywood cast for the _ picture. 
Balance of the cast, including the 
children required, will be recruited 
in London, and brought over im- 
mediately. 

Understood the mission also is a 
a good will one to get the co- 
operation of the British government 
and press in the exploitation of the 
picture, prior to and after its re- 
lease, 





Anny Ahlers, Evelyn Laye 
May Reenact Parts in Pix 


London, July 23. 


Anny Ahlers negotiating with 
3ritish International to star in 
talker version of “The Dubarry,” 
the stage hit in which she is star- 
ring at His Majesty’s theatre. 

Miss Ahlers, a Hungarian giri, 
will lead in the film. Picture will 
be partly B. I. and partly Richard 
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DUBBING PHASE 
ANNOYS ONLY ME 


Teeth Taken Out of Final 
Draft of New French 
Quota Law — Does Not 
Limit Foreign Imports in 
Any Manner — Dubbing 
Element Is Not Bother- 
some and Chiefly Affects 
Metro — All Others Do 
Their Dubbing in France 
Regardless 








RETROACTIVE TO JULY 1 





Paris, Aug. 1. 

U. S. picture firms won a con- 
siderable victory in the final draft 
of the new French quota law as 
officially proclaimed here Friday 
(29). The law, which is retroactive 
to July 1, does not, as was feared, 
limit the number of foreign imports 
in any manner, there being no 
figure for contingents or licenses 
given. Law is different from the 
previous one in only two ways, most 
important being the barring of 
dubbed films made _ outside of 
France. 


Anti-dubbing bugaboo, which was 
feared by Americans for some time, 
is now considered not a serious con- 
tention. It affects only one U. S. 
company, Metro, ail other American 
firms: being satisfied to do their dub- 
bing over here. Most U. S. com- 
panies, as a matter of fact, have 


(Continued on page 44) 


NEW ARGENTINE. 
PICTURE FIRM 


Production of about 30 short sub- 
jects and a dozen feature length 
films in Spanish is being planned 
for Argos, newly formed Argentine 
company, Company was formed 
with a capital of $1,000,000 and has 
already started work on _ several 
shorts. 

S. A. Kosarin, technical director 
of the organization, is in New York 
to negotiate with RCA and a :con- 
struction company. He also. ex- 
pects to hire a director and, a\tech- 
nical staff, ae 

Argentine government fs back of 
the project and has agreed to fi- 
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High Tariffs Cripple Swedish 
Market; Mexico May Be Totally 
Film-less Aug. 20 for Same Cause 





Alex Esway to Paris for 
Korda’s Co.; 3 French Pics 


London, July 13. 

Alexander Esway, producer and 
script writer, once of Ufa and more 
recently of Gainsborough and Brit- 
ish International, quit London for 
Paris to handle French. production 
for Alexander Korda, whose, film 
company, London Film Productions, 
is opening a Paris subsidiary under 
the title Alexander -Korda Produc- 
tions. 

Isway will make threé native 
talkers in France before returning 
to London, 


FOX PRODUCING 
QUOTA PIX 
IN ENG. 








——— 


Stockholm, July 23. 
An acute lack of product has hit 
the local market and _ practically 
crippled film biz in this section of 
the world. Largely the blame lies 


in the recently imposed. new taxes, 
which raised duties on foreign films 
about 1,500%. 

Very few American films are seep- 
ing through, and these are not too 
well selected fromthe standpoint 
of local fan taste. Germans are do- 
ing a bit better than previously be- 
cause of local tieups but also are 
not near what is possible. 

Svenskfilm, the only important 
local picture company, is not 
equipped to turn ont more than a 
dozen or two films, which doesn't 
come near scratching the surface, 
Due to a recent tieup with Ufa it is 
expected that Svenskfilm may buck 
up. The tieup is of a reciprocal na- 
ture, calling for Svensk pictures to 
be given a break in Germany and 
Ufa films in Sweden. Figured that 
it will help the local picture com- 
pany in more ways than one, most 
important being the European pres- 
tige to be gained out of being a 
‘partner’ of Germany's ace company, 

About 40% of the theatres in 





London, Aug. 1. 
Fox has formed a company here 
to produce in England. Local Fox 
officials say idea is to make only 
one picture as an experiment and 
extend the activities if successful. 





Fox executives in New York 
know nothing of the London pro- 
duction plans, explaining, however, 
that both Clayton Sheehan, Fox 
foreign head, and Sidney R. Kent, 
Fox president, are currently in Lon- 
don and could form the company 
without consulting or informing 
New York. 

Fox up to the present has. been 
ordering its British quota films on 
the open market in London, \ 

Several weeks ago Fox arranged 
for the production 6f some French 
talkers in Paris via a new indie 
company. Two pictures are to be 
made by a company to be formed 
by Andre Ullman, previously of 
Paramount, with Fox paying about 
two-thirds of the negative cost. 

London proposition is likely on a 
similar basis, if only for one pic- 
ture, as claimed in England, since 
if Fox goes to the trouble of actu- 
ally going into production abroad 
one picture cannot possibly return 





(Continued on page 44) 


enough revenue to make a venture 
worth while. 





10% Admish Tax Killed in Arg.; Freer 
Exchange Rate Also Cheers in S. A. 





vv 


WB Prod. in Germany Not 
Denied by Sam Morris 


Berlin, July 23. 

Sam E. Morris, foreign chief of 
Warners, is due back from London 
to settle the final arrangements for 
possible Warner production in Ger- 
many. 

Warner production in Germany 
is no longer denied by the Warner 
executives as a possibility. 


Joe Fisher Due 


Joe Fisher, the Singapore and 
Far East theatre man, is expecting 
to return to New York in the fall. 
He was here last winter buying 

















Buenos Aires, July 20. 

Film situation here becoming 
much clearer with final rejection by 
the government of the proposed 
10% gross on admissions. Instead, 
a tax will be levied on admissions 
at athletic games, principally foot- 
ball, which draws huge crowds, 
while another tax accepted which 
will replace the one proposed on 
films is on betting at the Palermo 
racetrack. 

Next move here is in regard nat 
exchange control, still acute but re- 
garding which those in position to 
state aver that within a few weeks 
film concerns will be allowed a cer- 
tain amount of dollars and gold 
standard currency, Data supplied 
to Exchange Control Committee 
shows that all film firms here re- 
quire per annum around $4,000,000 





Sweden are dark and more facing 
the possibility of closing. 





Mexico City, Aug. 1. 


The prospect of Mexico becoming 
virtually a film-less land, which 
loomed last summer when a law 
boosting 1,000% import levies on all 
non-Spanish ‘talker’ films and discs 
was passed, is looming again with 
the establishment of a duty of some 
$8 each on dialog and musical discs, 


‘New impost, effective Aug. 1, also 


fixes import assessment of around 
(Continued on page 44) 


NEW DUTCH-GERMAN 
FILM PROD. CO. FORMED 


Berlin, July 23. 

A new German-Dutch film pro- 
duction company has been founded 
in Amsterdam under the name of 
Internationale Eidophon N. Y. with 
a capital stock of about $450,000, 
The parent Dutch company will 
take over in the important Euro- 
pean countries soundfilm work in 
the way of production, release, etc. 

The German daughter company, 
the Deutsche Eidophon G. m. b. H., 
with a capital stoek of $100,000, will 
be managed by Dr. Rudolf Beissel, 
Wilhelm Huebner and Joseph 
Meyer. 

Internationale Eidophon has signed 
license and working agreements 
with Tobis and Klangfilm, including 
patent rights of Dr. Koennemann, 
whose well-known research work 
was the final reason for the setting 
up of the new concern, 

German production of the new 
company is to take place at the 
Marienfelde Terra studios, which 
will be equipped with two sets of 
Tobis-Klangfilm apparatusses. Five 
features will be produced by the 
German company, the first picture 
already in work for September re- 
lease, 











3-Ply Serial of Hugo’s 
‘Miserables’ in French 





Aug. 2. 
Victor Hugo’s ‘Miserables’ will 
be made into a three episode talker 


Paris, 


serial. Adaptation by Andre Lang 
will be directed by Raymond Ber- 
nard who made ‘Croix de Bois’ for 
Natan, 


Idea is to release simultaneously 
the three episodes in three different 
houses so patrons can take in the 


Eichburg’s, the later to produce it. | films. | U. S., which works out at $1,500,000/ three shows in the same week in- 
Evelyn Laye, in the same way, is Difficulty in setting a definite; Arg. per month, and is in reality! steaq of the v«ual delay. 

dickering for talkers, insisting first|}|date due to the fact it takes a|less than half of 1% of exchange| Reason for cutting story into 

on a Continental holiday after |letter 40 days to reach Fisher from |tequirements. This amount will} three pieces is that it has thus 

“Helen.” | New York, (Continued on page 44) | been compressed to the limit, 
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Talking Shorts 








“4 LOVE A PARADE’ 
With Harry Richman 
Song 
10 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Stanley Distributing Corp. 

Such a short as this one needs 
specialized booking. It is an at- 
tempt to dramatize a single song. 
As such bookers have the question 
of how the particular singing piece 


fits in with the cadence of a par- 
ticular program of certain houses. 
Mostly the piece must stand on the 
Richman personality and manner 
of delivery. Depending where the 
subject is screened it will receive 
diverse reception. Kids in grind 
neighbs should like it. 

On the other hand, it should fit 
saisfactorily as an overture inter- 
lude in stage show houses. At the 
Mayfair, a straight film spot and 
de luxe, it didn’t get a single crack 
when caught. That’s something to 
consider, as Richman is best known 
on Broadway from his legit and 
vaude showings over many years, 

The fact that it didn’t get a ripple 
is additionally surprising consider- 
ing Richman’s supposed popularity 
on the air besides his current hold- 
over stage performance at the 
neighboring Paramount. 

Maybe it’s the song, so far as the 
Mayfair audience goes. Been out 
along time. If so, the lesser houses 
have this thing to figure also. 

From a photographic angle the 
subject lacks punch. Mostly li- 
brary fadeins and fadeouts of troops 
on parade in peaceful settings, while 
Richman sings, his face showing 
in double. One laugh is the finale 
shot showing the organist and sup- 
posed accompanist, disheveled from 
fatigue. 

Richman announces also and 
asks the audience to sing as the 
words are flashed on the screen. 
‘When caught nobody joined. 

Supposedly one of a series and 
from all outlooks it looks like an 
ill-fated attempt of Mayfair book- 
ers to cash in on Richman’s pre- 
sumed air popularity as publicized, 
besides his current stage anpear- 
ances. Shan. 


PARAMOUNT PICTORIAL 
Novelty 

10 Mins 

Stanley, New York 


Paramount No. 6 


Not a particularly bright program 
piece. A little too snooty in make- 
up of text and not carrying enough 
interest for the general mob. To 
rate as filler only. Nor is the pho- 
tography or style entrancing, some- 
thing it should be in a novelty piece 
that’s mixed with travelog, music 
and advertising. 

That ad bit may have been just 
a voluntary tie-up, however. It’s 
a display of the ‘most expensive 
only’ in jewels as carried by Car- 
tier. Considering the times and con- 
sidering even more the daily change 
grind where this was caught, show- 
ing diamond structures of from 20 
to 227 carats isn’t very tasteful, and 
the photography doesn’t help inter- 
est. 

This clip, however, may be a re- 
peat in the Par Pictorial as the files 
indicate. Also, that one on Vincent 
Lopez in a childish display on ‘how 
to conduct an orchestra’ seriously 
and in one lesson. He plays a solo 
of ‘Nola,’ which is okay. 

If the clips are repeat then the 
original subject which contained a 
clip in color of ‘Big Boy’ Williams’ 
coast ranch has been re-edited. 
Present subject does not contain 
this clip. 

Also, that item titled, ‘A Big 
Drink for Six Millions’ on the New 
hat water supply system is lack- 

ng. 

Opening clip is a piece with 
Lowell Thomas who, clad in khaki, 
against what looks like a phoney 
setting, details something about 
Yucatan’s hemp fields. Maybe 
Thomas does the lecturing on the 
Other clips also, but that’s not 
shown. 

In ‘The World at Large’ this sub- 
ject which claims this title would 
fit only so-so. That’s from every 
angle. Shan. 


A SEAT ON THE CURS 
Comedy Sketch 
7 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 

Probably one of the reasons they 
closed the Astoria studio. A street 
Sweeper and the ice man sit on the 
curb to eat their lunch and engage 
in highbrow chatter about opera, art 
and literature. They shudder when 
a couple of clubmen stand back of 
them and vote for a Harlem night 
club ‘and a burlesque show. The 
switch in the conversational lines is 
the only humor until the end, when 
the iceman drives past and spashes 
the clubmen. Just what the latter 
are doing in evening dress at high 
noon is not explained. Probably 
will get some laughs, but not 





enough, 





‘CHINESE JINKS’ 
Cartoon 
7 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 


Van Beuren 
One of the Aesop’s Fables series 
and a good one. No moral attached. 
Just a pretty laughter piece with 
characters in animal types, cats ar.d 
dogs. Actually has plottage and 
reasonable sequence with the laughs 


satisfactorily at times, all of which 
points that when preparation is 
carefully planned and painstakingly 
manufactured, quality cartoons can 
be made. It will fit the best pro- 
grams and satisfy lustily. 

A pickup puppy falls for a Chi- 
nee doggie. Offscreen lingo and 
sound effects heiping throughout, 
the piece moves in black and white 
inking from a Chinese street scene 
to a laundry where the puppy saves 
the girl friend from a vicious Man- 
darin whom her pappy wanted to 
marry. The two escape in a drago 
boat. There are pleasing interlude 
of a singing duet between the puppy 
and hit gal, also a laundry quar- 
tet, three hounds and a cat. 

Action is human and succeeds in 
being funny. Kids will love it. 

Shan. 





MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
‘Here Comes the Circus’ 
10 Mins. 
Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

Life before and after the big tent 
goes up has been so thoroughly ex- 
ploited in feature-lengths and news- 
reels that ‘Here Comes the Circus’ 
contains little that is new to the 
fan. The subject, however, merits 
a place in programs using shorts 
since it is edited to move at a good 
pace. Trucks coming into a town, 
pegging the tent, parade, part of the 
show and a few human interest 
touches compose the subject. 

Waly. 





SCREEN SNAPSHOTS 
Novelty Newsreel 
10 Mins. 
Translux, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Even a novelty newsreel can relax 
and depend upon magazine sub- 
jects. ‘Screen Snapshots,’ which 
started out with a semi-news slant, 
meeting trains every week, now 
shows a tendency to be taking the 
easiest way. Those vauge acts, 
beach parties and etc. are all right 
if used occasionally. Week after 
week, however, they tire even the 
most rabid Hollywood fans. Oscar 
Strauss at the piano is the best sub- 
ject in this release. Waly. 





‘HOLLYWOOD ON PARADE’ 
Specialties 
9 Mins. 
Rivoli, nt. V. 
Paramount 

Another number of a cover title, 
introducing Stuart Erwin as m. c. 
with Bing Crosby, Burns and Allen, 
and Olsen and Johnson, the latter 
working in a beach scene with some 
bathing girls. Not much comedy 
from the latter pair, and the jokes 
are sadly stale, such as post office 
is not a child’s game the way he 
plays it. 


SCREEN SOUVENIRS 

Noveltys 10 Mins. 

Rialta, N. Y. 
Paramount 


This is one of a number of sub- 
jects released during the past year 
where early prints are assembled 
with an _ off-screen wisecracker 
dubbed in. The Paramount offer- 
ing, however, is better than average 
thanks chiefly to the cutting job. 

Coney Island bathers, early fash- 
ions and some scenes from an old 
feature are included. Waly. 





‘SINGAPORE SUE’ 
ANNA CHANG, JOE WONG 
Sketch 
9 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 
Paramount 


Comedy sketch chiefly to give the 
featured Chinese players a back- 
ground for a couple of songs. A 
party of sailors on shore leave go 
for the girl, but she is true to her 
Oriental sweetie. Not much to the 
comedy and little more to the sing- 
ing. 


‘WHO? ME!’ 
Comedy 
21 Mins. 
Mayfair, New York 
Universal 

Anybody will laugh when that 
wop waiter gets his self and tray- 
ful tumbled and he warbes in lingo, 
‘Who’s Gonna Pay?” That alone 
would suffice to carry the piece. 
However, this is ome of the rarities 
among two-reelers that while it re- 
veals in some pratfalis it is far and 
away out of the class of the ordi- 





Miniature Reviews 


*White Zombie’ (UA). Grip- 
ping story of Haytien obi sor- 
cery, with heroine turned into 
a living corpse. Fine work of 
Bela Lugosi is backed by good 
cast and bizarre staging. Ex- 
cellent example of the supreme 
herror story. 


*Rebecca of. Sunnybrook 
Farm’ (Fox). Sweet stuff, with 
Marian Nixon and Ralph Bel- 
lamy no particularly scintil- 
lating cast names. Natural 
ballyhoo for this one is along 
the lines that it’s ‘different’ 
and away from the sex, jungle 
and action stuff. 

‘Tom Brown at Culver’ 
(Univ). Story of a cadet school 
somewhat hampered by the ne- 
cessity for paying off the 
school supplying the back- 
ground, but none the less of 
interest. 

‘The Man Called Back’ 
(Worldwide). Just a fair pro- 
gram feature for theatres 
changing during the week. 

‘Hell Fire Austin’ (World 
Wide). Better than average 
western, largely because it 
contains numerous laughs, 
novel situations and some un- 
western atmosphere for relief. 
Stars Ken Maynard. 


‘Rider of Death Valley’ (U). 
Tom Mix and his horse Tony 
both do a swell job, contrib- 
uting plenty of dramatic in- 
terest and suspense away from 
the horse opera flavor. Cast- 
ing, direction, dialog, all ex- 
pert. 

‘Woman in Scarlet’ (May- 
fair). Flimsy entertainment, 
largely because of story. A 
one-dayer. 

‘The Man from Hell’s Edges’ 
(Worldwide). Better than av- 
erage Western with Bob Steele. 

‘The Gorilla Ship’ (Mayfair). 
Strictly second half for double 
feature policies. A weak sister 
chiefly because of story. 

‘Drifting’ (Tower). Fair pro- 
grammer for lesser spots. Not 
a self seller. 


| delight in the company of the soul- 


FICM REVIEWS _ 


form of obi, which, in turn, is a 
super development of the voodoo of 
the Southern states. 

In this story Zombie is a young 
white girl just arrived on the island 
to marry her fiance. On the 
steamer she meets a planter, Beau- 
mont, who pecsuades the young 
couple to come to his plantation for 
the wedding. He plots with a sor- 
cerer to induce suspended anima- 
tion, but when the body is re- 
claimed from its coffin he finds no 


less flesh and pleads with the sor- 
cerer, Murder, to restore her to 
normal, even though she despise 
him. However, Murder, too, has 
come under the spell of the girl 
and plots to make her his own. She 
is saved through the intervention 
of her husband and a priest, Dr. 
Bruner, regaining her normal func- 
tions when the. hypnotic influence 
of Murder is relieved by his death. 


Now and then a tendency to over- 
play jars slightly, but in the main 
the atmosphere of horror is 
well sustained and sensitive 
picturegoers will get a full quota 
of thrills. The macabre atmosphere 
is evenly maintained ard heightened ; 
by the action and the settings, } 
though one seashore set is too pal- 
pably scenic to be convincing and 
would better be cut to a flash 
merely to establish the locale. 
Events are ordered in nice progres- 
sion with mounting suspense, and 
the few attempts at comedy relief 
through the priest are not inter- 
ruptive. The story is fairly steeped 
in gloomy mystery. 

Bela Lugosi, as Murder, the sor- 
cerer, is the chief figure, and a dom- 
inant one with a not too horrible 
make-up and a sinister air he never 
loses. He gives an exceptionally 
good performance, but the producers 
wisely did not place their entire 
dependence upon him. The entire 
cast is well selected and the acting 
is of an ever texture, which is not 
always the case in a practically 
one-man story. Robert Frazer, John 
Harron. Joseph Cawthorn and 
Brandon Hurst all help to maintain 
the atmosphere and Madge Bellamy 
is lovely to look at and not called 
upon for much dramatic exertion. 
Clarence Muse, a negro actor, also 
contributes a nice performance and 
it is he who strikes the first note 
of thrill as the bridal pair come 
upon a funeral which opens the 
action. 

















nary slapstick gadgets. It’s good 
because it’s written well. 

Gags are punchy and action, at 
times, bears subtiety such as the 
hotel clerk punching his signal 
board memos to the hotel dick and 
his skimpy mumblings anent the 
character of the principles involved. 


Photography is good and the act- 
ing and direction okay all the way. 
Has to do with a pair of elopers, 
groom of which pair gets mixed up 
by trying to help his wife’s girl 
friend out of an inheritance jam. 
His doubling as a hubby causes the 
laughs. The fact that the six or 
seven members of the cast are the 
only folks seen about the hotel in 
question may look offside but not 
serious. 

Not a cheap piece to make but 
also not too expensive. Settings 
and dialog fit. 

One of the better subjects. 

Shan. 





WHITE ZOMBIE 


Halperin production and United Artists 
release. Stars Bela Lugosi. Story and 
dialog by Garnett Weston. Settings by 
Carl Trischler, Ralph Berger, Howard An- 
derson. Directed by Edward Halperin. 
Wm. Cody and Herbert Glazer, asst. dirs. 
Arthur Martinelli, camera. Music by Abe 


Meyer. Pete Clark, sound. Harold Mc- 
Lernon, editor. At the Rivoli theatre, 
N. Y., for a run starting July 28. Run- 
ning time, 68 mins. 

Murder ..ccccccccccecs Gnaneese Bela Lugosi 
Madeline ..cccccccccecceess Madge Bellamy 
Dr. Bruner.....++sese+++-d08eph Cawthorn 
Beaumont ...cccescecess++ssRobert Frazer 
Neil ..ccccccccccccoccocecess+-JOhn Harron 


Driver cccccscoccssecscoces-Clarence Muse 
BUVEP ccccccccecccoccecccoe ENnGCR Hurst 
Pierre ...cscccccccccessccces-Dan Crimmins 
Chaudin .nccccccccccscccsccess John Peters 
Von Gelder.......... George Burr McAnnan 





Victor Halperin goes to Hayti, 
hotbed of obi, for the latest addi- 
tion to the blood curdling cycle, and 
with good results. Like other horror 
stories the return will depend large- 
ly upon whether the interest cre- 


ated in the novelty character can 
overcome the revulsion of the more 
timid against the horrible. It does 
not appear that the horrific is 
necessarily a deterrent, and ‘The 
White Zombie’ maintains curiosity 
without actual horror to other than 
those who shrink from the sugges- 
tion of death. Not quite up to 
Broadway. 

Zombies, as has been explained 
in recent literature and at least 
one stage play, are the reverse of 


ghosts. Instead of being disem- 
bodied spirits, they are animate 
bodies without souls, generally 


corpses disinterred before dissolu- 
tion of the physical structure, and 


endowed with the power of motion 


and limited thought and sensibility 





by magical means. Kk is the highest 


Rebecca of Sunnybrook 


Farm 


Fox production and release. Directed 
by Alfred Santell from story by Kate 
Douglas Wiggin and Charlotte Thompson, 
adapted by 8S. N. Behrman and Sonya 


Levien. Camera, Glenn MacWilliams; 
sound, Joseph Aiken; art, Duncan 
Cramer; assistant director, Marty Santell. 


Running time, 75 mins. At the Para- 


mount, N. Y., week of July 29. 


ReODOCCA .nccccccccccccccsvces Marian Nixon 
BR. TAGE. cc ctadecesesesseie Ralph Bellamy 
Aue JARs oocccccecctbnscscocs Mae Marsh 
Aunt Miranda........ Louise Closser Hale 
Mr. Coble... cesscccccccvecs Alphonz Ethier 
Mra. Cobb... .csccccvces ebeecs Sarah Padden 
Mr. Simpson......eseess occveser Alan Hale ; 
Mrs. Simpson...... Popeocebecceses Eula Guy 





..-Charlotte Henry 


Mrs. Randall..... eeeeees+Claire McDowell 
Jack-O-Lantern ..... eeseee-ROnald Harris 
TOD © cacccvcscvecses esveeee- Willis Marks 
Pig Woman........+s6+- eeee-- Lucille Ward 
John Randall........+:+ +... Tommy Conlon 
Billy Randall......--+sssses- Wally Albright 





A sweet picture and hinting at 
fair business. That’s the initial 
and ultimate summation of this 
talkerization of the classic ‘Rebecca’ 
which Mary Pickford did as a silent 
and which was slated for Janet Gay- 


nor, but wound up not so bad with 
Marian Nixon in the saccharine as- 
signment. Ralph Bellamy is a sat- 
isfactory vis-a-vis. He subs for 
Charles Farrell, who was originally 
slated opposite Gaynor. 

Away from the sex and bing-bang 
stuff, ‘Rebecca’ has that summer- 
time advantage as a smooth, Polly- 
annish little picture, which about 
sums up the exploitation arguments 
for the production. It would have 
meant more unquestionably with! 
the Gaynor-Farrell pair, hence it’s | 
a bigger problem selling the rela- 


tively inconspicuous pair, Nixon 
and Bellamy. 
‘Rebecca’ isn’t without its mo- 


ments. Miss Nixon establishes the 
wide-eyed ingenue character im- 
pressively from the start as she sets 
out to win over her dour rich aunt 
and reform the atheistic Zion 
Simpson, who, in turn, is inspired 
to make an honest woman of the 
common-law wife whom he seem- 
ingly loves with a somewhat pagan 
genuineness. Little Miss Fix-It 
also rings in Dr. Ladd (Bellamy) 
for some idyllic community work, 
and so it winds up hunky-dory all 
around. 

Nothing much can be said about 
@ smooth procedure such as this. 
It doesn’t inspire to any extraordi- 
nary direction, and Al _ Santell 
doesn’t evidence any. 

Louise Closser Hale as_ the 
grouchy aunt milks a good oppor- 
tunity, and is alone outstanding in 
any individual performance. The 
rest are tritely adequate. 

Production looks a cup of coffee 
and indicates a good break all 
‘round for money possibilities. A 


Tom Brown of Culver 


Universal production and release from a 
story by Geo. Green and Dale Van Every. 


Screen play by Tom Buckingham. Di- 
rected by William Wyler. Camera work 
by Chas. Stumar. At the Mayfair. N. Y., 
one week commencing July 29. Running 
time, 79 mins. 

Tom Browm.....e++-- Gocesceccve Tom Brown 
Dr. BrowWB......+-+ eceececes H. B. Warner 
WEEN wade cocceceesesepecs Slim Summerville 
Bob Randolph......«-....-Richard Cromwell 
ROI cc ccdtevcecoveserrcces Ben Alexander 
Major Wharton.....ceseses:: Sidney Toler 
Se cvncces cadeevedsectes Russell Hopton 
Captain White...«.....- Willard Robertson 
Carruthers... .seceesses Norman Phillips, Jr. 
JOBN .ecceccces erdeccese Tyrone Power. Jr 
Boxer ..ccevcece eeresesecesevess Kit Guard 
ACUFEBH covcccccevcceccccecees Betty Blythe 





In spite of the fact that there is 
too much story to make this a good 
propaganda film or too much propa- 
ganda material fer a good story, 
‘Tom Brown of Culver’ probably 
will appeal strongly to the juve- 
niles who have yet to go through 
prep school, just as the college 
stories impress in spite of the fic- 
titious coloring. ‘Brown’ i: not a 
faithful story of cadet school life, 
but it is what the juveniles want 
to think it is, and also carries the 
impression the school authorities 
would convey. It stresses the 
character-forming benefits of the 
military system of education with- 
out reference to the sometimes se- 
vere first-year hazing by which 
these results are attained. It prob- 
ably will get derisive chuckles from 
cadet graduates, but women will 
think it lovely, and the grade school- 
boys will thrill. Incidentally it 
probably will not be received with 
acclaim in towns where there are 
military schools, since headmasters 
already resent the almost exclusive 
use of Culver for newsreel and 
drama shots, regarding these as fa- 
voritism. But by and large‘ Brown’ 
should do a comfortable business in 
most sections, though it scarcely 
has the Broadway appeal. For one 
thing there is no love interest and 
no girls with the single exception 
of Betty Blythe, seen in one very 
brief sequence, 

On the other side it is a nicely- 
handled story of a boy taken up by 
the local legion because his father 
was posthumously awarded the 
Congressional Medal for. bravery, 
and which sends him to Culver. 
The father later turns up, con- 
fesses to Tom’s foster father that 
he really deserted, after having 
maintained a dressing station in 
the face of a retreat, permitting it 
to be supposed that he was killed. 
Eventually he is reins‘ated, and his 
son pins on his breast the cher- 
ished decoration. There are some 
genuinely touching bits  inter- 
spersed with very ordinary scenes 
of school routine, and one or two 
lengths which are merely an illus- 
trated catalog of Culver. 

Most of the action is assigned the 
boys, and they handle it nicely, giv- 
ing a touch of reality to the situ- 
ations, but there is not a sustained 
appeal which would make for real 
merit. It is like the Army and 
Navy films; too thoroughly tied 
down by the demands of the body 
granting the concessions. It is 
rather a series of interludes, with 
the story thread too losely woven 
in to grip real interest, and yet it 
probably will make acceptable film 
fare to other than irritated cadets. 

For one thing it gives Slim Sum- 
merville an excellent opportunity to 
demonstrate that he is capable of 
better things than slipstick com- 
edy, and H. B. Warner is again cast 
in a father role. Fate seems’to be 
making him a sort of masculine 
Mary Carr. Tom Brown is con- 
vincing, as are most of the other 
boys in the cast, though he handles 
the bulk of such action as there is. 

The photography is excellent 
save in one faulty traveling shot 
toward the close, and the sound is 
good. 


The Man Called Back 


Tiffany production released through 
Worldwide. Directed by Robert Florey. 
Based on the Andrew Soutar book, ‘Silent 








Thunder.’ At the Rialto, N. Y., beginning 
July 29. Running time, 76 mins. 

Dr. David Yorke........+++- Conrad Nagel 
Dianna St. Clair......+++++- Doris Kenyon 
Bt. Clale....ccccccccscccveces John Halliday 
Vivien Lawrence.... .Juliette Compton 
Dr. Atkins........++ eocerees Reginald Owen 
TAlaya.c sc ccetercscvcveseseewns Mona Maris 
King’s Counsel.......++..--Alan Mowbray 
Defense Counsel...... eeee--Gilbert Emery 
ROBIE ccccrcccccccccccsccccseses Mae Busch 





For theatres changing three times 
a week, and still better daily, “The 
Man Called Back’ is fair program 
entertainment of a very familiar 
kind. Houses that risk it for a 
week will have to work up a spe- 
cial ballyhoo that may boomerang 
when the public finds that it was 
produced before a recent playboy 
tragedy and that none of the char- 
acters in the cast is suggestive in 
any way of those mentioned by 
newspapers at the time of the ac- 
tual happening. 

Unlike other pictures that open 
in the South Seas and close in Lon- 
don or New York, there is none of 
the physical in this Worldwide re- 
lease. Possibly this company, form- 
erly independent, decided that being 
metamorphosed into the Hays army 
means shaking off all the good old 
fashioned rcbust qualities of free 
lance days. 





house like the Broadway Par with 
a big stage show can carry this 





one for a week's deluxe engage- | 
ment. Abel. 


The total absence of a thud in 
the barroom, although Mae Busch 
as the hostess, a bit part, does her 
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VARIETY 


A PICTURE THAT WILL LIFT UP 
THE SPIRIT OF THE MILLIONS! 


Magnificent in theme. Glorious in execution. Packed 
with punches and fine in sentiment... The story of 
a young man who said “Aw, what's the use of any- 
thing” and then pulled himself up by sheer force of 
character and a great love! . .. Exactly the right 
picture at exactly the right time... Even finer than r 


“The Spirit of Notre Dame.” 


TOM BROWN 
OF CULVER 


With Tom Brown, Slim Summerville, Richard Cromwell, H. B. Warner, Andy Devine, Russell 
Hopton, Ben Alexander, Sidney Toler, Willard Robertson. Produced by en | Laemmle, Jr. Story 
by George Green and Dale Van Every. Directed by William Wler. Pre evented by Carl Locmailey, 
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GET OUT THE OLD BALLYHOO | 
FOR 1932's SHOWMAN'S SPECIAL 





the terrific battle between an 
Eskimo and a ferocious polar 
bear which is about to devour 


SEE 


the Eskimo’s sweetheart! 


i the hunger-maddened 
Eskimos’ wild walrus hunt . 
giant sea beasts slain before 
the desperate Eskimos’ 


your very eyes! 
ing pursuit of a whale-like sea 


S monster whose tail alone is 


bigger than 20 men! 


IGLOO 


thrill- 


the crashing masses of white 
death—pressure-ice that closes 


its gigantic jaws on man and 


beast alike! 


SEE 


the sacrifice of human lives 
that others may be spared... 


the aged sealed to die in 


lonely tombs of ice and snow! 
the awful struggles against 
hunger and cold... fierce 


S EE Arctic blizzards .. 


gers of the North! 





An Edward Small Production directed by Ewing Scott. Presented by Carl Laemmle. 
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The Man Called Back 


(Continued from page 15) 


best to lend vigor to a few lines of 
dialog, and the usual precise per- 
formance by Conrad Nagel start the 
picture a little too quietly. But it 
continues this way throughout, re- 
vealing a story patchwork of bro- 
mides arranged in chronological 
order. 

There are even a few flashbacks 
to remind of the old directorial and 
cutting room school. In this in- 
stance they are excusable since they 
facilitate a trial sequence and ex- 
plain how the playboy, St. Clair, 
took the poison himself and was not 
murdered as a couple of flashes of 
newspaper headlines indicated. Rea- 
soning here is almost laughably il- 
logical, the suicide being checked 
up to the playboy’s motive for ven- 
geance although St. Clair all during 
the action has openly flaunted his 
own infidelities. 

Reginald Owen is the picture's 
best bet. In a lesser part as Dr. 
Atkins he manages to _ arouse 
laughs with every gesture. His 
work on the witness stand is es- 
pecially good. 

Doris Kenyon is not revealed as 
Mrs. St. Clair until after she has 
rehabilitated the derelict doctor who 
in turn has given her courage to 
leave the island. The playboy hus- 
band just happens along with a bad 
appendix, and spirits the doctor 
back to London after a successful 
operation cn the yacht, Waly. 


HELL FIRE AUSTIN 


Tiffany production and World-Wide re- 
lease. Directed by Forrest Shelden, Story 
by. Sheldon, Stars Ken Maynard. Cast: 
Ivy Merton, Nat Pendleton, Alan Roscoe, 
Jack Perrin, William Robyns, ‘Lafe’ Mc- 
Kee, Fargo Bussey, Charles LeMoyne. At 
Loew's Now York, N. Y., as half of double 
bill, for one day, July 26. Running time, 
70 mins, 











Effort to dress up a western with 
atmosphere foreign to the average 


horse opera has met with fair suc- 
cess.in this latest of the Ken May- 
nards. It includes a soldier touch 
and a horse race for relief, plus 
more than the usual amount of 
laughs. Appraises high egough to 
deserve wider booking and better 
playing time than most westerns. 
While majority go into double bills, 
in some smaller spots this one 
might stand alone and get by rea- 
sonably well. 

Picture opens with soldiers wait- 
fing for their discharge, including 
Maynard, who seems to have 
aroused the envy of some of his 
war buddies by his riding ability. 
The first laugh arrives when a 
Tenth avenue type of mugg is 
framed into a fist fight with May- 
nard, the two landing in a hospital. 

There they become close pals, 
Maynard finally dragging the former 
bartender-soldier out west. The 
story has paid considerable atten- 
tion to comedy details, with the re- 
sults in that direction on entertain- 
ment: value sufficient to carry the 
picture. 

Nat Pendleton, teamed with May- 
nard, is a type that’s odd but not 
out of place in the story as written. 
He dresses as a cowpuncher except 
for the iron hat which he refuses 
to give up, and throughout talks 
with that Thoid avenue accent, 
which in itself is diverting if well 
done, 

The usual heroine is involved. 
She’s Ivy Merton, and not particu- 
larly effective on the screen, but 
serves the purpose of owning a 
ranch as well as a horse she wants 
to enter in the county’s $25,000 
sweepstakes. Maynard and his Noo 
Yawk pal wend their way into her 
company in protecting her against 
a plot to cop her horse. Thev get 
involved in some novel story plot 
leading up to the race itself. 

There is one sequence having to 
do with prisoners on a chain gang 
for added novelty. Char. 


DRIFTING 


Tower production and Powers release, 
featuring Lois Wilson. Story by Dougias‘* 
Z. Doty and N. Houston. Directed by 
Morris R. Schlank. Cast includes Shirley 
Grey, Theo. Von Eliz, Raymond Hatton 
and Edmund Breese. At the Fox, Brook- 
lyn, one week. commencing July 29, Run- 
ning time, 64 mins. 








That the Tower production, orig- 
inally titled ‘Drifting Souls,’ is at 
the Fox is less indicative of the 
merits of the picture than the 
acuteness of the product situation. 
It is the type of production more 
often found heading a double bill 
than the feature in a deluxe oper- 
ation. It lacks strength for the 
more important spots under normal 
conditions, and is more or less 
questionable as a single even at the 
lower end of the A classification or 
the top B spots. It is a good pro- 
duction in its class, but that isn’t 
class A, 

There is a fairly well-told story of 
a scheme to entrap a wealthy man 
in a tough spot, from which he is 
supposedly saved by ‘the alibi that 
he was getting married at the time 
he is supposed to have hit a work- 
man while drunk driving. He mar- 
ries a girl who offered herself to 
anyone with $5,000 to pay for an 
operation which will save her 
father’s life. The man is arrested 
and tried, but a newspaper reporter 





<_ — 


digs a witness to clear the man af- 
ter the purchased wife, who is a 
lawyer, pleads his case in court, 

While not highly original in 
theme, ths story is developed with 
fair skill, though the dialog is fre- 
quently weak. Most of the meat 
goes to Raymond Hatton as a hard- 
boiled reporter who eventually 
saves the day. The character is 
overstressed, apparently more in 
the direction than through Hat- 
ton’s own idea, for the same fault 
is noticeable in all of the characters. 
Miss Wilson does fairly well in the 
early scenes, but fails lamentably 
in the big trial scene, where she 
never gets into character. The 
other players are negligible, several 
good names being introduced in bits 
merely to strengthen the advertis- 
ing possibilities. 

The settings are good, but the 
photography is uncertain and the 
sound generally poor. 


Man from Hell’s Edges 


Trem Carr production released through 
Wolrdwide, Bob Steele starred. Story, 
adaptation and direction by R. N. Brad- 
bury. At Loew's New York one day, July 
19, on double feature bill.» Running time, 
57 minutes. 





Bob Williams. .cccccecsesseersss Bob Steele 
Betty. ...ccccccecsevecesseess Nancy Drexel 
Lobo....- peccccce ecceces -++.-Julian Rivere 
Sheriff..... Seovocctcdoedeocccmeaners Bemens 
Shamrock........sseeee08 e++.-George Hayes 
DEAE. FON s : cnscegebongecete Peewee Holmes 


PROPOR. oc cc ccccccdosccevecesess Earl Dwire 
Drake Bros...Dick Dickison, Pery Murdock 





A little less boyishness and exag- 
gerated modesty replaced by occa- 
sional flashes of the hard western 
frcat would help Bob Steele consid- 
erably. ‘The Man from Hell's 
Edges’ is better than Steele’s aver- 
age, not because of the actor, how- 
ever, but due to the fact that the 
story was developed with skill. 

The popularity of professional 
wrestling probably is responsible for 
Steele introducing a body twirl 
along with fisticuffs. The struggle 
at grips is better than the blows 
which loudly record six in a row, 
and on the chin, before the bad man 
tumbles. Audiences, even in thea- 
tres like Loew’s New York, laughed 
at such fistic demonstrations. The 
crowd isn’t going any more for the 
one-man-against-an-army type of 
action, 

But ‘Edges’ has a tricky theme. 
Every payee knows that Steele can't 
be wrong, and it looks as though the 
story will take the usual turn when 
the hero escapes from jail and goes 
the deputy sheriff route. Holding 
up his boss, however, and passing 
up his girl seem to tie the story up 
in a knot. But all the time Steele, 
it is at length revealed, was just 
making believe in order to get evi- 
dence that he was innocent of a 
murder and holdup of a _decade 
before. Waly. 





LA BONNE AVENTURE 


(‘The Nice Adventure’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, July 14. 

Diaman. Berger’ production. 
Osso release. Directed by Henri Diamant 
Berger. Scenario by same. Music by M. 
Lenoir. Made in Eclair Studi6s in Epinay, 
near Paris. Recorded Tobis Klangfilm. 
Running time, 95 mins. Olympia, Paris, 
July 12, 

Cast: Boucot, Roland ‘Toutain, 
Moy, Hieronimus, Blanche Montel, 
Vatier, Calvi, Parisys, 


Armada 


Jules 
Lulu 





Another proof of how unexpect- 
edly audiences will react, They like 
this one and laugh a lot. That this 
was not anticipated is shown by the 
fact that the Olympia management 
had arranged to have some police 
handy on opening day, for fear of 
disturbances. 

Film is not an operetta, but not a 
straight comedy either. Apart from 
the music, it is crazily unconvincing 
and acted in that spirit. 

Special music is plentifully used, 
and though the lyrics are meaning- 
less, one tune at least is catchy and 
is often repeated with slight altera- 
tions. 

Technically the production is 
hodge podge. No close-ups, but 
plenty of gan keeper oy in very 
long shots, with film nearly appear- 
ing to turn to a scenic at times. 
Direction, photo, some of which is 
trick work, and sound all most ir- 
regular. 

Sets are very good. Mostly real 
stuff, either open air or Riviera ho- 
tels. But those done in the studio 
are nicely made. 

Story hangs on a fake seer who, 
through mistaken identity, orders a 
middle-aged physical instructor to 
marry, because he will soon die, in- 
stead of prescribing that to one of 
his young friends whose mistress 
framed the job. The older man is 
frightened, decides to enjoy the 
month he has left to live, plunges at 
the races, in the market and at 
Monte Carlo, becomes wealthy, and 
when he finds he did not die at the 
appointed time, proceeds to enjoy 
life. However, the girl he was to 
marry goes to his young sporting 
friend, 

Girl is done by Blanche Montel, 
whose acting is as satisfactory on 
the screen as on the stage. She 
plays opposite Roland Toutain, who 
as the rich young sport displays his 
usual antics. The physical instruc- 
tor is done by Boucot, popular stage 
comedian, who burlesques the part. 
He gets away with it and in one 
sequence at least, when he prepares 
his death bed, gets a general laugh. 
Balance of cast satisfactory. 

Masi, 


Rider of Death Valley 


Universal production and release, Stars 
Tom Mix. Associate producer, Stanley 
Bergerman, Directed by Al Rogell. Story 
by Stanley Pergerman and Jack Cunning- 
ham. Dialog by Al Martin. Photography 
by Dan Clark. At Loew's Circle, N. Y., as 





half of double bill for one day Running 
time, 76 mina, 

Tom Rigby.. -..-Tom Mix 
Helen Joyce. secceccecceccece:::-LOis Wilson 


Lew Grant. cecmccccocceeses.-.-Fred Kohler 
Doc Larribe. eoccccccoess:+--Forest Stanley 
Bill Joyce. ..cceccceccceses Willard Robinson 
Betty Joyce. .cccenccccesss+- Edith Fellowes 
BOOP eccssecse Tre eee eee . Tony 
Dance Hall Girl..... Sadeccsocuse Mae Busch 
Citizens: Otis Harlan, Max Ascher, Pete 
Morrison, Edmund Cobb 





Much more than the usual atten- 
tion accorded westerns has been 
given ‘Rider of Death Valley.’ That 
it’s not merely a plains opera fol- 
lowing a conventional routine pat- 
tern may explain the interest U, 
Tom Mix and others concerned in 


its making apparently had in seeing 
that it got that attention. 

Westerns of recent years have be- 
come tiresome even to their large 
followings mostly because they're all 
alike. Not this one, much of the 
appeal of which is drawn from the 
stark drama of starvation in the 
desert. 

In all, it’s one of the best Tom 
Mix pictures to date and in it Mix 
turns in a swell job. He goes dra- 
matic in the desert sequences when 
he and companions are dying of 
thirst. These scenes were photo- 
graphed in Death Valley in that 
portion of the bleak sandswept des- 
ert which is free of any vegetation 
and long has been used for stories 
locale of which it is the Sahara, 
such as Foreign Legion pictures etc. 
Thus, this western at least differs 
greatly in background from the rest. 

Mix’s horse, Tony, which prob- 
ably has nearly as many fan wor- 
shippers as Mix does, is very much 
in evidence. He has the biggest part 
in his career. being called upon to 
save his master and the others 
from the desert and the buzzards. 
He fulfills the task admirably. And 
that nearly makes the picture some- 
thing more than a routine western, 
Tony taking much of the spotlight 
toward the last. 

-The direction, by Al Rogell, is 
clean-cut and intelligent. Among 
the virtues ‘Rider of Death Valley’ 
possesses is its adherence to detail. 
The story, even to the regulation 
heroine, who comes from the east 
after her brother has been shot by 
a man plotting to steal his gold 
mine, carries conviction. Mix him- 
self doubtless had a hand in the 
making so far as sticking to exact- 
ness of detail was concerned. 

Picture has been exceptionally 
well cast, with Fred Kohler as a 
great heavy, Forrest Stanley as his 
partner in crime and Lois Wilson as 
the girl. In the first few reels many 
other characters appear, but for the 
second half it’s just these charac- 
ters, Mix and Tony, that tell the 
tale, 

In the casting for the first few 
reels U has chosen excellent types, 
including some for the purpose of 
comedy. A little girl (Edith Fel- 
lowes) is also involved in the earlier 
portions. : 

Probably for the first time a team 
of runaway horses looks on the 
level, and the gravity of being lost 
in the desert without water becomes 
strikingly convincing. 

Story is largely concerned with 
Mix’s efforts to protect the secret 
of a gold mine away off in the des- 
ert from two men who have killed 
its owner and are scheming to take 
it away from the dead man’s sister. 
There’s plenty of suspense and 
plenty of action, but with latter in- 
telligently restrained. 

Running time is 76 minutes, long 
for any western. Nevertheless, the 
interest holds to the end, and picture 
in many spots should solo it rather 
than play as half of a double bill as 
here. New York is no town for 
westerns, however, regardless of 
how well made, 

The exhibitor can give ‘Rider of 
Death Valley’ everything he has and 
it will stand by him, at the same 
time increasing fan interest for Mix 
and his hoss, Char, 


WOMAN IN SCARLET 


Ralph M. Like production and Mayfair 
release. Directed by George B. Seitz from 
story and continuity by Norman Battle. 
At Loew's N. Y. one day. Running time, 
60 mins. 

Baroness Orsani.... 





eceeees- Dorothy Revier 


Peter Lawton-Bond........Kenneth Harlan 
Mandel ..c-ccccessseseesss+Lloyd Whitlock 
Spully ccccccccccses cccceccece CUED BIEee 
Alice Lawton-Bond.........Myrtle Stedman 
Bradley ..cccoces eeccce ... Lloyd Ingraham 
Hymie ceccssccccees srecceceeesHarry Strang 





‘The Widow in Scarlet‘ should 
serve’ as another reminder to indie 
producers that the best sets, sound, 
photography, as well as some estab- 
lished names of a lesser category, 
are inconsequential if the story is 
slipshod. Add to that, in the case 
of ‘Scarlet,’ a performance by Dor- 
othy Revier and Kenneth Harlan 
that is strained, stiff and often arti- 
ficial, and the reasons for ‘Scarlet’ 
being just a little more than one of 
those things are apparent. 

Like the clowning magician who 
shows what he has in his hand and 
then asks his audience what he has 
in his hand, so unfolds the ‘Scarlet’ 


theme. 
A baroness, who constantly re- 
minds in the dialog that she is 


crazy, makes a bet with a couple of 
gentlemen that she can get the jew- 
els. Then Lawton-Bond, althousch 








warned by the police, who know 


every movo in advance, shows the 
secret vault, combination, jewels, 
etc., to his guests. 

The old bromides of a crook made 
to confess by a phoney letter, the 
girl taking the jewels from the real 
crook, and the real crook being shot 
by the pal he doublecrossed—all 
come out in the wash. 

Glenn Tryon is shown in only a 
few feet of the action. Lloyd Whit- 
lock is the suave crook who mas- 
querades as the detective, He does 
the best job in the cast, Waly. 


ON OUR SELECTION 


(AUSTRALIAN MADE) 


Sydney, June 24, 

Cinesound production released by Greater 
Union Theatres. Features Bert Bailey, 
Alfred Bevan and Fred MacDonald. Di- 
rected by Ken Hall; scenario from play 
same title by Steele Rudd. Photography by 
Walter Sully. Privately screened at State, 
Sydney. Running time, 8 mins, 





Ken Hall made his debut as a 
talker director with this his first 
full-length feature for Cinesound. 
Previously, Hall had a>ted as editor 
of the Cinesound newsreel. ‘On Our 
Selection’ (‘On Our Little Place’) is 
really corking entertainment for lo- 
cal audiences. 

It is 100% Australian in atmos- 
phere, direction and cast, Undoubt- 
edly it is the best thing yet turned 
out in an Australian studio, Every 
scrap of dialog is local and good for 
solid laughs. In other countries the 
picture would hardly mean a thing, 
but over here it should be a sure 
box-office bet. 

Story is simple, telling of the 
tribulations of a small rancher and 
his family. The acting is splendid, 
and the exterior shots are really 
beautiful. Photography by Walter 
Sully is the equal of any foreign 
picture presented here. 

After viewing both ‘The Senti- 
mental Bloke’ and ‘Selecticn,’ it does 
appear as if Australian producers 
are setting forth to make good solid 
fare for the local market. Rick, 


FLYING SQUAD 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, July 20. 
British Lion Film production and release. 
Directed by W. Kraemer. Sound recording, 





RCA _ Photophone system. Carol Goodney 
and Harold Huth featured. Running time, 
80 mins, Reviewed Piccadilly theatre, 
London, 





Adapted from play of same name 
by Edgar Wallace. This was one of 
the earlier Wallace plays and, pro- 
duced at the Lyceum at popular 
prices, it ran over 200 performances. 
The story is old-fashioned ‘10, 20 
and 30’ melodrama, telling the tale 
of a boy who had become involved 
with a gang of smugglers, and when 
he wanted to go straight was 
bumped off. His sister comes from 
her art studies in Paris and is 
greeted by the leader of the gang, 
who narrates a story of her brother 
having been killed by a police in- 
spector. She joins the gang to re- 
venge herself, and falls in love with 
the inspector. 

The main criticism’ is the slow 
tempo with which the picture pro- 
ceeds. Even the fights are lacka- 
daisical, and when the inspector 
wallops the villain it is not convinc- 
ing. 

The photography isn’t altogether 
clear, and while the sets on the 
river front are good, there is no 
sense of richness in the contrasting 
drawing-room scenes. 

The cast, though small, is gener- 
ally competent, but the production, 
as a whole, seems destined for the 
cheaper priced picture houses of 
England, where it should draw on 
the strength of the name of the late 
author, Jolo, 


NUMBER SEVENTEEN 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 23, 





British International picture, released 
through Wardour Films. Directed by Al- 
fred Hitchcock. In cast: Leon M. Lion, 


Ann Grey, Donald Calthop, John Stuart, 
Bary Jones, Garry Marsh. Running time, 
> ne vg Previewed Hippodrome, London, 
uly 18, 





Written as a mystery play and 
produced by Leon M. Lion some 
years ago, it took two _ scenario 
writers and the director to endeavor 
to make a talker out of it. Like the 
play, the story is vague and, despite 
its intended eerieness, unconvincing. 

It is asking a lot of an audience— 
even a picture one—to make them 
believe a woman accomplice of a 
band of thieves will fall in love at 
first sight with a detective and pre- 
vent his being done in by her asso- 
ciates, 

All about a stolen necklace, con- 
cealed in an unoccupied house, with 
the crooks escaping and hiding in a 
freight train destined for the Con- 
tinent. They clamber from one car 
to another while train is in motion, 
which means little, until it culmi- 
nates in the train crashing onto a 
ferry boat at full speed, and is badly 
smashed and sunk. This is very 
good, but not sufficient to make it 
anything but a program feature. 

Better than most English picture 
casts, with only spasmodically good 
photography and usual slow tempo 
British direction, 

Wonder why they can’t speed up 
a picture over here? Even American 
trained directors seem to be unable 
to do it in this country. Maybe it’s 





the tea, dolo. 





THE GORILLA SHIP, 


Ralph M. Like production released throug® 
Mayfair. Directed by Frank Strayer. Ne 
story credits. At Loew's New York one 
day, July 19, on double feature program, 
Running time, 60 minutes, 


Captain Larsen. ..escceesese.-+-Ralph Ince 





Mrs. Wells. .ccccaccccccceces VES Reynolds 
Dave BurtOm..ccceceseeecerscss Reed Howes 
Mr. Wells....cseesseee.-.Wheeler Oakman 
Dumb Sailor.......+.+.-James Bradbury, Jr. 
Perms BOlOsccccccccesecess George Cheseboroe 
Cabin Boy. cccoccscccceses Seeerres Ben Halk 


*The Gorilla Ship’ is a pretty in« 
sipid piece of film. Strictly second 
end for lesser subsequent runs with 
the twin policy. 

The sooner indie producers learn 
that names mean nothing on the 
screen when the story is nil the 
quicker they will be able to turn out 
pictures which will warrant a larger 
market, 

Stuff such as in this one just 
wearies the fans and hurts the 
players. 

Slipshod theme in the oft-used 
formula of the indie meller yarn 
factory when sound wasn't known, 
‘Gorilla’ has little more than its 
title. 

Dialog has to explain that the 
husband is jealous of his pal. The 
shipwreck of the husband's yacht 
is taken care of by conversation. 
The gorilla ship doesn’t move, and 
looks like the one Mack Sennett 
used years ago. Wheeler Oakman 
has a tough time to be villainous, 
while Reed Howes and Vera Reyn- 
olds don't seem to know why they 
are supposed to be in love. Ralph 
Ince just socks people around at 
will, and that passes for dramatic 
action, Waly, 


Le Coffret de Laque 


(‘Lackered Box’) 
(FRENCH MADE) 


Paris, July 20. 

Oceanic production, Haik release. Direct« 
ed by Jean Kemm from the English play, 
“Black Coffee,’' by Agata Chreistie. Made 
in Haik studios, Paris. Recorded Photoe 
tone. At the Olympia, Paris, July 15. 

‘No star, featuring Rene Alexandre, 
Maxime Desjardins, Maurice Varny, Marcel 
Vibert, Andre Laurent, Gaston Dupray, 
Alice Field, Daniel Darrieux and others, 





/ 





Film has the unique distinction 
of having in its cast three actors of 
the Comedie Francaise, Alexandre, 
Desjardins and Varny. But Gaston 
Dupray, who plays the gentlemanly 
idiot, steals the film completely 
from them and through burlesquing 
his part puts the audience in a re- 
ceptive mood which otherwise might 
have been decidedly reversed, so 
cheaply mellerish is the screen adap< 
tation. 

Film title comes from the box 
which contains the poison which, as 
in the stage play, is put in ‘black 
coffee’ to permit the stealing of a 
secret formula from a scientist. 

Acting all round is. satisfactory 
though possibly due to the large in-« 
jection of Comedie Francaise talent 
there is a tendency to overact. This 
is saved by Dupray’s burlesque 
which brings some laughs just about 
when the audience would get an- 
noyed at the childish transparency 
of it all. Femmes are Alice Field 
as the reformed crook whose screen 
chances seem bigger than the stage 
on which she has mostly been seen 
so far. Also Daniele Darrieux, cur« 
rently the best local juvenile but 
miscast here. 

Sets are okay, direction fair, photg 
and sound most irregular. Mari, 





Jonny Stiehlt Europa 
(‘Johnny Steals Europe’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, July 23. 
Ariel Film production and Deutsche Unie 
versal release, Manuscript after Werner 
Scheff's novel, Direction Harry Piel. Pro« 
duction management Joe Pasternak. Music, 
Fritz Wenneis; photography, Ewald Daub; 


sound, Charles Metain; settings, Gustay 
A. Knauer, 
Cast: Harry Piel, Alfred Abel, Darry 


Holm, Margarete Sachse, Walter Steinbeck, 
Hermann Blass, Carl Ballhaus, Charly 
Berger, Kurt Lilien, Wolfgang V. Schwind, 
Gerhard Damann, Hans Waliner, Frits 
Spira, Bruno Ziener. Running time 8€ 
minutes, At Titania Palast, Berlin, 


One of Harry Peil’s best pictures, 
A well-earned box office success. 

The story: Europa is not the con~ 
tinent, but a wonder mare which 
is to run the Grand Prix at Nice, 
Johnny, her owner, haunted by 
creditors, succeeds after many ex< 
citing adventures and intrigues to 
win the Grand Prix,and with it a 
beautiful, young, and, of course 
rich American girl. 

A true Harry Piel picture. Many 
good and funny gags. Lots of thrills 
and original ideas. 

Besides Harry . Piel, who plays 
wittily and holds himself back, 
Dary Holm, Walter Steinbeck, Her« 
mann Blass, Alfred Abel, Carl Ball< 
haus and others merit favorable 
mention. 

Piel’s direction is speedy, film is 
cut well; good photography and 
sound, 

Vilm answers the wishes and ex« 
pectations of the European publi 

Magnus. 





P. A. Parsons at Columbia 
P. A. Parsons has joined Colume 
bia as assistant to George Brown, 
publicity and ac manager for the 
company in New York. 
Parsons was the former p. and a, 
chief for the old Pathe company 
and more recently with Fox. 
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RKO-RADIO is not making promises . ; ; RKO-RADIO is making 2 
pictures! Witness the box-office reports on FRANK BUCK’S , 
“BRING ‘EM BACK ALIVE” (Van Beuren Production) in its record } 
breaking sweep across America ... now in its seventh week on ) 
Broadway and playing SRO everywhere. CONSTANCE BENNETT 
in “What Price Hollywood” (RKO-Pathe Picture) the best picture i 


she has ever made and establishing new Bennett records in every 








theatre it plays .. . RICHARD DIX, the star who has never failed 
you comes through again in a strident heroic adventure drama. 
“ROAR OF THE DRAGON” ;...: “HOLD ‘EM JAIL,” Bert Wheeler 
and Robt. Woolsey, football's greatest drawbacks in a funnytenti- 
ary drammer .. .“ THIRTEEN WOMEN,” Tiffany Thayer’s sensa- 
. tional novel, which has rocked the continent ... . “THE AGE OF 
CONSENT,” previewed and acclaimed a natural. “BIRD OF 








PARADISE,” King Vidor’s lavish production of the most valuable 
theatrical property in the world...“ MOST DANGEROUS GAME,” | 


startlingly novel, destined to be a sensation of the year. ..and 








a long string of others that put a silver lining to show business! 


RKO-RADIO IS NOT MAKING PROMISES 
RKO-RADIO IS MAKING PICTURES! 
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By Epes W. Sargent 











Showboat Week 


There is money in Showboat 
Week recently staged by a sufferer 
from the product shortage. He had 
to play something back, and his 
earlier attempts at revivals had not 
been particularly happy. He got a 
new idea, worked it out and instead 
of sliding over after a fashion he 
achieved one of the blackest weeks 
gince the warm weather set in. 

His marquee was built up to sug- 
gest a river boat with a couple of 
tall smoke stacks rising some 20 
feet. They were made of corrugated 
paper, painted with black asphaltum 
varnish and then lettered in white 
‘Grand Showboat,’ the former being 
the name of the house. A collection 
of small cans of various sizes repre- 
sented the calliope, each can mount- 
ed on a broomstick. He was so for- 
tunate as to be able to hire a small 
calliope to supply the music for 
ballyhoo. 

The edges of the marquee were 
masked in muslin and brightly 
painted with announcement of the 
showboat without mention of the 
titles other than ‘A different show 
every night.’ The lobby was turned 
into a salon with the box office 
lettered ‘Purser.’ All of the lobby 
crew were in borrowed uniforms. 

The bill consisted of a daily 
change of six of the oldest melo- 
dramas made since pictures started 
to talk. The ‘Captain’ made an- 
nouncements from the stage, candy 
butchers infested the aisles at times 
and illustrated songs took the place 
of the shorts. 

Now the patrons want another 
showboat week because they en- 
joyed the first. 


Every 50 Gals 


Out of town theatre has a deal 
with a chain of 10 service stations 
to give a free ticket with every 50 
gallons of gas. Not much of an in- 
ducement, but since they have to 
have gas they buy from the chain. 
In return the stations give adver- 
tising space to the theatre and pay 
for the punch tickets. 

Latter are on hard stock with 50 
punch holes. Can be punched at 
any of the 10 stations and when 
completely used are good at the b. 
o. for one admission, generally car- 
rying a cash sale, which makes it 
at least a two-for-one. Company 
had a special set of punches made 
up to prevent cheating, but theatre 
does not care much if some of the 
holes are phoney. It’s a good ad- 
vertisement either way. 








' Open Lobbies 

It is particularly important 
through the summer to keep the 
lobby free from cluttering displays. 
It is even advisable to cut down on 
the number of display frames to 
create an airy effect. Patrons do 
not sit in the lobby to witness a 
performance, but if the lobby looks 
hot they are apt, unconsciously, to 
feel that the house must be warm, 
no matter what the plug for the 
cooling system. 

In most homes heavy upholstered 
furniture is either retired or cov- 
ered with linen slips. The lobby 
must be given the same treatment 
if it is to appeal, with some of the 
advertising material taken into 
store windows if felt to be essen- 
tial. 





Off Phoning 


Exhibitor who still believes in 
personal phone calls to sell pictures 
is temporarily off the idea. 

He worked it recently and got so 
many kicks from prospects that he 
has decided to store the idea until 
they relight the furnaces. Women 
phoned in to assure the headacher 
that they didn’t like being dragged 
in from the cool porch or all the 
Way downstairs, merely to learn 
that a certain picture was coming 
to the theatre. 

Not so much reaction when the 
weather is cool, but heat makes 
extra exertion resented. Largely to 
be questioned whether the idea ever 
Was really good in most spots. Best 
for suburban lines where any phone 
chat is a diversion. 





Summer Stunts 


Some managers make a point of 
laying off street stunts for the sum- 
mer, figuring that people when they 
are out in the sun are less apt to 
be responsive. 

One old-timer pulls his street stuff 
as soon as it warms up and trans- 
fers his attention to the soda foun- 
tains and the better restaurants. 
He has no competition from a bath- 
ing beach so he works where he 
figures he can reach most of the 
crowd. In winter he goes for only 
the leading soda shops, but in the 
summer he gets after even the drug 
store fountains. One stunt which 
seems to work unusually well is a 


card which reads ‘Two good bets. A | 
long malted milk now and (title) at | 
; cards were given a week in a store/ and Island theatres, has petitioned 
lfor a permit for Sunday shows.- 


the Gayety Saturday and Sunday.’ 





Drinks selected are those served at) 


every fountain, so they get in all 
over town. Another appeal is paint- 
ed mirrors done over weekly. His 
house artist makes the colors from 
whiting and package dyes and the 
house porter is kept one jump ahead 
of him cleaning off last week's 
paintings. 





Competition 

Gags in which various merchants 
enter competitors for bathing suit 
and similar contests is not new, but 
here’s a different slant. Theatre in 
a town with two daily papers got 
both to stage a contest in their 
sheets for a girl to represent the 
newspapers for the best lookér of 
the two. 

Each paper selected an entry and 
the two girls were judged by the 
audience on a dead night. Both pa- 
pers plugged hard for their entries, 
and the theatre got more reading 
lineage than on anything else it 
ever worked. 

Only trouble is to get the papers 
to compete with each other know- 
ing that one must take second place. 
The answer to that is that the paper 
has only to dig a prettier girl than 
the other sheet and then _ boost 
harder. 





Made the Sale 


Theatre near a _- beach. resort 
wanted to banner the large New- 
foundland dog which belonged to 
one of the life guards. Guard was 
perfectly willing to lend the dog in 
return for tickets but figured the 
authorities would not permit. 

Manager pointed out that the dog 
was in and out of the water. Every 
time he came out he shook a couple 
of gallons of water over those near- 
by. Manager pointed out that a 
neat oilcloth blanket would reduce 
the showers and save the clothes of 
the loungers. Sale was made on 
that basis. 


Windshield Numbers 


Manager who wanted to use auto- 
mobile stickers on a special feature 
had them printed up, getting a job 
that the average auto owner would 
not object to carrying. 

Back was rubber stamped with 
an offer of a pair of tickets to those 
who were named in the lobby. Each 
sticker was provided with a serial 
number, put in with a numbering 
machine, and each day of the run 
five numbers were posted to receive 
free seats. Drivers came to the the- 
atre and consulted the numbers. If 
one matched that on the sticker, the 
doorman verified the fact and the 
cashier issued the seats, good any 
time that day. 

Result was a string of autos at 
the curb most of the day, all adver- 
tising the picture being sold. Con- 
tact was made through screen an- 
nouncement, lobby card and similar 
ecards in garages, service stations 
and parking lots. 





Gas ( Contest 


Promoters of a community benefit 
ball game, to be held on the infield 
of the local half mile track, came to 
the manager of the theatre for ideas. 


He realized that there would be no 


use trying to fight the affair and 
that the only thing to do would be 
to work for .as much publicity as 
possible. He evolved the gas con- 
test, giving it the name of the the- 
atre for providing ticket prizes. 

Only cars of 1910 or earlier were 
eligible. Tanks were drained and 
each filled with one gallon of gas. 
Prizes for those who traveled furth- 
est on the allowance, circling the 
track until the car came to a halt. 
Check was kept on the laps made 
by each entrant. 

Payoff to the theatre was that 
each car was bannered for some 
comifhg attraction or a house sales 
argument, 





Different 


Something a little our of the ordi- 
nary is a neat set of lobby cards 
achieved by a manager who had an 
amateur artist who was good on 
figures but terrible on faces. One 
week he made a full showing of 
combination poses with pen and ink 
bodies on a set of photographic 
heads. Some of the bodies were 
purposely made about quarter size 
in proportion to the head, but most 
of them were straight figure work 
and they excited so much comment 
that it was repeated. 

A few weeks later the same idea 
of photographed heads was used but 
the artist merely outlined the figure 
and pasted down fabric for the 
clothing. A checked shirt on a cow- 
boy figure was a very fine check 
from a remnant of dress goods, with 
a khaki colored handkerchief sacri- 
ficed to make a pair of overalls. A 
bit of sheared rabbit skin was con- 
verted into chaps and soft kid 
leather supplied boots for the men 
and slippers for the girls. 

The result was so good 


that the 


Cards are changed weekly with aj} window before being taken into the 


new drink and a new tit!e each time. 


lobby. 











Get Popular 





Publix managers are going 
after Rotary and other local 
club presidencies. 

Circuit is anxious-that this 
be done by its men where pos- 
sible for the natural benefits 
involved. ad 











Transient Trade 


Exhibitor whose small town house 
is located on the main street, which 
is also part of a state highway, has 
a deal with the gas stations at 
either end of the town to hand out 
cards to all who stop for gas and 
are headed the right way. 

Cards are headed ‘Visitors Cour- 
tesy Card’ and argues that a stop 
off for a look at the feature will be 
restful, adding that there is plenty 
of free parking space and making 
a two-for-one discount on ticket 
buys. Cards are inexpensive and 
the house takes in from $10 to $25 
a day on these rebates. 

Probably the mere urge to stop 
would be of little appeal, but the 





bargain rate seems to catch many. 
Where there is a garage handy, it 
probably could be arranged to split 


the cost by adding an urge to have 
the car checked or minor repairs 
made while the show is being en- | 
joyed. 





Sprinkling Names 
Ottumwa, Ia. 

With a local paper running pro- 
motional ad copy regularly for a 
full page, the Capitol crashed this 
page at a cost of but 10 tickets per 
page ad. 

Stunt was to sprinkle names of 
patrons in ads, tickets being avail- 
able to those calling on the mer- 
chant and presenting the ad with 
their name. Plenty of good will 
from merchants as it guaranteed 
reader response, 





On Summer Camps 


Publix managers are being urged 
to try to build kid business if lo- 
cated in summer resort or camp 
localities. Suggestion is that theatre 
parties from these camps should be 
organized, or that interest’ be 
worked up by offering to show pic- 
tures in the camps. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Minneapolis. 

Barry Burke, of Publix Iowa di- 
vision, appointed Twin City district 
manager under John Friedl. Burke 
succeeds C. B. Stiff, who becomes 
an assistant to Friedl. 

Following closing of the Garrick, 
Duluth, Ed Siebl moved by Publix 
to its publicity department here. 
He will assist Charles Winchell, 
transferred from the New York of- 
fices. Don Chambers from here to 
New York to take Winchell’s place. 





Lynchburg, Va. 
Order has been received from 


Los Angeles. 
Two more indie picture houses 
closed here last week. Vernon, 500- 
seater, went dark July 18. Norwalk, 
at Norwalk, a suburb, put on the 
padlock two days earlier. 





New Haven. 
Barney London, formerly with 
Fox in New York, traveling auditor 
for Arthur New England chain. 





San Francisco. 
Henry Pincus is out after seven 
years as manager of the Casino for 
Ackerman & Harris. Ackerman is 





Publix to close either the Academy 
or Isis theatres here Aug. 6. Which 
house will be shut is to be decided 
just becore closing t!me. 

Park theatre, Roanoke, 
closed. 


also 





Wellsbure W. Va, 
New Palace theatre has been re- 
opened by N. G. Anas, manager. 
City has been without a film the- 
atre for two months. 





Pine Bluff, Ark. 
James Topping, former manager 
of the Alamo here, has leased a the- 
atre in North Little Rock. Opens as 
soon as sound equipment is in- 
stalled. 





Milwaukee. 

Jack Worner, Milwaukee, elected 
president of the Wisconsin Associa- 
tion of Stage Employees and Pro- 
jectionists at semi-annual meeting. 
Al Mohr, Fond du Lac, vice-presi- 
dent, and S. J. Thomas, Racine, 
secretary -treasurer. 





Los Angeles, 
Lark, downtown grind, operated 
for 10 years by Carl Drane, sold to 
Ringer Bros. who will operate un- 
der same policy. 





Waterloo, Ia. 
Paramount closed during month 
with Harry Herman, manager, va- 
cationing. 





Rochester, N. Y. 
Paul Fenyvessy, manager of the 
Madison, also will direct the West 
End, latest of the Fenyvessy string. 
George Gemming will be manager 
of latter spot, with George Gans 
assistant. 





Lansing, Mich. 

Garden theatre dark July 31-Sept. 
6 for installation of new sound. The 
Orpheum, which with the Garden 
comprises the Jarvis theatares here, 
reopened this week after having 
been closed for installation of new 
equipment. 





Los Angeles. 

After unloading the Arcade, 
downtown grind, to Dalton Bros. 
for stock burlesque, Gus Metzger 
took over the Wilshire at Santa 
Monica. House, formerly operated 
by McManus & Johnson, went dark 
three weeks ago. Reopens Aug. 109. 





Coggon, Ia. 
The Coggon opera house has been 
taken over by Raymond Detlefoon, 
Lawrence Poppe and James Mor- | 
burger. Sound will be installed 
with opening in August. 





Newark, N. J. 
Jim Lundy, doing publicity at 
Loew's State, transferred elsewhere, 
and Bill Phillips on his own again. 





pow operating the house alone with 
Arthur Loring as assistant. 





San Francisco. 

Fred Siegel has reopened the 
Roxie, Oakland, as third run pic- 
ture house. Frank Jenkins in as 
manager. 

Fox, Richmond, Cal., opened for 
summer under Bob Sharp. 

Fox United Artists, Berkeley, ten- 
tatively set for Aug. 30 opening. 





. Hartford, Conn. 
F. T. Thomas, manager of the 
Capitol, has joined RKO. Will be 
replaced by Samuel Maurice, for- 
merly of RKO in Brooklyn. 

Israel Chancupp, manager of 
Strand, resigns. Succeeded by Tom 
Brown, of the Garde, New London. 





Long Branch, N. J. 
Russell Terhune, formerly of 
Strand, Plainfield, N. J., managing 





recently opened Strand, 
Branch, also a Publix house. Only 
for the summer, Terhune going back 
to Plainfield in fall. 
Dallas. 

Grand at Corsicana, Tex., gutted 
by blaze. Cops decided arson after 
finding rear door open and house 
filed with kerosene smoke. Oper- 
ated by C. J. Mussleman, indie. 





Gainesville, Tex. 
A. V. Wade, Texas indie leader, 





rebuilding the Majestic here. Re- 
cently destroyed by fire. 
Dallas. 
G. R. Frank, New Orleans,’ re- 


UA branch here. Arthur Wein- 
burger succeeds Frank in N. O., 
Roberts going into indie distrib 
field, 





Dallas. 
Jake Elder, P-P’s divisional pur- 
chaser and maintenance director at 


Atlanta, switched to Dallas. Fills 
same capacity for southwestern 
loop. Nash Weil shifted from here 


to Atlanta vacancy. 





San Francisco. 

George Blumenfeld has bought 
into the American, Oakland, with 
Charlie Carroll, and the pair have 
reopened house as a 1l5c grind. 

Nasser Bros. plan an Aug. 16 
opening for the new Alameda, Ala- 
meda, 





Des Moines. 
Barry Burke, division manager 
here for Publix, transferred to 
Minneapolis. Evert Cummings, div. 
mgr. at Omaha, will include both 
Nebraska and Iowa in his territory. 
Charles G. Branham, of Boston, 
comes here as district manager. 
Arthur G. Stolte will be in charge 
of Publix houses in Waterloo. 





Oak Bluffs, Mass. 
Alfred Hall, owner of the Strand 





Bronx, N. Y. 
Al Rosenfeld has acquired the 
Jerome theatre, turned back to its 








Public hearing will be called. 


(Continued on page 54) 








Long! 


placing Doak Roberts as mgr. of; 
working in with a clever highschool 








| stitutional good will. 


Book Covers 


Working ahead may give you an 
edge on book covers when you want 
them in September. If you are in 
a city go to a large job printer and 


tell him what you want, Often he 
will have stock cut from larger 
sheets. The original job pays the 
cost of the entire sheet. The printer 
regards the trim as clear profit and 
will sell it cheap. If he has no trim, 
he can be on the lookout for a job 
in the sort of paper you want and 
pick it up more cheaply than if he 
has to go into the market and make 
an immediate buy. 

Book covers for school children 
should be something more than 
jackets. They must be capable of 
being tucked in at top and sides to 
stand wear. They should be of stout 
craft or manila paper and cut to 
proper size. What those sizes are 
almost any child of school age can 
tell you. They should be printed 
on the front with spaces for the 
pupil’s name, the school, the class 
and the room number. There should 
also be a modest advertisement for 
the theatre, stressing both the 
amusement and educational value 
of the picture, with special emphasis 
on the travel shorts and news reels. 

Back page can be laid off to one 
or two merchants whose wares ap- 
peal to the children. This’ should 
cover the entire cost. Announce- 
ment of the covers should be made 
in advance of the opening of school 
and the co-operating merchants 

given a supply for dist>!bution., 


Staked the Newsie 


Recently a manager learned that 
one of the young men who patron- 
ized his house had been offered a 
chance to handle the local route for 
the newspapers from the nearest 
large city. Boy needed a little cash 
and space for headquarters. He 
knew the lad to be a hustler, so he 
staked him to the few dollars needed 
and let him use one of the rooms 
backstage for his office. 

He went a bit further and an- 
nounced that subscriptions might be 
left at the box office, running this 
in his daily ad as well as on the 
screen and in his program. 

All he is asking in return is that 
now and then the boys who carry 
the routes be used to distribute the- 
atre advertising and to keep him 
posted on families moving into the 
territory. Figures that it costs very 
little since he will get his loan back 
and he'll have the use of trained 
distributors. He had the good sense 
not to stuff the papers, knowing that 
many resent this practise. 








5c and a Sign 
Denver. 

Joe Dekker, owner of the Granada, 
doesn't let the fact that his is only 
a naborhood house interfere with 
exploitations plans. Dekker always 
makes an extra effort to have the 
house filled with youngsters at the 
start of every serial. , ; 

For the last one he decided ona 
sign contest. Every child was ad- 
mitted for 5 cents and a sign. It 
didn’t matter how the sign was 
made, how small or large, but house 
offered $1 for the largest. When 
Saturday afternoon came around 
the neighborhood sat up and took 
notice—every kid for blocks had his 
sign—‘I’m going to the Granada,’ 
and was headed for the theatre. 

Winning sign was printed on wall 
paper, was over a block long and 
was carried by 20 kids. 





Local News Views 


Working along the lines of the 
pictorial news sheets, sold in the 
cities for window display attractors, 
a theatre in a town of 10,000 devotes 
a special frame to local news shots, 


boy who has a 5x7 camera. 

Anything out of the ordinary, 
such as parades or fires, are played 
up with several prints, but the aim 
is to have at least one new print a 
day. 

It’s almost always possible to get 
at least one print a day. Display 
prints are rushed through and put 
into the frame. Orders are taken 
from those desiring prints for their 
own use, and real news shots are 
rushed off to the city illustrated 
news sections. The photographer 
thinks the ‘Bijou Theatre News Ser- 
vice’ on the backstamp and letter 
heads gives him better standing 
with the out-of-town papers. He 
is permitted to use the theatre as an 
address. 





‘Prosperity’ Contests Trial 


Syracuse, N. Y. 

Cracking the supposedly impreg- 
nable ‘Herald,’ William Downs, Loew 
division manager, and Harry F. 
Shaw, manager of the local State, 
finally placed a contest via the ad 
department, but it is costing the 
theatre more than $500 to turn the 
trick. 

Scheme accepted avoids any di- 
rect film tie-up and leans to in- 
Contest topic 
is ‘My plan to speed the return of 


(Continued on page 26) 
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KEEPING UP 
WITH F. & M. 


What Stars and Grads of 
the Circuit Are Doing and 
Where and Why 


Exhibit 

Oil of Reri, star F&M “Tahiti” 
Idea, will go on exhibition at fa- 
mous Feragil Galleries, New York, 
in September. Done by Joseph 
Henninger, young Indianapolis por- 
trait painter who was doorman at 
New York Strand only five years 
ago, won art scholarship in Paris 
and is now town talk in Manhattan. 
Told Mildred Luber, Reri manager, 


he'd been waiting three years to 
paint Reri. 





Cheerup 


Youessay has had masters of 
ceremony and mistresses of cere- 
mony, but never an “optimistress,” 
which is the cheering role of F&M's 
Sylvia Clark, star of “Birthday Par- 
ty” Idea. Country needs Sylvia 
more than a good five-cent cigar. 
Has Frank and Warren Lassiter, 
Morgan and Stone, Bobby Kuhn 
and Sylvia Sharp in the “Party.” 





Broxpraise 


Cincinnati Times-Star says that 
even as late Ziegfeld glorified the 
American girl, “the Brox Sisters 
have glorified the American song.” 
Comment made during engagement 
F&M’s “Town and Country” Idea at 
the Albee, Brox Sisters headlined 
this unit, which received critical 
praise from every Cincy newspaper. 
Cincy last key city to capitulate to 
F&M Ideas. 





Glasscrash 


Eddie Peabody’s reception Great 
Falls, Montana, so tremendous that 
in addition regular show review 


Great Falls Tribune does special 
story headed: “Electric City Gives 
Peabody Big Reception.” Regional 
Manager Bill Steege (for Fox Rain- 
bow Theatre) quoted by paper as 
saying: “This was the biggest 
crowd that ever attended any show- 
ing in any theatre here. Broke all 
the glass in our display frames.” 





Winner 


Bridgeport (Conn.) Herald’s Ra- 
dio Personality Girl, as selected by 
radio ed Bud Kingston and com- 
mittee, is Edith Josephson. Miss 
Josephson is Thursday evening fea- 
ture over WICC. Interviewed by 
Bud Kingston she revealed her first 
interest in public singing brought; 
about through frolic contest staged 
by Fanchon and Marco. Offer from 
WICC résnited. Edith has been 
there for over a year. 





Recollections 


Johnny Burke and Nina Olivette, 
“Buddies” Idea, are bringing Coast 
fans recollections of the Mack Sen- 
nett comedy lot (Johnny) and tour- 
ing musical comedy (Nina). These 
stars from movies and musicals 
head exceptionally strong Idea, ac- 
cording to Coast newspaper critics, 
and have swell supporting troupe in 
Les Everson, Jack Irwin, John Mc- 
Avoy and the Dancing Doughboys. 





Trixie 

James Aswell, Central Press ace, 
features F&M’s Trixie Friganza in 
his nationally syndicated kolyum. 
Story mentions famous movie 
names who have succumbed to 
stage lure instancing Gilda Gray, 
Racquel Torres, Alice White, Paul 
Muni, Conchita Montenegro and 
Betty Compson. Four of the six, 
we would advise Jimmy, succumbed 
via Fanchon and Marco contracts. 





Parade 


Fanchon and Marco Sunkists 
have their own “Beauty Parade” 
sponsored by Los Angeles Examiner 
in behalf of Jig Saw Presidential 
Game. Fifty shiny ney automo- 
biles attended beauties, with much 
moosic by five bands. In Madison, 
Wis., nother group of Sunkists de- 
fied heat and wore fur coats to 
boost RKO Orpheum’s “Fur Fashion 
Show.” = 





Boloney 


Herbert Jennings, city manager 
Loew Memphis theatres, discovers 
F&M’s Frank Gaby has cousin ir 
Memphis so gives him party ag 
“home town boy.” Must like Jen- 
nings in Memphis to get away with 
that. Bert Ross, in The Performer. 
London, denies listing F&M’s Barto 
and Mann as British-born act but 
just as American act very popular 
in the tight little isle. 





‘Whoopee F&M 
Pace Setter for 


The New Season 


eee 


Los Angeles, July 25. 
After months of negotiations, 
Femchon & Marco closed with the 
several authors of Ziegfeld’s 
‘Whoopee,’ and have started re- 
hearsals, No name principals cast 
so far. Only thing definite ia the 
Ziegfeld name will be used heavily 


on exploitation. 

This was Florenz Ziegfcid’s last 
deal, closing it with Martin Beck in 
New York. Beck turned over the 
right to F&M to produce, Con- 
sideration was $20,000. 

At the same time, F&M closed for 
national rights to ‘Follow Thru,’ 
which they will aleo put in re- 
hearsal immediately. 

With ‘Desert Song’ already on 
tour, and Mary Eaton under con- 
tract fora musical unit, F&M have 
their fall production schedule well 
under way. 

Producers have also engaged 
‘Snub’ Pollard and Walter Hiers for 
featured parts with Ben Turpin in 
the Teddy Joyce unit, now in prep- 
aration. 

Mme. Schumann-Heink’s one- 
week engagement has been extended 
for appearances in Oakland, Sacra- 





mento, Seattle-Portland, and. Los 





Angeles, a total of five. 
Variety, July 26 
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GETTING READY 
FOR NEXT 
SEASON 


What are YOU doing? 


We are signing new talent, bigger names. 


We're all set to take you on—as an act or a 


When the weather turns cooler and business 
gets “hotter” what will you be doing — hustl- 
ing for time at the last minute or comfortably 
working with the busiest organization in show 
biz? 
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Emply Seats and Percentage 


* 4 ? ™ 
(Continued from page 3) . 
{n days when business, was good? 
An’, after Pa an! Ma reach home— 
what then? Are’ they a goin’ to sit 
down an’ talk the picture over an’ 
decide it was so fine .hat daughter, 
wearin’ her one an’ only new sum- 
mer dress that Ma prowled around 


an’ got at the Broadway basement. 


sale, an’ son, still in his summer 
slacks so sister could have the new 


dress, should go down an’ spend qan-_ 


other dcllar of the family money 
an’ see it? An’ if they do, what is 
brother an’ sister a goin’ to ‘talk 
about on the way home? 

Just now there’s a mighty clever 
young man in Hollywood, an’ he’s 
a goin’ to make a couple ‘a pictures, 
an’ if George Cohan will stick to his 
old stage rule an’ leave ’em laughin’ 
in the picture, the American public 
will get up on its hind feet an’ give 
three cheers that Mr. Cohan was 
born on the Fourth of July an’ hope 
that his children will all look like 
Washington, an’ talk like Jefferson 
an’ Linccln. , 

In recent years the public has 
been gorged by tinsel extravagance 
an’ false values. Today there’s a 
distinct reaction in favor of sub- 
stantial an’ wholesome entertain- 


ment. Over in the public library, 
here in Los Angeles, the girl 
that hands me out books says 


the public—young an’ old—is 
readin, more an’ better books— 
books that bring a hope of self 
advancement, Do the picture mak- 
ers know this an’ consider it in se- 
lectin’ stories? A lot of ’em would 
profit by droppin’ into one of the 
public libraries an’ talkin’ with the 
attendants, If it would help ’em 
any—an’ it probably would—tl. can 
supply ’em with the library ad- 
dresses. 





Timing A Cut 

But the gents of the industry 
ain't altogether asleep—they’re wide 
awake when it comes to cuttin sal- 
aries. I don’t know how it was man- 
aged or who did it—but it was good. 

The day a Los Angeles studio an- 
nounced the big slice in the pay 
check—who also got put on a five- 
day-week an‘ had his salary cut 
$15,000. Nobody but the President 
of the United States, the boys in 
Mr. Hoover’s personal outfit, gents 
in Congress an’ nine White House 
door slammers?? 4 

When the pay-cut announcement 
was handed out, quite a few of the 
boys an’ girls, affected thereby to 
the tune of a few thousand a week, 
rushed wildly into an executive's 
office. “We ain’t a goin’ to stand 
for it, we ain't,” says they. 

“I wouldn’t take it so hard, if I 
were you,’ sooths the big man at 
the mahognay desk an’ who takes 
quite an interest in politics. “He 
won't mind it—it was at his own 
suggestion, an’ remember, he’s been 
a@ wonderful president an’ his nom- 
ination, which means election, as- 
Sures a return to prosperity an’ Mr. 
Hoover is a settin a fine example 
to the rest of us an’—” 

‘Are you talkin’ about the cut in 
our salary of 35% or Mr. Hoover's 
15% slice?’ interrupts the protestin’ 
crowd. “We ain’t never fed the 
Starvin’ Pelgains or located oil wells 
in China an’ we ain’t workin’ in 
the foreign versions of the pictures, 
we're just—’ 

“But gentlemen,” breaks in the 
Studio boss, “I’m surprised—have 
you the heart to come in here an’ 
complain when so exalted a per- 
Sonage as our revered president, the 
vice president an’ members of the 
cabinet accept a cut without a mur- 
mur, while you—pictures stars an 
Players an directors—suggest that— 
why gentlemen, really, I'm shocked 
*—an’—” 

By that time the room was empty. 

Talent and % 

I ain’t been able, up to now, to 
find out whether this particular stu- 
dio ordered Mr. Hoover's salary cut, 
or it all just happened to happen on 
the same day. But whoever fixed 
it was good. You gotta hand it to 
whoever it was. But the rest of the 
Studio wasn’t in on the play an’ 
muffled a fine chance for another 
Balary cut without argument. 

Speakin’ of salary cuts—the star 
is worth, so they’ve always said, his 
actual boxoffice value along with 
due compensation for whatever he’s 
able to offer to the screen that the 
Test of ’em haven't got. That 
would seem fair enough, but I never 
heard of anyone gettin’ it. 

What’s the matter with payin’ the 
Star fair percentage of the gross— 
not the net— of his picture? Of 
course, this plan is based on the 
idea that there’s but one set of books 
to be kept. If a star can’t draw his 
proportionate share, apply the old 
ranch rule—we feed ‘em well an’ 
pay ‘em little, r 


Today, I know of stars with the! 
old, holdover, silent contracts get- | 
tin’ the big money, while their pic- 
tures—talkin’—ain’t ratin’ on all! 
fours with the studio's regular pro- 
gram output. Based on percentage 
they wouldn't be gettin’ 5% of what| 
they’re actually drawin’, Any star | 
or player’ with a recognized box- | 
office standin’ should welcome a! 
percentage break, providin’ he’s 
gettin’ a fair count at’'the chutes, 
‘If a director, star- or player, 
turned out a picture that didn’t 
click—they’d be paid dccordin’. But 
if they were sharin’, they’d be care- 
ful of story an’ of direction an’ 
production. If a boxoffice hit was 
turned out, they’d all be in with the 
play—an’ that strange sight would 
be presented—studio an’ actor both 
satisfied, , Why, workin’ things out 
that way, the studios, or one of ’em, 
might see its way clear to orderin’ 
Mr. Hoover's salary back. 


Temperament 


I'm not unmindful, in discussin’ 
this proposition, that the studios 
may have had some trouble with | 
the temperamental actor. Personal, 
I've always suspected some bird in 
Hollywood made a business of 
teachin’ ‘How to be Temperamental 
in Six Lessons.’ I got suspicious 
when I found that alt of ’em pullin’ 
the temperamental stuff, used the 
same system an’ the same .Freud 
wordage. Most ef ’em—especially 
the women, although some of the 
mén were just as bad—had to have 
‘relaxation’ time for self-expression, 
or their innocent natures rebelled. 
An’ the ‘relaxin’’ periods was the 
same with all of "em—around 5 p. m, 

‘An’. here's how the. percentage 
plan would help the studio solve 
the temperamental problem. If it 
was necessary to shoot a few hours 
—extra late—thereby savin’ from 
$10,000 to $20,000 on the picture, an’ 


Pitt-Syracuse Deal by 


WB-RKO About Set 


The Warner-RKO theatre deal for 
Syracuse and Pittsburgh, hanging | 
fire the-past'few months, is def- 
initely set to become effective Aug. 
12. The matter of score changes 
has been one cause of negotiations 
having been marooned. 

Theatres involved are the Strand, 
Syracuse, and the Sheridan Square, 
Pittsburgh. Completion of the deal 
will see RKO operating the Syra- 
cuse Strand, and transferring the 
WB pictures it wants to Keith's. 
WB will assume the Sheridan 
Square and reassign Radio pictures 
to its other Pittsburgh houses as 
desired. 


177 Indies Say 
772 Films, They 
May Make 150 


Should the hopes of all those in- 
tendin.; to become indie producers 
come true, according to announced 
intentions or desires, the total num- 
ber of features would be 772. A 
compilation by interested parties in 
the independent field places the 
number of indie producing firms, 
near, distant and doubtful, at 177. 

Around 150 features, if that many 
are finally delivered, wili actually be 
looked upon as big. The 177 com- 
panies, or individuals involved, takes 
in the east, west and any place that 
pictures might or could be made, 


Egyptian First of Three 














the star was sharin’, he’d grab a 
lunch counter dinner an’ keep at it. 
If it was an extra-early call, the 
picture sharin’ percentage actor 
would be found a sittin’ on the stu- 
dio doorstep around sun-up time 
awaitin’ to get to work. An’ the studio 
would find that the bridge-klatches, 
golf socials, soul- buildin’ beach 
soirees an’ swimmin’ pool parties, 
no matter how upliftin’ or mentally 
elevatin’, would all be forgotten in 
favor of the good old American 
dollar—which still is, by the way, 
the world’s greatest coat-of-arms. 

When a man’s keepin’ store an’ 
six o'clock comes—closin’ time—an’ 
he’s got nine customers in the place, 
he’ll lock the door but keep the 
customers in until they’re waited 
on. He’s the owner an’ the profits 
are all his. But if only clerks are 
there, at six bells they'll slam the 
door an’ run the customers home. 
But give the .clerks a percentage 
an’ they’ll stay until the last man is 
served. an’, likely as not, let a few 
more in. That’s axactly what the 
studio would find onthe sharin’ idea. 

Playing Baill 

‘T'll play ball with you’ is a favor- 
ite HoNywood expression. An’ most 
of ’em will—providin’ they can’ be 
the catcher and keep the ball. No- 
body wants to pitch. Once the 
catcher gets the ball, you’d better 
keep close to the sacks. .You never 
can tell when the hidden ball will 
be pulled on you. The studios could 
easily ‘play ball’ if they’d let the 
rest of thé fellers catch once in a 
while—an’ the percentage plan would 
be a fine gesture to start the game. 





Musicians’ Demand Forces 
Chi Garrick to Close 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Insistence of the musicians’ union 
that the five man orchestra clause 
provided in the contract with the 
Shuberts should apply to the Gar- 
rick, despite a straight film policy, 
closed that house Saturday (30) 
after one week. 
Warren Irons, former burlesque 
operator, had the theatre establish- 
ing a 25 cent policy opening with 
Tiffany’s ‘Lena Rivers’ and follow- 
ing with Monogram’'s ‘Big Timer.’ 

Contract with the Shuberts runs 
out Sept. 1. Union held that em- 
ployment of five men at $480 was 
an integral part of: the Garrick’s | 
overhead whenever operating. 





RKO’s 40-Car Giveaway 


Tie-up with an automobile dealer | 
in Boston by RKO calls for the lat- | 
ter to give away about 40 cars in 
its theatres in Manhattan, Brook- 
lyn, Boston and Long Island. 

Terry Turner went to Boston to 


Coast Deluxers Reopening 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Fox-West Coast will reopen the 
Egyptian, dark for the past eight 
months, early in September. New 
sound equipment will be installed, 
and acoustical arrangements im- 
proved. Policy is for grind on freak 
picture attractions. ‘ 

Same organization, later in month, 
will open the United Artists in the 
Wilshire district, House was built 
by U. A. and turned over to F-WC 
when completed last February. Was 
‘kept dark, due to close proximity of 
Ritz, another Fox district house. 
Policy for United Artists will be 
same as in Ritz now, with that 
house to continue with straight 
double bil? grind. 

Para contemplates reopening the 
U. A., downtown, Labor Day, with 
‘Rain’ likely as the first attraction. 








NETH INCORPORATES 


Columbus, Aug. 1, 
Local chain of five theatres, 
owned and operated by -J. Real 
Neth, was incorporated Friday (29). 
Incorporators are Neth, Albert 
O’Ryan, Elizabeth Richter and John 
A, Conner, attorney. 


for a receivership for two of the 
houses by Walter A. Murphy, trus- 
tee for the mortgage bondholders 
of the houses. Guy Coffman was 
appointed receiver for these the- 
atres. He in turn designated Neth 
as manager and will continue op- 
eration as a chain under the new 
incorporation. 





Incorporations 


California 

Sacramento, Aug. 1, 
Stereoyision, Ltd., County of Los An- 
geles, Capital stock 100 shares, none 
subscribed. Stanley WN. Barnes, Lau- 
rence A. Peters, F. Walter French. , 
‘Eagle Rock Plays, Ltd., County of Los 
Angeles. No capital stock. Arthur G, ] 
Coons, Chas,-.A,. Butler, Glen E. Arbo- 

gast, Marion M. Null, Harold Harris, 
The Theatre League, Inc., County of 





Los Angeles. Capital stock $59,000, 
none subscribed. Gilmor Brown, Chas. 
F. Prickett, Chas. Levison, Bradford 


Mills, J. Francis Smith, 


Certificate changin name of Harry 
Weber, Inc., Los ngeles, to Harry 
Weber-Simon Agency, Inc. 

Permits to sell stock issued fo: 

Eagle Productions. Motion picture 


productions. Capital, 2,500 shares, no 
par. Permitted to issue 300 shares, 
Culver City Speedway. Auto race 


track. Capital, 500 shares, par value 
$10, Permitted to issue all. 

Missouri 
Roxy Theatre Corp., St. Louis, Mo.; 
capital, $50,000. Incorporators: Alex 


Papand, Mrs.~A, Shank, Joseph Litvag, 


JUDGMENTS 


Colorfilm Corp.; $122.30; Wid's Film 
and Film Folk, Inc. 








make the deal for RKO. 





Automatic Film Machine Co.; 
$2,762.31; Manhattan Desk Coa, 


Move brought about by the move |, 


~ Studio Placements 





Grant Mitchell for ‘Tin Foil,’ 
Metro. 

Nora Lane, ‘Polo’ and‘ Bullet 
Trail,’ Col. 

Lee Tracy, Walter Connolly, Con- 
stance Cummings, Alan Dinehart, 


‘Washington Merry-Go-Round,’ Col. 
Shirley Palmer, ‘Polo,’ Col. 


Dickie Moore, borrowed from 
Roach for ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ 
Radio, 


Mae Marsh, Samuel Blythe Colt, 


Arthur Stone, Lucian Littlefield, 
‘That's My Boy,’ Col. 
Sarah Padden, Eugene Pallette, 


Louise Beaver, Willard Robinson, 
‘Salomy Jane,’ Fox. 

Henry B. Walthall, ‘Chandu, the 
Magician,’ Fox. 
Corinne Griffith, 
Live,’ Fox. 

Ray Cooke, Marion Shockley, Ed- 
mund Breese, Franklin Pangborn, 
Adaline Ashbury, Thomas Holden, 
Robert Homans, Untitled ‘Torchy’ 
comedy, Ed. 

cric Linden, 
Annie,’ Radio. 

Julie Haydon, Guy Kibbee, ‘The 
Conquerors,’ Radio. 

George O’Brien, Janet Chandler, 


‘Six Hours to 


‘Little Orphan 


Emmett Corrigan, Bert Hanlon, 
Onslow Stevenson, ‘Golden West,’ 
Fox. 


Aileen MacMahon, David Landau, 
‘Silver Dollar,’ WB. 

John Wray, Edward Pauly, Jack 
LaRue, George P. Collins, ‘Im a 
Fugitive,’ WB. 

Noah Berry, Dorothy Burgess, 
‘Out of Singapore,’ Charles Hutch- 


inson directing, Goldsmith (Tec- 
Art). 
William Collier, Jr., Barbara 


Kent, Raymond Hatton, Walter Mc- 
Grail, Roy Stewart, Wheezer, ‘Ex- 
posed,’ Al Herman directing, Eagle. 
Louise Closser Hale, Brandon 
Hurst, Reginald Barlow, Gustav 
Von Seyffertitz, ‘Rasputin,’ Metro. 


Frank Sheridan, ‘Merry-Go- 
Round,’ U, 
Herbert Mundin,,. ‘Sherlock 


Holmes,’ Fox. 

Ralph Bellamy, 
Fox. 

Ben Taggers, 
Par. 

‘HH. B. Warner, Matty Kemp, 
Aileen Pringle, Robert McWade, 
Mary Duncan, Anita Louise, George 
E. Stone, Sam Hardy, Ivan Simpson, 
Robert Elliott, ‘Phantom of Crest- 
wood,’ Radio, 

Constance Cummings, Joseph 
Cawthorn, ‘Sport Page,’ Radio. 

Nat Pendleton, William V. Mong, 
‘Sign of the Cross,’ Par. 

Blanche Frederici, Gilbert Emery, 
Cecil Cunningham, ‘Farewell to 
Arms,’ Par, 

Sharon Lynn, 
Par. 

Kent Taylor, ‘Blond Venus,’ Par. 

John IL. Balderston, adaptation 
‘She,’ U, 

James Mulhauser, comedy dialog, 
‘All America,’ U, 

‘Riddle Me This,’ to 
Hell,’ Par. 

Robert Ellis, 13 Men,’ Col 

Emmett Corrigan, Eddie Kane, 
‘Night Mayor,’ Col. 
© ot eae Weeks, ‘Rustlers Roost,’ 

ol, 

Lucien Littlefield, 

Metro. , 
- Dudley Nichols -to -dialog and 
adapt ‘Robbers’ Roost,’ Fox. 

Louis Weitzenkorn borrowed from. 
Par to scenarize ‘Bridge vs. Bridge,’ 
M-G-M. 

Warren Duff to adapt and dialog 
‘Uptown New York,’ KBS. 

Dorothy Hale, Henry Stevenson, 
‘Cynara,’ Goldwyn. ‘ 

Tad Alexander, ‘Rasputin,’ Metro. 

Maria Alba for ‘Hypnotized,’ Sen- 
nett. 

Sidney Foxe, 
U 


‘Salomy Jane,’ 


‘Horse Feathers,’ 


‘Big Broadcast,’ 


‘Guilty as 


Rasputin,’ 


‘Merry-Go-Round,’ 
Lyda Roberti, Robert Young, John 


Miljan, Ruth Hall, ‘Kid from 
Spain,’ UA. 

Lillian Rich, Wilfred Lucas, 
Creighton Hale, ‘Free Wheeling,’ 
Roach, 


Otto Fries, Almeda Fowler, James 
Morton, ‘Allum and Eve,’ Roach. 
Charles Chase, Muriel Evans, Bill 
Henderson, Tom Wilson, Nora Cecil, 
Gale Henry, ‘Mr. Bride,’ Roach. 
Victor Potel, Heinie Conklin, Dor- 
othea Wolbert, ‘New Yorker,’ UA. 
Julius McVicker, ‘Phantom Pres- 
ident,’ Far. 
gaa LaRue, ‘Farewell to Arms,’ 
ar. 
Billy Butts, Helen Jerome Eddy, 
Charles Grapewin, ‘Night of June 
13,’ Par. 
Skeets Galagher, Matty Kamp, 
‘Phantom of Crestwood,’ Radio. 
Three Ambassadors, Art Wilson, 
Mart Sperzel, Geneva Mitchell, Mar- 
tha Mattox, Kathleen Clare, Eric 
Wilten, ‘All the Evidence,’ Bach- 
man-Radio. 
Eugene Pallette, ‘Yuba Bill,’ Fox. 
William Collier, Jr., untitled pic- 
ture, Monogram, 
Preston Foster, ‘All America,’ U. 
Bert Roach ‘The New Yorker,’ UA. 


Jed Prouty, Robert Greig, ‘The 
Conquerors,’ Radio. 

Tallulah Bankhead, *Tirnfoil,’ 
Metro. 


Florine McKinley loaned by Par | 
to Sam Goldwyn for ‘Cynara.’ 
Tom Lennon writing ‘Freedom,’ | 
original, for Bachman. 

Ralph Graves, ‘All America,’ U. 


’ 





} 13,’ Par. 


Edward Le Saint, ‘Night of June 


OVER COAST 
DOG TRACKS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Coast's recent dog track habit, 
estimated to be drawing some 50,000 
customers nightly in Los Angeles, 
Culver City and Frisco, has the 
theatre circuits worried, Situation 
has reached that stage where com- 
pany heads in the east have become 
agitated over the matter. 

Recently there was suggested ths 
creation of a national committes 
among theatre men to survey and 
investigate Coast conditions relative 
to evolving a remedy for all. This 
move has not yet gotten .nder way. 
All major circuits are concerned 
with the hounds and their draw be- 
ing discussed on all sides by Fox, 
RKO and Warners, plus Publix and 
Loew's standing by. 





Minn. May Reopen, 
Rent Free, at 55¢c 
Minus Stage Shows 





Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 

To bring about the reopening of 
the 4,200-seat Publix Minnesota 
here, local owners of the house are 
said to be willing to waive all rent 
indefinitely. Now reported nego- 
tiating with Publix in New York on 
the basis of free rent. ; 

Original lease called for Publix 
to pay $3,000 a week rental plus 
$60,000 a year taxes, but the owners 
recently consented to a .$50,000 a 
year slash, - 

Anxiety of the owners is due to 
other tenants in the building com- 
plaining that since the closing of 
the showhouse their business has 
‘gone, They declare they cannot 
continue paying their rent unless 
the.theatre reopens, 

Local expectations are that Publix 
will reopen the house this month, 
If so the price will likely be cut from 
7T5e to 55c, including tax and that 
stage shows will be eliminated. Also 
some talk of the theatre to have 
M-G pictures for exclusive runs, 


Markle’s Duties 


Jack Markle, formerly with Her- 
schel Stuart in New Emgland and 
now traveling inspector for RKO, 
will specialize on budgets and 
mostly front operation. 

In N. E., Markle held a similar 
job with Fox-Poli under Stuart's 
operation. 











Alabeuss Expects Tax 


Birmingham, Aug. 1. 

Special session of the state legis- 
lature is expected to be called to 
devise ways and means of balancing 
the state’s budget. Sales tax and 
a tax on amusements may be 
passed. 

Rumored around the capitol that 
a tax on amusements would be 
levied, styled after the tax recently 
rassed in Mississippi which calls 
for 10% of all amusements, 


RKO’s Upstate Pool 


Pool is being arranged between 
the Farley-Shirley group in Schen- 
ectady and RKO. Bill Farley is 
handling the deal personally. 

Arrangement calls for RKO to 
take over operation of the three 
Shirley-Farley houses in the up- 
state New York town and pool with 
RKO’s two spots there. 


Buhler at Philly Fox 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 

Frank W. Buhler, former of the 
Stanley Co. and vice-president of 
the A. R. Boyd Enterprises, re- 
places David M. Idzal as manager 
of the local Fox theatre. 
Idzal has been appointed manager 
of the Fox, Detroit, a post he held 
before coming here. 











WURLITZER’S COOLERS 
Wurlitzer company, piano manue« 
facturers, is going to turn out aire 


| cooling cabinets for business offices. 


Jim Ryan, firm’s sales head, has 
arranged for the first batch to go 





into the Loew executive rooms in 


|New York, 


CIRCUITS WORRY 
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HALE? 


(with apologies) 





















—no matter ether you do x not, 
~take a look at the latest list 
of this industry’s BOX-OFFICE 


AGAIN M-G-M LEADS IN MOTION PICTURE 


~HERALD’S BOX-OFFICE SURVEY 


Every month the box-office reports of 105 important de 
luxe theatres in 20 key citics are checked for the month’s 
Box-Office Champions. M-G-M leads in June again! 


5 out of 11 are M-G-M! 


These M-G-M hits are June’s Box-Office Champions: 
AS YOU DESIRE ME 














LETTY LYNTON Ce 
HUDDLE ae 
GRAND HOTEL Fa 
RED HEADED WOMAN = 








METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


It’s a pleasure! 
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Too Much ‘Cuff 
‘Shackles Trend 


For Shotgunning 


Movement toward shotgun opera- 
tion at small price scales, which 
brought legions of non-showmen 
into the exhibition field the past 
two years, has almost vanished. 


Fear that the theatre chains and 
distributors will take measures to 
curtail th> shooting gallery bonanza, 
existing since the depression, is ev- 
identially scaring off the would-be 
emall time exhibitor. 

Owners of closed houses which 
the get-rich-quick operators would 
take over are also becoming timid. 
Too many lessees have come in on 
the cuff and walked out the same 
way, leaving nothing for the owners. 
The distributors, along with the 
owners, have further discovered 
that a signed lease, on which noth- 
ing was ever paid, is often merely a 
gag to tie up film product in the 
hope opposition houses will buy off 
the shotgun exhibitor before open- 
ing for business. 

General agitation against the 
dime-seaters has prospective low 
scale exhibs thinking twice before 
going into action. Suits by dis- 
tribs on unplayed product have also 
muddied the outlook for them. 





Minn’s 3d Run Strife 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 


Battle in the Loop 10c and 1lbéc 
third run grind field is threatened 
as a result of the advent of Pan- 
tages and the Seventh Street, Pub- 

“lix is already in the fray, although 
opposition independent theatres 
have not opened up. 

Publix has raised night prices at 
its own third-run, Loop. grind 
house, the 1,800-seat Palace, from 
10c to 20c, thus giving it release 
preference among all Loop third- 
run theatres. Prices of 10c and 15c 
have been definitely announced for 
the Pantages, but the Seventh 
Street scale has not yet been fixed. 

The Aster, Publix Loop firstrun, 
recently closed, may reopen with a 
grind 15c policy. 








FANCHONé MARCO 


‘Featured Acts : 








FANCHON & MARCO Presents 


ZELDA SANTLEY 


“VEILS” IDEA 


BERNARDO DE PACE 
“Wizard of the Mandolin” 


Assisted by CELINE LESCAR 


EDDIE BRUCE 


HEADLINING 


“Gus Edward’s Radio Stars” 


FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 
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DISTRIBS OFF BLANKET 
ADJUSTMENTS IN N. Y. 


Distributors have decided they 
will not grant New York exhibitors 
blanket adjustments on rentals for 
film still to be played under current 
1931-32 contracts. In some cases 
such product will not be absorbed 
by accounts until the fall. 

In taking this position against 
wholesale rental adjustments, dis- 
tributors feel they are facing a 
tough battle with the indies this 
year when it comes to negotiating 
for the '32-'33 programs, If a con- 
cession for one account, unless cir- 
cumstances were unique, the dis- 
tribs see themselves repeating the 
incident all along the line. 

New York exchanges have been 
swamped with requests for adjust- 
ments, many exhibitors threatening 
everything from a blow-up to ex- 
tinction if not obtaining relief. In 
answer, the distribs have purposely 
stalled for a while to see if the clos- 
ing threats were made good. In most 
cases the houses have stayed open. 

Just about the usual number of 
adjustments and no more this sum- 
mer despite conditions. Comment- 
ing on the campaizn for wholesale 
rental cuts, a spokesman points out 
that the distribs stand to lose more 
money than the exhibs and they 
cannot play S°nta Clause by going 
deeper into the red to attain the 
objective of black for the theatre, 


Circuits Look for 
2 Million Reduction 
On Property Taxes 


Reappraisal of picture’ theatre 
properties is taking place on the 
widest scale it has ever known, as 
theatre owners seek readjustment 
of property assessments in order to 
cut down tax payments for the cur- 
rent year. 

This work has been going on for 
some months now, and for the 
major chains alone the estimated 
tax savings looked for is around 
$2,000,000 on the year. Inquiry in- 
dicates a consensus of opinion 
among theatre operators that boom 
times caused much overvaluation of 
theatre properties which present 
conditions do not warrant, 


Methods Vary 

Methods being employed in ef- 
fecting these readjustments may 
differ with individuals as_ they 
differ with the major companies. 
Usual municipal contact guides are 
still employed by some, but by 
fewer than in past years. Impelled 
by necessity, theatre men are over- 
,00king diplomacy for bare fact and 
dealing direct in a number of in- 
stances. 

The most pointed this way is 
RKO. Latter firm has a traveling 
representative who, for the past 
four mouths or so, has been touring 
the circuit meeting with assessment 
boards itn various cities as they 
open their assessment rolls. This 
company figures it has shaved some 
$150,000 in tax payments for the 

















WILTON CRAWLEY 


‘The Thunder Storm of Jazz’ 


With HOT LIPS—HOT HIPS 
‘NIGHT CLUB’ Idea 
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NINE ALABAMA 
PLANTATION 
CROONERS 


COLORED SINGERS SUPREME 
Just Finished Tour Fox West Coast 
Theatres in Conjunction with KMPC, 
Beverley Iiills, 

ONE SOLID YEAR 


THIS WEEK, Paramount 


Los Angeles, Calif. . 
SAMUEL BROWN, Director, Manager 

















Now Releasing 
HARRY RICHMAN ia “! LOVE A PARADE,” 
i-reel featurette 
STANLEY DISTRIBUTING 
CORPORATION 
729 Seventh Avenue, New York 
Telephone Bryant 9-2812 


year so far after covering around 
65% of its spots. 





Fear of Violations 
Slows F-WC Bookings 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Due to zoning protests and threats 
of court action if certain agree- 
ments are not lived up to, booking 
of next season's product by Fox- 
West Coast is making slow progress. 
Indications are that it will take an- 
other month or six weeks before the 
distributors and the circuit can get 
together. 

District managers for all major 
distributors have been in New York 
for more than a month working out 
deals with the circuit, with F-WC 
anxious to avoid any Federal court 
agreement vioiation. 

Information here is that several 
deals have been worked out, but 
that no contracts are as yet signed. 


P-P SHUTS 3 MORE NABES 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 
Wholesale closing of Publix thea- 
tres is occurring here in line with 
the announced policy of John Friedl, 
division manager, to shut down all 
spots where opera ing costs cannot 
be readjusted to income possibilities. 
Notice has been posted at three 
more leading neighborhood houses— 





the Uptown, Loring and Nokomis. | 


They will close during the next two 
weexks. 


Within the past fortnight four 
other Publix theatres were darkened. | 
They were the Aster, a loop first- 
run, and three nabes, Rialto, Arion 





and Empress. 


(handling publicity on ‘Bring 


| Back Arvid Erickson is yy 





French Idea 





Paris, July 23. 

An office specializing in pro- 
moting the sale of butchers’ 
shops and similar businesses 
to new owners has opened a 
special department to obtain 
|} purchasers for picture houses. 
To this end they are publishing 
a small leaflet depicting to 
prospective buyers the ease 
and pleasures attached to be- 
ing an exhibitor. 

Among its enticing state- 
ments are the following: 

‘Usually picture houses have 
their films booked in advance 
for the season so you will not 
have to worry with this at the 
start.’ ‘Scarcely 20 lines of 
bookkeeping are necessary 
weekly.’ ‘Whenever you see a 
projecting booth you will al- 
ways marvel at the cleanliness 
and good condition of the 
equipment.’ ‘You will never 
have any trouble with the per- 
sonnel, and especially not with 
operators,’ etc., etc. 


EMPIRE UNION 
PICKETS LOEW'S 


Among developments growing out 
of the recent New York Court of 
Appeals decision giving one union 
the right to picket another was the 
sudden picketing Friday (29) of two 
Loew theatres by Empire operators. 
Since the Court of Appeals decision 
reversed injunctions of Empire- 
manned theatres ruling against any 
picketing by 306, the Empire is also 
given the right to picket any thea- 
tres which have 306 operators. 

Empire men were stationed in 
front of Loew’s Kings, in Brooklyn, 
and the Avenue B, on the lower east 
side, New York. C. C. Moskowitz 
immediately started taking steps to 
have the Empire men called off. 

Another major aftermath of the 
Court of Appeals ruling is prepara- 
tion by Empire of an appeal to the 
U. S. Supreme Court, At meetings 
held by that local, it was announced 
such steps would be taken. This 
takes the question out of the hands 
of the Rosekay Theatres, Windsor 
Theatre Corp., and Stillwell Thea- 
tre, Inc., all of Brooklyn, which 
were involved in the Court of Ap- 
peals decision rather than Empire. 

Kaplan’s major fight on unioniza- 
tion is against the Springer-Cocalis 
chain (30 houses), which holds in- 
junctions against picketing by 306. 
While the Court of Appeals deci- 
sion will serve as a precedent for 
the future, 306 will have to carry 
the Springer-Cocalis fight also to 
the higher courts if hoping to have 
injunctions set aside so far as that 
particular chain is concerned, It’s 
a question of not being able to make 
law retroactive as a result of & 
precedent by another suit of a simi- 
lar nature. 

All the S-C houses employ Em- 
pire men, who are represented as 
being in around 110 theatres in New 
York, Brooklyn and the Bronx. 
Membership is placed at 300. 























Tax Guessing in 
San Diego Replaced 





Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Unable to obtain a reduction in 
the tax valuation of F-WC houses 
in San Diego, W. H. (Bud) Lollier 
has convinced the city authorities 
that next year’s valuation should be 
left to a committee of experts on 
theatre values. 

Decision for the committee valu- 
ation followed acknowledgment of 
the deputy assessor, who handled 
the city’s theatre taxation, that he 
had no knowledge of theatre or 
amusement figures. 

Lollier was seeking a reduction 
for 1932 from the previous year, but 
was met with an increase, which 
couldn't be figured from the theatre 
man’s angle. 





2 Strikes, But Still Up 

San Francisco, Aug 1, 
Though Emil Umann was let out 
}as p.a. at RKO’s Golden Gate sev- 
|'eral weeks, his second RKO let out 
| within two months, he’s again back 
’"Em 





Alive.’ 
as p.a. at the Fox Oakland, Oakland, 


By Theatre Comm. 
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Goes Back to Texas for 
San Antone Settlement 


Following conferences in New 
York, with virtually no progress 
made toward a settlement of the 
union situation in San Antonio, the 
IATSE has assigned one of its spe- 
cial representatives, W. O. Raoul, to 
the Texas situation. Raoul left Sat- 
urday (30) for San Antonio, accom- 
panied by Harry Sherman, Publix 
relations director, and W. C. Lyttle, 
Publix partner in S. A., who has 
been in New York. 





Before leaving, Lyttle expressed 
hope of inducing the operators to 
come back into the theatres through 
an offer of $210 a week for a booth, 
this to be split among three rather 
than four men. This would have 
the effect of keeping the salary up 
to $70, believed satisfactory to the 
operators. 

San Antone is unique in that it’s 
the only show town of its size in the 
U. S. entirely without union labor 
in its theatres. A total of eight 
houses have been non-union since 
April. This includes Publix's five, 
RKO’'s one and Bill Underwood's 
two. 


Southern Contracts 
Nix Doubles, Specify 
Bottom Admish Price 


Baltimore, Aug. 1, 

Selling season is getting under 
way in earnest. In spite of recent 
attempts to smuggle the twin-bill 
idea into this district, leading ex- 
hibs and exchanges have been suc- 
cessful in keeping it outside. For 
the present campaign several ex- 
changes are taking it upon them- 
selves to make special notes in con- 
tracts prohibiting the exhibs from 
double - featuring their product. 
Some of the weaker companies, not 
wishing to antagonize the exhibs, 
are placing the no-doubling mark 
only on a select list of their catalog. 

Southeast exchanges are also 
showing greater backbone than 
those in other sections of the coun- 
try by specifying minimum admish. 
The bottom ducat charge generally 
is fixed at 1l5c for adults, the ex- 
changes and the leading exhibs both 
agreeing that a 10c admish should 
be for kids only. The 5c ticket for 
kids and the two-for-ones at 10 and 
15c are flatly out in an attempt to 
keep admissions stabilized; 

Local show business has watched 
the results of price-cutting and 
double-featuring in other parts of 
the country and has made up its 
mind that it doesn’t want anything 
to do with either. 








Seattle Service 
Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

National Screen Service will serv- 
ice the northwest in future from 
Seattle. Office has just been 
opened, 

In the past everything was han- 
dled from here. 





Cuts License Fees 
Humboldt, Ia., Aug. 1. 
Here’s one town giving amuse- 
ments a chance. 
Annual $100 license fee for the- 
atres cut to $50. 


SE Eshibein Er Baving CoQec. 
Veto Privacy for Mutual Benefit 


———— 


Baltimore, Aug. 1, 


Southeast territory, while sparse 
in the way of buying circuits, has 
nevertheless developed a co-opera- 
tive buying system among groups of 
exhibitors that seems to be work- 
ing out okay. So much so that 
this type of combo purchasing is 
building rapidly in an area where 
exhibs formerly stuck strictly to 
themselves. 

Local district has nothing to com- 
pare with the number of film buy- 
ers for indie theatre groups such 
as exists in other metropolitan 
areas. Local owners have voiced 
their objections to that plan, claim- 
ing that one man can't buy for @ 
group of competing houses. 

System in effect here has five or 
six indie theatres organized into a 
single buying group with all par- 
ticipating exhibs acting on the buy- 
ing committee. In this way the 
exhibs feel that the interest of each 
theatre is watched over by the 
owner himself, and the exhib knows 
just what's going on with the ex- 
changes. Besides which he gets the 
advantage of lower prices because 
of the collective bargaining. 

One thing not so hot is that this 
plan has opened up the buying 
secrets of the exhibs. Theatres 
which formerly guarded the prices 
they paid for films now have their 
deals performed practically in the 
open. Exhibs, however, are grow- 
ing accustomed to it and figure they 
make up for it in the better deals 
from the co-operative bidding. 





Stench Bombing Pickets 
Outside Theatres Now 


Tacoma, Aug. 1. 


Acid and stench bombers are 
throwing their ammunition from 
passing autos at union pickets of 
the nabes. 

Several nabe houses are operat- 
ing with men belonging to the pur- 
ported union not affiliated with the 
national federation. 


Special for Serk 


Ben Serkowich, RKO exploiter, is 
switching over to the film end. It 
will be for six weeks and on loan 
from the theatre department to the 
picture division. 

Purpose is the campaign to be 
waged for ‘Bird of Paradise’ (Ra- 
dio), which will be directed by 
Serkowich. 

















DARK TOWN 
STRUTTERS 


Just Concluded Engagement 
Fox West Coast Theatres 


Edith Spencer and Lottie Gee, 
Alma Trais, Billie Mitchell, 
Prof. Toby, Cleo and Billie 
THIS WEEK, Paramount 
Los Angeles, Calif. 








CHARLO DAY 
Recent triumphant engagement 


Radio, New York City. 


Just finished Paramount, Los An- 
geles. 


Personally engaged by MR. CECIL 
B. DE MILLE, for ‘Siga of the Cross.’ 
































the Fox, Oakland. 














To My Dear Fanchon and Marco: 


Never since my nine weeks with Roxy 
have | enjoyed such wonderful engage- 
ments as at the Fox, San Francisco, and 


My deep appreciation for your cour- 
tesies and kindness. 


| MME. ERNESTINE 
|} SCHUMANN-HEINK 
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Exploitation 





(Continued from page 19) 
prosperity.’ 
vited to outline their views in not 
more than 300 words. First prize 
is $100, second 50, third 25, and 
there are additional prizes of $9 
each to exhaust the $500 fund ap- 
propriated by the theatre. In addi- 
tion, 100 ticket awards will be 
given. 

Theatre’s direct return is the pro- 
vision that contestants must per- 
sonally deliver their tetters to the 
ballot box in the inner lobby. No 
restriction on the number of plans 
a contestant may submit, but only 
one may be dropped in the box with 
each admission. 

Credit for the gag goes to Downs. 
If successful here, plan will be used 
nationally by the Loew circuit, 


Girl Barker 


Minneapolis. 

Publix tried the innovation of us- 
ing a young and pretty girl attired 
in natty male yachting suit with 
tight-fitting white trousers, in 
front of the Lyric as a barker for 
*Society Girl.’ 

Attracted such a crowd of young 
men on opening day that traffic be- 
came blocked and it was necessary 
to call the police. 








Maybe Sundays 


Manager in a southern town with 
an air-cooled house is working in 
with the churches, Attendance had 
been poor at the various places of 
worship and he suggested a series 
of union services in his theatre. 
Ministers take turns preaching, and 
the combined congregations just j 
about comfortably fill the house. 
Costs a little money to run the plant 
on Sunday but he figures that he is 


Those entering are in- | 


ling placed behind the s« rim and 
| shaded on the side toward the spec- 
jtator. Itis a familiar stage device, 
| but it seems to get more than usual 
attention when used/in the lobby 
A sign above the box urges the 
|passerby to press the button and 
| about four out of five will do. so. 
| Value lies in the fact that it con- 
centrates attention on the matter 
instead of merely winning a passing 
glance. The button should be above 
the reach of children. 

If a sheet of clear plate glass can 
be borrowed, it can be set into a 
recess at an angle of about 15 de- 
grees off the perpendicular with the 
top slanting toward the spectator. 
With a black backing turning lights 
onto a poster or sign resting below 
the level of the glass will bring the 
sign into view on the glass itself. 
The sign must be done in reverse in 
order that it may reflect properly. 
Just the old Pepper ghost trick but 
new to this generation, 





New Contest 


Contests always seem in order. 
While the old ones can be repeated 
a new one has greater attraction. 
Something new is a sponge estimate 
contest using pressed sponges. They 
should all be of about the same size 
with one retained in its normal form 
for a sample. The others should be 
wet and then put_under heavy pres- 
sure, The old-fashioned letter press 
is excellent, or the sponges can be 
merely put between two planks and 
heavily weighted. 

Idea is to figure how many 
sponges like the sample are con- 
tained in the compressed mass. If 
the job is properly done most esti- 
mates. will err on the minus side, 
for in the sponge country they can 
press half a bushel of sponges into 





getting it back in extra attendance 
through the week. .- 

And he is not entirely unmindful | 
of the fact that there is to be a 
drive for Sunday opening next fall 
and figures that the ministers will 
be less rabid against the summer 
host. Even if that does not go over, 
he figures he’s still on the black side 
of the ledger with the returns not 
yet all in. 

Church service idea worked so 
well that now he is also running a 
Sunday school session. 


Roach’s Better Babies 
Culver City. 

Hal Roach tied up with better 
baby contests being conducted cur- 
rently by Chicago ‘American’ and 
the Los Angeles ‘Herald-Express.’ 

In the local contest he offers two 
weeks’ work each for two kiddies at 
$50 a week, and free tests for 25 
others. Best picture baby in the 
Chicago contest gets two months’ 
work at $50 a week, and possible 
term contract. 

Kids will be used in ‘Our Gang’ 
shorts, 








Fans on Exit 


Theatre manager importuned by 
a merchant to help him distribute a 
lot of advertising fans figured it 
would be poor policy to hand them 
out to his patrons until he hit on 
the idea of giving them away to 
those who left the theatre. 

Fans were stacked on an orna- 
mental table with the sign ‘Take 
one as you leave.’ You'll not need 
it inside.” Manager had his lesson 
the first year he put in his cooling 
system. He had a lot of fans left 
over from the year before and he 
put them out. Having them, many 
patrons fanned more from force of 
habit than anything else. Result 
was that many fanless patrons 
came out for one declaring it was 
hot inside. A checkup proved that 
the house was normal on tempera- 
ture. It was merely the patrons had 
been given the wrong idea, 


Fresh Start 


Even where there is no real rea- 
6o0n it’s a good plan to shut down 
for a week just before the fall sea- 
son in order to have a big opening 
event. Some renovation should be 
made inside the house, the lobby 
touched up, and an extra strong bill 
arranged for the first week. 

Sell a combination ticket for all 








of the shows the opening week, 
pricing it about 70% of the face 


value. It might be better to cover 
only three shows, where there is a 
daily change, but it will be worth 
the discount to get them coming 
back again. 


a small cigar box. 

Might help to run a window con- 
test for a couple of weeks and then 
bring the mass over the theatre to 
be soaked out after the last night 
show. They are simply placed in a 
tub of water and allowed to swell, 
and then counted after being 
squeezed dry. 


Synthetic Headlines 

It is a good plan to save up such 
house organs and press books as 
apply to pictures booked and now 
and then paste a sheet of headlines. 
Done so that it does not appear 
that the lines are taken from an 
advertising sheet instead of the 
newspaper, stunt will be fairly con- 
vincing. Idea is to create the sug- 
gestion that the picture is much 
talked about. 

Even where headlines from the 
city dailies are available it is handy 
to have these to supplement the on- 
the-level notices, provided that you 
do not deliberately seek to convey 
the impression that the clips are 
from the newspapers. Don’t say 
that they are, but you do not have 
to say they are not. 


Kidding the Kids 
Members of a kiddie club were 
asked to register when they went 
on their vacations telling when and 
where. Where there is a definite 
address each child is getting at 
least one picture postcard. If they 
are away for more than three weeks, 
they will get two. 

And, more important, they are all 
hand written by the manager. Just 
a line or two, but a definite message 
from the boss himself, and it makes 
the youngsters feel terribly impor- 
tant to get a letter from ‘my the- 
atre.’ 

A letter from the theatre is a 
clincher on goodwill. 


Record Bout 


At the Fordham theatre, N. Y,, 
Max Halperin pulled a honey for 
‘Lady and Gent.’ He built a prize 
ring on the marquee with a referee 
and timekeeper with a gong and 
everything. For 10 hours a day 
two 16-year-old boys staged a box- 
ing bout with one-minute rounds 





——— 








VARIETY’S 


EIGHTH ANNUAL 


INTERNATIONAL 
 INUMBER 


Issues End of this Month (August) 


DEVOTED TO EXPLOITATION 
NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY; 


re : 
An Opening of the Season Opportunity 


To Tell All the Show Business 
About Yourself 





RADIO ARTISTS 
STAGE ORCHESTRAS 











VAUDEVILLE ACTS 
STAGE PLAYERS 
SCREEN ARTISTS 


USE 








and two-minute rests. It attracted 
an enormous crowd, most of them 
going inside when they got tired 
watching the boxers. 

Had the advantage of interesting 
without holding them in the street 
too long. 





Presidential Puzzles 


Chicago. 
Chicago Sunday ‘Herald-Exam- 
iner’ selected Essaness as a dis- 





If possible promote some sort of 
a band to give a concert the open- 
ing night, get the merchants in on 
a hook-up and make all possible 
noise about the reopening. It will 
mean twice as much as it would if 
put over with the house running. 
But if there is opposition, it would 
be a good plan to coax all the the- 
atres into the same shut down or 
the other house may get some of 
your patrons. 


Coaxes Peepers 

Varying the usual peep box, a 
shadow box with the poster or other 
advertising matter back of a tightly 
stretched scrim presents a blank 
surface except when a push button 
completes an electric circuit and 





tributing point for jig-saw puzzles 
on the presidential election. Late 
starters in the contest go to any of 
the 19 Essandess houses and obtain 
free reprints that enable them to 
catch up. 


Circuit gets free mention and 
publicity. Net cost to theatres: 
zero. Herb Ellisburg is Essaness 


publicist. 


For the Elks 
Birmingham. 

With several thousand Elks in 
town for the national convention, 
George Steele, manager of the RKQ 
Ritz, fixed up a microphone and 
loudspeaker, 

Every Elk that passed the cashier 
in yelled ‘Hello, Bill’ through the 








lights up the subject, the lights be- 
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RKO SETS 25-WEEK LIMIT 


_ preeeey: August 2, 1932 

















30 RKO AGENTS 
ON FINAL 
LIST 





With one more franchised agency 


i created through the affiliation of 


Nat Sobel with Harry Norwood, the 


” final list of official RKO agencies, as 
okayed by Beck, stands at 31. 


Combinations formed during last 


week to complete the line-up 
‘| included Lew Mosley and Hen- 
‘yy Bellit, Herman Citron and 


! 


. 


t 


Alex ‘Gerber, _-Harry Semon and 
Roger Murrell, Paul Dempsey and 
Phil Tyrell, Billy Jackson and Jack 
Hart, and Pete Mack, Lewis Spiel- 
man and Phil Morris. Latter, as a 
partnership trio, will alternate un- 


'’ der the two-on-the-floor rule. 
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SPCC Ee Res Sere eee ap ernteT 


Agents’ RKO _ theatre passes, 
picked up six weeks ago, were re- 
turned to the act reps yesterday 
(Monday). Minus passes, the agents 
had to buy tickets 
houses to see their own acts, 


Kate Smith’s Palace 
Unit Totals $8,000, of 
Which $5,000 Is Kate’s 


‘The Kate Smith unit bill at the 
RKO Paiace, New York, this week, 
is getting $8,000 in salaries, or 
$3,000 more than the budget orig- 
inally prescribed for vaudeville un- 
der the Palace’s new vaudfilm 
policy. 

Miss Smith’s share is around 
$5,000. The $8,000 salary is under 
a blanket arrangement with Miss 
Smith's manager, Ted Collins, who 
picked the surrounding talent, 
which includes Cliff Edwards. 

Macklin Megley produced the 
unit in 48 hours, being called in on 
short notice when other matters re- 
strained Bobby Connally, the staff 
producer for RKO, from staging. 
Three performances were played at 
the Prospect, Brooklyn, while pro- 
duction was going on. Megley got 
two hours’ sleep out of the 48. 


DUNCANS SPLIT, VIV. 
WILL LEAD JAZZISTES 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


Ambitious to waive a baton, Viv- 
fan Duncan has split with her sis- 
ter Rosetta and is rehearsing a 
femme orchestra for possible vaude 
and picture house dates. Rosetta 
will go single. 

Band will break in at the State, 
Long Beach, within the next three 
weeks. 

















Another Big Cap Show, 
Lil Roth Only 6 Days 


Lillian Roth joi: the Capitol, 
New York, stage show Friday (5) 
for six days, succeeding Warren 
William and Bette Davis who hold 
Over one day from Thursday when 
the new picture, ‘Skyscraper Souls,’ 
comes in. Milton Berle, Morton 
Downey, Velez and Yolanda and 
Madeline Killeen open at the house 
that day with the new picture. 

Abe Lyman is holding over a fifth 
week, 





15 People Magic Act 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


Avadalas, European magician, has 
framed a 15 people magic act for 
picture houses, and opens at War- 
ner’s, San Pedro, Aug. 4, with 
Huntington Park and Santa Bar- 
bara to follow. 

Act is managed by Charles A. 
Allen, one-time RKO booker. It 
will jump to the middle west after 
three weeks of coast breakin. 


, monies at the RKO Orpheum. 
lhas gotten attention from the start. 


in the RKO’ 
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2 FEMME M. C.’S 


Harry Huffman’s Stunt 
Attract to Denver Orph 


Helps 





Denver, Aug. 1. 
Since Harry Huffman pooled with 
RKO in this situation he has been 
featuring two mistresses of cere- 
Idea 





Currently Mitzi Green, in person ! 
with ‘First Year’ (Fox), is doing 
the town’s main trade with $16,000 
the pace this week. Picture stars 
Gaynor and Farrell. 


LAYOFFS FORCE 
RKO BOOKINGS 


A flock of standard 
acts who reside on Long Island in 
their own homes when not working, 


decided to do something about the 
not working thing and went into 


Skourases’ Rivoli, Hempstead, last 


week in a unit produced for the oc- 
casion by Macklin Megley. 

The Hempstead date was on per- 
centage and reports were so good, 
that RKO bookers went out to take 
a look. They are now laying out 
some RKO time for the troupe. 

Acts are Arthur and Morton 
Havel, Ethel Davis, Art Henry, 
Kraft and LaMont, Dorothy Martin, 
Giersdorf Sisters, Ridiculous Recco, 
George Ali and a Jean Shibley girl 
line. Unit title is ‘Nassau Back- 
fence Follies.’ 


EDDIE CANTOR’S VAUDE 
REVUE WITH MEROFF BD. 


Detroit, Aug. 1. 


Benny Meroff and band go with 
Eddie Cantor in his vaude-revue 
planned to play concert halls and 
auditoriums this fall. 

Tour starts Nov. 1 at Newark. 








vaudeville 











RKO Sets Stage Band Act 
With Ex-Pug Who Croons 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 


Manny Landers’ local band with 
Billy Wallace, ex-pugilist, who quit 
the ring when Paul Whiteman dis- 
covered he could croon, open their 
first tour on RKO in New Orleans 
this week. 

Landers and his singing leather- 
pusher protege made their vaude 
debut at Keith’s East End recent- 
ly. Subsequent tour was partly ar- 
ranged by ‘Doc’ Elliott, house man- 
ager. Landers also adding two 
femme hoofers to act. 





Joe Howard Left Bill 
To Reach Stricken Child 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Joe E. Howard left the State- 
Lake bill Tuesday night to speed 
to Cleveland, where his 11-year-old 
daughter was fatally ill. Child died 
Thursday. Wan Wan San Troupe 
replaced at State-Lake. 

Child was by Howard's third 
wife, Evelyn Clark, also a vaude- 
villian. 





Geo. Hyde Suicide 


San Francisco, Aug. 1, 


George R. Hyde, former p.a. for 
RKO at the Golden Gate and vet 
newspaperman, committed suicide 
by taking poison in his apartment 
Thursday (28). 

Hyde had been out of work for 
some time and was despondent, 








Senator Murphy—RKO 


Senator Murphy opens Oct. 1 in| 
Rochester on an RKO route upon 
returning from Europe. 


‘season just ended, also the 40 to 50- 


|}night club, 


'they couldn't 


VAUDEVILLE 





27 


—+- x~ 


V. ARIE TY 














AETRENGHMENT 2 
VAUDEVILLE 


Added Picture Strength | 
Through Product Deals. 
Makes Leading Vaude Cir- 
cuit Less Vaude-Minded 
—Coast Time Stays Out 
—With 20 Weeks Now, 
Only 5 to Be Added 


| 
j 
| 





4 WEEKS IN NEW YORK ) 





RKO will limit its vaudeville start 
of the new season on Labor Day to 
a maximum of 25 weeks throughout 
the country. This contrasts with 
the 70 weeks with which the princi- 
pal variety circuit commenced the 


week forecast made recently for 
’32-'33, 





The drastic retrehchment in the 
amount of proposed playing time is 
due to a general economy trend, plus 
a desire to see how far the former 
RKO vaudeville theatres can go on 
the circuit’s new picture product 
without the aid of stage shows. 

Picture deals made recently place 
RKO in its strongest position to 
date nationally as far as film prod- 
uct is concerned, making vaudeville 
a lesser factor in this circuit’s ope- 
ration than ever before. When 
RKO’s film product was notoriously 
weak—and this was true up to the 
present time—vaudeville was its 
chief bid for patronage during the 
majority of weeks each season. Now 
that strength has been gained in a 
picture way, RKO is far less vaude- 
ville-rainded, it admits. 

F.&M. Units 


Withdrawal of the Coast houses 
in two weeks trims the RKO books 
to 20 weeks, necessitating the addi- 
tion of only five new weeks to fill 
the 25-week quota. The 25 will in- 
clude two or three weeks of Fan- 
chon & Marco units contracted for 
in advance and one or two locally 
booked stage band propositions, 
such as that at the Golden Gate, 
San Francisco, 

Probability is that about two of 
the five forthcoming weeks will be 
in New York, where the RKO time 
is now resting on a new low of 2% 


weeks, including the split week 
break-in Prospect, Brooklyn. The 
Palace, New York, and _ Albee, 


Brooklyn, are the others, The Ken- 
more was declared on and off in 
two days last week and is now set 
to remain straight pictures. 

The 25 weeks will stretch no fur- 
ther west than Denver, with the 
Coast drop-outs due to stay out dur- 
ing the first couple of weeks in the 
new season, or until straight pic- 
tures have proved themselves either 
way. 

A scheduled series of meetings at 
RKO regarding policies for mext 
season, upon which the location of 
the 25 weeks depend, got under way 
last night (Monday). 


Paradoxical Click 
And Brodie by Mills 














F or 5 Act $3,000-$5,000 Bills Wkly. 





2 Musketeers 


Jack Norton and Harry Lang, 


both former performers, are 
now agents and have their 
own office. <A twist in their 


affairs has come about through 
Lang trying to sell Norton for 
a new musical show. 

If successfully concluded it 
will have the. unusual aspect of 
one agent paying his ‘partner 
commission, and if Lang ‘also 
happens to place Lang he'll 
owe himself ‘commission and 








there'll be no more office. 


MARCO EAST RE 
5 TAB MUSICALS 


Los Angeles, Aug, 1. 

Mike Marco leaves for New York 
Aug. 2 to arrange with all the cir- 
cuits outside of Fox for the playing 
of four musical units he is now pro- 
ducing. They are ‘Whoopee,’ ‘Irene,’ 
‘Follow Thru’ and ‘Sally,’ the latter 
with Mary Eaton. 

Bookings for 65 weeks have ac- 
cumulated so ‘ar for Marco’s ‘Desert 

















Song.’ ‘Also 20 extra weeks have 
been added to the 26 already sched- 
uled for Ted Lewis. 


BERLE WITH CARROLL, 3 
YEARS UP TO $2,000 WK. 


Milton Berle, 22-year-old comic 
who came 'up from the vaudeville 
ranks on his m. c.’ing at the Palace, 
New York, last season, is going 
legit for the next three years under 
Earl Carroll, The contract, ar- 
ranged by Berle’s vaudeville agent, 
Charlie Morrison, guarantees him 
30 weeks a year at a salary gradu- 
ating up to $2,000. 

Berle’s first will be in the Carroll 
book musical importation, ‘It’s a 
Girl,’ as one of the two comedy 
leads. Frank Morgan is the other. 
Berle’s contract starts when the 
show opens Oct. 1 or thereabouts, 











Hipp, Cleve, Possibly 
Also Loew, Reopens Sept. 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 


RKO Hipp is slated to reopen 

Sept. 3 while Loew’s will turn the 
State’s mazdas on again Sept 2. 
Both houses have been dark two 
months, leaving this burg with only 
four downtown pic and vaude the- 
atres for summer, 
State, which formerly had units, 
will adopt new vaudfilm policy, al- 
though H. M. Addison, Loew chief 
here, has penciled in tabloided 
‘Rio Rita’ for early date. Myton 
Roman's band may go back in pit 
again. Roman is now doing radio 
commercials, 

Straight picture policy is an- 
nounced for Hipp, but inside-dope- 
sters claim RKO may change plans 
to include some form of stage 
shows. Starting in September 





Keith’s East, RKO’s only nabe spot 
here, will book in Fanchon & Marco 


7 . = 
Bros. if Twin Cities °°; for first half of weeks and 


| vaude for second half, 





{ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1, 

Vagaries of the show business 
were demonstrated in the Twin | 
Cities when the Mills’ Brothers | 
drew capacity at the State theatre | 
here, and playing a simultaneous | 
engagement at the Hotel Lowry 
St. Paul, did a brodie. | 
At the Lowry, appearing each night | 
after their last theatre performance, 
draw. They finally 
wer cancelled by the Lowry after | 


The Sen. started an engagement Tuesday right, two evenings before 
yesterday (1) at the Palladium,|the end of their engagement, and 
London. *paid off in full. i 





Ben Blue’s Hal Roach 


Comedy Shorts’ Series 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
3en Blue has been signed by Hal 
Roach for his first picture work. He 
will appear in the Roach ‘Taxi’ se- 


|ries of six two reelers, starting 
soon, 

Leo Morrison, who suggested 
Blue come out from New York a'! 
|} couple of months ago, negotiated the 
deaL 


ide luxe week, 


— —_____— 


20 to 25 
next 


Loew's is contemplating 
weeks of vaudeville time for 
season, 14 of which will be full 
week-stands, playing five-act bills 
priced from $3,000 to $5,000 in sal- 
aries. It will top any contemporary 
vaudeville book in amount of time 
available for shows of that salary 
ealibre, 

At least 10 of the 14. big weeks 
will be contributed by the former 
Loew presentation houses which go 
regular vaudeville 4s a result of the 
scrapping of the circuit’s unit pro- 
ducing department. Loew's. pro- 
duction activity during '32-'33 will 
be confined to the one Broadway 
the Capitol. 

Theatres and towns under advise- 
ment as $3,000-$5,000 full week 
stands, in addition to the Capitol, 
are the State and Paradise, New 
York; . Valencia, Jamaica; Metro- 
politan, Brooklyn, Jersey City, Bos- 
ton, ‘Washington, Baltimore, Pitts- 
burgh, Columbus, Montreal, Syra- 
cuse, Cleveland. 

All but Pittsburgh, Columbus and 
Syracuse are currently in stage 
shows, but mostly under summer 
budgets. 


Mills Bros., Calloway 
Will Screen and Stage 
For Par While in N. Y. 


Mills Brothers and Cab Callo- 
way's orchestra are jointly set for 
the Paramount, Brooklyn, Aug. 26. 
Quartet plays the New York Par 
the week before. 

While filling the Brooklyn date 
the two colored attractions will do 
their bit before the camera and 
mike for Paramount’s ‘Big Broad- 
cast.’ Chicago had previously been 
agreed upon as the meeting place 
for these shots, but the picture 
company ve‘oed the idea and ar- 
ranged the theatre bcokings here 
so that the work could be done at 
a New York studio. 


ROGER KAHN NO LIKEE 
RKO DOUGH, SO HE BLOW 


After a week at the Palace and a 
split showing date before that, 
Roger Wolfe Kahn has washed him- 
self of any further RKO time. Had 
been offered an out of town route 
but the difference between his ask- 
ing price and the booking office fig- 
ure was too wide, he said, for him 
to swallow. 

Four weeks already laid out for 
him took in Cleveland, Chicago, 
Boston and the Albee, Brooklyn. 
Cleveland spot (30) was kept open 
to the last minute while the 
wrangling went on. 

Band carries 22 people, including 
two femme specialists and an 
electrician, 

















Nicky Thompson Accepts 
Lift with Dire Results 


Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 1. 

Ruth Robbins, 26, vaude dancer, 
professionally Nicky Thompson, 
was found semi-conscious at the 
foot of a steep cliff near Hornell, 
N. Y., after accepting an automo- 
bile ride with a stranger. Apparente- 
ly she had been drugged and thrown 
from the car. 

After dancing engagements at 
Mansfield and Covington, Pa., and 
Elmira, she was on her way to visit 
a sister in Hornell. She missed a 


train at Bath and fhe man, hearing 
of her plight, said he was going to 
Olean and would give her a lift. 


After riding some distance she com- 
plained of a slight illness, she said, 
and he gave her a drink of what 
she supposed was water. She soon 
| lost consciousness and remembered 
nothing until she came to in the 
| hospital. Authorities hav no trace 
,of the man, 
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SYLVIA SIDNEY 
sure ‘to be a sensational success in 
her new vehicle “Madame Butterfly.” 


88 













CAROLE LOMBARD 
Her blonde beauty will soon 
be seen in “Hot Saturday.” 





SABI MARITZA 
who will win many new follow- 
ers in “Manhattan Rhythm.” 


FRANCES DEE 
soon to appear in 
“Night _of June 13.” 





All these | 
Paramount ° 


LUX Toile 


” 


HEY’RE favorites among the world’s most _ You 
beautiful women — these Paramount stars! ous 
Radiantly youthful, beloved by thousands! 


To hold the admiration they have won, they 








pOUReE guard their complexions jealously — with Holly- In ° 
who has been starring wood’s (and Broadway’s!) favorite soap... incl 
pate ane ai “We use Lux Toilet Soap,’’ Hollywood reg 

and Broadway stars say. “It keeps skin won- all t 
derfully smooth and fresh!” That is why mil- V 
lions of women the country over, like the stars, is s 
depend on this fragrant, white soap to guard is f 


complexion beauty. You, too, will want to try it |, the: 


FLORINE McHKINNEY 
appearing soon in ‘‘ Horse 
Feathers.” — 


_ CLAIRE Bopp , 
one of Paramount’s lovcticst 
stare. 





It is found in theater dressing It i 
rooms all over the country. big 
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MIRIAM HOPKINS 
goon to be seen in a new picture 
, called ‘“The Honest Finder.” 





ni Stars use 
ilet Soap 


- 


t | You're sure to be delighted with its quick gener- 
! ous lather, its delicate fragrance. 





9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it 


- In Hollywood, of the 694 important actresses, 
including all stars, 686 use Lux Toilet Soap 
i regularly. It has been made the official soap in 
‘ all the big film studios. 
: With the Broadway stars, too, Lux Toilet Soap 
is such a favorite that this fragrant, white soap 
1 is found in the dressing rooms of legitimate 
i theaters all over the country. 





It is the official soap in all the 
big film studios. 
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NANCY CARROLL 
soun to be seen in “Night after 
Night.” 







WYNNE GIBSON 


appear in “Night of 
June 13.” 


SULIETTE COMPTON 
beloved young star of Para- 
mount pictures. 


who will appear in 


“Night after Night.” 
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5 on Coast Drop RKO Vaude, Leaving 


Only 20 Weeks of 


RKO Time Aug. 13 


— 





time shrinks to 
with the folding 
the 


RKO's vaudeville 
20 weeks Aug. 13 
weeks on 


of the entire five 
Coast. San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Seattle, Portland and Oakland all 


drop vaudeville on that date, mak- 
ing RKO 


circuit on the Pacific 


an 100% straight picture 
slope but for 
locally booked stage band shows at 
the Golden Gate, 

Although the switch to films only 
in four of the five important Coast 
cities is described by RKO as an at- 


Frisco. 


tempt to finish the summer season 


as economically as possible, none of 


the drop-outs has set a date for a 
return to vaudeville. As has been 
the case with other RKO deserters 
from the vaudeville field, profitable 
returns from straight pictures may 
result in the film policy’s reten- 
tion and preclude chances for the 
return of vaudeville. 

Quality of the recent vaudeville 
bills sent out from the east had 
much to do with the decision to 
eliminate stage shows altogether. 
Reports from the theatres have been 
consistently unfavorable. 

No Coast-to-Coast 
The Coast time’s withdrawal con- 
(Continued on page 38) 

















Authorized RKO Artists’ Representatives 


and Officially Franchised 


Agents and 
SAMUEL BAERWITZ 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Tel. Bryant 9-4614-5 








Dempsey’s Gesture 


——_——— 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Not wanting to break the 
implied conditions of his Fan- 
chon & Marco contract, which 
prohibits other entertainment 
appearances while employed, 
Jack Dempsey passed up an 
easy $3,000 by turning down 
an invitation to referee the 
Hamas-Ramage fight at Wrig- 
ley Field, Los Angeles, July 
25. F-WC execs figured Demp- 
sey would contend that a prize 
fight did not come under the 
classification of theatre amuse- 
ments and were prepared to 
concede that point. 

Their surprise was marked 
when Dempsey said he didn’t 
think it would be fair to the 
circuit for him to accept an- 
other public engagement while 
appearing at Loew's ‘State, 
where he was getting $4,500 
net for the week. 

Dempsey further set himself 
with the theatre men by his 
willingness to co-operate on 
exploitation and publicity 
stunts. 

















Associates 
CHARLES MORRISON 


Suite 1014 Bond Bldg. 
1560 Broadway, New York 
LARRY PUCK, Associate 











HENRY BELLIT 


‘Come in and Have a Talk’ 


‘Buite 406, 1560 S'way, New York BR. 9-5134 


PHIL MORRIS 


Artists’ Representative 


1564 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 








M. S. BENTHAM 


O78 ace Theatre Building, New York 
HARRY LANG, FRANK MUFSON 
PAUL DURAND, DENNIS DuFOR 





ROGER E. MURREL 


Associate: HARRY SEAMON 
Studio 3, The Playhouse 
1387 West 48th St., New York 
BRyant 9-8044 











BLONDELL & MACK 


1560 Broadway 


HARRY NORWOOD 


Suite 403, Palace Theatre Bidg. 











NEW YORK BRyant 9-3619 
GEORGE CHOOS O. L. OZ 


HARRY KALCHEIM 
1619 Broadway 
NEW YORK 


Artists’ Representative 
Suite 703, Palace Theatre Bldg. 
NEW YORK CITY 








JACK CHAS. H. 
CURTIS & ALLEN 
1564 Broadway, New York 
BRyant 9-3648 
BERNARD BURKE, Gen. Mgr. 
Asst. MILES INGALLS, JOHN HICKEY 





JAMES E. PLUNKETT 


MAX TISHMAN, General Manager 
THOMAS CURRAN, Associate 
Suite 905, 1564 Broadway, New York 

Phone BRynant 9-6571 








GUS EDWARDS 


PRODUCER 
(Star Maker) 
Suite 140-42 
ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK 


RICHARDS & LENETSKA 


Suite 1511 
1560 Broadway, New York 








HARRY FITZGERALD 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
Associate, DANNY COLLINS 


HARRY A. ROMM | 
LEONARD ROMM 


Palace Theatre Bidg., New York 
Cable: Haromm BRyant 9-8534-5 








LEO FITZGERALD 


WILLIAM McCAFFREY 
Enfranchised RKO Agents 
Hanover Bank Bldg., LA 4-9710—9756 





Partnership 


- MAURICE H. ROSE 
and HUGO MORRIS 


Palace Theatre Bldg., 1564 B’way, N. Y. 
BRyant 9-9157 
PADDY SCHWARTZ, WM. O'DAY, Asso. 








Marty FORKINS 
and 
Chas. BIERBAUER 


1564 Broadway, New York 
Suite 1003-4... BRyant 9-0766-7 





LEE P. STEWART 
and EDWARD RILEY 


Vaudeville—Radio—Pictures 
904 Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
BRyant 9-0551 





- JACK HART ~— 


Now Affiliated With 


BILLY JACKSON 


BRyant 9-1753 1560 Broadway, New York 





JOE SULLIVAN 


1560 Broadway, Suite 906 


a week at the Capitol, 


Capitol Bids 


$20,000 for 
Wynn Air Act 


Ed Wynn was offered $20,000 for 
New York, 
with his Texaco radio act, but 
turned it down with the promise 
that when and if he essayed that 
sort of stage work he’d give the 
Loew theatre the first crack. That's 
the record top salary for any at- 
traction, radio or o\uerwise, even 
if the date isn’t played. 

Louis K. Sidney for Loew’s was 
to pay for the production, with 
Wynn to defray talent, costs. 
Wynn gets $5,000 a night for his 
radio hour for Texaco. He is 
shortly going out on the road with 
‘Laugh Parade’ and if able to broad- 
cast this fall the air salary becomes 
$6,500. 


Leslie’s Colored Tab 
Repeats 4 Wks. for B&K 


Publix has picked up Lew Leslie’s 
colored ‘Rhapsody in Black’ tab for 
four more picture house weeks 
through the Morris office following) 
its current week in St. Louis. The 
extra dates will be repeats in the 
Chicazo B. & K. theatres. 
‘Rhapsody’ is salaried at $7,500 
with Publix. 


ALBEE; CINCY, LIFT 
LIFTS ONCE AGAIN 


Cincinnati, Aug. 1. 
Backstage elevator at the Albee 
is operating again on orders from 
Herschel Stuart, RKO field director, 
who visited here recently. Lift 
serves.five floors of dressing rooms 














‘and was briefly non-commissioned 


by Bernard Hynes, traveling mana- 
ger, as economy measure. 

House has four daily shows by 
Fanchon & Marco units. 


After Trying Everything 
Else, Vic Goes Dark 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
The Vic, pet white elephant of 








WAYNE CRISTY 
LEWEDELMAN—GEORGE POLI 








JENIE JACOBS 


1674 Broadway 





PHIL TYRRELL. 


Associate: PAUL DEMPSEY 





NEW YORK 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Suite 406 BRyant 9-8589-5134 





~ EDWARD S. KELLER 


Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 


CHARLES S. WILSHIN 
Affiliated Member, 
Bert Wishnew, Associate 
Tel. bRyant 9-4648 





Associated With 


MAX GORDON 


MILTON LEWIS — 





> 
Harry Weber-Simon Agency 
Suite 502 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 
and Equitable Bldg., Hollywood, Calif. 











JOHN A. 


WEEDEN & SCHULTZ 


Associate, WILLIAM C. WEEDEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg., New York 








C. B. MADDOCK 
NICK AGNETA 


137 WEST 48TH STREET 


New paced 


JACK WEINER 


Palace Theatre Bldg. 


Mrs. Caroline Kohl, has been closed 
until October. Bad biz. 

Policy has been 25c straight films 
of late, although the Vic in its 
checkered career has tried, every- 
thing except grand opera. 


CONLINS’ LONG DRIVE 


Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Conlin (Myr- 
tle Glass) start driving to the Coast 
today (Tuesday). 

With them go Dink and Buddy 
Freeman, eldest sons of Charlie 
Freeman, who will join their father 
in Hollywood. Freeman pere is west 
as contact between the home office 
and the studio. 








Balto. All Fri. Opening 
Baltimore, Aug. 1, 
Hippodrome, vaude, moves up a 
day to Friday opening this week. 
Figures to make booking easier. 
Shift will have Faltimore first- 
runs unanimous for fish day open- 


[RKO Lets Out Gibbons 
On Request from Hearst 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Floyd Gibbons, booked to head the 
Palace bill locally this week, isn't. 

He was released by RKO at the 
request of William Randolph Hearst, 
who asked Gibbons to shoot to 
Washington to cover the Bonus 
Army doings. 


4 BOATS CARRYING 100 
PERFORMERS ON CRUISES 


Over the week end four liners 
sailed from New York on cruises 
of varying lengths, all carrying 
shows and bands, About 100 pro- 
fessionals were engaged for the 
trips. 

Friday (29) the ‘Mauretania’ sailed 
on a four-day cruise to Halifax, the 
show consisting of Dancing Debu- 
tantes, Pat Lane, m. c.; Eric Titus, 
Marie Fabian, Lucille Rogers, Kerre, 
Noyes and Le Baron, Michael Fo- 
meen, Lara Lee,’ Le Van and Wat- 
son, Kittle Sisters, . Frankie Fay, 
Betty Baer and a Markels orchestra. 
Saturday (30) ‘Belgenland’ sailed 
on a six-day trip to Halifax and 
Bermuda, The show: Bernard 
Granville, m. ¢.; ‘White Way Rev- 
elers, Nordstrom Sisters, Serge 
Abagoff, Alfred Chigi, Michael 
Markoff, Venita Venez, Hilton and 
Garon, Pierce and Harris, Zanau 
and Kaz, Helen Windsor, Bob Car- 
ney, Gloria Ely and Sherr boys, 
Gypsy band. The ‘Belgenland’ will 
make similar trips weekly through- 
out August. 

The ‘California’ also sailed Satur- 
day, the cruise being a 12-day trip 
with the same show that was used 
on the ‘Transylvania,’ including 
Zito, Stanley Adams, m. c.; Char- 
lotte Adams and Co., and Sue Hop- 
kins marionettes. 

‘Franconia’ shoves off today on 
an eight-day trip touching at Ber- 
muda and Nassau. Show includes 
the Cosmopolitan Trio, Benjamino 
Riccio and Babe Warren. 

To promote interest in the mid- 
west, the Cunard line has arranged 
for a weekly broadcast from one of 
its liners over WLW. Those in the 
shows will go on the air half an 
hour before sailing each Friday 
evening, extra salary going for the 
mike work, Air programs are being 
handled by Nat Abramson, who 
books the shows. 


WM. MORRIS DECLINES 
MARTIN BECK’S INVITE 


Martin Beck’s offer to open the 
REO booking floor to the William 
Morris office for direct agenting 
was not accepted when received 
yesterday (Monday) by the leading 
independent agency. The Morris 
office’s other interests, including 
booking office franchises with 
Loew's, Warners, Publix and Fan- 
chon & Marco, were given as its 
reason for declining. 

When inviting the Morris office 
on the RKO floor, Beck declared 
that although it appeared contrary 
to his agitation for a cut in the 
agency: ranks, he desired represen- 
tation at RKO by the best available 
agents, with the Morris office placed 
by him in that category. 

The Morris office was granted an 
RKO franchise early last season, 
but held it for only a few weeks. 
Complications resulting from _ its 
many booking interests elsewhere 
caused the cancellation. 


RKO’s Colmbs. Shifts 


Columbus, Aug. 1. 

Tom Davis, manager of the RKO 
Palace here, has been made city 
manager for the two Keith houses. 

At the same time Joe Alexander, 
manager of the Majestic, was trans- 
ferred to Cincinnati, where he will 
manage the Familiy, and Lou Holleb 
came back to town from Cincy to 
become manager of the Majestic, a 
post he held immediately prior to 
the time that Alexander was shifted 
here. 


























RKO TO ROUTE REDMAN 
Don Redman’s first RKO date is 
jat Cleveland Saturday (6}. 

Nothing as yet set to follow, but 
a route is being worked out for the 
colored orchestra. 





Josie Heather’s Discs 

Josie Heather is over here 
London, She will record for World 
Broadcasting Co., 


4-TOWN START FOR 
DIAMOND-BURT BOOK 


Chicago, Aug. 1, 
As the beginning of a small time 
circuit they hope to have launched 
by Labor Day Glen Burt and Bill 
Diamond have lined up four towns, 





They are Ishpeming, Mich., two 
days; Delft, Marquette, Mich.. two 
days; Lloyd, Menominee, Mich, 


three days; and the Garrick, Fon 
du Lac, two days. 

All these towns are around 10,« 
000 population. Iron Mountain and 
Iron Wood, Michigan, are in nego. 
tiation. 











FREDDY 


MACK 


Fox, B’klyn 


Indefinitely 














RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 88 
(Week Aug. 5), Kansas City 


THE GENIAL ROTUND 
LARRY 
R iCoH 


with 
CHERI 
“Miss Pert of Paris” 
TOMA GENARO 
South America's Newest Dancer 
TOMMY LONG 
“The Elongated Express of Comedy” 
AL HODGES 





“Oklahoma's Ambassador” 


ENGLAND ONG 
The Chinese Helen Kane 


“The Voice with a Heart” 
GILBERT LAWRENCE 
and His Snake Hips 


And the 


RICH RHYTHM BAND 


(Direction of Blondell & Mack) 








RKO VAUDEVILLE INTACT 86 
(Week !uly 30), State Lake-Chicago 


The Dark Cloud of Joy 


BILL 
ROBINSON 


“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
WITH 
JOHN MASON 
PUTNEY, DANDRIDGE 
MYRA JOHNSON 
NAOMI PRICE 
FERDIE LEWIS 
JEL! SMITH 
JACKIE YOUNG 


and 


“THE BROWN BUDDIES” 


Chorus of Eighteen 
(Direction of Marty Forkins) 

















PAUL 
MURRAY 


Has Pleasure in Announcing That He 
Is Now Working in Association with 


WIELAND AGENCY, LTD. 
Faraday Ifouse, 8-10 Charing Cross 
Rd. W. C. 2, London—Telephones 
Temple Bar 6788—6881—6885. 








Representing Leading Artiste, Direc- 
tors and Writers 





Representatives in New York, Holly- 
wood, Berlin and Paris 
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Over 5,000;000 Feet 


of “motion picture film > containing 
scenes of every conceivable descrip- 
tion avaltable,to producers .of motion 
vaudeville acts 


pictures and 


General Film Library, Inc. 
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K. C. BULLISH 


ON STAGE 
TALENT 


Kansas City, Aug. 1. 

A number of the leading residen- 
tial theatres went stage show this 
week and there is more vaudeville 
and musical entertainment being 
offered than in several years. 

RKO Mainstreet holds Harry J. 
Conley, Devito and Denny, Sheldon 
and Frayne, and Beehee and Ruby- 
atte; top 50c. 





Sonia 


Plaza has Danny O’Shea, 








Material by 
EUGENE CONRAD 


Direction 
CURTIS & ALLEN 


WEEK JULY 30 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
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“THAT BUNDLE OF JOY” 


Muriel Gardner 


TOE ACROBATIC DANCER 
Wk. Aug. 4, Pantages Hollywood, Cal. 
Direction, FANCHON & MARCO 


and Marinoff, Margaret Merle, Dor- 
othy Lang and Girls, and the Mad- 
dock Twins to a top of 35c. 


Madrid has Three Melody Maids, 


O’Keefe and Higgins, Leigh and 
LaGrace and Meyers and Nolan: 
top 20c. 

Warwick holds Ida Cox and her 
Seven Cain Raisers, Rogers and 
Rogers, Therefield Sisters and 


LeRoy Wane. Top price 25c. 
Ashland has Harlem Black 

Tan band and revue; top 20c, 
Chief, Twelve Giack Dots, 


-BAND POLICY AT PALACE 
CHil, ON MONTHLY RUNS 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Band policy is slated for the RKO 
Palace. Idea is to have a series of 
bands, each going on a four-week 
basis and doubling in the pit and 
on the stage. 

First aggregation tentatively set 
is Ted Weems, Gus Arnheim will 
fellow. 











2 Wks. Off for Sustaining 
Then Act Back to RKO 


Landt Trio and White bookings 
for RKO now take them through to 
Oct. 7, with the exception of a two- 
week layoff the latter part of Au- 
gust. Those two stanzas, from the 
13-26, allow them to return to their 
sustaining per:ods on NBC, 

After the two weeks in the New 
York NEC studios, the boys unlim- 
ber at the Palace, Chicago, Aug. 27. 





McCurdy to Boston 
Boston, Aug. 1. 














J. L. McCurdy, city manager for 
RKO in Cleveland, moves hére Aug. 
5 as manager of the RKO Boston. 
House has been without a manager 
| since Ray V. Connor moved into the 
Keith Memorial. 

McCurdy will be replaced in 
Cleveland by Ted Thomas. Latter 
‘has been with Grauman’s Chinese 
l'on the Coast. 
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‘Marcus: Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


'General Executive Offices. 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST. | 
NEW YORK CITY 





J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 
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MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
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Stagehands Reject 
Proposed 257 Cut, 


RKO Offers Alhambra 
To Loew for $25,000 


The Alhambra, Harlem, has been 


N C Du offered to Loew by RKO. House is 
ew ontracts © | hocated in New York's colored dis- 
at trict and is in an area covered by 

Usual tussle with the stagehands |two other Loew theatres, Rental 
in New York is in prospect over a |reported asked is $25,000 annually. 
new contract to start Sept. 1 at If the idea is accepted RKO will 


time the present two year 
agreement expires. The local (No. 
1) has already indicated it is out 
to fight. 

In advance of any formal infor- 
mation from the union as to what it 
will want under a new contract, 
the chains last week made the first 
move by asking that stagehands 
grant a 25% reduction in salary 
among other concessions. This im- 
mediately resulted in a flat turn- 
down by the union, 

Not only did the stagehands re- 
fuse to consider such a cut. but 
it also rejected three other major 
points’ bearing on working con- 
ditions. The union did not offer a 
counter proposition of any kind. 
Stagehands are receiving $83 top 
under the contract expiring Aug. 
31. 

A special committee which pre- 
sented the new demands to No. 1 
was headed by Majo. L. E. Thomp- 
son (RKO), chairman; Charles C. 
Moskowitz (Loew), Harry Charnas 
(WB), Willard Patterson (WB), 
and John Sullivan (Publix), 





Doc Stephens Files a 
Voluntary Bankruptcy 


Nathan W. Stephens, who, as a 
vaude agent, used the name of N. 
William Stephens, filed a voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy in New York 
last week, with the liabilities listed 
at $15,086 and the assets totalling 
$4,315. Latter figure is made up 
exclusively of commissions Stephens 
claims due him from M. S. Bent- 
ham and for which he has already 
started suit in the City Court. 

Among his creditors Stephens 
posted Edward Davidow, agent, of 
1560 Broadway, explaining that he 
owed Davidow approximately $7,000 
for commissions advanced while in 
the latter’s employ. Stephens also 
included in the liabilities $1,948.50, 
which he stated Bentham claims to 
have paid him on advanced com- 
missions, and $1,000 described as a 
loan from Charles S. Allen, formerly 
of the Bentham office. 

Stephens is a former dentist. 
He is now with the Eddie Small 
office in New York. 

As the brotner-in-law or Manny 
Goldstein, Stephens booked some of 
U’s vaudeville theatres when Gold- 
stein was the Universal general 
manager. 


Gottler with F. & M. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Latest addition to the F. & M. 
producers is Archie Gottler, song- 
writer and production manager. 
Engaged to write the book and 
lyrics for the Vera Gordon unit, 
which he will also direct. 

Tentative title is ‘Hearts of 
Broadway,’ set for opening here 
Aug. 26. Miss Gordon's daughter, 
Naja, will appear in support. 








FRISCO 5-ACT SPLIT 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
Capitol, former burlesque house 
now on a 20c grind policy, goes 
vaudeville Aug. 7 when five acts 
open on a split week plan. 
Bert Levey office booking. 





Connie Almy, formerly of Hilton 
and Almy, is working for Warners 
opposite Jack Haley in shorts at the 
Flatbush studio. 





iforego reopening the spot, 


now dark, 
in opposition to Loew's. House was 
once a major link in the late Percy 
G. Williams’. string. 


TACOMA USES TRAILERS 
FOR SEATTLE F-M UNIT 


Tacoma, Aug. 1. 

For the first time in local film 
history a trailer is being run at the 
Fox Rialto advertising “The Desert 
Song,’ Fanchon & Marco unit, at the 
Fox Fifth Avenue in Seattle. 

Local press does not accept the- 
atre or any other advertising from 
the sister city, so the Rialto stunt 
has them talking. 

The Seattle unit has been drawing 
from here, too, 


Twin Cities’ 800,000 
Have One Stage House 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 

With the closing of the St. Paul 
Palace-Orpheum for the balance of 
the summer the Twin Cities, with 
nearly 800,000 population, now only 
has one theatre, the local Orpheum 
(RKO) offering stage entertain- 
ment. First time in recent theatri- 
cal history that such a situation has 
prevailed in this area. 

Last summer three Minneapolis 
and St. Paul theatres were featur- 
ing stage shows. The Minneapolis 
Orpheum plays five acts and a film. 


LEWIS’ EXTRA WEEKS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Ted Lewis, heading a Fanchon & 
Marco unit, gets four additional 
weeks with Publix in the middle 
west, following his Chicago Oriental 
date. 

Goes into the Missouri, St. Louis, 
Sept. 2; Tivoli, Chicago, Sept. 9; 
Michigan, Detroit, 16, and Imperial, 
Toronto, 23. 














F&M DID OKAY 
BY THE RR. COS. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
Fanchon & Marco units travelled 
a total of 18,711,200 miles during 
the year ending June 30, with the 
average mileage for. each unit 


placed at 11,632 miles. 

With 1,600 people comprising the 
units, cost of railroad tickets to 
F&M totalled $507,000. 





JERRY WALD JOINS AGENCY 


Jerry Wald, former radio cole 
umnist on the ‘Graphic’ and now 
personally repping ether acts, is 
going into the Charlie Morrison of- 
fice this week. 

Wald will handle radio 
vaudeville agency, 


in the 

















CHANEY +» FOX 


Sailing August 2nd 
For Indefinite Engagement in 


BERMUDA 

















CHERIE 


also FERD SIMON, 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


(PREISSER SISTERS) 
This week (July 30) 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Thanks to MARTIN BECK and GEORGE GODFREY, 
our exclusive manager, 


HARRY WEBER—SIMON AGENCY 


nd JUNE 


of the 























SIX LUCKY GIRLS 


DANCERS FROM A TO Z 
Just Finished Warners Downtown 
This Week (July 30), State, Long Be ch, Cal 
A Feature on Any Bill 
Direction, TOM BURCHELL, Chicago 








JOE 


PALLADIUM, LONDON 


- AU REVOIR 


SAILING FOR EUROPE AGAIN S S “MAURETANIA,” AUGUST 3 


TERMINI 








THE SOMNOLENT MELODIST 


TO PLAY 


TWO WEEKS (AUGUST 15 AND AUGUST 22) 


Direction: 


WILLIAM MORRIS 
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WARREN WILLIAM and BETTE 

DAVIS 
‘The Unexpected’ 

Sketch 

12 Mins.; Full (Speciahh 
Capitol, N. Y. 

Both Warren William and Bette 
Davis are from pictures. They are 
under contract to Warner Bros., 
who have teamed them up for stage 
personals same as with Loretta 
Young and George Brent, recently 
on p. a. at the Strand. That the 
William-Davis team plays the Cap- 
itol after several dates out of town 
and on top of a Warner week in 
Washington may indicate the 
friendliness that exists between WB 
and the Loew organization which 
has taken WB-FN product 100% for 
Greater New York and other spots 
under a late deal. 

William and Miss Davis have both 
risen to name importance rapidly, 
William the faster through two pic- 
tures, ‘Mouthpiece’ and ‘Dark Horse’ 
for Warners. 

They do a sketch with a surprise 
finish that seems to suit their tal- 
ents and purposes of the moment 
very well. Setting is that of a liv- 
ing room in the best of taste and 
more remindful of sets for films 
than those sketches have for vaude. 
That’s part of the surprise, too, 
since the finish reveals the two are 
merely rehearsing a picture scene. 
All the time there’s not the slightest 
tip-off one way or another, directors 
and others running onto the set at 
the end, 

Action suggests that Witliam and 
Miss Davis are both crooks who find 
each other in the same house at the 
same time, each bent on some loot- 
ing. The woman attempts to pose 
as the household’s owner, as does 
the man later in addition to trying 
a d. a. representation, but finally 
agree to go cahoots on the job after 
love interest has developed. 

Unexpected arrival of the vic- 
tim results in the shooting of the 
girl on a getaway try. That’s the 
finish, with the surprise topping. 

Both William and Miss Davis 
were somewhat handicapped up here 
by an inadequate amplifying sys- 
tem losing some of their dialog, but 
do well under the croemnanaes 





MARY NOLAN (2) 
Sketch 
17 Mins in Two 
Fox, Brooklyn 

Carrying the title ‘Singapore Sal’ 
or Sue, the announcement is in- 
distinct, Mary Nolan offers an 
east-west sketch in which she gives 
a ecolorable imitation of Sadie 
Thompson with the rain and every- 
thing. The rain is very well done. 

Apparently she finds it difficult to 
hold up in a sustained effort in- 
stead of the 20 to 60 second scenes 
of a talking picture, and she never 
suggests the underlying tragedy 
in what is supposed te be a 
dramatic sketch of racial pull. 
Most of the time she has the 
stage to herself for long 
speeches delivered in a_ colorless 
voice. Sometimes she sits down and 
sometimes stands up. Three or four 
times she walks around, but the ac- 
tion is singularly static. She is as- 
sisted by two men, one playing a 
marine and the other a Chinaman. 
There is also a stentorian offstage 
voice. In general, the sketch sug- 
gests one of those things they put 
on at the high school auditorium. 


COUNTESS SONIA-DON ROME- 
RO REVUE (5) 

Singing, Dancing 

16 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Audubon 


Countess Sonia has been in vaude 
for some time now. In the revue, in 
which she shares dancing honors 
with Don Romero, the investment is 
obviously high. Both sets and props 
as well as costumes indicate that 
considerable has been spent. In ad- 
dition to looks, the revue packs in- 
terest a good ways above the aver- 
age. 

The Countess, with her decided 
foreign accent as an asset, an- 
nounces the various numbers. She 
does an opening song number with 
four people inside of large wooden 
soldier replicas and three dance 
doubles with Romero, in each dis- 
playing nice technique. Romero 
proves a capable partner at all 
times. 

In between, a male double offers a 


MILDRED HARRIS GHAPLIN 
Singing, Comedy 

15 Mins.; Two 

Prospect 

Mrs. Chaplin’s newest attempt to 
brave the vaudeville gods is with 
Herbert Faye and Phil Silvers. 
Faye, up to a few weeks ago, and 
for some years, has been heading 
an act of his own, and a pretty good 
one. He’s still pretty good. So's 
Silvers. Maybe the fact that Mrs. 
Chaplin herself is pretty awful‘ 
doesn’t matter. 

Turn opens with one of the two 
males announcing Mrs. Chaplin and 
leading the little applause he could 
stir up for her. She comes on and 
goes right into a completely hope- 
legs and hopelessly stupid recitation 
that brought snickers even in this 
Brooklyn hideaway. Faye and Sil- 
vers, one of them in the pit, go hur- 
riedly (and fortunately) into some 
crossfire that’s not bad, and the one 
in the pit climbs on the stage to do 
an amazingly good Chevalier imi- 
tation. He looks uncannily like the 
Frenchman. Mrs. Chaplin comes 
back, allegedly as Greta Garbo, and 
the other male comes back with a 
pasted on schnozzle for a Jimmy 
Durante. He gets a great laugh on 
appearance—plus recognition—and 
keeps the audience laughing. Some- 
body wrote some very snappy chat- 
ter for this portion of the act, with 
the trio discussing Hollywood and 
Mrs. Chaplin gets her share of 
laughs by constantly repeating ‘Ay 
tank ay go.’ 


but up ahead is at least half of the 


It’s funny that takeoff business | sense. 


ALEX MORRISON (2) 
Golf Lesson 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Prospect, Brooklyn 

Morrison has considerable of a 
rep as a golfer and ought to make 
good vaude fare, despite the freak 
character of his act. Spots ought 
to be carefully chosen for him, how- 
ever, In this neck of the woods he 
was completely lost. In better class 
nabes he ought to satisfy. 

Morrison nas a nice set represent- 
ing a bit of woods and golf course. 
A neat girl works with him, and at 
this house also Joe Morris, from the 
previous act. Possible that Morris 
will be routed with Morrison regu- 
larly for the same purpose. It 
makes a good combination. 

Morrison explains some of the 
shots, swings, stance, etc., in an 
easy to comprehend manner. He 
also swings at a number of balls 
and shoots them off to the wings. 
Girl works in for gag purposes. 

Kauf. 





aqonee BROADHURST and CO. 


(4) 

Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
14 Min.; In Full 
G. O. H., N. Y. 

George Broadhurst, comic out of! 
burlesque, bobs up once again with 
a crazy quilt of what-have-you, 
tailored to the old ragbag order. 
His latest exhibit doesn’t even make 
a pretense to being a vaudeville act, 
having neither form, direction nor 


It’s a razzle-dazzle of the stew 


way. 





act that means nothing but sheer 
boredom. K 


‘YOUNGSTERS OF YESTERDAY’ 
With Dave Genaro 
Songs, Dances, Instrumental 
21 Mins.; One, Two, Three and Full 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 


The act brings a hazy thought 
of the greatness of the Tony Pastor 
era. There’s a tremendous kick that 
But the utter lack of taste on 
the part of the bookers that permits 
this turn to go on without proper 
dressup and settings is crude. With 
a dressing up the act can lift custo- 
mer enthusiasm anywhere on a pure 


hoke associated with the burleycue 
clown from away back, tap dancing 
by a fair looker still in the tyro 
stage, something that comes under 
the classification of coon shouting 
by another gal not so fair in looks, 
and a mess of whistling and flute 
imitations by the second gent of the 
foursome. Broadhurst still does a 
xylophone bit between the cutlery 
and the crockery, tosses around a 
mess of chestnuts covered with mil- 
dew, feeds them the same old mug- 
ging and lumbers through a bit of 
clogging. 

Hokey-pokey, honky-tonky all the 
way through, but they got a good 
laugh out of it at this spot. Odec. 


Tuesday, August 2, 1932 
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KENNETH HARLAN and AL 
8T. JOHN 








Fordham 

Kenneth Harlan and Al St. John 
are both from pictures. Former hag 
been in them for many years as a 
leading man, of late years mostly 
independent. St. John is a slap- 
stick comedian whose film work 
goes back to the early slapstick 
days. Together they form an act 
that should have fair enough draw- 
ing power and more than enough 
entertainment value. 

Nancy Cornelius supports the duo 
as St. John's dizzy girlfriend. Both 
she and St. John are planted in the 
audience, latter taking to stage 
after Harlan, telling of the many 
times he’s made love on the screen 
will be happy to give anyone in the 
crowd some pointers. After some 
clowning between the two, the girl 
mounts the rostrum, with Harlan 
first doing a love bit as it should 
be done, St. John then trying. 

The whole idea of the skit is to 
emphasize the Harlan technique 
and burlesque St. John’s efforts in 
following him. A near-scream re- 
sults when St. John grabs the gal 
in a leg scissor-hold fashion and 
goes pash in a big way. 

Up to near the close the girl 
hasn’t spoken a word. Finally she 
breaks out with a desire to sing. 
That’s the cue for a kick from the 
b. f., with cll hopping to the wings. 

Act, playing next to shut up hera, 
did unusually well when caught 

Char. 





JONES and HART (2) 
Singing, Comedy 

4 Min.; One 

G. Oo. = N. Y. 

Couple of dusky lads with small 
time turn built to nice deuce spot 
specifications. Thing has zip, vocal 
harmony of surefire appeal to the 
lower level mob, crossfire that gives 
frequent cause for mirth and some 
mean but nimble slapping of the 
ivories. 

If nothing else, the warbler of the 
team can boast of range and vol- 
ume. Lowdown blues or moony, 
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couple dance routines that get over 
okay, and a prima does some sing- 





romantic ditty, they both get that 


novelty basis, but how long it can 
high-pitched, noisy rendition, bound 


last is something else, dressed up 














‘BARO and COSTA (4) 
Dance Flash 
15 Mins.; Full 


Prospect 
Daro and Costa are the dance 


ing, including ‘My Hero,’ in bring- 
ing out a strong soprano. 

Close is novel, with the entire 
company working into the set of 
hell as devils. Good lighting effects 


team that have been around for 2/ onhance the effect of the finale. 


long time; they rate a new act now 
solely on the basis of having new 
assistants. One male dancer and a 
pianist round out the company for 
an opening turn that gets better re- 
turns than it deserves. Previously 
it was three girl assistants. 

Name team are okay enough in 
their three numbers, the last, an 
adagio, being especially impressive. 
Male dancer, used in between the 
two gaps, would be better if allowed 
only to do his second number, a 
neat toe tap. First, an ordinary 
tap is too ordinary to mean any- 
thing and slows up things. Pianist 
also does a number during a cos- 
tume change for so-so results. 

Male member of Daro and Costa 
gives the impression throughout of 
being a bit more clumsy than neces- 
sary, due largely to the fact that 
his costumes are not as well tailored 
as they might be. auf, 





VANDERBILT BOYS (4) 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
11 Mins.; One 

Audubon 

Four lads of collegiate type who. 
do some dancing and singing legit, 
but endow about 90% of the routine 
with hoke and clowning. The act 
has nice pace and rates high enough 
in entertainment appeal to sail safe- 
ly through any early spot assigned 
them, No. 2 or third. 

Vanderbilts use a miniature up- 
right piano, around which most of 
their singing and vocal clowning 
centers. At first in collegiate over- 
coats, they trim down to more sen- 
sible summer limits after the open- 
ing. Much of the comedy is drawn 
from pansy touches and some imita- 
tions, gagged up. That of the Mills 
Bros. on the level for good results. 

A dance single is followed by a 
snappy challenge and a windup to- 
gether. A minute’s encore bit tops 
it off. 

Played third up here, doing well 
@t the Thursday night’s show. 

Char, 





RECORD BOYS (3) 
Singing 
13 Mins.; Two 
Prospect, Brooklyn 

eAl Bernard, Frank Kamplain and 
Russ Robinson, who seem to come 
from radio. Two of them sing fairly 
well, and the third, at the piano, 
chips on for vocal choruses. .On 
voice and personality, seemingly 
okay enough. On routine it may be 
unfair to judge them from their 
present showing. 

Boys resorted to amazingly mild 
and meaningless numbers. Except 
for one yodeling bit all their songs 
could be thrown out without being 
missed. But maybe those songs 
were used only here in an attempt 
to satisfy the under-average minor 
audience. Noticeable was that Ber- 
nard, coming on for one of his juve- 
nile attempts, said *Here’s one you 
ought to like,’ Kauf. 


Brought up the end of the stage 
show up here Thursday night, scor- 
ing okay. Char. 


HARRY STANLEY and JOAN 
PAGE 


Comedy, Dancing 
14 Mins.; One 
Audubon 


Harry Stanley formerly did a 
two-act with another girl, using 
different material. Comparison of 
new act report by ‘Variety’ then, as 
yielded by files, with the present 
setup, Stanley and his partner, Joan 
Page, have a 100% better turn. It 
was bought as the No. 2 act up here, 
where it did very well Thursday 
night. 

Stanley in his present routine has 
much good material which lands 
solidly for laughs. He sells it well, 
some of it with Miss Page on the 
other end. Otherwise Miss Page's 
claim as an asset is in a warm cooch 
dance. During a song hit, Stanley 
cracks and eats walnuts for laughs. 
His impressions of radio and film 
personalities, while indicating he 
can do them, are primed mainly for 
laughs, Char, 





CAPITOL STEPPERS (5) 
Dancing 

7 Mins.; One 

Audubon 


A quintet of fast and clever 
dancers who do not vary their rou- 
tine much, but land solidly. Boys 
work hard while they’re on and then 
scram, with no stalling at any point. 
Group of hoofers, all young fel- 
lows, have played considerable pic- 
ture house time. They probably 
learned in those theatres that it’s 
wise to do their stuff fast and get 
off. 

Boys open as a line, arm on arm, 
exhibiting clever tapology. Later 
on each does bits, then pair off in 
couples, finally winding up together 
again, 

Did exiremely well up here Friday 
night. Char. 


———_ 





NOLAN BROTHERS (3) 

Dancing 

9 Mins.; One 

G. oO. H. 

Under this deceptive billing is 

found one of the neatest acts 

youngsters have shown for some 

time. Two boys and a girl—and the 

girl deserves every bit as much bill- 

ing as the boys do—in a nicely 

thought-out, handled and presented 

routine. They opened here, but are 

worth a try in better spots. 
Kids are dressed, all 

them, 


three of 
in sort of West Point cos- 
| tumes. They tap neatly and go 
|through several interesting drill 
| formations, most effective being the 
/one in which the trio handle guns. 

| It's good stuff from opening to 
close. Kauf. 





or 


down. 


the age of the performers that at- 
tract. These vaude princelings of 
the past range from 62 to 86 years. 


shows how he danced in President 


Here as closing, over big. It's 


Tommy Harris being the oldest. He 


Lincoln’s era. Genaro performs his 
cakewalk and one gleans that mod- 
ern day vaude has no improvement 
on the old timers’ style and rhythm. 
With a vaude era it must have 
been a generation or even a decade 
ago! Youth prevents a mugg from 
knowing, except through records, 
and even those are skimpy. 

There may arrive a slight shud- 
der to see Stuart, ‘The Male Patti,’ 
70 years old, do his femme imper- 
sonation. But his makeup is okay, 
even if his voice is raucous and his 
manner doubtful. 

Lizzie Wilson shows how she did 
her ‘Snitzelbank’ song that’s been 
copied so much the last 40 years. 
And she still knows how to tickle 
the audience. It’s a kick if there 
ever was one, 

Edwards or Edmonds (pardon a 
young mugg for not knowing), who 
toured with Dockstader, blows a 
lusty cornet solo, and is well 
groomed, . 
Maybe worth a Broadway play- 
date for more reasons than one, or 
a novelty angle, but should be 
dressed up. Maybe Stuart should 
whisper instead of attempt to sing. 
Shan. 


KAY, HANLON and KAY 
Trampoline 

6 Mins.; Full (Special) 
‘Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 


Trio of males in customary 
trampo act with no particular set- 
ting. One of the three has a freak, 
tramp makeup and attempts com- 
edy jumping. As caught, opening 
a five-act program, this turn is un-} 
original mostly and apparently not 
fully rehearsed. 

It follows the style of previous 
trampo bits with the catches in 
mid-air and swing changes by two 
of the jumpers in motion. 

Tux trousers and white jersey, 
bull dog neck shorts are worn by 
two of the trio. It is probable that 
straight gymnast suits would offer 
a better outline to customers for 
grace in the swingers’ motions. 

Shan, 





FIVE BROWNIES 
Dancing, Singing 
8 Mins.; One 
Prospect, Brooklyn 


Five colored lads in an exception- 
ally fast and interesting routine. 
They ought to please without trou- 
ble. Opened here and over big, they 
really should have been further up 
on the bill because setting too dis- 
astrously fast a pace as is. 

Come on weakly for a song a la 
Mills’ Brothers, It’s different in 
that the Mills are four boys with 
one guitar. Here it’s five boys with 
two guitars. After one number they 
go into their dance, and how they 
do dance! Not a second’s stalling 
or time to breath. Just heart- 
breaking rhythm served up hot, and 


ing youngsters, suffer from lack of 
material. 
an act without the so-called body. 


describe the act more or less fully, 


JIM AND NANCY KELLY 
Songs, Chatter 
13 Mins.; One 
Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y. 
Personable pair, these two charm- 


It’s what may be termed 
The material utilized and which can 


is seemingly a takeoff of the Burns 
and Allen turn, the Block and Sully 
duo and maybe others. That makes 
it not so hot for a break-in, as the 
work as done isn’t so awfully well 
done as is. No special lighting. 

Both the boy and girl attempt 
solos with no particular edge to 
their voices, 

Some showmanly advice and han- 
dling could aid the pair develop as 
they have something if properly 
handled. Nevertheless, the Saturday 
change day matinee saw the duo 
well received in the deuce spot on 
a tame five-act Dill. Shan. 





GRIFFIN and MAICOX (5) 
Singing, Dancing, Comedy 
12 Min.; In Full 

G. Oo. H., N. Y. 

Flash that gives little promise 
through the first two or three num- 
bers, but builds up to something 
approaching fair entertainment by 
the time the finale rolls around. En- 
semble touts the customary tenor, 
specialty dancer, comedy stepping 
team and the femme at the piano. 
In this particular affair the last 
posted doubles on the violin at 
those moments when the lights 
change to blue and the tenor carol- 
ing about his dream girl suddenly 
finds her floating his way, garbed 
in flimsies and ballet tootsies. 

Short gal and the tall, lanky lad 
making up the comedy team deliver 
the only punch to the act. Theirs 
is all rough and tumble stuff, de- 
pending for the big laugh on the 
boy’s getup in shorts, which for the 
finale simmers down to a pair of 
ruffley what-you-may-call-’ems and 
a green filigree of straps. It’s t‘-at 
kind of an act, with the chances 
outside the poorer nabe spots very 
slight. Odec. 





ARCHER and JACKSON 
Comedy, Singing 

16 Mins.; One 

Audubon 

Comedy, singing act with a novel 
approach, some fairly zippy gags 
and a little hoke. Qualifies for nabe 
operations of this caliber, where it 
played No. 2. 

Jackson was announced by Ted 
King, m. c., as the publicity director 
for the Skouras Theatres. He walks 
on to talk of a contest for a person- 
ality man, and it sounds legit until 
Archer, in the audience, mounts the! 
rostrum. Affecting a ‘pansy’ atti- 
tude throughout, Archer depends a 
lot on that for the laughs the team 
collects. Between some talk and 
singing bits there is a little loose- 
ness that can be removed easily and 
should be. Too much stalling, also, 


to blast the eaves of any sized audi- 
torium, but where these lads will go 
on wandering they won’t run into 
any sensitive or discriminating ear- 
drums, so there’s nothing to worry 
about from that quarter. 

Act’s tamperer of the keys makes 
a good straight, feeding it smoothly 
and with surefire effect. Turns out 
on his own a fair piece of charac- 
terization on the Piccadilly bit, 
though the accent goes frequently 
Harlemesque. Scored big with the 
crowd here, Odec. 


HI-JACKERS (13) 
Band Act 

17 Mins.; Full 

G. O. H. 

Band acts are unusual at this 
house, and this one reveals that it 
hasn't had much stage experience, 
But the kids are there and will land, 
It’s the specialties that are holding 
it down currently, 

Ten boys in the band, all wind in- 
struments with the exception of one 
banjo, one piano and the drummer. 
Boys have speed enough and heat 
enough. They don’t bother much 
with a change of pace, being con- 
tent to make it hot. Because not 
handling too many numbers they 
win their point hands down. 

A girl, Lorraine Williams, leads 
the band, and is pretty weak. She's 
a looker and shouts over two songs, 
but her voice doesn’t hold up against 
the tooters. Not a bad idea, that 
girl leader thing, and might be ef- 
fective if she didn’t sing. Nash 
Sisters, @ so-so song-and-dance 
team, also might be improved upon, 

Kauf. 


GEORGE PRIZE 
Punch-Judy Novelty 
6 Mins.; One 

State 

A distinct novelty and, since there 
are few acts of this kind around, it 
should prove welcome to any book- 
er, if searching for something diff. 
George Prize does a Punch and 
Judy show that not only reflects un- 
usual dexterity in that kind of work, 
but also packs a number of fairly 
good laughs. 

Working behind the usual booth, 
Prize uses a@ man character along 
with a@ woman and several animals, 
incuding cat, skunk, crocodile, etc. 

No. 2 here and over when caught, 

Char. 


KAROLI AND SWANSON 
Acrobatics 

8 Mins.; Full 

Orpheum, N. Y. 

Karoli ig probably half of the pre- 
vious Karoli Brothers team. It was 
a strong acro act previously. I.’s @ 
bit different in construction than it 
used to be, the risley business being 
out, but is still an exceptional 
either-ender. 

Karoli presumably is the base 
man. He balances tall poles on his 
forehead or shoulder, with the other 
man doing the usual stunts atop the 
pole. To make it that much more 
certain of clicking, the bottom man 





on an encore speech bit. 
Liked strongly here Friday night. } 








off, Kauf, 


Char. 


is a good juggler, handling several 
objects while doing the balancing. 
Kauf. 
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PALACE, N. Y. 

They brought in a hefty slice of 
the Columbia Broadcasting studios, 
glipped in a dancing team, had the 
whole thing whipped into at least 
the outward aspects of a stage pre- 
gentation, and designated the re- 
gults a complete vaudeville show. 
For that one act is all this vener- 
able spot unveils this week. 


It’s labeled the Swanee Music Re- 
vue,’ accords headline and m. ¢ 
honors to Kate Smith, and runs a 

nd total of 46 minutes. Aside 
from the strange spectacle that this 
one-woman show presents, the sin- 
gieton turn and running time angles 
establish two more records for the 
chameleon pace the house has un- 
dergone since it gave up the big- 
time ghost. 

Not much was left to pass around 
after the Kate Smith salary had 
been duly considered and set aside. 
‘And the skimpiness of the proceed- 
ings and the talent dished out shows 
it. Payroll of the ‘Swanee’ affair 
runs around $8,000, with three- 
fourths of the coin going to the 
glorifier of the moon and the moun- 
tain. Balance of this budget is dis- 
tributed among Nat Brusiloff and 
his 14-piece musical background; 
Cliff Edwards, a recent recruit to 
the CBS camp, and the terpsy team 
of Cherry and June Preisser. 

Regardless of the fact that the 
etage bill has nothing to sell but the 
Kate Smith name, it doesn’t look as 
through the box office will be hard 
pressed to meet the takes of recent 
weeks. Opening performance found 
them jammed over the main floor 
and thickly spotted on the upper 
shelves, with this same state of af- 
fairs practically persisting through 
five performances. Day’s tally 
showed $78 better than the preced- 
ing Saturday, Doubtless strong aid 
to the draw is the screen entry, 
‘What Price Hollywood’ (Radio), a 
second run import from the May- 
fair. 

Considering the material made 
available, Macklin Megley turned 
out a punchy, fast-moving little 
presentation. At no point does it 
begin to lag or weary. With the 
success or flop of the thing entirely 
on her shoulders, Kate Smith makes 
a hard-working assignment of it, 
taking over the mike for two occa- 
sions, shoots it to them straight for 
the finale, with the dance thrown in, 
and is in and out of the going, in- 
troducing the numbers and whoop- 
ing it up for applause. And she got 
it in voluminous measure. 

Brusiloff, her regular ether maes- 
tro and on the CBS staff, started off 
the La Smith extravaganza with an 
elaborate arrangement of the theme 
ditty, with the backdrop revealing 
the moon and all its trimmings. 
Mike star herself took over the next 
spot for a Dixie number that roused 
them into the usual enthusiasm. 

After a wordy build-up from the 
m. of c., the Preisser youngsters, 
seen here before, came on for a 
rasher of taps <.nd cute katzen- 
jammers that rated all the reward 
it garnered. Younger of the pair, 
June, uncorked a wealth of person- 
ality and talent that made her the 
standout favorite of the surround- 
ing satellites. 

Cliff Edwards mixed some of his 
better known numbers with an an- 
ecdote or two about his Hollywood 
contacts, the latter failing to get a 
snicker until he pulled the line from 
‘Hell Divers,’ ‘Where did that skin 
come from? At that it didn’t go be- 
yond a forced guffaw. But the war- 
bling clicked, and clicked plenty. 

Snappy interlude by the Brusiloff 
combo and a fast eccentric dance by 
an unbilled youth led up to the Kate 
re-entry for a couple of more bal- 
lads, with the band moving into the 
next niche for a medley of hit tunes 
from ‘Show Boat. Subsequent 10 
minutes had the Preisser duo back 
to regale them first with an Indian 
adagio that reacted so-so, and then 
with a sizzling exhibition of acro- 
batics that built up the applause to 
a resounding crescendo. Happy 
piece of booking when these young- 
sters were picked for the footwork 
assignment. Odec, 


STATE, N. Y. 


This won’t be one of the best 
weeks the house has had, far from 
it. Either the Palace combination 
policy, with Kate Smith currently 
the draw at that opposition, or the 
usual summer deficit, or both, will 
be to blame. While the Pal is using 
plenty of advertising space in the 
dailies, this house seems to be lay- 
ing lower than ever. Some of the 
Saturday papers didn’t have a line 
from the house, others only a half 
inch, 

To keep apace with the Palace, 
probably the most serious opposi- 
tion the State has ever faced, it will 
have to provide the shows. Though 
probably with an edge on film, it’s 
the Palace that still has the lead 
on the stage draw. 

Currently, Joe Frisco is handed 
the burden of doing the drawing 
here by the live talent division, with 
Fletcher Henderson and orchestra 
from up Harlem way second as an 
aid. Screen disports ‘Unashamed’ 
(M-G). 

The business Saturday afternoon 
was off quite a ways, but with @ 





better play downstairs than up, 
where the balcony was thinly popu- 
lated. There has been no indication 
that the State has started to worry 

about the Palace unless it can be | 
gleaned inferentially from the trail- | 
er on the coming week’s vaude show, | 
playing it up strong and in 
frame 
great.’ 

Clearly on merit, the six-act bill 
goes.a long way toward satisfying 
popular taste and demand. It is a 
trifle turgid in spots, but on the 
whole has enough high spots to send 
people out without any complaint. 

Frisco is the show's brightest 
contribution in next to shut, but 
while he swaggered away Saturday 
afternoon to a pretty big hand it 
wasn’t as big as it should have been. 
Frisco does an impression of Helen 
Morgan singing ‘Man I Love,’ about 
the best thing he ever did, and 
might be reserved for the finish but 
for Frisco’s apparent desire to un- 
load his original cigar-smoking der- 
vish instead at that point. 

Also up ahead of Frisco’s original, 
he does a hot rumba with Norma 
Corretta (if spelled like it sounds), 
latter shaking out of a lot of latent 
enthusiasm around the house. 

With Frisco penultimate § and 
Henderson's band after him, the 
show has been laid out for nice bal- 
ance. Aileen Stanley is dire-tly 
ahead of Frisco (plenty of contrast 
there), while between the opener, 
Tracey and Hay, and Lee, Lee, Lee 
and Lee, third, there’s a novelty 
turn, George Prize (New Acts). 

Prize, not to be confused with 
Georgie Price through any mistake 
of ‘Variety's’ in spelling, does a 
Punch and Judy routine that’s 
about the best to come along. Very 
little of this sort of thing in vaude 
and when well done as by Prize, it 
should have a very definite place. 

Tracey a..d Hay, dancers, with 
a couple doubles and a single each, 
incept the proceedings with a flash. 
They do only 12 minutes, avoiding 
overdoing things. Paul Russell, 
their pianist, breaks up the dance 
routines about middle with a vocal 
solo that’s oke in anyone’s language. 

Lee, Lee, Lee and Lee scored 
nice returns with their hoke, knock- 
around routine, built around dances 
and piano playing. It’s familiar 
stuff by this time, but as sold by 
the Lees deserves its rewards. 


one 


mentioning: ‘Business is 


DALY’S, LONDON 


London, July 23. 


Just before 6:30 Monday evening, 
as a ‘Variety’ man was standing in 
front of Daly’s theatre waiting for 
it to open for the first time with a 
policy of ‘non-stop super variety,’ 
an oldtimer stopped and looked at 
the advertising. He turned to the 
‘Variety’ man and said, ‘Wonder 
what poor old George Edwardes 
would say to this!’ 


For the benefit of those not fa- 
miliar with the name, Edwardes 
conducted Daly’s for many years as 
a premier musical comedy theatre 
where he produced such hits as 
‘The Geisha,’ ‘San Toy,’ ‘A Country 
Girl,’ ‘The Merry Widow’ and dozens 
of others. The oldtimer will prob- 
ably continue to wonder, but it is 
doubtful if many others will give it 
a thought. 


Daly’s opened under the manage- 
ment of Louis J. Seymour, but the 
show suffered from the same com- 
plaint that all these non-stop bills 
will be tainted with, viz., the ab- 
sence of variety, due to the failure 
to import sufficient foreign talent, 
principally American comedy acts. 
This is the nemesis which is certain 
to overtake the present craze for 
continuous vaudeville here. The na- 
tive market has developed scarcely 
half a dozen new variety entertain- 
ers in as many years. Most of the 
oldtimers are definitely dated. The 
best ones have retired, most of them 
in comfortable circumstances. Some 
of the others are still funny, but 
even when they are funny enough 
to entertain, there are not enough 
of them to go around. 


Daly’s show suiered through the 
‘unfunniness’ of Morris Harvey as 
master of ceremonies. Other than 
in an eccentric character role Har- 
vey is not inately funny, even when 
he says clever, witty things, which 
he writes so well. As m. c. he was 
pitifully inadequate. The show 
started 15 minutes late and every- 
thing was slow and crude, lacking 
the pep which is so essential to a 
variety bill. 

Far and away the class of the en- 
tertainment were Elsa and Billy 
Newell, now sufficiently well known 
here to elicit a healthy round of ap- 
plause directly Billy makes his en- 
trance. 

The show opened with 16 girls 
who enter from the audience, im- 





The ever-gracious Aileen Stanley, 
who seems to be able to mix an 
aristocratic bearing with an ingra- 
tiating personality and voice, offers 
four numbers, each over smoothly. 
Sh2 works in a near fullstage, with 
a male piainist who sticks to his 
ivories for accompanying purposes 
only. Miss Stanley had a better 
hand coming to her than that which 
was accorded Sat. aft. 

Outside of Miss Stanley the near- 
est approach to song importance ar- 
rives in Henderson’s band act when 
Cora Green torches out a couple 
hot numbers. She was with Hen- 
derson before at the State, as were 
Three Little Words, whose speedy 
hoofery is the big sock of the act. 
Henderson was on 21 minutes by 
the time the Words were through, 
when act should have called it cur- 
tains, but stuck by another three 
minutes for sizzling hot band num- 
ber. Total running time of 24 min- 





utes a little long. Char. 
DOWNTOWN, L. A. 
Los Angeles, July 28. 


With the master of ceremonies 
out, bill of six acts is about aver- 
age entertainment. Lack of some- 
one to sell the bill or an annuncia- 
tor to enlighten the audience as 
to who is on the stage dampens the 
proceedings. Warners should dig 
down for some type of announce- 
ment board. 

Three Brunos open. Act is the 
Bruno Weiss Trio working incog- 
nito. They get the bill away perch 
and risley work. Then it slips with 
the Dancing Dots, three girls in 
amateurish acro and tap routines 
in the deuce spot. 


Alice Hamilton, still doing her 
well seasoned ‘Mother’ monolog, 
scored in the trey spot. Her type 


of work has not been seen here in 
years, with her play on modern 
slang is something new. Well re- 
ceived here. 

Four Gobs, male quartet in nau- 
tical garb, follow. Singing is ortho- 
dox and lacks the snap of present- 
day harmony. Boys might invest 
a few dollars in arrangements. Also 
should forget the idea that the basso 
must be comic; is long passe. 

Barbarana and Pal, a comely miss 
with a trick poodle, next. Girl 
working in trunks displays plenty 
of class physique. Dog’s work is 
elementary and means nothing. 

Irving Newhoff and two stooges 
in the  next-to-closing position 
works the schoolroom idea in one, 
lapsing into Dutch occasionally. 
Stooges are a harmonica player and 
colored soft shoe dancer. Latter 





does a sock dance for the windup 
which takes the turn away to a 
strong finish. Comedy is all hoke| 
and unnecessarily blue. 
3ruce and Henry, hand balancers, | 
close with several good lifts and a} 
hand catch from a teeter board. 
‘The Purchase Price’ (WB), sec- 
ond run, is the main screen attrac- | 
tion, with Universal News clips and | 
a cartoon comedy completing the |} 
bill. Business fair for the first per- | 
formance Thursday, Call, 


mediately succeeded by Moran and 
Elof, a pair of simultaneous step- 
pers of exceptional talent and origi- 
nality. Then Togo, the juggler. 
Two Franks and a piano followed. 
They are a couple of men, one of 
whom plays and sings; the other 
sings and tries to play. Nothing to 
speak of. 

Next turn was recruited from the 
oldtimers in the person of Jack 
Stocks, who sings old-fashioned dit- 
ties about his mother-in-law, and 
has some quite original lines, wind- 
ing up with a parody, with musical 
accompaniment on a banjo. Olive 
Tyson, straight singer; Elsa and 
Billy Newell, followed by Elsie Car- 
lisle, a gramophone and broadcast- 
ing star, who looks like Marlene 
Dietrich, and does three songs ac- 
ceptably. 

Closing the first half was a sketch 
entitled ‘Proverbs,’ written by Har- 
old Simpson and Morris Harvy>y, 
wherein all the dialog is made up 
of well-known quotations, and 
proved frightfully inane. 

The second half consisted of ‘An 
Hour on the Riviera,’ showing a 
beaeh scene with a bandstand, 
wherein the girls sat around in 
tights and half a dozen turns did 
their acts in cabaret form. 

The whole thing needs drastic 
tightening up before one can expect 
well of it. 

The next house to open with con- 
tinuous variety will be the Leicester 
Square, which advertises 12 acts 
and a super production. Jolo. 


PALLADIUM 


London, July 23. 

Every act at the Palladium this 
week a big success, with one excep- 
tion. The reason for this excep- 
tional state of affairs was the abso- 
lute seating and standing capacity 
of the house Monday night. At nine 
o'clock the doorman yelled out 
loudly to the waiting line of would- 
be ticket purchasers there was but 
a single seat left in the entire house. 

The special draw was undoubt- 
edly Louis Armstrong, with a col- 
ored band recruited from the conti- 
nent. Although Taylor and Allman 
were advertised in advance, there 
was no mention of them on the pro- 
gram, and they did not appear. Di- 
rectly Robert Chisholm, who pre- 
ceded Armstrong, announced he 
would introduce ‘a great artist,’ and 
before he could mention the name, 
there went up a roar of welcome 
that culminated in pandemonium 
directly Armstrong stuck his head 
through the curtains. His success 
at the first house had a lot to do 
with this, but the big draw is due to 


| his gramophone records, which are 


big sellers here. 

He wowed them! At the finish he 
had to beg off, saying they had re- 
moved the set, but gave the im- 
pression he would bring the band} 
out in front of the curtains, and 
while the audience waited they rang 
in the next act before they could 
recover. Much of <Armstrong’s 
mumbling ‘niggerisms’ were unintel- 


jligible to a goodly portion of the at-/ works like slow poison, 


tendarce, but it all rang so true 
there was no mistaking its genuine- 
ness, All his patter and singing was 


done through a loud speaker with 
no explanation therefor. 

Next in the matter of applause 
were Patti Moore und Sammy Lewis | 
with an entirely different routine | 
from what they offered on their last 
visit here. 

Joe Browning was a splendid suc- 
cess, which would have been even 
bigger if he had not gone on next to 
closing at 11 p. m. This was neces- 
sitated by a rearrangement of the 
program from the first house, and 
Joe was the only thing strong 
enough to hold that late spot. At 
the first house he was on sixth. In 
spite of this he did, without forcing, 
three encores for his closing ditty. 

Nothing wrong with the Wiere 
Brothers and Three Swifts, both 
trios back after lengthy absences. 

The one dismal spot in the bill 
was Hugh Wakefield and Co. in a 
sketch by Gordon Bostock, ‘Wed- 
nesday at the Ritz.’ Wakefield is 
London’s premier ‘silly ass’ come- 
dian, but the vehicle was hopeless, 
and for the second house he was 
relegated to an early spot. Jolo, 


ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


There is almost every pointer to 
be gleaned on the gradual process 
of a demising vaude from the cur- 
rent bill. Undoubtedly it’s a sub- 
conscious move. Yet as uninten- 
tional as it may have been, this 
house currently sweeps a withering 
brush over the pastel of vaude. If 
biz was good when caught Satur- 
day, change day, matinee it’s be- 
cause of the nature of the condi- 
tions in the neighb more than any- 
thing else. 

In ‘Youngsters of Yesterday’ with 
Dave Genaro, only 62 years old, one 


} 








gleams a hazy and shadowy pano- 
rama of the past. In ‘Radiolites’ a 
phoney radio takeoff with old-fash- 
ioned singing, what a subconscious 
booker could term as the ‘probable 
future. In the two acts thet cov- 
ered the before-the-middle spots, an 
unintentional picture of bad vaude 
taste, 


But the Orpheum gets the break 
at the b.o. because RKO’s 86th, on 
the opposite corner, has gone 
straight film. 

James Cagney stars in F.N.’s 
‘Winner Take All’ and the kids and 
dumpy meat minds of the neighbor- 
hood glory as he lays his toe flat 
against a gal’s rotunda in the film. 
There’s a ‘Scrappy’ cartoon and an 
interesting Roach comedy with kids. 

Even a mugg will squirm to see a 
70-year-old do a female impersona- 
tion with a raucus, baldy voice. 
That’s Stuart, a famous impersona- 
tor, some 40 years ago. He’s still 
good on makeup. 

But that’s vaude’s discrepancies. 
The Genaro act, doing the closing 
turn, offers some six leaders of the 
past vaude era. There is no color 
to the act. Either in the intro in 
‘one’ or the balance in ‘three’ and 
‘full’ But there’s a thrill in the 
performance. 

The act’s over with the kids and 
twinkling Deutches hausfraus, 
who squat in their seats, expecting 
to hear Tommy Harris’ bones 
creak. Those bones first jingled toe 
taps before President Lincoln, more 
than 60 years ago, today at 86, he 
performs a couple of tid bits in 
hoofing. Tommy’s bones don't creak 
—not yet—but his tux was wrinkled 
and shiny, 

Showmen must have loved the 
theatre those days. There must have 
been love for the public also. But 
the scrimpy, shiny gown of the mis- 
tress of ceremonies, who may be 
Mrs. Dave Genaro, if memory 
serves, and Harris’ outfit, proffered 
ne goodwill to customers from the 
house or its sponsors and no par- 
ticular stage lure was in the bare 
settings allowed this act. 

Dave Genaro does his original 
cakewalk, as per announcement. 
One knows immediately nobody ever 
did it better, even if Genaro is a bit 
bent. Lizzie Wilson does her origi- 
nal ‘Schnitzelbank’ song, and still 
defies rightful comparison in vaude 
ears. So, where's vaude’s progress, 
but backward? 

Johnnic Berkes and an attractive- 
ly tall girl fill the middle. Berkes’ 
speciatlies hit for some laughs. The 
girl is good atmosphere, but Jimmy 
and Nancy Kelly, doing the deuce, 
need originality badly. It's a hocus 
Pokus duet in ‘one’ of singing and 
chatter that’s seemingly culled from 
Burns and Allen, Block and Sully 
and mabye others, with no apt sing- 
ing voices. A charming pair of 
youngsters that need handling. 

But they're over because there's | 
nothing else apparently in the offing 
from the neighborhood and its the- 
atres. The Kay, Hanlon and Kay, 
trampoline, on opening size as still 
needing plenty of rehearsing and 
more kick. But that’s over, too, and 
the theatre goes on slumbering until 
the b.o. suddenly lapses and vaude | 
goes out as the excuse for economy 
and cutting. 
Apparently there’s no figuring 
that vaude when good keeps ’em 
coming. Apparently, no figuring 
that if customers go for the kind 
of program covering and staging as 





currently shown, there must be a 

desire for better stuff. Bad vyaude | 

is like tasteless screen fare. It | 
shan. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 30. 

Despite three full-stage revues 
and a technical defiance of what or- 
thodox vaudeville considers good 
booking, the Palace bill manages to 
keep those in attendance engrossed, 
And Saturday matinee there was 
better than average attendance. 

Fur Fashion Revue provided by 
the Retail Furriers as a plug for 
themselves will get the credit for 
the business. It’s a pageant of nifty 
dames in spiffy pelts. Formerly 
Balaban & Katz had the show an- 
nually, but they seem to have tilted 


their noses at it. Anyhow, it’s 
RKOs, and both sides ought to be 
gratified. 

Indeed, the Palace is an ideal 


house, being comparatively intimate, 
Those in the back rows can still see 
where the ocelot is sewed onto the 
unborn mule. So the furriers get a 
break and RKO gets both an act 
and an attraction gratis. 
Al Wohlman was booked for the 
Fur Fashion week to officiate as 
commentator. That was wise. For 
the usual home talent overly-com- 
mercial and deadly serious auction- 
eer is a curse and a plague. Wohl- 
man’s deportment was the pinnacle 
of good humored suavity. He was in- 
gratiating without being smart- 
alecky, and impromptu without be- 
ing nervous. He also sang. And 
he knows how. All in all its a good 
Fashion Revue that keeps the ladies 
in the audience sighing, grinning 
and pop-eyed with esthetic thrills. 
Renoff, Renova and Bekefi, a hard 
name to spell, remember, or crowd 
unto a marquee, opened. This turn 
has an abundance of color and viril- 
ity. Three principals are adagio- 
ists, the more unusual as the wom- 
an is not the frail sponge in weight 
of the average girl in such acts. 
With the act and a pronounced 
asset are the Sinclair Twins, sing- 
ers, dancers and cuties. Whoever 
dressed them for their opening 
number had an authentic inspira- 
tion on how to make the female 
form look bewitching. Girls have 
punch behind their work and per- 
sonality. 


Vanessi, routed in when Floyd Gib- 
bons, originally billed, was _ side- 
tracked to Washington to cover the 





Bonus Army skirmishes in his pris- 
tine capacity as newspaperman. 
Assisted by the debonair Biltmore 
Trio, Miss Vanessi was in continu- 
ous favor with the customers. 

For comedy the bill had Harris 
and Brookins, sterling representa- 
tives of the Negro race’s well-known 
capacity to induce merriment. They 
got across smackingly. Grant 
withers, of films, and Eddie Moran 
in the deuce did nicely, leaning only 
a little on Withers reputation. In- 
cidentally the film juvenile handles 
himself very trimly and naturally, 

Land, 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, July 30. 


Trying several new ideas, owner 
Izzy Rappaport is switching things 
about at this indie vaude stand. 
He’s busy building his overture to 
something more than a forced wait 
while the stage show is being 
cleared of the sound horns, and 
tLat’s okay. He's switching his 
opening day from Saturday to Fri- 
day in order to get a better break 
for his acts, and that’s also okay, 
But this week he is making an at- 
tempt to get away from the stand- 
ard vaude show that has served him 
well and profitably for the past 
year and is taking a step backward 
by slapping an m.c. into his show; 
and that’s not so good. 

House this week brought in Ted 
Claire, who during the m.c. craze 
was this town’s turtledove at the 
Loew Century. Something must 
have happened to m.c.’s of Claire's 
type; they don’t seem to fit in any 
longer. Claire at the first show 
Saturday exhibited an amazing lack 
of sense of the appropriate. And 
he’s a performer who's supposed to 
know this town and public. 

Appears that he’s in for this week 
only. It was a weak show to be- 
gin with, but was managing to 
scrape by somehow until Claire ar- 
rived and slowed down the pace to 
a death march. Instead of keeping 
the show moving by building it 
along, cutting down the stage waits, 
clipping off the final straggles of 
applause, Claire let the whole thing 
drag along, so that this five-act 
show (which includes him as a 
turn) ran 85 minutes, 

Two bits that Claire used for, 
punches are classics of misfits. In 
a house full of afternoon kids and 





shopping matrons, Claire tried a 
leg-feeling stunt that was strictly 
Minsky. He and Gould, of Gould 
and Robey, bet that May Usher 
(next-to-closing) used whitener on 
her legs, and then both men pro- 
ceeded to feel under Miss Usher's 
|dress. On his own Claire managed 
a second classic boner by doing a 
dramatic song sketch of a cokie 
Joe, working in a green light and 
going through all the cokie’s 
twitching and facial contortions. 


As gruesome a stunt as ever pulled 


off in a family vaude spot. And 
what with the pansy bits running 
through the show and the birth 


(Continued on page 35) 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, July 29. 

Harry Richman in his fourth 
week, (he stays a fifth, and possibly 
longer) has a singing show around 
him’ with Frances Williams and 
Jack Haley co-starred. There isn't 
enough variety, but that Richman 
is a ‘draw, with the femme element 
not inconsequential “judging by 
neighboring enthusiasm, is quite 
evident, 

It’s a good entertainment, how- 
ever, with the ‘Souvenirs’ motif 
enabling Richman and Miss Wil- 
liams to reprise some of their 
‘Scandals’ numbers, and also set ‘the 
motif for a revival of past favorites. 

There is one snakehips grind, 
done to ‘Palm of Your Hands,’ with 
an exotic sartorial and scenic in- 
vestiture which can’t but help strike 
one'as' an odd contrast to the too- 
saccharine ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm,’ the screen feature. As for 
some of the other flip stuff, black- 
outs, etc., judging by the barn- 
yard pace at the Capitol, 
qualms over what should or 
shouldn't obtain in a Broadway de- 
luxer have gone by the boards some 
time ago. There’s too much Minsky 
competish seemingly, so the picture 


those f 


4 street cleaner in one who pushes 
a’ wheeled can which contains’ an 
assortment of hats, each typical of 
the nationality of one of the dances 
he performs. He offers some nice 
Russian ' steps and a good ‘nerve 
taps. Either Jim Hadreas or Hen- 
ry Berman. The line is back half 
in Russian dress and the rest as 
German. girls. They do national 
dances with a girl singing a song 
in favor of modern jazz, exempli- 
fied by Verna, Sylvia and Ruth. 
This is elaborated in a follow se- 
quence in which some of the girls 
are shown in flashy burlesque dress, 
with the dance trio turning loose, 
and then a change to full stage to 
contrast with the graceful minuets 
and waltzes .of the pre-jazz era. 
The Rhythmettes open as college 
instructors and strip to flash full 
length costumes for a hotcha, car- 
rying out.the same idea of. con- 
trasts, with Mills and Shea topping 
in some comedy acrobatic work 
that is one of the outstanding bits. 
The finale brings an interesting 34 
minutes to a close. 


Hal Beckett holds his own with 
a. songfest and Martha | Frances 
added to do some real. singing, 
while Mack’s orchestral overture is 
bolstered with Lida Santelli, color- 
atura. Business fair, with the me- 
dium sized audience markedly ap- 








houses figure they may as well cash 
in also. 

Picture is not going to help the 
take, this week, but Richman’s show 
will, 

It. evidences startlingly. that 
there's no such thing as opposition 
any more even in.as limited a sec- 
tor as Times square. The Rich- 
mans, > Holtzes, Bennys, - Bakers, 
Williamses et al. shift back and 
forth,- playing with and against, 
each : other, and making quick re- 
turns:.at the same.or opposition 
stands... It telis the story. forcibly 
on the shortage of name talent. and 
the :hunger. for anything .with a 
boxoffice tinge. 

It is this marathon whitch 
prompts the revival of ‘hoary gags 
and forces Richman to ad lib that 
they'll‘ have to forget this or that 
since they: slap these things to- 
gether overnight, etc. ‘It also ac- 
counts for gags such as ‘if ‘they 
we: me in the cellar I deserve to 

slot,’ Which was taglined almost 
in chorus by an audience that 
seemed to be on familiar terms with 
the Joemiller, but’ which good-hum-' 
oredly’ laughed at it again for the 
same reason that they still go for 
jokés about having to walk‘ back 
from an automobile ride. 


Richman’s ‘Lovable’ opened, lead- 


-ing into some. hoke by-play with 


Jack Haley. as to who will m.c. 
They, alternate eventually, Frances 
Williams’ ‘Kiss Is Just a ‘Kiss’ 
doesn’t get her started until her 
ensuing ‘Rythm’ number encoring | 
into ‘Palm of Your Hand!’ 

This cues,for David Bines’ ballet, 
whose ensemble choreoography. was 


a bit muddled, but who impressed |, 


much better in the rhythmic line 
work, aided by the bizarre con- 
trasting color schemes, 

The blackouts in Russian, Span- 
ish and French dialects were not 
unfunny,, made _ so by _. Richman, 
Haley and Miss Williams’ handling. 
Richman soloed again with ‘Old 
Man:,River’ in nice style, and then 
into the ‘Girl and Boy’ duet from 
‘Scandals’ with Miss Williams. 
Finale was. ‘Birth of the Blues.’ 
Vivian Fay interpolated a pip bal- 
let specialty. The Five Jansleys 
were billed, but didn’t show. Boris 
Petroff staged. Other credits to 
Vincente Minnelli for sets and cos- 
tumes,. executed by Carmine Vitolo, 
and.okay too. 

The: Jesse Crawfords did their 
stuff with ‘Suesse Serenades,’ fea- 
turing’ the young femme composer 
of ‘Jazz Nocturne’ and ‘Syncopated 
Love - Song,’ Dana Suesse, at the 
piano, with Irvin Talbot conducting 
the pit orchestra, 

House cooling plant has been 
modified ‘to’ a more comfortable 
temperature; there had been com- 


preciative, 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, July 28. 
Roscoe. Ates and George Raft, 
coming up for the Shrine conven- 
tion, were snapped up to bolster a 


weak picture, and that the pair did 
a neat job'of bolstering was at- 





.tested to by the holdout at opening 


matinee. ‘Duo are former vaude- 
villians and evidenced their train- 
ing by putting on snappy’ shows 
for -the customers in the Peggy 
O'Neill-produced presentation. 


Ates worked with his daughter, 
Dorothy, along lines resembling the 
old RKO vaude act when the pair 
were Ates and Darling. Except for 
absence of comic’s pants-biting dog, 
turn is the same, and impressed 
ticket. buyers, who got plenty of 
laughs. . ‘ 
Raft, evidently off the boards for 
some time, wasn’t so sure of him- 
self with his few gags, but turned in 
a corkiing dance that clicked. 
Femmes went for him, giving him 
a big tumble. 

Laughs throughout the show were 
numerous, Flo Lewis ‘scoring with 
her act in the peée-wee auto. Cham- 
berlin and Hines contributed still 
more with their’ reverse’ apache. 
Joaquin’ Garay in his third week 
and Monte White, deep-voiced blus- 
ter, split singing: honors. 

‘Rube Wolf and band did but one 
number, a medley of blues, that 
was liked. Picture was “Madame 
Racketeer.’ Bock. 


IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


™oronto, July 29. 


With Shea’s Hipp in the next al- 
ley offering Grace Hayes and 
Georges Carpentier, Imperial hasn’t 
strained itself this week in mect- 
ing rival opposition. The Knevels 
deluxer has ‘Lady and Gent’ (Par) 
on the marquee but the reopened 
Hipp has ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
(Par), which puts both flesh houses 
at scratch on screen entertainment 
with the latter easily leading on 
stage bill. 


It’s a heterogenous bill that in- 
cludes an animal aet, a pair of 
strong men, an mc, and three 
stooges and the 12-girl lineup. It’s 
the strohg men who cop the biggest 
hand in the 42-minute bill. Bill 
opens in full stage before a French 
estaminet set. Gendarmes, waiters, 
artists, etc., for French atmosphere, 
and ballet at tables. It’s slow and 
tedious for the first ten minutes, 
the monotonous tumult and the 
shouting only dying when Jack 





*plaints aplenty over its severe frig- | Roshier, who looks like Lloyd Ham- 


idity. ‘Rebécca’ is the first Fox fea- 
ture at the Par. bel. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Mary Nolan is added attraction at 
the ‘Fox this week, more on ac- 
count of the weakness of the film 
than from any lack of merit in the 
Fanchon & -Marco. unit. The 
sketth (New Acts) is lacking in the 
main: essentials of action and in- 
terest, and is very poorly staged. 
To get in an elaborate rain effect, 
a square arch has been formed with 
a ballustrade for the lower section, 
the set apparently house drops or 
borrowed scenery. No window 
frame and the rain pours steadily 
down past a blue plush drop in- 
stead of an exterior backing. The 
lighting is ineffective and figures 





ilton, makes his appearance with a 
limp pooch, The mutt goes through 
@ pose routine and finishes with a 
skipping-rope finale that drew a 
hand. 


Ballet out from the tables for a 
skirt-tossing bit and Virginia do- 
ing a solo high-kick in topper, 
black tights and stick, very a la 
Dietrich. 


Then the diminutive Lynn Cowan 
out as m.c. for the second half and 
calling for talent for a new show. 
Three stooges, plump red-head and 
two dancers rally to the call, the 
former doing a hot-cha vocal in the 
female baritone manner and the 
two boys into a nut eccentric that 
sent the trio over nicely. Ballet 
back for a wooden-soldier routine 
and Ramon and Virginia out for a 
staccato acrobatic. Then Paul and 
Nino Ghezzi for hand-to-hand work 
and head-stands, with the usual 
prostrate inversions. Turn was the 
first sock of the evening and the 


only one. Finale has the lineup 
back in white gowns and wigs for 
fan-drills in waltz tempo, males on 


the, bill easing on at the finish for 
I'rench court tableau. It’s a badly- 
timed, non-novelty bill that won't 
set the: cash registers burning their 
bearings, 

‘Lady and Gent’ 
overture ‘and usual 


bolstered by 
fillers. 





are almost constantly silhouetted 
against the. backing of’ a half 
opened door. ft’s all pretty sloppy 
and adds to the drabness of the 
general effect. 

¥-M tender is the ‘Cleanup’ Idea, 
Opening with a street drop showing 
@ business street packed with trash 
receptacles. There are a dozen of | 
these on the stage, each containing 
one of the Sunkist beauties. They 
work a nice routine, stepping in 
and out of the cans, which are 
shifted for various formations. 


Novel and well done, Following by | 


- 


McStay. 


CAPITOL, .N. Y. 


New York, July 29, 
Added to Lou Holtz, Phil Baker, 


Abe Lyman and Hannah ‘Williams 
jas the Capitol’s drawing plenipo- 
tentiaries on their holdover week 
are Warren William and _ Bette 
Davis, a combination of names from 
the picture lots. Their names will 
increase the stage’s lure to the 
point where the house has a good 
ehance of equaling the first week's 
business. 

The William-Davis team 
instead of 


(New 


Acts) opened Friday 
Thursday.. On that day as early as 
7:30 p.m. there was nothing but 


balcony and a few divans left. It 
was beginning to look like old times 
again. ‘Washington Masquerade 
(Metro) is the holdover film. 


William and Davis will play seven 
days, staying over an additional day 
with the new program coming in 
Thursday (4), change day at this 
house. They succeeded Friday, for 
six days with the Holtz-Baker bill, 
along with a clever toe dancer, 
Gloria Gilbert, whose routine is a 
smash hit. 

Warren and Miss Davis are up 
against the .same handicaps as 
Holtz, Baker and others who have 
to depend on talk through the Capi- 
tol amplifying system. For some 
reason or other, unless spectators 
are on top of the orchestra pit ‘and 
despite that Holtz and Baker most- 





ly work on a platform directly over 
it, the voices are carried to the 
auditorium very indistinctly. at 
times. 





NEWSREELS \ji| 





TRANS LUX 


Pathe made a better editing job 
of the Washington trouble ‘than 
Fox. This may account for audible 
hissing at the Translux while at 
the Embassy, which has the more 
radical audience of the two, there 
is not a murmur while the clip is 
being projected. 

Fox cut out all contact between 
police or soldiers with the vets. 
Pathe, however, allowed some of 
the rough handling to be included. 
Both reels have the tanks, soldiers 
and gas attacks as well as the 
burning of the vets camp. 


Another marked contrast in audi- 
ence reactions at the two theatres 
was the way in which Billy Sun- 
day’s dirge on repeal was received. 
Seldom have the Saturday after- 
noon boys in the Embassy given a 
clip such a catcalling as the Sunday 
oqering. 

On general news events there is 
little difference between the pro- 
grams at the two houses this week. 
Both houses have Capt. Fried as- 
suming command of the 8.8: Man- 
hattan; government’s new tank 


- Speedster; Senator Borah’s preach- 


ment on war debts; Wyoming ro- 
deo; King George visiting the Brit- 
ish fleet; Chicago preparing for the 
World’s Fair. 





Holtz and Baker are still a' good 
show through the gags, bits and 
clowning that isn’t lost from as far 
back as, say, the divans, but were 


the amplifiers more true, they'd 
probably get better results. Both 
comedians seem conscious. most 


of the time of the loud-speaker de- 
ficiencies, 


Baker at times Friday night 
sounded as though he had a bad 
cold. He probably was ‘suffering 
from strain instead, trying' to lift 
his voice to where it would get 
some place. 


At the first show Fri. night it 
appeared Baker and Holtz were 
Stalling plenty for time, maybe 
waiting for someone following who 
wasn’t ready .to go on. In. any 
event, the fortune-teller bit with 
Norman Frescott doing the straight 
man stuff out in the audience, was 
spread out terribly, 


The magic interlude is not strong 
entertainment, nor is the hillbilly 
number done by Holtz and Baker 
for the close when topping Abe Ly- 
man’s. band, 


Holtz and Baker. stick much of 
their sock material, including some 
of the warm gags up. front, with 
Hannah Williams. following just 
ahead of the William-Davis picture 
team. Miss Williams, the wife of 
Roger Wolfe Kahn, is one ,of the 
brightest spots on the show. While 
she hasn’t a voice that would win 
ribbons, she’s got personality and 
selling ability. 


It's Lorraine Manners, acrobatic 
dancer, who doubles for the. Min- 
sky gag up front. This little tidbit 
of gagging warmth keeps company 
with numerous other bits and talk, 
but as against the first week the 
material on the whole is pretty well 
toned down. It may still be con- 
sidered offensive by the finicky 
Whole stage show one hour and 
33 minutes. Char, 


LOEW’S STATE, L: A. 


Los Angeles, July ‘29. 


With Janet Gaynor and Charles 
Farrell on the sheet, pay customers 
didn’t look for an overlot of stage 
fare this afternoon, but were 
agreeably surprised at the well- 
balanced F.&M. ‘Cherry Blossoms,’ 
one of the eastern units. Served 
in snappy fashion, entertainment 
was oke with the capacity opening 
matinee, 


Unit has undergone .but. one 
change since played in the east, 
the Orantos, equilibrists and hand- 
and-head balancers, replacing the 
Eno Troupe of Japanese tumblers. 
Frank Gaby still featured and easily 
steals the show. 


Jue Fong, Chinese tenor, m.c.’s, 
putting across several ballads, in- 
cluding his old standby, ‘When 
Irish Eyes Are Smilin’, Fong works 
mostly in front of the drapes. 


Dorothea Crooker, a _ blonde 
looker, is spotted for the dance 
features. Her single-legged dance- 
kick solo, running fully four min- 
utes, demonstrated perseverance 
and endurance. 

Gaby doing his ventriloquial biz 
uses a plant in the bale, who is no 
mean stooge. Line girls efféctive 
in several routines, one of ‘them 
being an ‘Umbrella’ number, which 
clicked, 

Orantos do some exceptional bal- 
ancing, and deserved everything 
they received. Unit is colorful, 
lighting effective, and tinmied for 40 
minutes is just about right for the 
I’.&M. clientele, , 

‘First Year’ (Fox) .the big draw. 
Clips from Fox and Metrotone News 
round out screen show. Jan Rubini 
registered with an overture medley 
of popular numbers, with a baritone 
solo by one of the band reyealing 











a voice of real merit, 


Where F-H got an interview with 
Kid McCoy upon his releasee from 
a California prison, Pathe con- 
tented itself with a silent flash of 
McCoy stepping out of a plane, 
Pathe went into its files for sub- 
ject matter on the Niobe, covering 
the German merchant ship disaster 
ha ne ag rae titling.’ F-H' did 
e same n - 
doar & on the death ‘of 
An exclusive on Governor ) - 
velt’s visit and discussion ot wn 


EMBASSY 


Program at the Embassy this 
week shapes up a8 a Paris edition, 
Just seven of the clips concern the 
French capital and have to do with 
everything from, boat and bike 
races to child orchestras; firemen 
at play; Neptune's Basin; a French 
holiday (Bastile Day) and the dele- 
gation of American women being 
received by French officials. 

F-H works in a few exclusives, 
These include an interview with the 
fliers, Mattern and Griffin, in Berlin, 
as well as the opening of trade con- 
ferences in Ottawa. From the 
sports angle the test trip of Eng- 
land’s new speedboat on Loch Lo« 
mond also comes in this class, 

The Embassy evidently figured it 
had an exclusive. on an interview 
with the Kaiser’s two grandsons 
now in New York since it gave it 
much footage and ballyhoo. Pathe, 
however, managed to get just 
enough to be covered. 

A camera trip up. an Australian 
cliff is an excellent subject. Photo. 
graphic angles of ledges and then a 
quick focus to a sheer drop of sev- 
eral thousand feet provide audience 
thrills, 

Among the routine subjects are: 
Minnevitch’s harmonica band; sokol 


classes in. England; Miami boys 
visit Hoover; women's hats and 
Chicago horse race. Waly. 





employment with Gov. Ely of Mass, 
was obtained by Pathe. 

In addition to three short sub- 
jects, the Luxer: program included: 
Outboard motor tricks in Fla; 
Jones Beach; lumberjacks; trained 
chimpanzee;. Andrew Mellon. re- 
turning to U. S.-for vacation; Gar- 
ner family home in Texas; N. J, 
freight train. wreck. Waly, 





MICHIGAN 


Detroit, July 30, 

Unusual thing about this show is 
that the best entertainment offered 
is the overture conducted by Lou 
Forbes. The stage show is mild at 
best. Charlie Melson in as the 
name act is a former m.c. at the 
State theatre and is plugged as 
same. His former audiences either 
have forgotten him or didn’t come 
to see him. This week is the first 
of the new permanent line.’ This 
line was formerly in the Loew unit, 
‘Dive In.’ Line seems capable and 
better looking than the usual line. 

Show opens with a ranch house 
scene with the band on the stage 
located on the upper ‘véranda ’ of 
the house. Cowboy theme has this 
one titled ‘Yellowstone Trail.’ The 
only justification is one lone cow- 
boy rope thrower who never arrives. 
Following the pattern of similar 
jumps through ropes and gags. 
Might have gone over if this same 
act in type hadn't been through 
here plenty of times. This boy’s 
name is Bud Carlelle. 

Irmanette, in Charlie Melson’s act, 
does the first and straight part of 
her violin playing, next using a 
classical number with the band for 
good effect. Rome and Gaut on 
next with a similar routine to that 
they have used through here sev- 
eral times before, Act over in a 
mild way. DeLong Sisters did some 
fancy tumbling and acrobatics for 
a- nice hand. Charlie Melson is 
using a talking screen sequence 
that hasn’t been used here often 
and gets over on its novelty. 

Lou Forbes with the overture 
turned in the outstanding applause 
getter with a three-part overture. 
Sticking to his previous routine of 
a classic, semi-classic and jazz item 
all included in his overture he tops 
his two previous weeks’ effect with 
this one. And doing it with the 
handicap of only 14 men in the pit. 
Forbes is a showman to the fullest 
extent. First two parts are the 
buildup, with the finale ‘Crazy Peo- 
ple’ played with the boys going to 
town. With a good arrangement of 
this much-plugged tune it stopped 
the show. 

Picture ‘Washington Masquerade,’ 
with business good.’ Lee. 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 29. 

Brimming with talent, the cur- 
rent stage presentation will not 
only please generally, but it proves 
that a so-called ‘Radio Revue’ can 
be good theatre. It ran smoothly 
the opening day. Proving also 
that it’s not impossible to have 
professional standards at opening 
performances. 

Last ‘Radio Revue’. for Beeand- 
kay played the Oriental and was 
somewhat punkerino. It was com- 
posed of local radio favorites with 
two left feet and as many hands as 
a Javanese idol when facing an 
audience. Year before, if memory 
serves aright, it was just about as 
bad. And what the showmen 
minded even more neither radio re- 
vue did much business, 

This year’s ‘Radio Revue’ is na- 
tional in membership and big-time 
in flavor. Mills Brothers, a repeat, 
Col. Stoopnagle and Budd, and Syl- 
via Froos are the delegates from 





the networks. Added to this lineup 
are Block and Sully, John and Kdna 
Torrence, and an unbilled colored 
lad. In merger this radio and non- 
radio talent makes blithesome di- 
version. 

eon Leonidofft’s . craftsmanship 
was more in evidence this week. He 
provided first an interpretative bal- 
let to fit the radio motif. This was 
capped with smooth elegance by the 
Torrences, whose performance is 
always reliable. Again to. the 
strains of ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ 
Leonidoff fitted a ballet. Publicity 
for next. week’s show indicated that 
full swing will be given this experi- 
enced stagemaster as the size and 
magnitude is stressed rather than 
specialty people. 

Sylvia Froos, one of the more 
emphatic, and full-voiced of the 
new generation of lady warblers, 
proved a comely chiffoned duchess 
of poised manner and rich voice, 
She whammed ’em. 

Col. Stoopnagle and Budd are 
worthy of the footlights as of the 
microphone. Many of their gags 
are excellent and their laugh quota 
was oversubscribed. 

Mills Brothers and Block and 
Sully are, of course, standard, and 
experience little hardship in per- 
suading an audience to adopt them. 
The unprogrammed colored lad has 
the confidence of precocious youth. 
He can make a set of cleats sound 
philharmonic. 

‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm’ 
(Fox) provides the screen fare. 
Charles Previn fell back upon Vic- 
tor Herbert, Jehovah’s boon to the 
American picture theatre maestros. 

Average biz. Land, 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris; July 23. 

Two things are noticeable in this 
week's offering, first that Para- 
mount, a house with American con- 
nections, is the only one to put 
on a flagwagging stage presentation 
to commemorate the storming of 
the Bastille, the French ‘independ- 
ence day; second, that the home 
office orders to make ‘Shanghai 
Express’ acceptable to the French 
have been. strictly adhered to in 
the dubbed version. now shown. 
The French major is now a dear old 
thing instead of a knave. 

Show, like practically all Paris 
film houses, begins with a mixed 
newsreel followed by an animated 
cartoon. Then comes the presenta- 
tion, titled ‘Speaking of Paris,’ from 
one of the songs in the Par hit, ‘Il 
est Charmant.’ 

Though many credits are given 
for musical adaptations, lyrics, etc., 
the show uses what has been kept 
of Pierre Millot’s pit orchestra as a 
stage band and has been staged as 
usual by Francis A. Mangan. Apart 
from one singer and the stage band, 
he has just used his 24 girls who 
appear in about eight different num- 
bers and costumes but always in 
tricolor schemes. Also the sets are 
similarly inspired, with the closing 
drape a regular flag affair. This, 
with the typical Mangan lighting, 
gets a tremendous. hand at strict 
summer overhead. 

“Shanghai Express,’ dubbed by 
Jacob Karol in Joinville, follows. 
How they love Marlene Dietrich 
here! Mazi, 
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OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, July 23. 

Show this week, though still un- 
der all Jacques Haik management 
gince the Natan agreement does not 
enter into force until Aug. 19, seems 
somewhat different from the usual 
run. This is mostly due to the con- 
siderable difference in style of pre- 
eentation by Jean Nougues, com- 
poser and producer, instead of An- 
dre Bay, as usual, Also film gets 
many laughs. 

After a mixed newsreel and an 
animated cartoon, the George Bailly 
pit orchestra plays Saint Saens’ 
“Danse Macabre.” Very popular and 
applauded. 

Then comes the presentation. 
Nougues has considerable experi- 
ence in the work since, besides tour- 
ing his own opera, “Quo Vadis,” he 
also produces for several seasonal 
organizations, such as the St. Ger- 
main Carnival. When the Gaumont 
Palace was under American man- 
agement, Nougues had a contract to 
supply the weekly changing presen- 
tations and got the American slant 
from Tommy Dowd, brought there 
from the Capitol, New York. 

The current offering is _titled 
‘Dance Album.’ Apart from a back- 
stage canvas prop which looks like 
a book cover; no sets are used, 
just drapes, hence a saving that 
enabled Nougues to hire more tal- 
ent and make the presentation ap- 
pear more elaborate. Also, though 


lighting is far from Paramount 
standard, there is a decided im- 
provement. 


Besides the Mersey girls, Nougues 
has brought in a troupe of 12, clas- 
sical ballet, and some _ featured 
dancers, Line d’Arc, Freddy Wittop, 
Marcus, and George Kies, an eccen- 
tric, who scores heavily. Without 
change of staging, show just intro- 
duces the various types of dancing, 
beginning with old time pavane, 
then waltz, to end with rumba after 
an acrobatic dance. Comparatively 
long presentation clicks with local 
love for a full evening’s entertain- 
ment. 

Then comes the feature, ‘Coffret 
de Lacque,’ police meller from Agata 
Christie’s ‘Black Coffee,’ so super- 
mellerish that those too sophisti- 
eated to enjoy it straight go for it 
as a lark. Mazi, 


FISHER, DET. 


Detroit, July 30. 

This week’s show is another weak 
sister. Production beautiful, with 
one number outstanuing, but the 
talent never materialize; as suffi- 
cient entertainment with the excep- 
tion of the always good Joe Griffen 
and a new. trio for here, Tom, Dick 
and Harry. 

Show is titled ‘Dancing Along,’ 
rather appropriately, with Joe Grif- 
fen the only one not dancing, and 
the line doing that for him in a pro- 
duction number. The act that might 
have been depended on for comedy 
was very unfunny. Lake,. Harris 
and Hayes missed entirely for 
laughs, and needed their dancing to 
get anything. 

Opening is the line singing vocal 
announcement of the coming of 
Tom, Dick and Harry. The 
line right into a rhythm num- 
ber and bringing on the male trio. 
This trio doing the knockabout that 
all hoofers are doing these days, 
but this trio is very funny. Stuff 
that calls for a lot of timing and 
well done. Encoce, a_ challenge 
dance number, is mediocre by com- 
parison. 

Next Joe Griffen on with a pian- 
fist and on a movable platform. 
Griffen has played this house plenty 
and has always gotten over very 
big. This time. is no exception. 
Because he has been here so much 
and because he is so easily adap- 
table he is used for a production 
Number with the line that is very 
effective. Singing ‘One Alone,’ the 
girls on platforms of different 
heights do an Oriental routine with 
the hands and arms. This number 
is particularly well lighted and 
staged. 

Lake, Harris and Hayes next with 
their vaude act. For the closing 
number Dick and Edith Barstow 
with the usual tap dancing and 
stair numbers. 

Sam Benavie with orchestra and 
Siegel with the ergan do a musi- 
cal debate. This number has been 
done by them before, and some- 
thing must be wrong to repeat an 
organ solo. 

Picture ‘Stranger in Town.’ Busi- 
ness fair, Lee. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 28. 

Doubtful draw of ‘Madame Rack- 
eteer’ (Par) has Ed Smith concen- 
trating on the stage show and to a 
great extent satisfying Los Angeles’ 
taste for colored entertainment with 
a presentation which outclasses 
Lucky Day,’ the colored musical 
that was condensed for picture 
houses, in sock and speed._ Prin- 
cipals with two exceptions were in 
the ‘Lucky Day’ troupe. Edith 
Spencer and Evelyn Preer, latter a 
local colored legit fav, are the ex- 
ceptions. 

Lack of male performers is not 
noticed, with the femme members 
all hot with the hoofs and songs. 
Gals grind out some mean routines, 
particularly Alma Travers, Lucille 
Hall and Miss Spencer. 

Line of 24 girls throw plenty of 








hips and tap out two routines. 
Whoever picked out the line had an 
eye for coloréd beauty. 

Alma Travers sings one number 
with the Harris Twins, kid hoofers, 
working in the chorus. Youngsters’ 
dancing is oke and builds up Miss 


Travers’ solo. Evelyn Preer sold 
‘Frankie and Johnny,’ with the 
house yelling for more. No small 


contribution to Miss Preer’s num- 
ber is the work of her accompan- 
ist, Harvey Brooks, who weaves 
Gershwin‘s ‘Rhopsody’ into the ac- 
companiment. 

Six Shufflin’ Steppers, male 
hoofing sextet, are on twice, once 
for a flying wing, later for taps. 
Jasbo and Rando!ph, also tappers, 
bat out one military routine. 

Opening has the Dixie Choir of 
24 voices singing ‘That's Why 
Darkies Were Born’ in front of a 
levee drop. 

Georgie Stoll’s overture, a med- 
ley of blue numbers, landed neatly, 
with Inez King, only white per- 
former on the bill, getting a good 
reception on her solo effort. Ann 
Leaf, in her first week here, oke 
with her organ solo. House groan 
box has been silent for some time, 
with possibility that Miss Leaf 
through personality and ability will 
make it noticeable, 

Attendance was up at the first 
performance Thursday evening, 
with the stage show getting credit 
for the draw. 

Paramount News and Magic City, 
latter a Paramount sales plug for 
coming product, taking the audience 
on a trip through the studio, filled 
the screen fare. Call. 


FOX, S. F. 


San Francisco, July 25. 


One of the neatest deluxe shows 
offered here, the current stanza is 
punchy entertainment from start to 
finish, every item getting excellent 
treatment at the hands of a smart 
house staff. Herman Kersken, Fox 
manager, can take plenty bows for 
his presentation of this ‘laugh show’ 
tying together the film fare of ‘Mil- 
lion-Dollar Legs’ and a Laurel and 
Hardy, with Will Mahoney on stage. 
Kersken had the entire _ frolic 
snapped up to split-second speed, 
each feature seguing into the fol- 
lowing with a verve that added 
much sock. Every item was an ex- 
ample of smart showmanship, even 
the newsreel getting a. punchy 
dramatization when the closeup of a 
booming cannon was accompanied 
by a realistic exploding effect before 
the screen. 

In one of Will Mahoney’s future 
weekly ads in ‘Variety’ he can say 
that of all the names that have trod 
the Fox boards he gave the best ac- 
count of himself, because that’s 
what he did. -He started easily with 
his comic song, warming up as he 
went with his excellent hoofing, and 
wound up to tremendous results with 
his Mahoney-phone dance. He en- 
cored, and that’s an accomplish- 
ment at the massive Fox. Mahoney 
in here for the week, with Oakland 
to follow, and was worked into F. 
& M.’s ‘Bombay Idea,’ with Flo 
Lewis out and transferred to the 
naborhood El Capitan instead. 

Pasquali Brothers with rapid 
tumbling, the O’Connor Family of 
six with hoofing and clowning, and 
the capable line of gals rounded out 
the stage show, which was short and 
sweet. 

Walt Roesner’s overture plugged 
the Olympic Games and came in for 
some more of those deluxe effects. 
Dedicated to the games, overture 
was backgrounded with effective 
newsreel shots of athletic events, 
and for a climax had a group of 
athlete posers behind a scrim with 
a runner on a treadmill. Vocal 
chorus and Roesner’s capable  ba- 
toning added much to this. 

Shriners convention took a ter- 
rific cut in theatre biz and attend- 


ff throughout the week. 
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CBS-NBC_ Grosses 





(Continued from page 1) 
of around $37,000,000, which is an 
$8,000,000 increase. 
Cuts Help Further 

With July and August's antici- 
pated tumbles in receipts taken care 
of by salary cuts and general slash- 
ing of the overhead in both the 
New York and Chicago plants, the 
CBS chain will even be in a better 
position to show an operating profit 
through these two comparatively 
poor months. Although the figures 
will not be available until the lat- 
ter part of this week, it is estimated 
that the billings for July will come 
closely within last year’s total for 
that month, $736,319. In any event, 
it will make the first slump ex- 
periences by CBS in the four years 
of its rapid growth under the Wil- 
liam S. Paley direction. 

Past six months has seen CBS 
going through tremendous ups and 
downs from the income angle, as 
compared to the year before. From 
a 121% increase run up in January 
the income progress of the chain 
slipped to a mere 1% in June. NBC 
gain for that month was only 7% 
better, 


femme’s 





HIPP, BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 33) 


control gags, it’ll keep manager 
Ted Routson sweating all night 
clipping the offensive material out 
of this bill. 


Opening quietly were Bentell and 
Gould, homey stuff in the way of 
xylophone plinking and simple hoof- 
ing, of which the best bet was the 
rope-skipping dancing 
number, Ted Claire on next, and 
with a stooge, Phil Arnold, who 
helps Claire through a mess of 
stalling. Gould and Robey on third, 
and for the first 10 minutes were 
sensational on fast, rapid-fire gag- 
ging that was punchy and a howl- 
a-second. But then they let every- 
thing fade away when they tried 
to burlesque radio crooners, and 
finished in a wobble on more dull 
burlesque, this time mind-reading. 
It was a shame, since they were 
going great. 

May Usher followed and was un- 
able to pick up the tempo, the dra- 
matic song sketches being funda- 
mentally weak, which even Miss 
Usher's clean-cut performance and 
personality were unable to cope 
with. Then Claire back again to 
sink the show further in the depths, 
and the closing flash turn, Gerber's 
Gaieties, meant nothing but more 
dullness. So much so that even 
this patient audience began walking 
after the first song number. Seven 
people, five girls and two men, 
singing and dancing without ideas, 
grace or showmanship. Obviously 
spotted for bulk and flash, it also 
served to further the blah effect. 


In .the. overture the house this 
week placed two local names, a 
femme singer and a violinist, both 
of whom are known for radio work 
in town. The violinist, Michael 
Weiner, conducted the orchestra 
and managed some fiddling on his 
own. ‘ The soprano, Elsa Baklor, 
reached her high notes properly, 
and was hindered from making a 
better impression by ‘the jumbled 
routining of the overture. These 
two figure as suitable strictly from 
the home-town touch and for the 
house, because they’re in for a bag 
of pretzels. 

‘Panama Flo’ (Pathe) feature, and 
six Fox newsclips completed. Biz 
not strong the opening show, and 
indications are for weakness at the 
front gate throughout the week, 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


Los Angeles, July 30. 

Budgeted at $2,175, current five- 
act vaude unit okay as animated 
portion of ._program, Figured this 
week’s draw will be entirely con- 
tingent on the_ power of ‘Bring "Em 
Back Alive’ ( io). Frank Buck 
is appearing in person four times 
daily, adding another $750 to the 
stage cost, but still keeping it 
around the average house nut of 
$9,500. 

Sid Marion is the logical topper. 
In the next to shut spot comic ran 
true to form, though having to 
shorten his routine, Marie Duvall 
is again with him. 

Princess Wahletka, Indian men- 
talist, gets the big play on the 
boards, but doesn’t offer anything 
unusual. Audience worker seems a 
trifle stiff for effective showman- 
ship, and with Wahletka. affecting 
a shrill voice in her responses, act 
is not the best closer. 

Class award for the unit goes to 
the Harris Twins and _ Loretta 
(AHen) who, aside from being capa- 
ble dancers, have an adagio that is 
timely with the Olympics, in feats 
of strength and balancing. 

Three Cosacks, all men, open 
with a snappy routine of roller 
skating on a raised platform. They 
offer the usual whirls and neck 
holds, 

In the deuce spot, Cole Bros., 
blackface, had some difficulty get- 
ting started, their banjo work and 
cross-fire patter falling on deaf ears. 
One of the pair is a pleasing croon- 
er, but the boys really get going 
when they go into their hoofing. 

Buck does a six-minute talk at 
each of the four de luxe shows, re- 
lating a few outstanding incidents 
of the expedition that made his 
picture possible. Routine about the 
same as used in New York and 
Chicago. House about 85% filled 
on the lower floor at the opening 
mat. Pathe news filled in. 


PROSPECT, BKLYN. 


RKO put this one back into the 
vaude field for try out purposes. 
Here, it is intended, vaude actors 
can do their routines for the book- 
ing office lads’ edification. But 
either RKO or the local house man- 
agement forgot one important thing. 

Children are allowed entree here 
for a dime matinees and 15 cents at 
night. Saturday afternoon (30) the 
theatre was jammed to the rafters. 
But a good 75% of the customers 
were kids who haven’t even reached 
their teens, or just about there. 
And what kind of a test can any act 
get with that kind of audience? All 
the actors can talk for months 
afterward about the terrific recep- 
tion they got at the Prospect, but 
what does it mean? 

Current lineup is a point in ques- 
tion. Headlining is Alex Morrison, 





one of the best golf pros and teach- | strong plugging. 


quality. 


ers in the country. He's on to show 
how golf sticks are swung and why. 
How much that sort of thing means 
to ten-year-old kids is self-evident. 
How much Morrison changed his 
act, or cut it, in order to keep the 
youngsters from getting too impa- 
tient, is anybody's guess. 

Maybe its this same kid angle 
that allows the house to slough on 
Maybe its figured that any- 
thing is good enough, which would 
explain the sloppy show this week. 


Vaude starts off much too fast 
and with much too splendid a bang 
with Five Brownies (New Acts). 
Five colored hoofers and crooners 
who are right on the job. Deucing 
is Corinne’s Stars of Yesterday. The 
old-timers have a pretty tough time 
getting started after the first act 
but the kids up here liked the idea 
of old folks singing and dancing. 
They stamped, and whistled, and 
shouted. It was hot stuff. 


Third are the Record Boys, seem 
ingly from radio (New Acts). Trio 
of males singing namby-pamby 
tunes for practically no actual re- 
sults.’ The kids applauded the bari- 
tone and resorted to the Bronx cheer 
(no different in technique in Brook- 
lyn than elsewhere) for the lad do- 
ing the yodels. 

Next to closing is held down by 
Joe Morris, formerly Morris and 
Campbell, with the same old ‘Any 
Apartment’ sketch. It made its 
points, largely on strength of the 
work done by the boy in the act, 
Jackie Terres. Dorothy Ryan and 
Mary Mallory are Morris’ assistant- 
ants now. 

To close Alex Morrison (New 
Acts) with the golf biz, and saved 
somewhat from total disaster by the 
fact that Morris was on stage 
throughout the act kidding with 
Morrison. . 

‘Bring "Em Back Alive’ (Radio) 
is the screen feature, Benny Roberts 
leads the orchestra, a Pathe news- 
reel and a cartoon short fill out the 
time, Kauf. 


ORPHEUM, DENVER 


Denver, July 27. 
First program under Harry Huff- 
man management. The organ was 
brought to life by West Masters, 
who played ‘A Lesson from Life’; 


the old Orpheum fav, Howard Til- 
lotson, was back in his old job; the 
musicians were pepped up, and two 
local mistresses of ceremonies kept 
things on the stage running at full 
speed; Huffman dispensed with 
policy trailer and made the an- 
ae from the stage him- 
self. 


Three French Misses open with 
acrobatic act. Two braced against 
standards hold trapeze on necks 
while other does her gymnastics on 
the bar. One holds strap in teeth 
while other whirls, and off center, 
making tough on first one. For 
close, one holds trapeze by teeth as 
other two, locked together by arms 
and legs, do the over and over. June 
Carr sings, dances, wisecracks and 
is a pianist, all with the aid of Don 
Harding. They dance on the piano, 
solo and duet, he sings about get- 
ting married while she dances, and 
the close is a bit of adagio comedy, 
in which the most effort seems 
spent towards exhibiting her bloom- 
ers. Then there is Summers and 
Hunt—but why back so soon? Not 
s0 long ago they put on the same 
act at the Denver—but probably fig- 
ured Denver a tourist town—espe- 
cially in the summer—and figured 
the act was good for a comeback, 


Horace Heidt and his Califor- 
nians headline, and are spiffy look- 
ing in their white suits. They sing 
an illustrated song about the king 
and queen, using huge playing cards 
to illustrate—how the king raised 
the deuce when he found the jack in 
the parlor with the queen—because 
he came home at nine instead of the 
usual 10. One of the orchestra, with 
muffler to make it look like winter, 
does skating dance, gliding about 
the stage smoothly and with a lob- 
sterscope playing on him from the 
booth. The orchestra want light 
wines and beer, according to their 
singing, accompanied by beer mugs 
and cocktail shakers. Arthur Thor- 
sen, an Irish lad, sings about his 
father’s shilelah, winding up with 
the assertion he is now on the police 
force and will use it for his night 
stick. Nine of the men in straw 
blond wigs, yellow gloves and or- 
gandie short skirts, do routine with 
hands in semi-darkness, and finish 
with ballet dance in dead pans. 
Some of them needed a shave, but 
that made it look more burlesque. 
Warren Lewis plays ‘Two Hearts in 
% Time’ on the cornet, and an un- 
programmed comic comes in for a 
trial before joining the orchestra. 
This over, he proceeds to play the 
banjo in approved fashion. Four of 
the men play two pianos, making a 
wheel of themselves—turning so 
that part of the time two are play- 
ing with one hand on each piano. 
‘Three Blind Mice’ is sung, running 
in groups of twos. Eleven violins 
and two pianos play just preceding 
the double finale—first as a military 
band, and then Horace sings ‘I Get 
a Thrill Thinking of You.’ The or- 
chestra quit while still strong with 
the crowd—a wise bit of strategy. 

‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ on the 











ORPHEUM, SEATTLE 


Seattle, July 28. 


predominates on this 
week's vaude bill, all but one act 
using terpsichore variations. There 
is oke variety to the stepping so 
that it gets by to results. Bob Ripa 
is the exception. This youth from 
Denmark proves himself a marvel 
in jJuggling-and balancing, and does 
no dancing in his act, although his 
tricks call for a display or near- 
contortions and acrobatics, it would 
seem, 


The entire bill smacks of big time, 
but without any outstanding smash. 
Screen has second week of ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive.’ Tiny Burnett 
band parades some pop hits and 
Henry Frances Parks is at the or- 
gan, his numbers going heavy for 
music, sans novelties. 


Howard, Sydeile and Bernice 
open, The two gals are cuties who 
sing a little and step a lot. One in 
a toe tap routine is especially oke. 
Howard's forte is a looseness about 
his stepping, and speed. Bernice 
does some neat slow turns and 
splits. Both sing and Howard 
dances more. 

Lorraine and Digby waste no time 
in getting hot, putting out a fast 
line of patter, with some hot love 
to good comic values. He tries to 
get the little girl back into the car 
and one wonders what would happen 
there, after what happens in full 
view. The adagio clowning is fast 
and loaded for laughs, Lorraine pa- 
rading her neat figure to many gro- 
tesque poses and steps. Her flying 
scissors around Digby’s neck is 
enough to make a wrestler jealous. 

Sidney Page starts with gagging 
when the first of three stooges 
comes from one wonders where, in 
goofy ‘hotcha’ and squeaky pipes. 
Then in slinks No. 2 foil as a psychic 
with just one look alone good for a 
laugh. The first gal then does a 
straight tap which seems out of 
character, one expecting comedy. A 
lanky lad is the third ‘unusual’ that 
Page has gathered from somewhere. 
His dance unlimbers some freak 
steps and is all right for a bit. 

Bob Ripa is in next to closing and 
he has the audience gasping at his 
work. He gets so many nifty com- 


Dancing 


balls and never a slip. His stuff 
is good in any language. 

Norman Thomas Quintet is come 
posed of five colored boys who pa« 
rade the usual entertainment col 
ored folks are noted for. They. 
work plenty fast. Outstanding is a 
singer whose voice is close to gold. 
Trying out a new number, the lad 
seemed very cautious but he 
warmed up to it and the dramatics 
were well brought out. The drummer 
romps about to gleeful returns, be- 
ing all over the stage. The pianist 
does a solo number and two ladg 
carry the dance portions, 

This is all vaudeville with none 
of the new-fangled m. c. stuff og 
presentation ideas, repp. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 28. 


Bolstered by somewhat of @ 
‘name’ in Grant Withers, the pres« 
ent Orpheum layout sizes.up as & 
strictly small-time vaudeville bill, 
but as such passes muster. It has 
the usual variety elements which 
custom decrees as diversified vaude< 
ville fare. Outstanding entertaine 
ment is lacking, but a non-discrimi- 
nating audience apparently found 
all five acts acceptable. 

Arthur La Fleur, aerial gymnast, 
is assisted by a youthful girl acro« 
batic dancer in a satisfactory open< 
ing number, revealing nothing ex< 
traordinary. The act’s big moment 
comes at its finish when La Fleur, 
hanging in mid-air by his teeth; 
whirls swiftly for what seems to be 
several minutes, much as did a 
woman aerialist at this same the- 
atre several weeks before. The 
girl, wearing red pajamas, is not 
hard to look at. 

Brooks and Murray, in the deuce 
spot, painist and singer of very 
mediocre talent, The neat-appear- 
ing young man sings loudly to the 
accompaniment of the male pianist 
and orchestra, but many of his 
tones are flat and his voice none too 
pleasing. However, his program of 
pop numbers has been well selected, 
Pianist offers a solo number, a med« 
ley of Victor Herbert tunes, 

A trio of attractive young women 
proves an asset for a fairly amus- 
ing comedy skit, ‘Joe’s Place,’ pre- 
sented by Marian Belet and Gil 
Lamb. Miss Belet herself is one of 
the pulchritudinous girls. There 
are some songs and dances in the 
knock-about2 hodge-podge that is 
built about the rough reception given 
toa supposed dry agent in a speake 
eazy. Lamb, tall, lanky and limber, 
is responsible for most of the laughs 
with his eccentric dancing and 
twists. Miss Bellet contributes 
some meritorious whirlwind danc- 
ing. The other two girls are chiefly 
decorative, and there is another 
actor who plays the role of the 
blind pig’s proprietor. A just s0-se 
act 


Grant Withers, with Eddie Moe 
ran, did moderately well in the 
next-to-closing position, It is doubte 
ful if his name means anything to 
the box office here, but he drew a 
smattering of applause on his ene 
trance and proved a satisfactory 
feeder for the first-rate clowning 
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Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below tnd.cate opening cay ef + 





NEXT WEEK (August 6) 
THIS WEEK (July 30) 


show, whether full or split week 











RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (6) 
T.ouis. Mosconi 
Fortunello & Cirill 
Daphne Pollard 
(30) 
Kate Smith's Rev 
Cc & J Preisser 
Jack Muter 
Nat Brusilof 
Cliff Edwards 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (6) 
Arthur Petley Co 
Cass Mack & Owen 
Adelaide Hall 
Herb Williams 
Pearce & gg 
) 


LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (6) 
Clemens Belling 
Al Abbott 
Harrison & Eimo 
Joe Herbert 
B & R Gomaa 
(30) 
3 Cossacks 
Cole Bros 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Sid Marion 
Princess Wahletka 
LOUISVILLE 
Rialto (7-10) 
.4lfred Latell 
ordon & Woods 
Great Huber 





3 
Russian Revels 


(Others to fill) 











VIVIAN 
Late 





OF 


FAYE 
Star 














Earl Carroll's “Vanities” 
Paramount, New York 
This Week—Placed 
By LEDDY & SMITH 
King Bros & Cully MEMPHIS 
Smith & Puck State (1}-13) 
Fatty Arbuckle Roisman’s Co 
Lester Cole Co Jack Major 
ALBANY (Others to fill) 
Palace MINNEAPOLIS 
ist half (6-9) Orpheum (6) 
Togo & Chiyo Gaston Palmer 
Blanche & Biliot JI & K Lee 


Joe Penner 

Landt 3 & White 

Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
2d half (10-12) 

Charles Kemper 


TG 

2d half.(3-5) 
Dorothy Co 
Mickey McGuire 
Paphne Pollard 
Herman Hyde & M 
Leo Henning Co 


BOSTON 

Boston (6) 
Model Bakers 
Cardiff & Wales 
Leo Henning Co 
Harlan & St John 
Mel! Klee 
Jack -. Orch 


Swan Lucille & C 
Boyce & Marsh 
Blanche Calloway 
Al Norman 
Lander Bros 
Crystal 3 

Keith’s (6) 
Russian Revels 
Mildred H Chaplin 
Bomby Co 

Ted Healy 
Armida 

Stevens Bros & 8 
Ted gar Orch 


(30) 
Willle Mauss 
F & G Hubert 
Harry J Conley Co 
Welcome Lewis 
Hal LeRoy Co 
Yorke & King 
Barney Rapp Or 
CHICAGO 
Palace (6) 
$ St John Bros 
Nick Lucas 
Weist & Stanton 
Floyd Gibbons 
wenatetie, Sees Co 


30) 
Renoff Renova & B 
Withers & Moran | 
Bud Harris & B 


Sheldon & 
Donatella 
Carleton & 
Devito & Denny 
3 St John Bros 


(30) 
Bill Robinson Rev 
CLEVELAND 
. Palace (6) 
Lucky Boys 
Hobart Bosworth 
Neville Fleeson Co 





Dave Harris Co 

Edith Karen Co 
(30) 

3 St John Bros 

Alice Joy 

Pillard & Hillier 

Colby & Murray Rv 


NASHVILLE 

Princess (5-10) 
Edison & Louise 
Raymond & Ann 
Hickey Bros 
(Others to fill) 


NEW ORLEANS 
Keith’s (6) 
3 Bredwins 
Jackson & Gardner 
(Two to fill) 
(30) 


Gray Fam 

Frank DeVoe 

Welch & Hill 

Donatella Bros Co 
AK 


Keith’s (6) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 
Johnny Perkins 
Rath Bros 


(30) 
Clemens Belling 
Al Abbott 
Harrison & Elmo 
Joe Herbert 
B & R Goman 

OMAHA 
Keith’s (6) 
June Carr 
Willie West & McG 

(30) 
Reems Rio & K 
Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich 

PORTLAND 
Keith’s (6) 
Dainty Ann Howe 

Joe Kelso 
James Hall 
Hill & Hoffman 
Carl Freed 


(30) 
How'rd S'delle & B 
Lorraine & Digby 
Bob Ripa 
Sid Page 
Thomas 56 

PROVIDENCB 
Keith’s (6) 
Swan Lucille & C 

Birdie Reeve 
Barney Rapp Oroh 
Lewis & Ames 

Al Norman 
Mangean aerate 


) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 
Foley & LaTour 
Landt 3 & White 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
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1560 Broadway 








A & F Lake 
Don Redman Orch 


(30) 
Corbitt & Convey 
Sis of Skillet 
Wm & Joe Mandel 
Weist & Stanton 
Jas Kirkwood 

105th St. (6) 
Frances White 
Ryan & Noblette 
Pickard’s Co 
Renoff Renova & B 

(30) 
Fiochi Sis 
Snoozer Jr 
Jordan & Woods 
Summers & Hunt 

DENVER 

Keith’s (6) 
Madeline Patrice 
Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Sanborne 
Golden Blondes 


(30) 
DeW'lf M'te'lf & F 
Carleton & Ballew 
Willie West & McG 
Mitzi Green 

DES MOINES 


Paramount (10-12) 
Pilliard & Hillier 
(Others to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Keith's (6) 
3 French Misses 
Reems Rio & K 


Gracie Barry 
Larry Rich Co 


Harlan & St John 
Eddie Garr 
Blumberg’s Co 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (6) 
Sunshine Sammy 
Summers & Hunt 
Sis of Skillet 
Dawn Sis & @ 


(30) 
3 Aces 
Scooter Lowry 
Bert Lytell 
Ryan & Noblette 
Naro Lockford 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (6) 
Large & Morgner 
Sibylla Bowan 
Milt Douglas 
Peter Higgins 
White & Manning 
3 


(30) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Neal Sis 
Johnny Perkins 
Rath Bros 

SEATTLE 

Keith’s (6) 
Jack Gwynne 
Benny Ross 
Barney Grant Co 

(30) 
Dainty Ann Howe 
Joe Kelso 
James Hall 





Co 





30) 
Ted Lewia Orch 


Hill & Hoffman 
Cari Freed 


TRENTON 
Capitol 
Ist half (6-9) 


Dorothy Co 
Mickey McGuire 
Chester Fredericks 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Mann Bradf'd & W 
2d half (10-12) 
Joe Mandis Co 
Marcy Bros & B 
Landt 3 & White 
Joe Penner 
Blanche & Biliott 
2d half (3-5) 
Jack Hedley 3 


Art Frank Co 

Bomby Co 

Dave Vine 

Sylvia & Clements 

TORONTO 

Hippodrome (6) 

3 Acca 

Casa & Lehn 

Everett Marshall 

Roscie Arbuckle 

Doc Baker Rev 


(30) 
Chevalier Bros & A 
Vie Oliver 
Grace Hayes 





Glenn & Jenkins 
Georges Carpentier 





Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (4) 
Abe Lyman Orch 
Morton Downey 
Viloz & Yolando 
Milton Berle 
Madeline Killean 


Boulevard 
ist half (6-9) 
Zingone 
Joe Lewis 
Roxy Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Ruth Ford 
Rhythm Fantasy 
Collins & Petersen 
(One to fill) 

Orpheum 
ist half (6-9) 
Monroe & Grant 
Joseph P- Jones Co 
Stone & Lee 
Marcellus Dancers 
(One to fill) 
2a half (10-12) 
Zingone 
Jas Kirkwood Co 


Solly Ward Co 

Buster West 

Borah Minevitch Ba 
State (6) 


4 Casting Stara 

Reilly Kids 

(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN 


Gates 
Ist half (6-9) 
Ruth Ford 
Harry Howard 
(Three to fill) 





2d half (10-12) 


Joseph P Jones Co 
Joe Lewis 
(Three to fill) 
Metropolitan (5) 
Lee Lee Lee & Lee 
Reis & Dunn 
Pennington & J 
F Henderson Orch 
(One to fill) 
Valencia (5) 
Nelson's Elephants 
Jack Mulhall 
Vaughn DeLeath 
Mills Kirk & M 
Billy Wells 4 
ASTORIA 


Triboro 
Ist half (6-9) 
Ken Whitmer Co 
Ben Markus Co 
Seed & Austin 
Anne Pritchard Co 
(One to fill) 
24 half (10-12) 
Bob Robison 
Gus Edwards Co 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (6) 
Gautier’s Toy Shop 
Edith Bow 
Pat Rooney & Jr 
Lew Pollock Co 
Herman Timberg Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Toew's (6) 
Rio. Rita 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (6) 
Laing Bros 
Willing Rev 
Yvette Rugel 
Joe Morris Co 
Serge Flash 
PALISADES 
Loew 


*s (6) 
DeLorna 
Mile Mitat 
Randow 4 





WARNER 








ELIZABETH 
Ritz 
Ist half (6-9) 
Adler & Bradford 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (10-12) 
Vie Oliver 
Bavarian Bd 
(Three to fill) 
Ist half (29-1) 
Jas Evans Co 
Morley Sis 
Chase & La Tour 
Greenlee & Rogers 
Gallo & Tisen 
2d half (2-5) 
Armand & Perez 
Small & Mays 
New Faces 
Stone & Lee 
Royal Cadets 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (5) 
Marty & Nancy 





Fred Keating Co 


Fred Coots Co 
Warren Williams 
Betty Davis 

Harry Hirasfield 
Rosette & - gt a 


(29 
Gordon's Dogs 
4 Queens 
Pease & Nelson 
Edgar Bergen 
Jack Mulhall 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Lewis & Ames 
Rimacs 

WASHINGTON 
Earle (5) 
Little Pipifax 
Smith & Puck 
Stuart & Lash 
Glorious "eg 


(29) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Kramer & Boyle 
Rosette & Luttman 
Little Jack Little 





Fanchon & Marco 








BROOKLYN 
Fox (6) 


‘Gobs of Joy’ I 
Arthur ‘Pat’ Weat 
Lee Port & D 
Pablo 

Eimer Herlin 
Marie 
Myrna Modle 
Sunkist Ens 


BALTIMORE 
Century (6) 
‘Star Night’ If 
Betty Compson 
Danny Heck 
Roy Bradley 
Consuelo Gonzales 
Paul Jones 
Steve Savage 
Anna Chang 
Judy & Cheron 
Julian Hall 
Dorothy June 


arter 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (6) 
‘Rhapsody in R’' I 
Betty Fraser 
Paul Sydell & 8 
Johnny Bryant 
Crawford & Caskey 
Markert Ens 
BUFFAIA 
Baffalo (6) 
‘Hello Parree’ 
Ghezzi Bros 
Lynn Cowan Co 
Ramon & Virginia 
Roshier & Shags 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (6) 
‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 
Pluto 
Novelle Bros 
Foster & Van 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
Minnie Mouse Ens 
Arnaut Bros 
Tivoli (6) 
‘Night Club’ I 
Holland & Knight 
Deszo Retter 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 


__.. Uptown (6) 

Happiness Show’ I 

Eddie Peabody 

Jessie Draper 

Jack & Jerry 

Joy Boys 

Mary and Marte 

Martha Vaughn 

Tom & Hank 

CINCINNATI 
Albee (6) 

Chains’ I 

Gold & Raye 

Paul Mall 

Frank Stever 

Karels & Kay 

Georgene & Henry 

Sunkist Ens 


‘Birthday Party’ 
Svivia Clark 
T.assiter Bros 
Morgan & Stone 
Bobby Kuhn 
Sylvia Sharp 
Sunkist Ens 


‘Mystery’ I 
Michon Bros 
Du Val 
Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (4) 
‘Star Gazing’ I 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallin & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ens 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (5) 
‘Teddy Joyce’ I 
jen Turpin 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Tamberti 
Blossom Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen-Bessett 
Joyce & Garv 
MADISON 
Orpheum (6) 
Trixie Friganza I 
Moro & Yaconelli 





Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 





Stadler Rose 38 
Paul Howard 


VARIETY 











Bunny Bronsoa 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 2 
Ken Syner 
Ina Ray 
Victor Griffin 
MEMPHIS 
State (6) 
‘Reflections’ I 
Russel M’'coni 
Marietta 
Ward & Pinkie 
Don Neece 
Sunkist Ens 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (6) 
‘Buddies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Doughboys 
NEW HAVEN 
Paramount (6) 
‘Chicago Fairest’ 
Bayes & Speck 
Nadine 
Russian Canines 
Beth Lewis 
Carlyle Bennett 
Lucille & LaVerne 
Gimeege Fairest’ 
NE ORLEANS 
State (6) 
Bert Walton's I 
Pepito 
Jack Randall 
Johnny Hyman 
H Nawrott Eng 
OAKLAND 
Fox (5) 
‘Sweet and Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Cc & C Stroud 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 


a& J 


ST. LOUIS 
‘ox (6) 

‘Malibu Beach’ & 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Gilbert Bros 
Henri Therriea 
Sunkist Ens 


SAN DIEGO 
¥F 


ox 
ist half (5-7) 

‘Cherry Blossoms I 
Frank Gaby 
Orantos 
Dorothea 
Jue Fong 
Sunkist Ene 


SAN 


‘Stitch in Time’ 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
& De Cardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Topsy Lee 
Torney Ens 
SEATTLE 
Sth Ave. (%) 
‘Edwards’ Sta 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Bill Aronsoa 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagtiacet 
John Tio 
TOBONTO 
(6) 


‘Tahiti’ I 


Bernardo De Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Gresham & Biake 
Park & Clifford 





Gus Bimore 














JACK POWELL 
Brilliantly Banging Out 


BEATS & BELLY 














Roy Cummings 
Flo Robertson 





Fields & Bell 
Crosby Bros 


LAUGHS 
Via 
LEDDY & SMITH 
Al Rinker Lloyd Robert Miller 
Catchalots Sunkist Bins 
PHILADELPHIA VANCOUVER 
Fox (6) Orpheum (4) 
‘Clean Up’ I ‘Movie Circua’ 
Mills & Shea Monte Blue 
Rhythmettes Monroe Bros 
Alex Callam Paco Moreno 
Jimmy Hadreas Realtor 
Joe Christy Freethy Ens 
Verna Syivia & R WASHINGTON 
Sunkist Ens Fox Loew (6) 
PORTLAND ‘Veils’ I 

Paramount (4) Zelda Santley 
‘Ubangi’ I Roy Rogers 
Gilda Gray Conrad's Pigeons 


Edna Errico 
Madline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 
Sunkist Ens 





LONDON 





Victoria Palace 
Geraldo Orch 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Mal & Dina 

Gen Weldon Co. 
Willlams & Hayd’n 
Jack Stanford 
Olive del Mar 

Hal Duke 

Oliver Wanefield 
FINSBURY PARK 


Em 
Harold Walden 
Allen & Gordon 
Barker & Wynne 
Billy Cotton Bd 
Hutch 
Katrina & Valerie 
5 Bonos 





Murray & Mooney 
Mite & Welford 


Week of Aug. 1 


NEW CROSS 
Murray & Mooney 
O’Gorman Bros 
Erinie Hayne 
3 Marinos 
Greene Sis 
Coraldos Orch 
Buckleys 


STRATFORD 


a 
Herschel Henlere 
Lucille Benstead 
Bobby Olrac 
Leon & Deslys 
Jock McKay 
Ben Weston 

Pell & IAttle 

3 Jossers 

Niobe 








RYAN and NOBLETTE 


“are both original and funny.” 
Washington ‘Post, W. EB N. 














PROVINCIAL 





Howard Rogers 
Geo Betters 
Alfredo Orch 
Young & Younger 
Gertrude Concann'n 
3 Petites 
Edw Lawrence 
Slim Rhyder 
EDINBURGH 


Empire 
Derek Oldham 
Linda Singh 
Leap Year Walters 
Charlie Higgins 
Short & Dalziel 
Sita Dev 
Nicol & Martie 


Week of Aug. 1 


Desmond 8 
B & E Franklyn 
GLASGOW 


Em 

Babe Egan Co 
B & A Pearson 
Anna Rogers 
Wal Langtry 
Norman Clare 
Sam Barton 
Low Bernoft & W 

NOTTINGHAM 
Ted Ray 
Power & Bendon 
Risco Gypsy Girls 
Jim & Ethel Clark 
Jack Warman 
Tessa Deane 





Alien & Le Vole 





Cabaret Bills 





Central P’k Casino 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Club Calais 
Jean Malin 
lew Garcia Orch 
Francis Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Colleen Adams 
Enters & Borgia 

Connie’s Inn 


Baron Lee Orch 

J’zziips Richardson 

3 Little Words 

Alice Joyce 

Cora Green 

Baby Cox 

Glennie Cheesman 

Paul Meeres 

Lois Deppe 

Willie Jackson 

Bon Bon Buddies 
Cotton Club 

Aida Ward 

Henri Wessel 

Swan & Lee 

Anise Boyer 

Roy Atkins 

Peaches & Duke 

Brown & McGraw 





NEW YORK CITY 


Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Don Redman Orch 
H’llyw’d Restaur’t 
Tommy Tucker Or 
Barron Judeth 
Faith Bacon 
Andre 4 
4 Cliimax’s 
Theo Thane 
John Walsh 

Nat Clob 
4 Eton Boys 
Nutsy Fagan 
Vie Dunne 
Joan Sennett 
Walsh Bros 
Billie Lane 
Ia Belle Rose 
3 Crane Sis 
3 Taylor Sis 
Casper & Lake 
Bobbie Tremaine 
Cook Sis 
La Belle Rose 
Enoch Light Orch 


Paramount Grill 


Beth Challis 
H’ly’w Collegtans 
Melba Mason 





Oscar Grogaa 








| Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (29) 


Harry Richmaa 
Jack Haley 
Frances Williams 
Vivian Fay 
5 Jansleys 
Crawfords 
‘Sunnybrook Farm’ 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (29) 
Bert Lahr 
Eddie Lowry 
Eleanor Powel 
Pearl Osgood 


Vivian Janis 
‘Man Called 
BUFFALO 
Baffalo (29) 
Lillian Roth 
Natacha Nattova 
4 Flushers 
Ducalion 
‘First Year’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (29) 
Lake Harris & 
Tom Dick & H 
Joe Griffin 





D & E Barstow 
‘Stranger in Town’ 





Julie Jenner 
Rainbow Ina 
Chris Pender 
Selma King 
Rudolph & Chicita 
Al Goldman 
Honey Maye 
Frankie Freda Or 
Russian Arts 
Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 
Misha Usanofft 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 

Village Barn 
Reilly & Comfort 


Pope & Thompson 
Bernice Short 


Cafe de Alex 
Marie Valday 
Maria Alvarez 
Enrico Clausi 
Gorde Birch Orch 

Dells 


Ritz Bros 
J & E Torrence 
Joan Abbott 


Elmer Turner 
Jimmy Baskette 
Bobby Sawyer 
Norman Astwood 
4 Blazes 

Alma Smith 
Crockett M'tneera 
Ted Faith & Kris 
Emily Day 

Babs Perkins 
Sh’rift J'sh Medders 
B'shf'l H’'k Warren 
Teddy Biack Orch 


Hunter Isle Ina 
Geo Owen Orch 
Buddy Kennedy 
Kerr R'usseaus & K 
Edith Griffith 
Kentucky 2 


Pavillion Royal 





Guy Lombardo Orch 


CHICAGO 


Inna Miraeva 
Vera Streleska 
Vova Prozenko 
Prin Gedevanova 
Marutsia Morozova 
Jasha Yakovieff 
Shura Petroff 


Terrace Garden 


Tex Morrisey 
Rome & Dunn Florrie O'Day 
Gus Arnheim Orch Reynolds Sis 


Edgewater Beach 
Irene Taylor 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Roades 
Emil DeSolvi 
Harlan Hassburg 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Frolics 
Romo Vincent 
Rose & Ray Lyte 
Lillian Barnes 
Yvonne Morrow 
Ruby Shaw 
George Devron Or 
Rassian Village 
George Nelldoff 


Ist World Tie-Up 


oo 


Libby & Katya 
Joe Cassidy 
Frankie Masters Or 


Lincoln Tavern 
Louise Cook 
Ivy Anderson 
Kid Charleston 
Fredi & Moriet 
Earl Burtnett Or 

Vanity Fair 

Jack White 
Julia Gerity 
LaFayette & LaV 
Genevieve Tigh 
Leo Wolf Orch 
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are distributed by.Gaumont-British. 
Paramount is not anxious to take 
on more British films than are nec- 
essary for its quota purposes, am- 
ply met by the B, & D. productions, 
but may have to increase the total 
a half dozen films in order to line 
up with Gaumont British. 

Also, some arrangement will prob- 
ably have to be made to take care 
of Fox’s present considerable hold- 
ings in G-B. 

Also pertiment is that Gaumont is 
in exceptionally good shape at pres- 
ent, By lining up with Paramount 
and Ufa it is practically lining up its 
400 odd theatres for these firms also. 
For that Gaumont would like the 
assurance from Paramount that a 
certain number of its British pro- 
ductions get a break in United 
States theatres. Paramount is 
amenable to bringing over Euro- 
pean product for American showing 
but is somewhat timid about defi- 
nitely affirming such a condition 
without seeing the finished product. 

What is helping the deal consid- 
erably is the fact that Gaumont al- 
ready is allied to Ufa by way of a 
contract signed between these two 
companies about two months ago. 
This combination is already work- 
ing on some multt-linguals, one a 
picture starring Lilian Harvey just 
completed and a second, untitled, 
for which Ann Dvorak sailed from 
New York recently. 

Ufa-Par Relations 


Ufa and Paramount have been on 
friendly terms for a number of 
years and have always been ready 
to co-operate. A number of early 
Ufa films, in the silent days, were 
brought to America by Paramount 
and given a pretty heavy play. Also 
Ufa and Paramount have been mak- 
ing a joint newsreel for Germany 
for the past couple of years. 

Joseph H. Seidleman of Para- 
mount is currently in London with 
John Hicks, his chief of English 
speaking territories and they have 
been in constant touch with Gau- 
mont officials. A number of im- 
portant Ufa officials are also cur- 
rently in London, the preliminary 
Ufa-Paramount negotiations hav- 
ing been held via cable in New 
York and secret confabs in Paris. 

When and if the thing goes 
through Paramount will be the first 
American company set in Europe to 
cope with the new quota laws of 
France and Germany. In France 
the new law doesn’t worry Par be- 
cause it allows for local production 
and dubbing, and in Germany the 
Ufa tieup would make Par locally 
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by Metro im remake of 
Sister.’ 





Muriel Vernon at Col. 
Muriel Vernon, former picture 
editor of the Chicago ‘Journal,’ wij 
be added to Col's publicity depart. 

ment to handle fashion stuff, 





Maritza Injured 
Sarie Maritza was Severely 
bruised last week when her carp 
crashed into two other machines on 
Hollywood Blvd. Actress treated 
at the hospital and taken home, 





Felix Young Walks 
Felix Young resigned as an age 
sociate producer at Universal when 
Carl Laemmile, Jr., refused to tilt 
his check after the preview of 
‘Okay, America.’ 


Two Want Merivale 
Both Metro and Fox are dickering 
for Philip Merivale, currently here 
at the Biltmore in ‘Cynara.’ 





Joins Story Board 
Irene Francis, head of Para- 
mount’s story department, has been 
added to the _ studio's editorial 
board. 





Sheehan's Title 
Winfield Sheehan succeeds Jo«- 
seph Schnitzer as second vice-pres- 
ident of the Producers’ Association, 


Beauty Out 
Arletta Duncan, beauty winnes, 
has been dropped from U's contract 
player list. 





Myers Agenting 
Deal between Walter Myers and 
Joyce & Selznick is off. Myers 
is starting his own agency, 





Maizlish Out 
Harry Maizlish, exploiteer for 
Warner's local houses, has been 
dropped. Solly Dolgan, assistant in 
the department, will take over his 
post, 





Tabloid ‘Whoopee’ Aug. 10 
*Whoopee’ in tabloid form opens 
at Loew’s State here Aug. 10. 


Prolog for ‘Street’ 

Stage prolog produced by Jack 
Laughlin will augment U’s ‘Back 
Street’ opening at the Carthay Cir- 
cle Aug. 4. roduction carries the 
title of ‘Melodies of the World.’ 





Secret Material Hunt 
James R. Shackelford and Georgé 
Dromgold left here last week for 
South America in search of ma- 
terlal for a travel series. Major 
studio financing but they won't tell 
which one, 





Lita Chaplin on Job 
Lita Grey Chaplin here after come 
pleting her RKO route and started 
making tests at Fox for her picture 
with her children. 





Carillo Coming Back 
Leo Carillo returns from Hono- 
lulu Aug. 14 where he has been 
with the Dufwin stock operated by. 
William McCurdy. Starts in Joe 
seph Schnitzer’s ‘Freedom’ the next 
day. 


Warned on Title 
Edward Small insists he will use 
the original title on Jack Lait’s ‘If 
Christ Came to Chicago,’ despite 
paretng to desist by the Hays of« 
ce 





Par After ‘Jest’ 

Par 1s negotiating for ‘The Jest’ 
in which John and Lionel Barrys 
more appeared on the stage. Stue 
dio figures it for an all star cast. 


Week’s Sick List 

lll this week in Hollywood are Mrs. 
Chico Marx, recovering from an 
abdominal operation; Ralph Graves, 
under medical observation at the 
Cedars of Lebanon Hospital; Count 
Alain de Leche, Metro French ver- 
sion writer, in hospital for ob- 
servation; Zeppo Marx, confined to 
him home with threatened pneu- 
monia; Henry Hennigson, U studio 
jormead X-rayed for stomach con- 

on, 





Selwyn Yarn for Novarro 
‘Man on the Nile,’ original by Ed- 
gar Selwyn, next for Ramon No- 
varro at Metro. Star has been on 

a vacation for several months, 


Burr Paying Off 

Wage claims against C. C. Burr 
for ‘Western Limited’ have been 
consolidated. He makes immediate 
payment of 55% of the claims. In 
addition to Estelle Taylor's claim 
for $2,155, Lucan Prival is seeking 
$466, Eddie Kane $350 and Ger- 
trude Astor $250. 


16 MISSISSIPPI FAIRS 


Birmingham, Aug. 1. 
Only 16 fairs have.set dates in 
Mississippi this fall according to 
the Mississippi Fair Association at 
Jackson. Indicates the fair season 

is going to be light as a feather. 
Major event, the Mississippi Stat® 
Fair at Jackson, has been set for 











okay. 


Oct. 10-15. 
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Olympic Press Has Its Grumbles, 
Profit from Games Seems Certain 








Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Local committee handling the 
Olympic games has been put on the 
pan by the regiment of newspaper- 
men here from all parts of the 
world to cover the events, Under- 
cover criticism is that the financial 
aspects of the games is dominating 
the committee, playing of favorites 
jn extending privileges, and the 
general indifference to the visiting 


press. 

With 1,500 newspaper men in 
town for the games no provision 
was made to entertain them until 
the mayor’s committee stepped in 
working with the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. The Nurmi turn- 


down also burr +d the scribes. 

One of the reasons ascribed to 
the neglect of newspapermen goes 
back to the general passing out of 
complimentary ducats months ago, 
when almost anyone claiming a 
press affiliation was given a pass. 
This left the committee with few 
free tickets on hand, and resulted in 
an arbitrary attitude toward the 
more important press writers when 
they arrived. 

Mayor's committee and the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce held 
a dinner for the scribes the night 
before the opening of the games. 
These two groups got busy n ex- 
tending a welcoming hand when 
Zack Farmer, director-in-chief of 
the Olympics committee, stated that 
no provisions were contained in the 
protocol for newspaper entertain- 
ment. William Creakbaum, in 
charge of all publicity of Olympic 
games, took a similar attitude. 


Reporters Given Runaround 


Creakbaum proved a difficult of- 
ficial to reach for out-of-town 
newspapermen. They were given a 
general runaround with secretary 
after secretary passing the buck. 
Even after getting to this official 
with their credentials, the press 
boys had to wait from four to six 
days for an okay. 

General criticlsm toward the 
committee is that it is looking to- 
ward the financial success of the 
games rather than any other fea- 
ture. 

With an advance sale of $1,600,- 
000 against a nut of $1,750,000, fi- 
nancial success seems assured. 
Even without a penny going through 
the stiles there could have been 
nothing lost except to the taxpay- 
ers of California and the City of 
Los Angeles, since the former ap- 
propriated $1,500,000 for the games 
and the city $1,000,000. 

Understood that committee which 
underwrote the meet promised that 
the State will get back some of its 
money from profits of the games 
while the city of Los Angeles will 
have the Olympic Stadium handed 
to it. Transfer of the latter was 
the agreement with the Community 
Development Association, which 
erected the Coliseum, and has since 
been paid in full from a percentage 
of the gate from the University of 
Southern California football games, 
and other events held there. 

Instrumental in the activities of 
the Community Development Asso- 
ciation is William May Garland, 
who is America’s representative on 
the International committee, and is 
also the head of the local commit- 
tee, 

Look For Profit 


Taxpayers see a profit from the 
Bames and are asking what is to 
be done with it inasmuch as no 
Olympic Games in the past have 
shown in the black and no provi- 
sion seems to have been made for 
carrying over a profit. 

A profit is also apparently being 
made from Olympic Village where 
550 portable houses each accom- 
modate four athletes. Cost for 
feeding and housing participants is 
Charged at $2 a head a day, money 
being Provided by the smaller 
national committees scattered 
throughout the countrty which have 
raised the funds. Olympic com- 
mittee is in on the two conces- 
Sions at the Village. These are the 
cafeteria and stand for the ac- 
cCommodation of visitors to the ath- 
letes’ quarters. Committee takes a 
daily percentage. Same from the 
parking space on the lot, where 
Persons visiting the Village are 


» 


get closer than a quarter mile from 
the gate with machines. 

No expense has been attached to 
the general games committee for 
the care of the American athletes. 
Cost for this was taken care of by 
the selling of buttons at 50 cents 
a throw. 


Outside Cities’ Cash 


Similarly outside cities threw 
cash into the events. Long Beach 
appropriated $500,000 for work on 
the estuary where throwing and 
boating contests will take place. 
But there’s no provision made for 
any return on this investment. 
Beach city figured it was worth the 
half million for advertising. Pasa- 
dena also threw in $50,000 for im- 
proving its Rose Bowl in order to 
hold the cycling events. They get 
no return either. 

There will probably be the ex- 
pected and usual squawks after the 
games are over. 


SCHAAF AND UCZUDUN 
ELIMINATE EACH OTHER 


By JOE BIGELOW 


Ernie Schaf and Paulino Uczudun 
boxed at the Garden’s Long Island 
bowl Monday (25) in what was de- 
scribed by the management as the 
first of a series of elimination bouts 
to pick an opponent for Champion 
Jack Sharkey. The fight came in 
handy chiefly because it left two 
less heavyweights to contend with. 
The boys eliminated each other. 

The fight lived up to advance pre- 
dictions in being an uninteresting, 
routine, heavyweight affair despite 
that the contestants waltz beauti- 
fully together. Customers smelled 
it ahead of time and stayed away. 
About 5,000 showed up, of which 
maybe 25% were dead ducks. The 
huge bowl looked like the Roxy 
balcony on Good Friday. 

Paulino is generally conceded to 
be washed up as far as champion- 
ship possibilities are concerned, but 
it was figured the fight might further 
Shaaf’s standing. But on his show- 
ing against t1.e ancient Paulino, the 
blond Jerseyite no more merits a 
shot at the heavyweight title than 
Lou Holtz. 

Three’s a Crowd 


The boys started to bore early. 
Around about the third round it 
commenced to look like an adagio 
act with Referee McPartland mak- 
ing it three’s a crowd. Shaaf would 
jab his way into an opening, then 
send one smartly in. Paulino would 
proceed to act like a truck hit him. 
But Schaaf elected to stand there 
and wait for the aged Uczudun to 
topple over. That failure to follow 
up marked Schaaf’s performance 
throughout. Either he didn’t want 
to hurt an old gent or he wasn’t in 
a thinking mood, 

Paulino took the worst of it all 
the way through but he managed to 
get in a few licks himself. With 
Schaaf considerably taller, Paulino 
had, to jump at his target. Every- 
body but Schaaf saw the jumps 
coming a block away. Ernie felt 
them before he saw them. 

The decision met with audience 
satisfaction if the fight itself didn’t. 
It was a bad example of uninspired 
match making. 

Preliminaries 


In the semi-final a newcomer 

named Tony Shucco made a meat 
ball out of James J. Braddock’s 
mid-section and generally annihi- 
lated Jimmy. It was one-sided and 
the lack of opposition made Shucco 
look unusually good. As a result, on 
this problematical showing, the 
Garden already has him slated fora 
main bout. In the past a fighter had 
to wade through some fairly for- 
midable competition before getting 
a headline position on a Garden 
card. 
If through some way or another 
Schaaf gets the title crack, and 
Sharkey is still champ, an impor- 
tant business matter will have to be 
ironed out. Schaaf and Sharkey 
happen to have the same manager. 











DALTON’S SECOND 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
Dalton Bros., veteran coast bur- 
lesque stock producers, opened the | 
Arcade, former downtown picture 





house, Saturday (30) as second unit 


tabbed 25 cents as vehicles cannot! of their burlesque string. 


Fight At Sea 


= 


(Continued from page 1) 


any connection with the enterprise 
when queried and referred his in- 
terrogator to the Ocean Tourist 
Club, New York, for information. 





Investigation in New York failed 
to reveal the whereabouts or ex- 
istence of an Ocean Tourists’ Club. 
Nor had any of the leading steam- 
ship lines, they averred, heard of 
the club or its scheme. 


LEONARD MASTER BOXER 
OF PAST AND PRESENT 


By JACK PULASKI 


Benny Leonara stepped into the 
ring at Queensboro Thursday (28) 
and brought smiles to the maps of 
friends and newspapermen with 
the classiest boxing exhibition of 
the summer. For most of the 10 
rounds he toyed with Billy Town- 
send, tough, hard-hitting welter 
from Vancouver. Billy, who was a 
child when Benny started scrap- 
ping, was outclassed. 

Leonard has been training for a 
comeback for a year, and in several 
appearances the indications were 
not so favorable. He insisted he 
retained his wallop, and last week 
when he came in at 151 pounds no 
surplus weight was noticed around 
the mid-section. He pulled up his 
trunks and brushed back the thin- 
ning hair in the same manner as 
when he was lightweight champion. 

That he took on Townsend meant 
that Leonard is now confident that 
he is ready to meet any welter. He 
is pointing for Jimmy McLarnin, a 
match that should attract a throng. 
If he hurdles ‘Baby Face’ he’ll be 
back in the big money—something 
no fighter in retirement so long has 
ever done. Reported last week that 
instead of McLarnin, the Garden 








Minsky Shows at 


Gaiety-Central 


Might Be a Feud, and Might Not 


By Joe Bigelow 





GAIETY 

The Minskys of Ol’ Vaginny are 
feuding, sah. Broadway is the bat- 
tleground, and the object is that 
elusive clientele called the Bur- 
lesque Public. Ammunition used by 
the belligerent members of the 
Minsky tribe consists of stripping 
to the hips by the girls who pull 
down the shades when they undress 
at home, and comedians who by 
now are convinced that they’re not 
so funny, but merely filling in while 
the paid-up ILA.T.S.E. members 
shift scenery for another stripper. 

One report is that the fireworks 
started when Col. Abe Minsky reck- 
lessly boasted that he could down 
more mint juleps at a sitting than 
Col. Herbert K, Minsky. In Vaginny 
and among the Minskys that means 
fight, sah. There are other reported 
reasons, too, and Col. Izzy Herk is 
prominently mention in connection 
with several. 

Still another rumor, and pretty 
generally accepted, is that the feud 
is just a business proposition, sah, 
and that Col. Abe and Col. Herbert 
are only foolin’, 

Col. Abe, through splitting from 
the clan, is running the Gaiety. 
Col. Herbert and the rest of the 
boys are operating the Central and 
the Republic. Both of the latter are 
now in stock, but Col. Herk’s Co- 
lumbia wheel rolls into the Central 
in September. The general idea is 
that through having three Broad- 
way houses the Minsky family has 
the Broadway burlesque situation 
pretty well sewed up. Another 
huach is that they can have it. 

Col. Abe’s layout outdoes Col. 
Herbert’s, which opened the same 
day (Friday) at the Central. Both 
are basically twin entertainments, 
founded as they are upon stripping, 
but Col. Abe’s Gaiety outfit is bet- 
ter dressed and the routine a bit 
more diversified. The mixing of 
some legitimate people and vaude- 
ville novelties with the strip stuff 
puts Col. Abe’s venture in the lead. 
The grind calls for four-a-day, with 





was dickering for Dickie Fields for 
a welter title bout against Leon- 
ard. 

Leonard gave strict attention to 
his boxing. With set face, he never 
took his eyes off Townsend. At 
times he was flat-footed waiting for 
Billy to come in. Often he stepped 
in and out with what seemed like 
the old speed. He was inside the 
punches or he ducked, then tied up 
the towhead from the west. Nearly 
always he stuck out the left and 
tantalized Townsend until the last 
bell. Benny shot over. several 
rights, but apparently not quite to 
the button. 


Talked Out of Jam 


That Benny hasn’t forgotten any- 
thing was shown in the fourth 
round when Billy tagged him with a 
hard right. There was a rather 
prolonged clinch during which the 
old master talked himself out of a 
jam, advising Townsend how to 
punch and so forth—just as he did 
when Lew Tendler had him a bit 


a 75c top at night. Gaiety has no 
runway. 

There aren’t any programs, and 

the least deserving member of the 
company is the only one receiving 
billing. She’s Billie Shaw, a strip- 
per who can’t follow two hours of 
stripping up ahead. The novelties 
are a girl -nake dancer from the 
nite clubs and a turn composed of 
a girl and a horse, both posing in 
gilt makeup and known in vaude- 
ville as the Golden Horse. A boy 
dancer who doubles on the hoof and 
at the saxophone, contortionist girl, 
number leading sister team, and a 
clever mixed stepping trio are the 
legit people and the best received 
members of the show at the open- 
ing night’s performance. 
Four comics, none mentioned by 
name, and two straight men limp 
through the fill-in scenes without 
landing a solid laugh, although 
going the limit in dirt.~ One of the 
straights provides the only show- 
stopper with an ‘Ol’ Man River’ 
solo, but othery,ise looks and works 
like he was scared by Harry Rich- 
man. 





woozy, and when Willie Ritchie up- 
set him at the old Garden. After 
that Leonard was not in danger. 

When Leonard was the champ it 
was said of him that he did more 
for boxing than any fighter of his 
time, because of his clean style and 
likable personality in and out of the 
ring. That was all brought back 
during his performance last week. 
At 37 he comes back to the fistic 
field, and from the way the sports 
writers handled the Townsend 
meeting he has their best wishes. 
As for his former fans, that goes 


Canzoneri-Petrolle 
Next Monday Tony Canzoneri de- 
fends the lightweight title against 
Billy Petrolle at the Garden bowl. 
This Thursday (4) the Polo Grounds 
will offer McLarnin and Brouillard. 





NEW CLEVELAND TRY 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 

Another attempt to bring burlesk 
back to this town, which has hoo- 
dooed every burly venture for five 
years, will be made this fall by 
Dick Zeisler, former manager of the 
Cameo. 

Columbia wheel shows will be 
played and negotiations are on for 
a house being handled by Maurice 
Singer. 


$500,000 BATHHOUSE 


Rockaway, L. 1. «uy. 1. 
Rockaway’s new municipal pa- 


vilion to accommodate 10,000 bath- 
ers which was erected in Jacob Riis 
Park, will be opaned Saturday. 
Project cost $500,000. Max Fuchs 
has the concession rights. 





Individual strips are performed 
by four women, but they’re not get- 
ting as much response as formerly. 
The reason seems to be too much 
opposish from the chorus. At the 
Gaiety the 24 line girls pose in the 
nude at least a half dozen times 
during the show, at one time even 
serving as a scenic background for 
the comedians. It’s not tough 
enough to land a laugh or two in 
burlesque nowadays, so they toss 
in brassiereless girls in the same 
scene. 

Troupe number: about 40 people, 
and locks rather heavy for this sort 
of operation. Opening bill’s cos- 
tumes are far above the burlesque 
average, while special scenery in 
the background is_ surprisingly 
good. 

House carries the exposure motif 
all the way out to the door, the 
ticket chopping lassie and the ush- 
erettes providing a gam display be- 
tween stockings and trunks a la 
Dietrich. 

The strip stuff, become the basis 
of burlesque, appears to have gone 
as far as -it can go. The women 
can’t remove the loin covering, and 
they’re down to that now. Last 
season’s stripping started mildly 
and wound up just beyond the 
horizon, This season it’s the equator. 
Which may give Minsky burlesque 
a flight across both poles before the 
season is two months old. 

Survival of this burlesque field is 
possible only through the goodwill 
of the authorities. 





25c TABS; GIFT NIGHTS 
San Francisco, Aug. 1. 
Jack Romig has revived his tab 
company for the Premier, Oakland. 
House operating at a 25c top with 
gift nights, ete. 





CENTRAL 


This 47th street half of the orig- 
inal Minsky firm’s double burlesque 
venture on Broadway—other is the 
Republic—becomes the New York 
spoke of Herk’s Columbia wheel on 
Labor Day or thereabouts. Mean- 
while, it’l seek to get by with 
grind stock. Opening Friday (29) 
was simultaneous with a similar 
project at the block away Gaiety, 
running under Abe Minsky, the 
rebel of the family. 

Herbert K, and Morton Minsky 
and Joe Weinstock are the Central 
operators, having inherited this and 
the 42d street house from the late 
Billy Minsky. Their idea of keeping 
the home fires burning is a routine 
burleycue which even the probable 
utmost in dirt and stripping can’t 
pull out of the routine class. It may 
be that they figure the wheel is 
coming in anyway so no use invest- 
ing too much. At least that’s the 
way it looks. Or maybe they don’t 
want to make it too tough for the 
wheel shows, which could be easily 
understood by anyone who saw last 
season’s brace of Columbia extrav- 
aganzas. 

Mixture of around 20 colored en<« 
tertainers with a white cast of about 
25 is the opening show’s only bid 
for novelty, and not such a new 
idea. The same Minskys have been 
doing it at their Harlem Apollo and 
Jimmy Cooper had a better system 
in the past. 

The whites do all the stripping, 
and plenty, and the colored con<- 
tingent does what there is of the 
entertaining. The white line of 18 
girls is made to look bad by the 
colored contemporaries in dancing, 
but somebody has to do the un- 
dressing. 

Colored section comprises, besides 
the line, two singing singles one 
of whom, with one number, merits‘ 
a better spot. The other, with two 
numbers, doesn’t rate a solo spot 
at all. A neat trio of dancing boys 





get down to work after some com- 
parative loafing up ahead and show 
enough stuff to indicate vaudeville 
potentialities. Their number on three 
wooden boxes painted in dice fash- 
ion may have come from the pic- 
ture houses, as also the act itself, 
Line girls start off smartly with a 
rope skipping routine and later de- 
teriorate to a precision cooch. 

A change of pace, permissiblé 
through the cast’s color scheme, al- 
most saves the show from monotony 
until the three-quarter mark is 
reached. Up to then the routine 
ealls for alternative comedy, en- 
semble, strip and colored numbers. 
But when going into the stretch the 
stager apparently went into a strip 
panic under the impression that 
the boys hadn’t seen enough. Three 
take-offs fall practically in succes- 
sion and the effect is practically 
ruined. That the final stripper, a 
blonde, almost has something to 
show ’em manages to save her in- 
dividuality but the kick, if a kick 
still exists in strip stuff, is dissi- 
pated by repetiticn. 

There has been some revision in 
the art of dud removing this season 
if the stripping by the five Minsky 
strippers is criterion. Not new, just 
bolder. The women have found 
that ‘they not only have to take 
more off nowadays, but they have 
to take it off sooner. One of the 
Central quintet tried the older 
method of so-called ‘teasing,’ taking 
it slow and easy, and she didn’t get 
enough response for an _ encore, 
And when no encore is given for 
lack of response in a _ burlesque 
show, you can imagine. The other 
girls obtained their quota of recalls 
by peeling early and quickly, all 
quitting when the audience saw 
enough of ’em with their brassiereg 
off. 
No programs and nobody is billed, 
It’s contrary to an old and pretty 
well founded amusement axiom to 
effect that show business must de- 
velop personalities. Burlesque drew 
patrons with its personalities once 
upon a time. With the Minskys, 
however, it seems to be a case of 
billing the Minskys as the only 
personalities around. 

Perhaps no billing is just as well 
for the show contains nothing really 
worthy. Even the bladder in Irish 
Justice looked like it was just get« 
ting over a 10% cut. 


HOROWITZ WON'T FIGHT 
COPS—T00O EXPENSIVE 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Harry Horowitz, burlesque im- 
presario, was granted dismissal of 
action brought in Superior court by 
him to restrain Los Angeles police 
from picketing his Main street hip- 
flinging emporium and otherwise 
interfering with business. 
Stated he saw no reason to pay 
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Holland tunnel by watchers because 
police put the rooms temporarily 
out of business. 





Phil Baker still insists that he is 
going to do ‘Laugh It Off,’ but not 
for the summer. Illness and disap- 
pointments have delayed the start, 
he says. 





George S. Kauffman to help stage 
‘Flying Colors,’ new Max Gordon 
show. 





Talk that Eddie Cantor will be 
under George White next season. 
Nothing definite yet. 





Mile. Vallee, suing Maurice Che- 
valier for divorce, puts a snapper in 
the situation by announcing they 
may live together after divorce. 
Contends that the tie that binds 
chafes too much. 





Thelma White, showgirl, explains 
that Max Hoffman, Jr., is getting a 
divorce from her at her request. 
Won't state the reason. 





Namsterdam Realty Corp., owners 
of the New Amsterdam theatre, have 
appl‘ed to the surrogate for permis- 
sion to bring dispossess proceedings 
against C. B. Dillingham, Florenz 
Ziegfeld and Saul J. Baron, as trus- 
tees of the Erlanger estate. The 








Harriet Hoctor back from an 
eight month’s dancing tour of Eu- 
rope. 





Viola Dobos, Hungarian dancer, - completed in 1934. 


brought over here by Lew Leslie, 
and who has been doing cabaret 





work lately, faces deportation. Her 
permit has expired. 
Long Beach, N. Y., undergoing 


annual summer cleaning. About 20 
places raided for gambling, but no 
arrests made, police merely shut- 
ting up the shops. Most of the 
places merely offering slot ma- 
chines. 





Madge Kennedy is looking for a 
play. 





with a new 
Yours.’ 


trio, as the Newam Corp., are $214,- 


155 in default on rental. 





Deems Taylor is planning to work 
n a new opera while abroad. To 





Preston Sturges back from abroad 
play, ‘Unfaithfully 
No plans for it yet. 





Giulo Harnisch, who has been first 


violin under Damrosch and Tosca- 
nini, suing his wife, Ruth, naming 
his landlord’s son as the cause. 





Albertina Rasch going to London 


late this month to stage dances for 
the new Drury Lane spectacle Has- 
sard Short is putting on. 





N. Y. State Alied Printing Trades 


Ted Koehler and Harold Arlen}Council, in session at Glens Falls, 


will do the songs for the new ‘Van- 
ities.’ 





Mrs. Eleanor Lauderdale Burke, 
focmer actress, suing her husband, 
Donald P. Burke, for divorce, charg- 
ing cruelty. In Philadelphia court. 





Saul J. Baron denies he will quit 
as temporary administrator of the 
Erlanger estate. 





Roger Wolfe Kahn has withdrawn 
from the contemplated production of 
‘Ballyhoo.’ 





Forget ‘High Noon.’ It’s going to 
be called ‘There Was I.’ It’s the 
Morgan-Cavett play with Hope Wil- 
liams. . 





Dorothy Brittain, chorus girl, 
named co-respondent in the divorce 
action brought by Mrs. Clifford R. 
Parliman in the N. Y. Supreme 
Court. Mrs. Parliman is the former 
Gladys Walton of musical comedy. 





Crowds watching the departure of 
the ‘Bremen’ last Wednesday night 
(27) were plunged into darkness 
when the transformer blew out. 


Picture company, making pier 
scenes, threw a sunray on the 
crowd, which was gotten off the 


pier without a panic. 





‘Lilly Turner’ is the latest moni- 
ker of tLe Dunning-Abbott play for- 
merly known as ‘Exit’ and ‘One And 
Only.’ 





Macgowan & Reed is not to be 
dissolved. Reed announces that 
during Macgowan’'s stay at Radio 
studios on coast he is working 
alone, but no dissolution contem- 
plated. 





Reva Reyes, who was replaced by 
Lupe Velez in ‘Hot Cha,’ given an 
arbitration award by Equity for an 
amount not revealed. 





Arthur ‘Block, of the National 
Winter Garden, has bought the 
rights to ‘I Want a Child,’ seen on 


the Jewish stage last season. May 
present an English version on 
Broadway. 





Civic Repertory theatre opens in 
November, doing ‘Liliom,’ with Eva 
Le Gallienne and Joseph Schild- 
kraut. ‘Dear Jane,’ ‘Alice in Won- 
derland,’ ‘Gruach,’ and one other 
new play will supplement a number 
of revivals. 





U. S. Department of Agriculture 
announces release of a_ three-reel 
story of the sweet potato weevil, 
done in dramatic form. It can be 
borrowed by proper organizations 
for transportation charges. In both 
standard and 16-mm., film widths. 


in town with a scheme 
chain stores for selling beer if and 
when real beer is legaiezd. 


an asserted drinking bout. 
hours later Miss Miller was found 


neck. 
in a rooming house where she was 
found with three other girls. 


denounces radio as one of the 
causes of newspaper unemployment, 
but can’t think of anything to do 
about it, 





Surrogate tells the newspapers 


his decision in the Charlotte Fixel 
application for permission to sue 
the Erlanger estate will be handed 
down shortly. 





J. M. McGowan, Oswego brewer, 
to start 





William R. Mays, who broke his 


neck in a 60-foot fall while per- 
forming at an Elks carnival in 
Mineola, Ll. 1, died in the Nassau 
hospital July 28. 





— 


Harry Bannister denies that he is 


either married or engaged to Nancy 
Lyon. 
him secretly married. 


Report from Hollywood had 





Jane White, professionally known 


as June Martin, burlesque chorus 
girl out of work, is held by the po- 
lice in connection with the stran- 
gling of her chum, Florence Miller, 
with whom she shared a room at 
the Hotel Richmond. 
also was unemployed. 


Miss Miller 


Police were called to quiet a row 
between the two girls, 1 gaia 
5ix 


with a towel knotted about her 
Miss White was picked up 


The 
latter were locked up as material 
witnesses. Police declare the White 
girl confessed. 





Couey island will select a Modern 
Venus next Tuesday (9) at Steeple- 
chase. Stage girls barred as too 
strong a competition. 





Sunday ads for ‘Grand Hotel’ 
were an open letter to Greta Garbo 
inviting her to see the show, She 
sailed the day before. 





Chicago Title & Trust Co. enters 
sult for $1,000,000 against William 
Fox personally, alleging breach of 
contract. According to the papers, 
Fox, for the Fox Film Co., agreed 
to purchase from Herbert A. Lubin 
securities to the amount of $3,056,- 
899, including a controlling interest 
in the Roxy theatre and the lease- 
hold on the property at Lexington 
avenue and 58th street. These were 
to have been purchased in install- 
ments over a peried of seven years. 
Lubin transferred the contract to 
his wite and Arthur H. Sawyer, 
who in turn transferred to the 
Chicago company which now claims 
default. 





Irving Berlin reported to be 
working on a production due late in 
the season. Presumably under the 
Sam Harris aegis. 








Silent. 

Aaron Tox, brother of the film 
magnate, surrendered to the police 
Wednesday (27) to answer the 
charge of deserting his children, 
brought by Mrs. Fox. Mrs. Fox 


also has a suit against William Fox | 


charging him with having placed 


‘Dangerous Corner’ will be de- 
layed until November on account 
of Equity regulations. Colin Keith- 
Johnston, having worked in ‘War- 


‘rior’s Husband,’ is not eligible for 





W. A. Brady has dropped Ivor 
Novello’s ‘Party’ from his produc- 
tion plans. Metro has the film rights 
with no restrictions. May make an 
early production. 





Pilots’ Ass’n warns that it will 
refuse to take off any persons car- 
ried away by the liners. Too many 
attending the midnight sailings 
have forgotten to get off in time 
and the station boat has been taxed 
for accommodations. Hereafter it 
will be a round trip to Europe and 
back or a turnover to the French 
authorities as stowaways. 





Survey shows that auto licenses 
have increased 15,000,000 in the 
last ten years. Average fee has 
risen from $11.71 to $13.34. 





Dorothy Britton, showgirl, named 
in the divorce suit of Mrs. Gladys 
Walton Perliman, is suing the lat- 
ter for $20,000 for defamation. 





N. Y. ‘News’ reporter, Grace Rob- 
inson, is making the trip to Sweden 
on the same boat with Greta Garbo 
and sending back daily stories by 
radio. States that Garbo did not 
lose a dime in the closure of the 
Beverly Hills bank. 





Crosby Gaige says ‘Angel’ will be 
his first show next session. Also has 
‘The Night Remembers,’ ‘Police 
Commissioner’ and ‘Wake Up 
America,’ but no dates yet. 





Vera Marsh now spells it Marshe. 





Madelin Boyd plans a subscrip- 
tion theatre in Englewood, N. J., in 
which plays, likey to be banned for 
Broadway, may be given private 
performance, 





Lawrence Hazzard, who sold ‘The 
Man's Castle’ to Al Woods and then 
also sold L. Lawrence Weber ‘Man- 
hattan Medley,’ is looking around 
for someone to purchase ‘The Sure 
Thing.’ % 





Randall O’Neill’s Mousetrap play- 
ers are to be tried out in the Stan- 
ley-Warner theatre, Bridgeton, N. 
J., in a cut down version of ‘Mary 
Jane.’ They have been playing 
Jersey towns. 





Zacchini is announced to return 
to Luna Park today (Tuesday) with 
his cannon stunt. 





Garbo finally got off to Sweden 
last Saturday (30) on a Swedish 
liner. Steamship departures during 
the last few days have drawn extra 
crowds hoping for a look at the 
star. 





Inez Wilson loses her plea for ali- 
mony and counsel fees from her 
husband, W. H. Hirst, attorney. She 
asked for a separation and allow- 
ance on grounds of coldness, but 
the court held these allegations not 
to have been proven and refused the 
appeal. Hirst married the singer 
after becoming involved in a ro- 
mance with her which led his first 
wife to sue for divorce, 





Theatrical Protective Union No. 1 
submit to the Theatre League a 
counter-proposal in reply to Dr. 
Moskowitz’s plea for a one-third 
cut. There will be another meeting 
today (2). 





Earl Carroll dickering with the 
owners of the Casino for his return 
there. Matter rests with Grafton 
Minot, pres. of the 755 Seventh Ave. 
Corp., who is abroad. 


Coast 


Kurt Neumann, Universal direc- 
tor, announces intention to wed 
Irma Ely of Hollywood, 











Natalie Talmadge Keaton filed 
suit in Los Angeles Superior court 
for divorce from Buster Keaton, 
charging extreme mental cruelty. 
Property settlement made out of 
court, whereby Keaton was to pay 
$300 a month starting in November. 
Custody of the two children (boys) 
goes to the mother. 





Jean Guglielmi, 18, nephew of the 
late Rudolph Valentino, in Holly- 
wood from Italy to join his father, 
Metro technical director. 





Surrendering to police of Hemet, 
Cal., Kenneth Kent, 20, orchestra 
leader, admitted that he shot and 





geles, 





Bebe Daniels offering sword from 
the Rudclpl. Valentino collection as 
prize for winner of woman's fencing 
competitior in the Olympics. 





Baroness Elsie von Koczain of 
Austria, known on European screen 
as Elsie Fuller, in Hollywood to 
stab at scenarist career. 





Dispossess proceedings brought in 
Los Angeles Municipal court by 
Bank of America against William 
Desmond, seeking possession of his 
home in Hollywood, sold under 
foreclosure order last August, and 
which he still occ -pies. 





Doris M. Waite, stage actress, 
suing Dr. Fred W. Bliss in Los An- 
geles for $100,300 damages follow- 
ing an auto accident, which she al- 
leges left her permanently injured. 





Second poison-tongue telephone 
call in Los Angeles in a week came 
when mysterious caller phoned po- 
lice reporters that John McCormick, 
former film executive, had been 
killed in a plane crash. Telephone 
company investigating, 





Municipal court suit filed in Los 
Angeles by Sylvia Hahlo, agent, 
against Helen Vinson for $350 com- 
mission, said to be due for obtain- 
ing a Warner contract. 





Gilbert Tapeau, writer, reported 
theft of cash and clothing valued at 
$1,162 from his Hollywood home. 





Thomas Lipps started foreclosure 
proceedings in Riverside, Calif., Su- 
perior court to obtain $59,717 notes 
secured by moretgage on Hotel Del 
Tahquitz at Palm Springs. Defend- 
ants are Fritzi Ridgeway and her 
husband, Constantine Bakaleinikoff, 
who built and operated the hostelry. 





Ruth Madonna Antonelli, dancer 
under name of Fontaine La Rue, 
filed divorce suit in Los Angeles 
against Albert Antonelli, cosmetic 
dealer, charging cruelty. 





Monte Blue, headlining a Fanchon 
& Marco unit in Seattle, rushed out 
of the wings to extinguish burning 
costume worn by Wanda Stewart, 
chorister, which caught fire when 
footlights short circuited. 





RKO sued in Los Angeles Munic- 
ipal court by P. L. Iverson and Bess 
Bordeaux who claim circuit failed 
to withhold salary of G. E. (What- 
a-Man) Hudson after attachments 
had been levied against it. 





Sneak thieves stole $7,000 in jew- 
elry from the car of John Consi- 
dine, Jr., and his wife, the former 
Carmen Pantages, while it was 
parked in front of the Brewn Derby, 
Hollywood. 





Ruth Noble back in the U. S. 
from Tokio where she made an un- 
successful attempt to see her son, 
now in custody of the father, Sessue 
Hayakawa. 





Preliminary hearing on complaint 
against Eddie Brandstatter, restau- 
rant man, set for Aug. 8. Charge 
brought by C. E. Toberman, Holly- 
wood theatre owner, that Brand- 
statter moved out $6,000 worth of 
fixtures and equipment from the 
Montmartre after Toberman had 
bought them, 





Queen French Simmons, pianist, 
awarded $14,000 damages in L. A. 
Superior court for injuries suffered 
when struck by automobile of Ralph 
Bohne and Harlan Dailey. 





George Hyde, 36, reporter and for- 
mer p. a. for Aimee McPherson, 
committed suicide by poison in San 
Francisco. , 





Los Angeles police hunting Harold 
Duncan, brother of the Duncan sis- 
ters, on warrant charging issuing 
check without sufficient funds in 
ae to pay an auto repair bill 
o ‘ 





Capt. Albert Conti, film player, 
announced in Hollywood that he 
will marry Baroness Elsie von Koc- 
zian, scenarist, in a ceremony at 
sea within a month. 





Lina Basquette rushed to Los An- 
geles Receiving hospital where sur- 
geons treated her for poisoning, 





said to have been self-administered. 
Later friends discounted the suicide 


overturned when it a depression in 
the street. 





For injuries received allegedly 
when hit by an automobile driven by 
Dr. Fred W. Bliss, damages of $6,500 
awarded to Doris M. Waite, actress, 
in L, A. Sunverior Court, 





Jury in L. A. Superior Court 
awarded damages of $14,000 to Mrs, 
Lora Simmons, pianist, profession- 
ally ‘Queen French Simmons,’ in ace 
tion against Ralph Bohne and Har- 
old Dailey. Said she suffered spinal 
injuries in an auto crash which 
halted her musical career. 


Mid-West 


Trudy Davidson's husband, Ste. 
phen Corbin Ferguson, was in court 
over alimony owed to wife No. 1, 
He was supposed to make a cash 
settlement of $75,000 on a five-year- 
old son, after which alimony would 
be reduced from $250 to $100 month- 
ly. Miss Davidson is a Chicago nite 
club entertainer. 











Edith Rockefeller McCormick, 
Chicago’s best known millionairess, 
has written a love song cycle in six 
parts. At least she wrote the words. 
Eleanor Freer provided music. It 
was recently sung, in toto, for a 
group of society dames over the 
teacups. 





Henry J. Schireson, once an M. D., 
was denied the right to again hang 
out a doctor’s shingle. Judge Joseph 
Fitch of Superior court nixed the 
doc’s plea for legal. sanction to prac- 
tice his arts in Illinois. At one time 
Schireson had offices in the State- 
Lake building, and did a thriving 
theatrical trade in plastic surgery. 
He lost his license when a bow- 
legged lady lost them altogether. 





It was horses, Frank Bering re- 
vealed, that brought him together 
with Joan Winters, the actress who 
is now Mrs. Bering. The general 
manager of the Hotel Sherman was 
a lifelong cynic on matrimony, but 
finding a common bond in horses 
he finally gave in to the equestri- 
enne-actress. Honeymooners were 
in Dayton, Ohio, to visit Mrs. Ber- 
ing’s parents. 





Polka Brothers drew more bombs. 
Their circuit of suburban Chicago 
theatres is non-union, 





Nick Basil, actor, spent a morn<- 
ing on the bench with Judge Sbar- 
baro in Chicago’s Felony court as 
he passed through to Hollywood. 
His ma -:ves in Chi. 





Messenger bearing $12,000 from 
the Dells, roadhouse, reported to po- 
lice the theft of the money near an 
Evanston bank. Two bandits did 
the job. 


5 Drop RKO Vaude 


(Continued from page 30) 


fines the RKO route to Denver as 
the farthest western point and 
leaves the circuit without a coast- 
to-coast vaudeville trip for the first 
time in many years. That Coast 
route was always the principal va- 
riety circuit’s booking advantage 
over other circuits, since it per- 
mitted more extensive routing and 
better consecutive bookings. 

Another new set-up of books and 
bookers in the RKO office probably 
will result, because the loss of the 
Coast weeks practically dissolves 
the road show route running from 
Minneapolis to the Coast and back. 
Shows and acts booked for that 
territory beyond Aug. 13 will have 
to be re-routed or paid off with- 
out playing, which further burdens 
the little remaining eastern time 
and increases the booking office's 
already large list of obligations. 

Horace Heidt and band, with 4 
contract for three months in San 
Francisco, will remain at the Gol- 
den Gate, with the stage acts re- 
quired to support them being 
booked from L. A. by Bern Ber- 
nard. 








Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
RKO's coast sector is reported to 
have been averaging a weekly red 





of around $138,000. 
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ALL YOU CAN READ FOR FIF- 
QEEN CENTS 





Africa Shouts Out Loud 

Broadway looks like a menage- 
rie. Since Africa started speaking 
from Hollywood, the street looks 
like a zoo, Critics now talk this 
way, ‘Did you see Joan Crawford 
end John Barrymore?’ 

‘To hell with that, did you get 
a load of that snake at the May- 


fair?’ 





Distinction 

Hy Goldstein reports the story 
of the salesman who called up a 
gtrange buyer and made an en- 
gagement to meet him in front of 
the Nassau at Long Beach. 

‘But how will I know you?’ asked 
the salésman. 

‘It’s a cinch,’ answered the buyer, 
Jill be the guy with the English 
mewspaper under my arm.’ 





Poor Kid 
At Minsky’s Central this week a 
girl appears practically in the 
Mother Eve style. 
She sings a song that has for its 
first line, ‘I'm so ashamed of my 
wocabulary!’ 





Vive La Scotland 


Billy (Tavern) La Hiff keeps the 
Scotch gags in circulation with the 
ene about the Scotchman that saw 
a sign reading, Free Air, and blew 
eut four of his tires. 





Okay Kelcey 
Kelcey Allen phones to say that 
all some of those actors wearing 
white suits need is a ‘Good Humor’ 
ear and they’re in business. 





Description 

Talking to Cliff Edwards remind- 
ed us of our old Hollywood days 
that we spent with Norman Kerry. 
Norman is an extremely nervous 
person and very jumpy. Someone 
asked us once how to get to his 
home. We told them to drive out 
to Beverly Hills and walk into the 
Srst house they saw shaking. 





Mr. Sweeney, VU. S. A. 


Mr. Fred Sweeney walked off the 
Bremen last week after a few weeks 
abroad .in the Joe Cook show. He 
fs gradually getting Americanized 
again. He informed us that he had 
a fine trip and described it thusly, 
I asked Capt. Ziegenbien of the 
Bremen if we were half way to 
America. When he replied, ‘Yes,’ I 
threw my monocle off the boat; 
half way to New Foundland, I 
dashed my walking stick over the 
Bail; at Quarantine I departed with 
my spats and most of my accent, 
while passing the Statue of Liberty 
the Captain suggested I throw my- 
self overboard, but alas, no, I feel 
America needs me now more than 
ever.’ 





Bring Your Banjo 


Then there’s the story of the 
society dame that loved to ‘nvite 
eelebs to her parties. According to 
Irving Hoffman, she met her water- 
Too the night she asked Pablo Ca- 
gales to drop over, adding not to 
forget to bring his ‘cello. Casales 
weakened her with, ‘I’m sorry, my 
"cello doesn’t drink.’ 





Ostermania 

There’s still a couple of Broad- 
Way blocks without a Minsky at- 
traction...Friseo is playing his an- 
mual engage. ent this week at the 
State...Last week Bill Demarest 
invited his friends to see him, this 
way ‘Come in and see me lying in 
State’...Billy Moore's broken leg 
Was such a big hit, he booked it 
back again this week...ARE YOU 
READING? 


Hollywood Turns Turtle 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Hoping to attract Olympic visi- 
tors, with gambling instincts, Jack 
Hurst and DeWitt Norris will open 
a turtle racing arena on Vine street 
near the boulevard this week. 

To circumvent any legal trouble 
over betting, turtles will be sold 
Outright for $2 with the announce- 
ment that the buyers can take them 
home after the race. Terrapins will 
be started 100 at a time from the 
center of a ring. First three out 
bring a total of: $100 in prizes to 
their owners. 

Ten races. will be staged nightly. 








Grandstand seating 2,100 will be|to [rma Eley, non-pro, in Los An- | found his client a day after 
jcase was heard. i 


erected. 


Tm Telling You 


Osterman 
+ 





Ill, Court Upholds 
Race Track Statutes 


Springfield, Ill., Aug. 1. 

Pari-mutuel system is not with- 
in the constitutional inhibition 
against lotteries, the horse race law 
is not objectionable because it does 
not apply equally to dog tracks, and 
the right to establish regularly 
licensed tracks is legal, the Illinois 
Supreme court decided last week in 
a sweeping decision sustaining the 
legality of the act in every particu- 
lar. Ruling was given in a case 
taken from the Madison county cir- 
cuit court on appeal by State Sena- 
tor Monroe, who had been charged 
with infractions of several provi- 
sions of the statute to determine 
validity of the act. 

Monroe was under sentence of 
four days in jail, the bil) against 
him alleging that he held races 
after the legal racing dates were 
over; obtained no license and paid 
no license fee; posted no bond; 
paid no admission tax; charged 
commission of 25% on all bets and 
held some races after 7 p. m., which 
is after the time when all tracks 
are supposed to be closed. 


SHRINE’S GRANDSTAND 
REVIEW AT $4.50 FLIVS 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 


Shriners’ plan in San Francisco 
for the parade and spectacle to be 
reviewed from the grandstand by a 
paying public proved a flop. Tickets 
were sold for $4.50, with sale bad, 
then cut to $2 and at the last min- 
ute reduced it to $1.25. 

Also to make sure that public 
would buy seats, the parade was 
limited to two blocks around the 
grandstand, with result there was 
big outside jam but stands only 
two-tlirds full, which will bring 
probable loss to the Frisco Shriners 
of around $120,000 on entertainment 
furnished national visitors. 

Understood that the federal goy- 
ernment is investigating a $50,000 
capital prize drawing. 











MARRIAGES 


Elizabeth Fenner, of the Uni- 
versity Players, Cape Cod, Mass., to 
Thomas B, Gresham, 2d, of Balti- 
more, at Falmouth, Mass., July 23. 

Mrs. Bartington Jenks, of Balti- 
more, to Alexis Dolinoff de Kolod- 
zeff, of the Russian ballet, at Can- 
nes, France, 

Mrs. Martin Mack to Leslie Law- 
ler, in Ensenada, Mexico, last week. 
Bride is the divorced wife of 
Charles Mack, the comedian. j 

Dorothy Cumming Dakin to Dun- 
can W. McNabb, July 28, in New 
York. Bride was the Madonna in 
‘King of Kings.’ 

Louise Lerch to Donald Grey 


Brian, Trappe, Pa., July 28. Bride 
was formerly with Metropolitan 
opera, 


Mis. Amelia Manz to Arthur Ru- 
binstein, London, July 27. Bride is 
the daughter of Miynarski of the 
Warsaw opera, Groom is a concert 
pianist. 

Nat Vincent, Los Angeles radio 
singer and songwriter, filed inten- 
tion to marry Charlotte Y. Sinclair, 
non-pro, in Los Angeles, July 26. 

Josephine Remos to Arnold Gray 
in Los Angeles, July 15. Both are in 
films. 

Isabelle Politzer, Fox story de- 
partment, to William Meyer, no.i- 
pro, in New York last week. To 
Europe for honeymoon. 

Harriette Segall, non-pro, to 
Richard Hermance, in Hollywood, 
July 30. Groom is production man- 
ager for the Van Buren Corp., and 
brother of June Collyer. 

Monte Williams, theatrical print- 
er, to Louise Dalmer, showgirl, in 
San Francisco, early in July. 

Nacio Herb Brown, songwriter, to 
Jeanne Borlini Lochart, lyricist, in 
Reno, June 20, 
Evelyn Watson, 


former vaude 


single, to Charles J. Brady, non- 
pro in Scranton, Pa., July 25. 
Ethel Cannol, non-pro, to Earl | 


Mowbrey, July 28, at Los Angeles. 
Groom is in the art department of 
Paramount theatre there. 





Jack Crawford, m.c. at Fox thea- 
tre, Seattle, and Emma J. Epler, 
pianist, were married in Seattle, 
July 20. 

Kurt Neuman, Universal director, | 


geles July W. 





Reverse English 





Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 1. 
Bathing contest winner turn- 
ing modest brought a shock to 
the RKO Palace management. 
. Connie De Lettera, who won 
the nod of the judges at Sea 








| time 
| yorce 


Breeze Park, was to appear on 
the Paiace stage with the run- 
ners-up. But when told the 
costume would be the same as 
at the beach she nixed the idea. 
Bathing suit oke for the 
beach, but not the bright 
lights, sez she. Street clothes 
or no appearance, She won and 
walked on with the other girls 
wearing their bathing suits. 


Slot Machines 
Do $25,000 Wkly. 
Save Golf Clubs 


Slot machines spotted conspicu- 
ously around New York in barber 
shops, beauty parlors, whisperlows 
and clubs are netting the operators 
$25,000 a week, according to esti- 
mates. The nickel machines, which 
use a brass check instead of a coin, 
are operated by a syndicate which 
recently obtained a court ruling 
prohibiting police intereference as 
long as no money is displayed in the 
jack-pots or is inserted in the ma- 
ehines, which can be geared up to 
give the operators as much as 85% 
the best of it. 

Average machine in a good loca- 
tion will gross $50 in nickels weekly. 
With the split 60-40, operators being 
on the long end, it leaves $20 for the 
storekeeper whose premises are 
used; It is figured there are at least 
1,500 machines spotted in the best 
locations around Manhattan. 

Golf Clubs’ Bonanza 

Where 25c machines get a play 
the average take is $200 a week, 
netting the storekeeper from $80 to 
$100, as some spots get a 50-50 
break. 

Some golf clubs, where non-pay- 
ment of dues is a dire factor, have 
the slot machines, and they have 
proved to be a life-saver. One club 
in Jersey has installed two nickel 
and a quarter machine, Spotted in 
the locker room during the day they 
are moved into the dining room in 
the evening, and for the past three 
months the club has netted $1,500 
a month. These machines are 
owned outright and no split is nec- 
essary. The gross has proved suffi- 
cient to lift the club out of the red 
for the first time in two years. 


8 RED DAYS COLLAPSE 
RENO’S KENO-POOL CLUB 


Reno, Aug. 1. 

Beating the prediction of the wise 
boys by nearly a week, new keno- 
pool club folded last week after 
running at a loss for eight days. A 
flock of girls from Hollywood, 
booked as ex-film performers, were 
left almost stranded. 


Clarence Shockley, the manager, 
just couldn’t be found after he had 
promised the girls that he would be 
around at 7 p. m. to settle up. An 
associate of Shockiey’s passed out 

25 per to the 12 damsels, half of 

















their reported weekly wage, and 
they immediately bid Reno good- 
bye. 

Welker Cochrane, ex-billiard 


champ, broke the balls in the pool 
game for a few days, but the 
natives would not pungle up any 
dough for the tickets even if they 


did crowd the place to see the free 
vaude show. So Cochrane packed 
up his cues and departed. 

Shockley did manage to squeeze | 


between games to file a di- 
suit in the district court) 
against his second wife, Mabel D. 
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Popular Manager’s Loyal Guests 

It's a nifty system which one popular hotel manager has worked out 
whereby he takes with himself, to every new hostelry he takes over, a 
faithful group of patrons. This bunch sticks as long as the hotel man- 
ager does and when he shifts to a new spot they go with him. 

Thus, in successive steps, the manager has established an enviable 
record for himself in the family type of residential hotel trade without 
any expensive exploitation, radio, dance bands cr similar investments. 
It’s strictly a personal following proposition. 

He moves into a new hotel and with him almost simultaneously ar- 
rive a nucleus of fresh money customers. As soon as things begin to 
hum the manager sells his interest or lease in the hotel to a new interest 
which is chiefly impressed by an almost capacity patronage. Shortly 
thereafter the erstwhile manager makes a new connection and with him 
moves a goodly portion of the patronage from his last spot. 

That his following includes nomadic hotel residents such as showfolk, 
newspaper people, etc., explains this loyalty from his patronage, further 
insured by special concessions, extra service niceties, ete, 





Minnevitch’s Convincing Hoax 

Frank (‘Variety’) Scully, Riviera chain-letter writer, details how he 
engineered the Borrah Minevitch hokum kidnaping by Corsican sailors 
to the degree that the U. P., A. F. and the N. Y. ‘Times’ correspondents 
at Nice all went for it in a big way, including photographs, followups, 
and four-day bulletins. 

The ‘Times’ really sprung it first, which was a sort of convincer for 
the other news services and resulted in the I. N. S. editor in Paris wiring 
down that he didn’t believe it but ’give me more of it.’ It struck as a 
more colorful yarn than anything then current, including the Lausanne 
disarmament conferences, political parleys and sundry such stuff. 

Minevitch stuck to his guns even upon his return to New York, telling 
of his pseudo-kidnaping so colorfully and convincingly that he hoaxed 
even his intimates into almost believing there was something to it. 





Cabbies’ Amusement 

With taxi faring biz at an ebb, the Broadway hackmen amuse them- 
selves in divers manners of slow nights. 

On upper 7th avenue regularly, there’s a mixed harmony quartet with 
a colored driver as the key man. The hardberled taxi drivers sing for 
their own amusement and don’t seem to mind passing up whatever fares 
there might be. 

Another quartet just moves into the roomiest cab and they play cards 
among themselves. Also on the same 7th avenue another coterie of cab- 
men pitch coins. 

Too many hacks, they admit, and few riders, with the Fifth avenue 
buses bullish these hot nites, the top-deck, open-air seats at a dime a 
copy getting the heavy play. 

Membership Lists 

New Yorkers are receiving cards to speakeasies they never were in 
or ever heard of. Membership lists are undoubtedly being peddled 
around town, probably by persons who formerly operated drinkies but 
are no longer in business. 

Isn’t possible to estimate the number of times the same membership 
lists have been sold so far. Speaks have always previously closely 
guarded their membership data including names and addresses. 

Included in the unsolicited mail from cocktail oases are classily printed 
menus or little folding cards that tell of $1 luncheons, etc. Some men< 
tion ‘the excellent cuisine to which you are accustomed.’ Membership 
ecards from the unknown places are properly marked, numbered and 
warn that they are not transferable. 








Restaurant Publicity 

With Warner Bros.’ picture, ‘Love Is a Racket,’ plugging Sardi’s New 
York restaurant, and RKO’s ‘What Price Hollywood’ giving the Wilshire 
blvd., L. A., Brown Derby a free ad, the popular eateries on both Coasts 
are looking to the cinema for similar advertising. 

The WB picture’s ballyhoo for Sardi’s even inspired Eddie (Mont« 
martre-Embassy) Brandstatter, of Hollywood, to organize a Sardi’s res- 
taurant at a Hollywood blvd. and Vine street, Hollywood, location, to 
oppose the nearby Brown Derby, Al Levy’s Tavern and Henry’s, which 
are the other meet-'n’-eat spots. Vincent Sardi, of the Broadway restau- 
rant bearing his name, states he will take legal action concerning the 


ono ‘Cold Ros” WAYS FIRST 
TRADING POST 


its first 





Reno ‘Gold Rush’ 


—_——— 


(Continued from page 1) 


unpaid bills in the hands of irate 
Reno citizens as well as the per- 
formers who took part in the event. 
And the governor has been busy for 
days explaining that he was not 
financially interested and is in no 
way responsible for the debts. 


Third Failure 
The affair was the greatest flop 
that Reno has ever experienced. 
Rohan hoped to push 30,000 cus- 
tomers through the gate at $1.10 
per head. Actually the cash cus- 
tomers amounted to 511, as the in- 





Broadway has trading 
post. 

Store located at 53d street and 
Broadway, ostensibly a haberdash- 
ery shop, announces via a big sign 
that ‘anything of value’ will be ac- 
cepted as payment for the merchan- 
dise within. By ‘anything” it is ex- 
plained, is meant ‘jewelry, automo- 
biles, real estate or any other ar- 


ternal revenue office disclosed when 
it filed a claim for $51.10 for the 
admission tax and tied up the last 
day’s receipts. 

Horsemen who brought horses 
here from California did not get 
anything as only $1,600 was bet on 
the races by the pari-mutuel sys- 
tem and of this amount the pro- 
moters retained $160 and had to 
give $27.50 to the state of Nevada. 
This is the third show that has 
flopped in Reno this summer, but 
this dull thud made history. It 
went down with such a smash that 
the city council immediately passed 











;an ordinance providing that hence- 


forth show promoters must file a 
$10,000 bond with their application 





a newspaperman. 
ond child. 


This is their sec- | Linder thinks 


ticle of value.’ 

Proprietor of the store, Bill 
Linder, got the idea from an earlier 
experience in Havana, He recalled 
that trading posts are popular down 
there and decided to try it on 
Broadway. Thus far, he says, it’s 
worked out pretty well. 

Some peculiar deals have showed 
up so far, freakiest being a lad who 
brought in a ’26 Ford and got six 
shirts, a straw hat and a waliet 
in exchange. The wallet had come 
into the store on a trade for a tie. 
The haberdasher sold the car for 
$5 to one of the bonus army en- 
route from Washington. 

Worst deal he’s made so far, 
| Linder believes, was in acquiring a 
| filing cabinet. It cost him three 








Summer Shockley, to whom he was |! ‘ ia’ 

married last Senvell’'tn Oe Seat et eee . | ties, a shirt and a pair of garters, 
cisco. The case was heard and the i and now he doesn't know what to 
|decree granted, but the judge did | = « |do with the cabinet. 

not sign the document when| BiKTHS Most frequent propositions 
|'Shockley’s attorney advised the| Mr. and Mrs. George’ Lait, | brought him, come from bootlegegers. 
judge that the entire fee had not| daughter, in Los Angeles, July 23. |} They'd like to supply him with bot- 
been paid. The attorney had not! Father is the son of Jack Lait andj|tles in exchange for apparel, but 


it’s cheaper to buy 
what he needs. 
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Broadway 


Jack Corbett back. 

Dave Blum actually commuting. 

Joe Shea treating an infected eye. 

Tom Mulrooney back and plenty 
tan, 

James Hood McFarland on vaca- 
tion. 

Ruth Asen in a hospital from sun- 
burn, 

Joey 
Paris. 

Matty Zimmerman due back to- 
morrow. 

Lou Goldberg fixing for a fishing 
expedition, 

Bronson Douglas reported des- 
perately ill. 

Jack Osterman has heel trouble— 
the left one. 

Betty Balfaour, British actress, in 
town on a visit, 





Keith’s gift watch from 


Albany Jim = O'Connor's spot 
touched off by feds. 
Harry Bryant's birthday. He 


won't tell the number, 

Irving Caesar talks about a big 
deal in liquid cellophane, 

Ruth Torgan offered management 
of a theatre, but no want. 

Tony De Marco bought a Long 
Island home at Island Park. 

A. W. Smith, Jr., practically re- 
covered from a bad summer cold, 

Meyer Davis’ opening of pent- 
house radio studio well attended, 

Lem Stewart back from the west, 
but out on Long Island till Sept. 1. 

Herb and Bobbie Harris to tennis, 
backgammon and New Hampshire. 

Mrs. Tillie Leblang (Jasie) back 
from European hcneymoon Monday. 

Charlie Levy ducked a half grand 
touch and kept on going—to Sara- 
toga, 

The Bert Lytells (Grace Menken) 
resume their RKO tour in Rochester, 
N. Y. 

‘George White uses mineral oil on 
his graying hair and drinks the 
same stuff. 

Bob O’Donnell plays most of his 


~golf in-the Pine Ridge (Purchase) 


locker room. 


Eddie Hitchcock, who resigned 
from Warner Bros., not being re- 
placed there, 


Dick Berger is with the new Larry 
Schwab-Buddy De Sylva mana- 
gerial set-up. 

Caddies tell Charlie Ejinfeld he 
ought to be club champ. He'd like 
to believe ’em. 

Lee and Jake talk it over week- 
ends on Jake’s waterfront porch up 
Mamaroneck way. 

The Alf Wiltons gave another of 
those. parties at Manhattan Beach. 
Their 22d wedding anniversary. 

Dorothy Hall ensconced at the 
Trish estate, Oak Island, just above 
New Rochelle. But she'll start re- 
hearsing Aug. 18. 

Phil Reisman killed a six-foot 
blacksnake last week-end in the 
country. Then went to see ‘Bring 
"Em Back Alive’ again. 

His Greenpoint friends will be 
chagrined, but the boys actually 
saw Joe Lee leaning against a foun- 
tain recklessly downing a hot fudge 
sundae. 

Beth Brown made the trip by car 
from Los Angeles without a mishap, 
but she was lost in north New Jer- 





lsey for two hours trying to locate 
Morristown. 

The smarter hotels are joining the 
ritz drinking restaurants in the prix 
fixe ‘continental dinner’ idea, with 
$1.50 the average club charge. This 
excludes the usual 15c bread-and- 
butter couverts and includes music 
as often as not. 


Berlin 


Will Weisel back from London, 

Renate Mueller back from Lon- 
don, 

Christoph Muelleneisen back from 
Oslo. 

Franz 
Berlin, 

Max Mack to make a picture at 
Prague. 

Henry W. Kahn to Paris to visit 
Sid Kent, 

Michael Bohnen to play at The- 
atre des Westens, 

Dave Diamond: looking for new 
talents and scripts. 

Bertold Viertel and Sulka-Steuer- 
mann expected here, 
Charlotte Lusa 
trunks for Hollywood. 
Ludwig Klitzsch’s Ufa convention 
speech to be broadcast. 

Maria Ivoguen invited to Eng- 
land for a concert tour, 

Grete Mosheim and Oskar Ho- 
molku at Bad Gastein., 

Erich. Korngold, composer, de- 
clined a Reinhardt offer. 

Leopold Jessner again taken ill 
due to his stage accident. 

Richard Tauber busy with the 
composition of a new play. 

Frank Heller, Swedish criminal 
story writer, passing thru. 
Alexander Moissi to perform in 
Italian in the fall at Venice. 

Ruggiero Ricci to perform for the 
first time in Europe this fall. 

Director Yushny, of the ‘Blue 
Bird,’ back from his American tour. 

Louis Steven and wife, Nancy 
Ryan, want to see the Berlin slums. 

Lil. Dagover’s husband, George 
Witt, has founded a picture com- 
pany. 

Theo. Mackeben to musically il- 
lustrate Molnar’s latest play, ‘Har- 
mony.’ 

Vilma Banky and Rod LaRocque 
lunching with Paul Kolnar at the 
Bristol. 

Siegfried Arno, actor, plans for 
The Hague include the Princes 
Showburg theatre there, 

Emil Ludwig’s book ‘Gespraeche 
mit Mussolini’ (‘Conversation With 
Mussolini’) a big seller. 

Gitta Alpar and Fritzl Massary 
the only stars of Rotter who have 
been signed with fixed wages. 

Manager of the Grosses Schau- 
spielhaus,’ Arthur Schwelb, _re- 
signed. His successor is Heinz 
Herald. 

Dr. Martin Zickel, former theatre 
and production manager of D.L.S. 

(German Exhibitors’ Association), 
died. He was 53, 

Franz Lehar’s 
called ‘Guiletta.’ 
brought out at 
Metropol theatre, 








Baumann again back in 


packing her 


new operetta is 
Will probably be 
Brother Rotters’ 





London 





Max Milder off to America. 

Jack Pearl around, but going home 
soon, 

Three Saiiors as Bobby 
stooges, 

Paul Murray active in his new 
quarters, 

Daphne DuMaurier on a yachting 
honeymoon, 

London hotels now full of Ameri- 
can visitors, 


George Ayre off Warners’ studio 
publicity desk. 


Jack North only American here 
who's homesick, 


Franco Piper teaching Joe Cook 
his banjo tricks, 

Dave Apollon has taken over Joe 
Cook’s apartment, 
Herb Williams turned down Lon- 
don Pavilion offer. 
Alex Esway wouldn't fly to Paris. 
Can’t stand the air, 


Billy Shaw blackening Mrs. Scott 
Sanders’ eye’ fun, 


Lady Duff Gordon admiring Elsa 
Newell's riding habit. 


Irving Harris latest to handle 
London Pavilion publicity. 


First double feature program at 
Empire drawing despite heat. 
Balliol and Merton planning to 
cross the Channel by aquaplane, 


Bloomsbury Cinema only house 
in London playing daily changes. 


June at her blind brother’s wed- 
ding London registry office July 14. 


Richard Tauber’s five weeks’ pro- 
vincial tour in ‘Land of Smiles’ off. 


London Zoo receipts down $35,000 
this year on past five years’ aver- 
age. 

So many American acts around 
here scnes’s’ looks like Mrs. Ger- 
son’s, 


Arthur Riscoe returning ‘Out of 
the Bottle’ at the Hipp in three 
weeks, 

Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley hav- 
ing commission trouble with Harry 
Foster, 


Fifty miles of West End streets 
to be brighter under new lighting 
system. 

Serge Voronoff, the monkey-gland 
surgeon, over in London giving in- 
terviews, . 

Henry Sherek, holiday making in 
Scotland, may discover a new Sir 
Harry Lauder, 

Carol Goodner, American, in ‘Mu- 
sical Chairs,’ taken ill suddenly dur- 
ing performance, - 

Buddy Bradley’s dancing ideas 
conspicuous in practically every 
West End musical, 

Revival of ‘Merry Widow’ cur- 
rently on tour, with Carl Brisson, 
likely go to the Lyceum. 

Mr. Sweeney (Duffy and Sweeney), 
like a true Irishman, eating at 
Ross’s Kosher Restaurant. 

Henry Ainley’s 19-year-old daugh- 
ter, Henrietta, to marry Alfred Ali- 
stair Cooke, dramatic critic. 

Playing the Prince of Wales, 
Plaza and Westminster Palace 


Pinkus’ 
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THE COOLEST SPOT IN 


Dine and Dance in Our 


26 stories above the scorching pave- 
ments of Manhattan. 


skyline and the broad expanse of the 


@ NOBLE SISSLES e 


Internationally Famous Band 
And Other Entertainment Features 


Largest Single Rooms in New York with 
Baths for $3.50 


Phone Circle 7-8000 


tral 


56th St. at 7th Ave., New York City 


H. A. LANZNER, General Manager 
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With an unex- 
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the Tunes of 




















Rooms, Johnny Nitt did 55 shows in 
one week. 

Tage's Island, off Hampton Court 
Palace, up for sale. Originally 
known as Karsino, when owned by 
Fred Karno. 

American woman caused conster- 
nation in West End tea shop by 
vigorously peppering her strawber- 
ries and cream. 

Frances Doble granted separation 
from Sir Anthony Lindsay-Hogg on 
cruelty grounds, she retaining cus- 
tody of infant son. 

‘Musical Chairs,’ one of the big- 
gest successes ever at the Criterion, 
closing first week in September. 
‘Richard of Bordeaux’ replaces, 


Hilirweed. 


Bert Robinson batting out a new 
play. 

Georgie Jessel around town with- 
out his beret, 


Charles Irwin back from four 
weeks of vaude. 

Conrad Nagel spoke to the N.E.A. 
group in makeup. 


More vaude actors landing here 
and less vaude than ever. 

Jay Brennan prefers the beach at 
Santa Monica to Hollywood. 


Paul Ash framing a radio deal 
and forgetting about presentations. 


Western actors yelling about the 
heat on those desert edge locations. 
Ed Burke up and around again 
after having his appendix yanked. 

Eddie Buzzell wears ___ silver- 
rimmed glasses when driving now. 

Cliff Lewis has found a home in 
Beverly Hills away from studio 
noises. 

Jinette Vallon to Galveston, Tex., 
to dance at the Hollywood Dinner 
Club there. 

Bernie Grossman entertaified his 
sister, Rena, on from the east for 
the Olympic games. 

Ken Porter left p.a. post with 
Paul Trebeitsch’s ‘Hang Up Your 
Hat’ week after he started. 

Ellis Arkush, 'Frisco peninsula 
district manager for F-WC, off on a 
three weeks’ yachting trip. 

Charles Bickford says he'll give 
up acting and go to producing and 
directing on his own when business 
picks up. 

Nydia Westman, brought from 
legit for one picture, ‘All the Evi- 
dence,’ gets a termer from J. 
Bachman. 

Mary Carlisle, recently on loan 
from Metro to Fox for the Will Rog- 
ers’ picture, ‘Down to Earth,’ goes 
back to her own lot to receive a 
term contract, 


Loop 


Ascher Bros. back in town. 

Bobby Brown, WBBM, vacation- 
ing. 

Amos ’n’ Andy now admirals in 
Nebraska navy. 


Bill Diamond on the road for the 
new Diamond-Burt booking office. 


Jack Dwork to Wisconsin to drive 
back brother Sam with a sprained 
ankle, 

Niles Trammel visited Milwaukee 
to help WTMJ feel important on its 
fifth birthday. 

Tom Luckenbill, now an Evans- 
tonian, off to the northern areas for 
rest and relaxation. 

Loop booker who drew 90 days in 
the Bridewell for putting on a hot 
show has the only consecutive book- 
ings in the west. 

‘Seeks solace in burlesque’ was 
the screaming headline from the 
State-Congress anent the appear- 
ance of Virginia Valli, who shot Bill 
Jurges of the Cubs. 

Edna Hibbard, Lester’ Bryant, 
Joan Nagle. and Jack Kalcheim, 
with the latter chauffeuring a New 
York-Chicago automobile trip, 
turned over twice near La Porte, 
Ind., but escaped injury miracu- 
lously. 
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‘BEN MARDEN’S 


RIVIERA 


Formerly VILLA RICHARD 
Show Place of the'World 


“RIVIERA NIGHTS” 


Staged by Wallace Milan 
—Featuring— 


DOROTHY DELL 


30- World’s Loveliest Girls -30 
NO COVER CHARGE 


5 Minutes from New York, 

Across the Beautiful 

Geo. Washington Bridge 
Yor Reservations Phone 


FOrt Lee 8-2675 























Paris 


Blanche Toutain, actress, dead. 

Gamby to London for a flying trip, 

Clarence Brown sorry to leayg 
Paris. 

Sarah Bernhardt theatre reviving 
‘Peg o’ My Heart.’ 

Joe Seidelman with a coat of tan 
gained on board ship. 

Priscilla Kastner and her children 
in Normandy before going to Biar« 
ritz. 

Kay Meredith, 
Switzerland, 
visit. 

Shortage of product here so acute 
that even Italian films are getting 
a break in long-run houses, 

Critics here receive a_ special 
identity card from the Ministry for 
Finance which exonerates the the- 
atre from any tax on passes handed 
them, thus permitting managers to 
let them in entirely free. 


Fox-Sk. Take Roxy 


(Continued from page 5) 


after dancing in 
in Paris for a short 





the first aim of the new operators 
before the spot reopens. 

Frank Cambria is. a_. former 
flash act producer who became a 
stager for Balaban & Katz in Chi< 
cago, later coming east to handle 
all stage show production for Pub< 
lix. He resigned from Publix to 
join Loew. 

A. P. Waxman formerly headed 
Warner Brothers’ P. and A. depart« 
ment and was similarly posted at 
Pathe, 





Fox is holding back ‘The First 
Year’ (Gaynor-Farrell) for New 
York and the Roxy. 

Picture’s general release date is 
July 31, meaning it will be playing 
all over the country prior to New 
York. 
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BIGGER, BETTER THAN “THE 
SPIRIT OF NOTRE DAME” 


“TOM BROWN 
OF CULVER” 


with 
Tom Brown—H. B. Warner 


_—— 








. ) i s 
On the oll 
On the Sereen Fromler Vass 
Constance pa al 
BENNETT 8 
in and Her 
‘WHAT PRICE 


SWANEE MUSIC 
HOLLYWOOD’ REVUE 
Doors Open 10 A.M. Continuous from 10:30 

Afternoons, 25-40 Evenings 25-65 
(Monday to Friday) 


t-) 
a] e Wed. to Fri. 
Aug. 3 te 5 
JOAN BLONDELL 


in 


“MISS PINKERTON" 
with George Brent 





& Wed. to Fri. 
Aug. 3 te 5 


. JOAN BLONDELL 
in 
“MISS PINKERTON” 


with George Brent 











“One of the finest pave of 
the year, subtle, eautiful 
and tender.”—Atkinson, Times. 


“Another Language” 


with Glenn Anders, Margaret Wycherly, 
Dorothy Stickney, John Beal 
Theatre, 45th St.. W. of B’way. 
BOOTH Evs. 8:50. Mats. Wed. & Sat., 2:40 


































The WASHINGTON MASQUER- 
ADE, with Lionel) BARRYMORE 


COOL tn Person—Lou HOLTZ, Warren 
Bway William, Abe Lymon & Orch., 


Phil BAKER, Bette Davis, Han- 

“a nah Williams, others....- 
SF oming—Thursday, Morton 
5S f DOWNEY in 


Cc 
person — ‘Sky- 
OL Souls’ 





LOEW S$ swayesstst 


EAL 


‘UNASHAMED’ 


WS VAUDEVILLE — Joe Friseo, Aileen 
tanely, others. 
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Harry DeVaux, president of Ac- 
tors’ International Union No. 1, 
told that the American Federation 
of Labor, which had issued a char- 
ter which later was transferred to 
the White Rats, was about to form 
a federation of all stage players, 
with branch locals in various cities. 
Eventual outcome was a charter to 
Equity under the Actor’s Union. 
Latter gave up the ghost a year or 
go: ago. So long as it lived Bquity 
held under that charter. 





-Booking office told ‘the agents to 
stay home and. tend .to. business. 
Agents owned. yachts in those days. 





Loew circuit took the new Still- 
man theatre, Cleveland, and the 
Valentine, Toledo. Dickering for 
eight more. 





William .Collier, Sr., planned. his 
own: film company to star. his son. 
Pulled Buster out. of Par's .‘Tom 
Sawyer’ because Jack. Pickford was 
starred. 

First National was preparing: to 
make the first film production of 
‘Tarzan.’ 





‘Clipper’ estimated that. there 
were 300 new acts for the coming 
vaude. season. 





Jane and Katherine Lee yanked 
out of the Loew theatres by Gerry 
society. 





N. Y. Screen Club realized $3,500 
on its first public show. Had ideas 
for a clubhouse, but the trek west 
left: it high and, dry a few years 
later. 





Jack’ Osterman got his first legit: 
date. Played a waiter in Chi com- 


pany of ‘Oh, Boy.’ 
Exhibs'. warned against faked 
French war films labeled. ‘official.’ 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clipper’) 








Willie Sells, with Sells Bros, 
show, set a new leaping record. Did 
29 feet over the backs of 10 ele- 
phants. Four feet better than his 
nearest competitor. 





Van Amburg show claimed a rec- 
ord. Wagon show drove from Ox- 
ford, N. Y., to Chenango Falls, 18 
miles, gave two shows and drove 
12 miles to Binghamton and loaded 
on train for a 172 mile jump to 
Warwick, landing there 4 p.m. the 
next day. 





,Court action brought out the 
testimony that the members of a 
juvenile ‘Patience’ troupe playing 
New York got $5 a week and board. 





Iron Steamboat Co. in a jam. 
Giving concerts at Pier 1, North 
River, and charging admission. Cor- 
Pporition Counsel made them quit. 
They're still stopping at the same 
pier. 





‘Clipper’ told an inquirer. that 


banjo: players were not in demand ' 


by ministrel troupes unless they 
were of high rank, and then they 
were not hired as banjo players but 
as comedians. 





. Daly's theatre, then one of the 
Class houses, was being renovated. 
Charges included equipment to elec- 
tric light for stage and auditorium. 





John T. Sullivan, who had been 
an amateur actor, got a job with 
Rhea for next season. Developed 
into a strong leading man. Remem- 
bered: by old timers for a fist fight 
With Leander Richardson over a 
notice given his wife, Rose Coghlan. 





Barlow-Wilson ministrels had a 
new specialty—song and dance men 
Opened in full armor, 





_Hodge opera house, Lockport, 
N. Y., advertising for shows. Rent 
was $40 a night, or $200 a week, 
With one box reserved for the prop. 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 6) 
movie possibilities in Buck and ‘Bring ‘Em Back Alive,’ 
regards, Frank Buck.’ 
Goldburg at that time was general manager for A. J. Van Beuren. 





with sincere 





In years past the motion picture industry was well represented at the 
three-week revel of the Bohemian Club, San Francisco, held each July 
at the Bohemian Grove on the Red river, Calif. 

This year they were absent and those who did go kept it under cover. 
The event, which generally has about 300 from all parts of the country, 
was not so successful from the attendance standpoint, there being less 
than 200 there. Those coming from sections outside of San Francisco 
are mostly guests of the members, with the latter paying for their 
maintenance during the sojourn. 





A formes agent, recently appointed a production assistant at a major 
studio, was assigned to supervise entertainment of visiting Olympic 
athletes and other celebs. Agent’s wife is a freelance player, and at all 
affairs she took complete charge of the entertainment and did consider- 
able ordering around of contract stars and players. Front office later 
informed the former 10 percenter to retard the activities of his frau, 
reminding him that after all he was the only one in his family on the 
company’s payroll. 





Christy Walsh has the 11 football players he brought to Universal fer 
‘All America’ tied up until four months after the picture is completed. 
Men were signed for 30 days at $10. a day and keep, and agreed in their 
contracts they would not appear on stage, screen or radio for 120 days 
after completion of the opus. 

Several of the boys are already regretting. their.commitments, as they 
have numerous offers to obtain extra money on the. side while on the 
Coast. 





Buffalo hunt material filmed years ago in Yellowstone Park by the 
late Thomas Ince; for ‘The Last Frontier,’ will make another appearance 
in the serial of 'that title, now being made by J. A. Van Buren for Radio. 

‘Last Frontier’ now becomes a Hollywood tradition. Picture was an 
on and off.for two years prior to Ince’s death; but''later PDC revived 
and completed it, using some of the buffalo footage. 

When PDC-Pathe passed to Radio the buffalo film was acquiréd in 
the transaction, ; 





Fox were trying desperately to get a burly male lead for ‘Rackety 
Rax’ which Jack White will. direct. They wanted Wallace Beery, also 
Edward G.. Robinson, but were turned down. Last week Sol Wurtzel 
saw a 490 pounder eating in the restaurant on the lot. Man was work- 
ing extra at $5 a day. Wurtzel rushed him in, had a test taken and 
immediately contracted him for the part at $200 a week. His name is 
Dewey Robinson. 





Amongst other things, S. L. Rothafel plans a change of guards, as at 
Buckingham Palace, for Radio City theatres’ uniformed staff. 

There will be different squads, including special officers, guards, pages, 
ushers, doorman, attendants and musicians, each with uniforms that 
will differ from each other under intentions. ‘Besides which there will 
be two types of uniforms for each of the groups, one for afternoon wear 
to 6 p. m., the other for evening. 





The main house organ owned by Gaumont British has been squawking 
because the arrival of Joan Crawford here netted five columns of space, 
excluding photographs, in the major London dailies, while the opening of 
the palatial Gaumont British studios in London the previous week netted 


only two. 
Enlightened scribes rate it as a fair representation of the relative news 


| value of a star’s arrival and: the building of new studios, 





Frenzied finance has hit one of the Coast, indie studios where three}: 
‘southern exhib visiting New York, ‘there’d be no kick on any picture.’ 


of the producer’s backers are established on the set in canvas chairs 
with their names thereon. They’re watching costs. 

Director obligingly explains each sequence before he starts the cam- 
eras, a process that is adding plenty of overtime. But the angels have 
effected economies. They sent home three extras on quarter checks be- 
cause they were not needed after the first two hours a day. 





A male star recently. pleaded a broken ankle and delayed production 
on a picture for nearly five weeks. But beyond that is that the star, the 
follower of an astrologer, was advised by the soothsayer not to work 
during a certain period if he desired artistic and financial success. 

Only way out for the actor was to plead ill, so he thought of the ankle 


complaint. 





There was something startling in the dumb question of an autograph 
hound at the. ‘Congorilla’ opening at the Winter Garden, New York. 
Signature snatcher was wished onto a theatre man as a gag and told 
he was a prominent Paramount executive just in from Hollywood, 

The hound said, ‘Who'zit, Zukor?’ Told it was Jesse Lasky, the light- 
weight’ with the fountain pen then asked, ‘Is he still with the firm?’ 





Paramount exchanges have been ordered not to book the first block of 
new 1932-'33 pictures of the company until everything on the current 
geason is out of the ‘way. Edict comes from G. J. Schaefer, sales head. 

‘If they want the new product now on the way to them, see that they 
clean up the older product first. This must include all shorts,’ says the 


‘bulletin. 

Film aitorneys who specialize in lobby work and government as it 
affects the industry, are not worrying over threats from indie organiza- 
tions which are talking about going to their own state legislatures for 
a solution of picture problems. 

Picture prices in back or in front of the boxoffices cannot be regu- 
lated by legislation, declare the film lawyers. 





In line with Radio’s future policy to limit heavy expenditure only to 
the Constance Bennett, Richard Dix and Ann Harding pictures, Dave 
Selznick has brought in the first of his program output for next season 
for $105,000. Picture is ‘The Age of Consent,’ directed by Gregory La 


Cava. 
Total cost includes a directorial charge of $12,500 and a $7,500 story. 





Considerable interest by American film companies in ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform,’ German talker, and an amateur effort except for the producer 
and director. 

Made in a German girl’s school, doing away with the necessity for 
building sets, a government building was arranged for the court scenes. 
Film cost well under $30,000 to produce, 





Warner Brothers’ new series of natural tint two-reelers is said to be 
an offshoot of its original contract with Technicolor. WB is making a 
half dozen or so of these shorts, one of which has already been released. 

At the time the vogue for musical films and color started to wane, 


Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Variety club of Columbus, O., held a royal fete last week at Olentangy 
park with Leo Haenlein as host. All members of the theatrical organiza- 
tion were guests of the park for the night. 

H. E. Cherrington, ‘Dispatch’ critic, put in so strenuous a night that 
he reviewed the proceedings the next day and signed it ‘By what is left 
of a critic. 








Politicians along the Atlantic coast are handing their followers vaude 
shows instead of the usual political rallies. Monmouth County Demo- 
cratic Cub opened its campaign at the Asbury Park Convention Hall 
(27) with six acts and a 10-piece band for dancing. 

Show was advertised as a ‘speechless rally.’ And it was. 





Publicity matter issued by RKO in connection with the NBC-RKO 
radio talent contests in the circuit’s theatres gives an unusual plug to 
opposish network artists. 

Morton Downey and Kate Smith, both CBS names, are prominently 
publicized along with NBC talent. 





Arthur Van Dien, for many years with RKO as its traffic manager, 
has gone into business for himself, opening a New York travel bureau. 

He grew up with the Keith regime in the old days, handling all trans- 
portation matters on acts, etc. 





Lou Holtz and Phil Baker are splitting billing in the crossword puzzld 
manner at the Capitol, New York, this week. 

No way to satisfy both in the ads soa compromise was arranged, In 
half of the advertising Holtz is on top, and vice versa. 





Advertising budget for the Palace, New York, has been increased $500 
weekly for the first three weeks of the new vaudfilm policy. Will run 
to $1,500 weekly now. 

Lobby decoration costs are limited to $200 weekly. 





Walter Winchell turnéd down an offer from Louis K. Sidney for a week 
at the Capitol; New York, on the ground’ of doctor's orders. 

Winchell received $3,000 at the Palace last year and was offered above 
that for the Cap week, 





Siehind leaving for a Chicago trip last week, Joe Sullivan, RKO agent, 
declared he was going out to look over the situation as a personal emis« 
sary for George Godfrey. 





almost simultaneously, Warners held a contract with Tech which carried 
a forfeit clause if the Tech process was not used: ‘However, it is under« 
stood that this contract was on a footage rather than a per feature basis, 
or such a settlement was reached, hence the solution: via the two-reelers. 
Besides which WB has a feature length mystery tale in color to be re« 
leased for the new season. 





Shooting a 76, with the end showing three consecutive birdies, Junior 
Pettijohn, 14, son of the Hays lawyer, has received offers from two clubs 
for exhibition rounds on the links. 

Youngster flashed his round Sunday afternoon (31) at the West- 
chester Country Club, New York. Young Pettijohn also holds several 
records for trap shooting. ' 

Four reels of animal stuff, taken in Africa by the Hope Expedition, 
is under consideration by Educational. Film may be split up for use in 
shorts. 

Meanwhile, another Hope Expedition to Africa is under preparation, 
Some film from the first trip was lost on a steamer which sank off the 
African coast. 





There are some exhibitors who have no complaints to offer in playing 
at 85% to the distributor after overhead, taking the unprecedented short 
end of 15% for themselves. 

‘If we could be sure of even getting expenses these days,’ stated oné 





Although passes should carry the line, ‘Subject to U. S. Government 
tax,’ those which were printed prior to the enforcement of che tax may 
be used by theatres until stocks are depleted. 

On all passes going into theatres a record is being kept of the name, 
number, whether one or two admissions, and the amount of tax collected, 





A few transfers between New York and Chicago are reported being 
considered for the Paramount-Publix publicity and advertising staff. 
Not a question of let-outs in any case, merely a change. in locale. 

Exchange may include some of the executive staff of these Manhattan 
and Windy City departments. 





Anticipation now regarding Radio City’s theatres are that the tw@ 
houses will open a week apart next winter. 

Plans point to the music hall, or stage house, opening first with the 
straight film spot to follow. Question seems to remain open whether | 
the stage site will debut under a $2 or $1.50 top scale, 





Some players in the Al Jolson picture ‘The New Yorker’ have been 
on the payroll for 10 weeks. A few have worked as little as three days 
and others not more than a week. 

It is figured that the majority of the cast will have drawn from 16 b 
20 weeks’ pay before picture is finally completed. 





Theatre department and sales execs of RKO-Radio took a squint a 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ last week in New Rochelle. They'll probably cut it 50 
feet and send it along. 

This is the last Wheeler-Woolsey picture for Radio. 





The’supplementary ‘Congorilla’ exhibit in the darkened WB Hollywood, 
across the street from the Winter Garden, New York, is being moved to 
the Federal Halls in Bryant Park and Mount Vernon as institutional 
plugs for the picture. 





Taking their ‘Paramount Year’ campaign seriously, some of the execs 
in the home office are looking forward to January with much enthusiasm, 

They feel that at least one of the salary cuts imposed by the come 
pany during 1932 may be rescinded at that time. 





Midnite admission prices at the RKO Mayfair, New York, to a 55-cent 
top daily. 
Price was formerly limited to weekdays only. 





Paramount has 26 directors under contract. Of this number only five 
hold one picture agreements. They are Frank Borzage, Thornton Freee 
land, Erle Kenton, Max Marcin and Frank Tuttle. 





Metro’s ‘Wild Party,’ announced ag first starring picture for Jean 
Harlow, takes its title from the poem by Joseph Moncure March, now. 
a Hollywood scenarist. 

RKO’'s drive for increased box-office results, to be called ‘RKO Greater 
Show Sedson,’ Aug. 12-Sept. 15, may be postponed for the Greater New 








York area to wait for the new product to arrive. 
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$3 in B. 0. Folds Bway Show with 


$40 Star and No Ushers Upstairs 


‘The Chameleon’ did a quick fold 
at the Masque, New York, playing 
a single week. It was the first non- 
Equity try in some years, presented 
by Lionel Hyman with a semi-pro- 
fessional cast. Understood the top 
salary was $40, but only one player 
in the cast was reported paid. 

First night's takings were esti- 
mated at $110, which was top for 
the week. A performance was 
scheduled for the second Monday 
but with only $8 in the box office 
Hyman decided to shut down rather 
than be obligated to the stage crew 





What, No Stuffing? 





Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

With a larger number of 
turkeys in the air than ever 
before, one shoestringer has 
figured a new way to make a 
million. 

He’s going to supply 
cranberry sauce. 


BUT 3 BOOKINGS 


the 














for the week. Actors salaries did 
not figure, since there was no guar- 
antee to pay them. 

$15 Treasurers 

Two persons on the box office 
were said to have been put on at $15 
per week each. There were two ush- 
ers downstairs and none in the bal- 
cony, nor were there any customers. 

Equity made no attempt to stop 
the show taking the position that 
unless it clicked, there was no cause 
to interfere. Had the show gotten 
across the stage hands would have 
been asked to walk unless the ac- 
tors joined Equity. 

The players, recruited from dra- 
matic schools, were warned, how- 
ever, that they might encounter 
difficulty if ever applying to Equity 
for membership. That caused sev- 
eral originally in the cast to walk 
out, 


BUCHANAN-ROBERTI 
IN NEW A & F SHO 


New Aarons & Freedley mu- 
sical, for which George and Ira 
Gershwin are writing book, score 
and lyrics, will go into rehearsal 
in October with Jack Buchanan as 
the star. Show was delayed be- 
cause of fixing a date when Bu- 
chanan could leave London. This 
was definitely arranged by cable last 
week. 

No title for the production has 
been selected and casting incom- 
plete. Among those _ tentatively 
chosen is Lyda Roberti. George 
Hale will stage the numbers. 


Baker’s Untitled Show 
Sans Shubert Backing 


Phil Baker’s ‘Laugh It Off’ revue 
fs on, sans any Shubert hookup or 
other hitches. Sole change will be 
the title, as yet undetermined, be- 
cause of a previous claimant to 
‘Laugh It Off.’ Pat Ballard, U. of 
P. alumnus, claims prior right to a 
libretto and score of that name 
which college show he is trying to 
sell professionally. 

So far lined up for the reyue are 
Eddie Garr, Ethel Barrymore Colt, 
the Four Musketeers (male quar- 
tet from Abe Lyman’s orchestra), 
Adia Kouznetzoff and Nicolina, Barr 
Hill, baritone from the Chicago 
Civic Opera, June and Cherry Preis- 
ser, and the Abner Twins. 

Georgie Hale will stage the 
dances. Songs and scenes by Mur- 
ray, Trivers and Oakland. 














NORTON RESTING UPSTATE 


William Norton, manager of the 
Music Box, New York, who was un- 
der observation at Polyclinic hos- 
pital where his ailment was diag- 
nosed as intestinal congestion, is 
resting at Lake Lucerne. 

He is expected back at the the- 
atre next week. Lep Solomon and 
Spencer Bettleheim are batting for 
Norton in his absence. 





OPTIMISTIC 
Traer, Ia., Aug. 1. 
Despite that red ink marked the 
efforts of the little theatre move- 
ment in the season just closed, 
times and not the movement were 
to blame, directors voted. They 
have made plans for fall and winter 
work which thus far will include 
three stage play presentations. 
Ray Smith is president. 





McGowan Staging ‘Ballyhoo’ 

Thomas Mitchell has _ replaced 
Jack McGowan as stager of the 
skits for ‘Ballyhoo,’ revue due for 
fall opening. 

Harlan Thompson was offered the 
assignment while in town, but 
couldn’t make it due to a Para- 
mount studio assignment. _ 


NAMED FOR 
CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
The Chicago legit outlook is bleak. 
Only three bookings appear even 
tentatively set. They are ‘Another 


Language,’ for the Harris about 
Sept. 3, and ‘Reunion in Vienna’ for 
the Erlanger Sept 5, while the Chi 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ is not due until 
October. Dates may be changed. 
Looks certain that six or seven 
theatres will be dark at any given 
date throughout the new season. 
Great Northern is slated to remain 
in perpetual mourning and the 
Princess and Cort are natural sis- 
ters-in-crepe. Present calculations 
indicate that the Illinois will be 
dark most of the time. Rumored 
revival of ‘Hot Cha’ is mentioned 
for this house. 

Blackstone has approached the 
Shuberts for bookings, but latter 
replied negatively. Tracy Drake 
must therefore rely upon independ- 
ent bookings for the house. Hotel 
man may have little leisure for the 
theatrical hobby this season. 
Adelphi and Playhouse, the two 
legits without five-man orchestra 
elauses, will again have the edge 
for the smaller attractions and one- 
set operas. 








Production Lull May 
Close 3 B. & C. Houses 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Belasco & Curran is facing a com- 
plete shutdown of its three Coast 
houses, the Belasco here and the 
Curran and Geary in San Francisco, 
through failure to put into rehearsal 
a production to follow ‘Cat and the 
Fiddle” B & C will keep the mu- 
sical at the Curran only until Ina 
Claire winds up here at the Belasco. 
‘Cynara’ closing Saturday (6), at the 
Biltmore here, goes into the dark 
Geary, for two weeks. 

Local producers had planned on 
Gerhold Davis’ ‘Footlights’ for the 
’Frisco ace house to follow ‘Cat and 
Fiddle,’ but with the Davis show 
a bloomer, B & C is high and dry 


MID-WEST CHAIN 


McLaughlin Planning 12-House 
String for Autumn 








Cleveland, Aug. L 

Robert McLaughlin and Sam Man- 
heim, business associates, planning 
a midwestern stock chain of 12 
legit houses getting under way 
around Sept. 1. 

The Ohio will be the producing 
headquarters for shows sent out on 
the circuit. 


Co-Op Troupe of 50 
Starts Bus Tour of 
1-2 Niters at $1.50 


‘Merry-Go-Round,’ Barmac Cor- 
poration’s co-operative road revue 
which will tour by bus, is due to 
open next week, at Norwalk, Conn. 
Troupe comprises about 50 péople 
and will one and two night it at 
a $1-$1.50 scale. Three and a half 
weeks are already booked. 

Cast is headed by Agnes Ayres, 


Shanon Day (both from pictures) 
and Billy Wayne (formerly of 
Wayne and Warren, vaude), who is 
the show’s producer. Score is by 
Ken Nicholls, who is in the cast, 
with the skits by Nichols and 
Wayne. Billy Seabury is staging 
the numbers for a ten girl chorus 
and is a cast member. A femme 
orchestra of 12, to double between 
pit and stage, is also on the roster. 
Other cast principals are Marie 
Callahan, Marjorie Leach, Ted Meza 
and Marena Wolcott. 

Show has had two advance men 
out for six weeks and is hiring two 
buses at $125 weekly each which in- 
cludes drivers and gasoline. Com- 
pany will start out through New 
England and upper New York state 
and may reach Canada and the 
middle west. 

Behind the venture financially are 
Harry Barth and a Mr. McNichols, 
real estate men from whose names 
the title of the corporation is de- 
rived. An unusual clause in the 
contracts issued to the players is 
@ paragraph which specifies that 
weekly expenditures shall not go 
beyond $1,500 weekly, this including 
chorus and orchestra salaries as 
well as stagehands, etc. Up to yes- 
terday (Monday), the backers had 
not asked for an adjustment on this 
stipulation. 














McGraw After Pres. 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 


Baldwin McGraw, ex-KPO drama 
director, wants to install a co-op 
stock company in the long-daarg- 
ened President, and is dickering 
with unions for concessions. Stage- 
hands have given him a definite 
turndown on his equal shares propo- 
sition, but musicians will meet this 
week to consider it. 

Winship estate, owner of the 
President, formerly operated by 
Henry Duffy, is willing to turn the 
theatre over to McGraw sans rent 
until house makes money. 

McGraw would ring up curtain 
at 7:45 p. m. for a 10 o’clock clos- 





for an attraction. 


ing. 





Billie Burke May Do Kern Show, 
And Retire F ollies Title from Stage 





hi task Coe Sle 


Concessions from Unions 





Chicago, Aug. 1. 


One month before the present 
union contracts expire, Chicago’s 
legit managers have formed a com- 
mittee whose slogan is ‘unnecessary 
theatre orchestras must go.’ This 
refers to the required five man pit 
orchestras which most of the legit 
houses have maintained for years. 
Cost is $480 per theatre each week. 

The legit men also want relief 
from the stagehands. In this di- 
rection they advocate the flexible 
crew system of New York where 
the backstage boys increase in 
number as shows increase in size. 
Neither Jimmy Petrillo, musicians’ 
boss, or George Brown, of the 
stagehands, has been officially in- 
formed of these ideas as yet. For- 
mal notification is expected within 
a& week. 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Billie Burke concludes work in 
‘Bill of Divorcement’ at Radio this 
Friday (5). She will remain here 
two weeks and then leaves for Nev 
York with the body of her late hus- 
band, Flo Ziegfeld. Miss Burke de- 
sires a private funeral, but Mayor 
Walker is insistent on a tribute 
from the city. No decision has been 
reached as yet. Miss Burke states 
she will read the score of Jerome 
Kern’s operetta, which he wrote for 
Zieggy prior to the latter’s death, 
and possibly will produce it herself. 
Actress declares she is undecided 
about permitting use of the ‘Follies’ 
as a title, feeling that with Zieggy 
gone the heart of the ‘Follies’ is no 
more. 

It is also likely that Miss Burke 
may complete affairs of the estate 
upon the termination of the ‘Show- 
boat’ revival and return here for 
picture work. 

If Miss Burke decides to go into 





production, report is that A. C. Blu- 
menthal will probably finance. 
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New U. B. 0. Awaits Action in Oct. 
Pending Theatre Lease Settlements 





Jobless Break 





Winchell Smith, if at his 
Farmington, Conn., home for 
most of the past year, calls it 
a break, 

‘I've been too busy to mon- 
key around Broadway recent- 
ly,” he wrote a New York 
friend a couple days ago, ‘So 
I've still got most of my money 
left.’ 


18 LEGIT WEEKS 
IN CAN, IST 
TIME 10 YRS. 


Toronto, Aug. 1. 

Canada will be open for legit 
bookings to a greater extent than 
any time within the past 10 years. 
Bookings totaling 18 weeks have 
been offered by Ernest M. Rawley 
of Toronto, who has lined up the 
theatres. 

Territory extends from Toronto to 
the northwest. A number of theatres 
mentioned were of the Canadian 
Paramcunt string and were involved 
in a government suit. Understood 
that Rawley thereafter entered into 
an agreement to supply them with 
legit attractions from time to time. 


L. A. MUSICAL CLOSED BY 
UNIONS; CAST COLLECTS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 
‘Footlites,’ Gerhold Davis’ mu- 
sical,» folded Wednesday (27), half 
an hour after the matinee was to 
start, when musicians and stage- 
hands, holéing $3,115 worth of un- 
cashable checks refused to render 
service. Cast and chorus was paid 
$3,400, two weeks’ salary, out of the 
bond posted with Equity. About 
$200 in refunds was made for an 
unplayed matinee, 

Both unions are still waiting for 
their money, and Arthur Wenzel, 
p.a., and Agustin Glassmire, direc- 
tor, are in the same fix. 


Vail’s Rep for Pitt, 
Plans 4 40c Mats Wkly. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 

Deal whereby Ed Vail, former 
director of George Sharp stock 
company here, is to take over the 
Pitt to house a repertory group 
next season, is expected to be 
closed in a few days. Vail has 
been around for weeks arranging 
financial backing and other details. 
The Pitt, formerly a Shubert 
property, was sold at a sheriff's 
sale some time ago to the insurance 
company holding the mortgage. It 
has been dark for more than a year. 
Vail intends to run 10 shows a 
week, including four matinees at 
which top will be 40 cents. Eve- 
nings are to be 91 cents, with a 
9-cent tax, permitting customers to 
escape the government rap. 





























Fears and Anderson 


Peggy Fears in contemplating an- 
other new show in which to star 
Judith Anderson. 

Title of the piece is ‘Mistress An- 
tonio.’ 


COMMEMORATING OLD CALIF. 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 

A suggestion of the late Emelie 
Melville was carried out this week 
when a plaque was installed in what 
is now the telephone building, com- 
memorating the old California the- 
atre on Bush street. 

J. J. Gottlob, Charles Shult and 
other old-timers were guests at the 
exercises. 


‘LILLY’ AT BROADHURST 
First George Abbott-Phill Dun- 
ning play, ‘Lilly Turner,’ goes into 
the Broadhurst, New York, Sept. 19. 
It’s the piece previously known 
as ‘Exit,’ authoreg by the pro- 











ducers and staged by Abbott. 
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The combined Erlanger-Shubert 
booking enterprizes opened offices 
on the eighth floor of the New 
Amsterdam theatre Aug. 1, but it is 
believed the new legit circuit will 


not fully function until October be- 
cause of the mass of detail to be 
arranged, including deals with out- 
of-town theatres to be booked. 

Jules Murry for the Shuberts and 
Augustus Pitou for Erlangers have 
separate offices for the handling of 
shows for New York. They will 
team on the out-of-town bookings, 
Marcus Heiman, whose office is on 
the same floor, is head of the new 
circuit and has the last say in ques- 
tions to be decided. Circuit's offi- 
cial title of the United Booking 
Office, the same that once applied 
to the Keith vaudeville booking de- 
partment. 

Control and booking of a number 
of Broadway theatres, continue to 
be shuffled about because of bank- 
ing control or foreclosures which 
forestall definite disposition of the 
houses at this time. 


Musical Houses 
Two independent producers of 
musicals have dickered for leases 
on the Imperial and Chanin’s 46th 
St, both of which were properties 
of the Shubert Theatre Corpn. The 


(Continued on page 53) 


CHARLOTTE FIXEL HELD 
A. L. ERLANGER’S WIDOW 


Surrogate O’Brien handed down 
a ruling Monday (1) sustaining the 
contention of Charlotte Fixel, who 
was once professionally known as 
Charlotte Leslay, that shé was the 
common-law wife of the late A. Ll. 
Erlanger. The case occupied most 
of last winter and the testimony 
was the most soluminous on rec- 
ord in such cases. 

It was shown that Erlanger and 
Miss Fixel traveled from coast to 
coast as man and wife and that they 
made European trips together at 
which time they registered as such 
in various hotels abroad. 

No mention of Miss Fixel was 
made in Erlanger’s will. The fight 
to establish Misg Fixel’s status was 
accompanied by a feud between At- 
torneys Max D. Steurer as counsel 
for Miss Fixel, and Isidor Kresel, 
called in by the estate. Recently 
Mr. Kresel withdrew, after a re- 
ported dispute with Judge Mitchell 
L. Erlanger after the hearings were 
completed. 

The court castigated the defense 
for its insistence in painting ‘a sor- 
did picture of continued breaching 
of the moral law’ when as a matter 
of fact there is ‘convincing proof 
...0of a union of two sympathetic 
persons for a time illicit, but be- 
cause of a barrier in the divorce 
decree (Erlanger’s) and not because 
of a lack of matrimonial intent, a 
decade of mutual fidelity, unstained 
by even a suggestion of indifference 
or inconstancy, a blending of two 
lives...as are lived by the average 
husband and wife faithfully devoted 
to each other.’ 

Miss Fixel now has the right to 
sue for a widow’s one-third dower 
right in the estate, which unless a 
settlement is made, may be tied up 
for years. Indications are that the 
activities of the Erlanger office will 
be limited until the matter is fin- 
ished. 











EDITH KING IN ELIZ. 
Newark, Aug. 1. 

Edith King is heading a new 
stock company in the Elks’ Audi- 
torium, Elizabeth. William Faver- 
sham, whose stock in Montclair 
closed last spring, is playing the 
leads. 

Others in the company are Lorna 
Elliot, Burr Lee, William R. Ran- 
dall, Kirk Brown, James Horn and 
Walline Groom. 





L. A. BILTMORE DARK 
Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


With departure of ‘Cynara’ from 
the Biltmore, Saturday (6), house 
goes dark indefinitely. 

Not a single legit show has been 
pencilled in for the Coast, and un- 
less an early season Broadway pro- 
duction is jumped here, the Er- 
langer house is in for a long idle 





spell. 
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The late Sam Kingston was the most colorful executive on the staff 
of the late Flo Ziegfeld, When Zieggy was out of town Kingston received 
Not infrequently he would 
indicate a sheaf of such messages and declare he had not even read 
them, saving the wires merely to check the bill. 


Kingston was partial to blue serge suits and half a dozen hung in a 


eabinet in his office. When joshed about it he would open the cabinet 
and display the clothes, once buying a gray suit to fool a friend. 

Zieggy’s general manager continued to occupy offices in the ninth floor 
of the New Amsterdam after the Ziegfeld theatre was built and the late 
Walter Kingsley held forth in Zieggy’s quarters on the same floor. Coin- 
cidence was that both Kingston and Kingsley died of cerebral meningitis 
within a comparatively brief interval. 

Kingston handled all of Zieggy’s accounts and bankrolls and became a 
past master at stalling creditors. It was nothing for him to gather up 
a bundle of bills and statements and tear them up. Sam quit Ziegfeld 
to go with William Fox but returned after a year. Ziegfeld and Kingston 
were associates and friends for many years. One of the latter’s prized 
mementoes was a tintype of himself and Zieggy posed with small derbies, 
or ‘iron hats,’ and he never permitted it out of his hands. 








‘A Parlor Match’ was not a Ziegfeld show. It was a Hoyt farce pre- 
sented by and acted in by Evans and Hoey. Show was played by them 
for a dozen years and revived before Anna Held appeared in it as an 
added attraction. 

Ziegfeld brought Miss Held over from Paris but didn’t know what to 
do with her. When Minnie French (Mrs. Evans) was taken ill, Miss Held 
stepped into the cast. ‘Match’ was originally a playlet called ‘The Book 
Agent’ and first showed at Miner’s Bowery. 

Nor was Ziegfed concerned with ‘The Pink Lady’ which really was the 
most successful musical ever presented by Klaw and Erlanger who were 
inordinately proud of the show. 





Throughout the profession it was commonly believed that Ziegfeld was 
Jewish. He never bothered to comment on the matter one way or the 
other. 

Ziegfeld’s father was a Lutheran and his mother a Catholic, as is the 
widow, Billie Burke. On the Coast services were conducted by an Epis- 
copal clergyman. ; 

Miss Burke remains at the Radio studio in Hollywood until the pic- 
turized version of ‘A Bill of Divorcement’ is finished. The suspense of 
the coming journey back to New York is an added burden for her with 
no date for the final interment in New York named as yet. 





The roof atop the New Amsterdam, the activities of which were 
especially Ziegfeld’s, drew the classiest after-theatre patronage ever 
known to night clubs then or since. Called the ‘Midnight Frolic’ it 
offered a special type of revue for which there was a $5 cover charge. 

‘Follies’ beauts appeared in the ‘Frolic’ and the roof brought out 
Lillian Lorraine as a number leader. Prohibition took the roof out of 
the field as a late supper spot. About two years ago Zieggy attempted 
to revive the ‘Frolic,’ offering Paul Whiteman’s band and Maurice Che- 
valier, but it was a losing proposition. 

To the roof, in addition to social registerites and the cream of the 
show world, there nightiy assembled in the old days a group of managers 
and newspapermen who always sat around a table in the back. The 
press bunch felt the passing of the roof more keenly than the closing 
of any Broadway spot that the dry law dried. 





Ziegfeld was known as Flo, abbreviated from Florenz, but he was 
rather sensitive about it and invariably advertised as F. Ziegfeld, some- 
times adding the junior to his name. 

‘Variety’ made it easier by calling him Zieggy, to which he never 
objected. 





Zieggy was the first manager to charge-$5.50 top for his musicals, 
a price that doubtless led others into the revue field. He had opened 
most of his more recent shows at $11 and $16.50 top the first night. 
Others had the temerity to top that going to $22 and $27.50, and one 
revue sold about 100 tickets for its premiere at $100 each. 

The ‘Follies’ was originally priced at $2 top. That was when Ziegfeld 
moved into the New Amsterdam from the New York roof in 1914. At 
that time the ‘Follies’ opened in June and closed on Labor Day, merely 
a summer show. Sidewalk ticket specs had no trouble getting $5 and $6 
for tickets whether it was hot or not. 





‘Variety’ received not a few of Zieggy’s lengthy telegrams which gen- 
erally took exception to some story or the estimated grosses on his shows. 
The wires were rarely answered in type. 

His leading objection was a half hour phone call about ‘Variety’s’ 
notice on ‘Rosalie.’ He desired another review, claiming a bad break for 
& production that cost $230,000. No second review was written but his 
plaint was referred to in the paper as ‘A $230,000 Squawk,’ and he 
giggled when he saw it. 





The pass list was always a bone of contention between Zieggy and his 
various p. a.’s. The producer was adamant against spurious gate-crash- 
ing, and always checked up on his publicity men via the company 
managers to see that the press passes, when issued, went to legitimate 
sources and not as pay-offs for personal favors, etc. 

Bernard Sobol, Ziegfeld’s last p. a., had finally gotten it so that the 
Pass list was not curtailed as stringently as in the past, but as recent 
as 10 days before Ziegfeld’s death Zieggy had wired Percy Thomas, acting 
company manazer of ‘Show Boat’ at the Casino, to keep strict tabs on 
the pass thing. 





Ziegfeld had a wealth of color. He was an artist in all essentials. He 
Was addicted to colored shirts, smoked cigars and was temperate, rarely 
imbibing in public. His favorite drink was Napoleon brandy. Once, 
when coming from his Canadian camp, his private car was stopped, 
on the border and about 60 bottles of the prized booze were confiscated. 





His office contained more than 100 statues of elephants, in ivory, jade, 


and what not. 
The late David Belasco had the same hobby. 





A radio memorial program to Zieggy was conducted by WMCA Friday 
night (29) through A. C. Blumenthal and Donald Flamm. A flock of 
Ziegfeld names went on the air including Helen Morgan, Peggy Fears, 
Norma Terris, Harry Richman and Bert Lahr. 





An oldtimer supplies the following bill as presented by Ziegfeld at the 
Trocadero, a Chicago music hall, in 1893, during the World’s Fair: 
Seuea’s Band, Sandow, Lew Dockstader, the Flying Jordans, Wood 





Just Missed 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Emerson Treacy rushed into 
the Hollywood Playhouse last 
week, asking for rental price, 
cost of stage hands and de- 
tails of production, announc- 
ing that he had just met a 
former schoolmate who was 
anxious to back a comedy the 
actor had written. 

Treacy didn’t show up again 
for two days, but when he did 
he said the production died the 
moment the long-lost pal bor- 
rowed a dollar to wire east for 
the money. 











% STAR, HEALY 
DEMANDS SAY 
ON CASTING 


Ted Healy’s disagreement with 
the Shuberts over a supporting cast 
and other details concerning the 
‘Greenwich Village Follies,’ resulted 
in his temporary withdrawal from 
the revue. The comedian’s contract 
made him a partner in the produc- 
tion on a percentage-sharing basis 
instead of a straight salary. 

Healy’s objections were chiefly to 
the cast proposed by the Shuberts. 
His contention was that as long as 
his salary would depend on the 
quality of the show he should have 
a say in the casting. 

After the comic’s contract tear- 
ing, Healy’s lawyer and the Shu- 
berts made a new deal by which 
the producers gave in to the per- 
centage star’s demand. An inserted 
clause gives Healy equal say with 
the Shuberts in picking the. east. 

Two vaudeville dates arranged 
for Healy between the Shubert can- 
cellation and new deal will be 
played. They are the week of Aug. 
6 for RKO in Boston and the fol- 
lowng week for Loew at the State, 
New York. 

For ‘G.V.F.’ the Shuberts guar- 
antee Healy $1,000 a week single 
against 50% of the net and take 
care of his stooge payroll. 


LESLIE-IMPORTED GIRL 
FACES DEPORTATION 


Unless she can get a job within 
two weeks Viola Dobos, dancer, who 
lives in Astoria, will be faced with 
deportation to Hungary. The girl, 
who was brought over from Paris 
for a part in Lew Leslie’s ‘Inter- 
national Revue,’ has had several odd 
jobs since the show closed. 

Miss Dobos is afraid to return 
to her native land for fear it would 
take another five years to climb 
back to the place she had when the 
show closed. She is also concerned 
with the deportation as the Hun- 
garian law forbids the issuance of 
passports to persons deported to 
that country. 


Schwab-DeSylva Musical 
Is Minus Love Interest 


Lou Holtz, Ethel Merman, Mitzi 
Mayfair, June Knight, J. C. Nugent 
and Sid Silvers are among the prin- 
cipals lined up for the Schwab-De- 
Sylva ‘Humpty-Dumpty.’ Show goes 
into rehearsal Aug. 15. 

Schwab and DeSylva are doing 
the book with Nacio Herb Brown 
and Dick Whiting attending to the 
score, 

Script will be minus a weeping or 
fainting ingenue because there’s no 
love interest. 

















Leontovich for ‘Bird’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Eugenie Leontovich returns to 
New York early in October for ‘Fire 
Bird,’ which Gilbert Miller will pro- 
duce. Gladys Cooper also shortly 
presents it in London. 

Miss Leontovich came here for a 
rest after a 20-month tour in ‘Grand 
Hotel.” May do a picture before 
she returns east. 





LARRY BECK’S COLLAPSE 
Larry Beck, stage manager for 
‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ collapsed in his 
hotel room last week. 
He was replaced by Dennis Mur- 





and Shepard, Hassen Ben Ali Troupe and two other acts. All for $1.50 
top, 


rm 





Interests 





‘MOURNING’ IN MORNING 


Cleveland Plan for O'Neill 
Time Out for Lunch 





Play— 





Cleveland, Aug. 1. 


Morning matinees for the stock 
presentation of ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra,’ with time out for lunch, 
is the wrinkle Robert McLaughlin 
will try out when his Ohio r@p 
company puts O’Neilii’s play on here 
Aug. 14. 
McLaughlin plots to start his 
show at 11 a. m. with luncheon in- 
termission at 1:30, and evening per- 
formance beginning at 5 p. m. Alice 
Brady is slated for the lead with 
Walter Gilbert opposite, but pro- 
ducer plans to import another lead 
actress for alternate shows. Both 
will also appear in ‘Rain’ Aug. 7. 
Blanche Yurka, for ‘Women of 
Destiny,’ also signed for McLaugh- 
lin’s stock program. Play, due to 
be produced late this month, was 
once optioned by Ethel Barrymore, 
who finally dropped it. Rights to it 
are now held by Lee Shubert. 
Ernest Truex is booked for 
‘Whistling in the Dark’; also Helen 
lord in revival of ‘Gingham Girl,’ 
and Francine Larrimore in ‘Let Us 
Be Gay. Cleveland producer also 
dickering for James Cagney, of pic- 
tures, offering him $2,000 a week 
for appearance in a new play. 


CHI FADEOUT A 
SHUBERT WORRY 


Chicago, Aut. 1. 
Lee Shubert spent several days in 
Chicago last week and left for New 
York Saturday. He is due to return 
Thursday (4). 

Lacally it is understood that Shu- 
bert is anxious that the Shubert 
power and name shall not become 
ebsolete in show business and that 
the brothers are investing their own 
money to that end. 


Kern-Hammerstein Cycle 
Of Theatre Historicals 


A cycle of musicals inspired by 
‘Show Boat’ is being prepared by 
the authors, Jerome Kern and Oscar 
Hammerstein, 2nd. Each will have 
theatre or show background which 
is the atmosphere of ‘Boat.’ ~ 

First of the series is tentatively 
called ‘California,’ having to do 
with the ’4$ gold rush and the thea- 
tre of that day. The cycle in sub- 
sequent shows will treat of some 
other phases of the theatre, also an 
American historical background. 

It was the intention of the late 
Flo Ziegfeld to present ‘California’ 
at the Casino theatre, following the 
current revival of ‘Show Boat.’ He 
also proposed to present at the 
Ziegfeld another Kern-Hammerstein 
musical which is in the making and 
which has the working title of ‘Two 
Little Girls.’ Lattcr is of the oper- 
etta type, with the chorus limited 
and virtually detached. 




















Harris’ 2 Shows Have 
Kaufman as Co-Author 


Next two presentations to be pro- 
duced by Sam Harris will be non- 
musical, with George S. Kaufman as 
co-author. 

Piays are ‘Dinner at Eight,’ by 
Kaufman and Edna Ferber, and 
‘Here Today,’ by Kaufman and 
George Oppenheimer. ‘Dinner’ is set 
for the Music Box, New York, Oct. 
12. Cast includes Paul Harvey and 
Jose Allesandro, 





OSTROW’S 3 ON OWN 


Dimitri Ostrow, legit adaptor and 
stager, formerly with the Shuberts, 
is going into production on his own 
in the fall. He has three plays 
lined up. 

Optioned by Ostrow are an un- 
titled piece by Jerome Dreifus, ‘So 
This Is College,’ by Fabian Mathey, 
jand ‘Censored,’ by Conrad Seiler. 





Outside Theatre Took 
Liegfeld's 2 Fortunes; Mass of 
Claims Leaves Estate in Doubt 





Flo Ziegfeld died a poor man, but 
he did not go broke in show busi- 
ness. He was twice a millionaire 
until the stock market crashed. In- 
tuitively he headed for the coast to 
be near his wife, Billie Burke, not 
only because of his desperate ill- 
ness, but the weight of financial 
worries. 
To what degree his family is pro- 
tected has not been determined, the 
mass of claims against the estate 
are yet to be scrutinized. It was 
stated that the Ziegfela home at 
Hastings-on-the-Hudson was in 
Miss Burke’s name and that she 
mortgaged it to provide some of the 
money for ‘Hot-Cha,’ the last Zieg- 
feld production. Ticket brokers also 
advanced money for the show. That 
Miss Burke is on the lot in Holly- 
wood speaks for itself. The late 
showman had a constitutional dis- 
regard for the prompt payment of 
bills and often allowed creditors to 
go into court with their claims. 
The Ziegfeld offices at the Zieg- 
feld theatre have been virtually 
shut down. The switchboard has 
been disconnected and but one tele< 
phone and one person remain to re- 
fer queries to the Casino, where 
‘Show Boat’ and what remains of 
the staff are quartered. 


Louis Levy Executor 


What the activities of the Zieg- 
feld estate will be appears to be up 
to Peggy Fears’ husband, A. C. Blu- 
menthal, who is in charge, although 
the executor named in the will is 
Louis Levy of the legal firm of 
Chadbourne, Stanchfield & Levy. 
Miss Fears was once of the Zieg- 
feld ‘Follies.’ There had been a long 
friendship between the two couples, 
and it was Miss Burke’s desire that 
Blumenthal take charge. He was 
requested to do so by Ziegfeld, and 
is acting without remuneration. 

Plan now is to tour ‘Show Boat’ 
in October, the revival doing well 
enough to stay on Broadway until 
then. Also, it is proposed to tour a 
eombined ‘Follies’ with bits and 
numbers from most of the revues. 
Understood show would be backed 
by Blumenthal, but with Miss Burke 
declared in in return for the use of 
the Ziegfeld name. As for the ma- 
terial, arrangement would be made 
with the estate and.the estate of 
A. L. Erlanger which has a one- 
third interest in the title ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies,’ on a royalty basis. 

‘Hot-Cha’ was produced under the 
name of the F-Z Corporation, and 
‘Boat’s’ revival had the same cor- 
porate identity, That caused some 
confusion when ‘Cha’ claims started 
piling up against ‘Boat’ and nearly 
closed the revival. When Blumen- 
thal stepped in a number of claims 
were set aside as personal contrac- 
tions by the late producer, for which 
the corporation cannot be held lia- 
ble. Some doubt about authors’ 
royalties on ‘Cha.’ It appears the 
authors had agreements with the 
manager but not with the F-Z Corp. 
Total cost of ‘Cha’ was $179,000, 
which represents the loss. Amount 
of claims against the show unpaid 
are said to be about $22,000. 


Patricia’s Trust Fund 
Ziegfeld did not own a share of 
the F-Z Corporation, all his stock 
being in the name of his daughter, 
Patricia, who was to have benefited. 
Understood a trust fund for Miss 
Ziegfeld is the only material cash 
on hand and is immune from ciaims 
against the estate. 

The basis upon which ‘Show Boat’ 
continues to operate has the cast on 
a 25% salary cut. There were two 
reductions, the first averaging 
around 10%. Authors (Jerome Kern 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d) also 
reduced their royalties by one-quar- 
ter after Blumenthal stepped in. 


Winniger, who refused to take more 
than 10%. 

Retained of the Ziegfeld staff and 
mow quartered in the Casino are 
Mrs. ‘Goldie’ Stanton and Alice 
Poole. Percy Thomas is house man- 
ager. Sam Harrison, who handled 
the company, withdrew when com- 
plications over ‘Hot-Cha’ arose, 
Nick Holde, general manager for 
Miss Fears’ productions and Blu- 
menthal is in entire charge at the 
Casino. 

Florenz Ziegfeld, Jr., was said to 
have been born a Catholic (in Chi- 





(Continued on page 49) 


One exception in the cut is Charles’ 
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LONDON SHOW WORLD 


London, July 23. 
A batch of racehorses from -the 
late Edgar Wallace’s stables sold 
recently for about $1,200. 





Foster’s New Play 
New military play going into the 
Shaftesbury under the management 


of fasil Foster is ‘Orders Are 
Orders,’ by Ian Hay and Anthony 
Aimstrong. Foster will appear in 


the piece, and has Adele Dixon and 
Olive Blakeney to support him. 





Josie Fearon to Berlin 
Josie Fearon, who sang opposite 
Richard Tauber in ‘The Land’ of 
Smiles’ revival at the Dominion re- 
cently, has, through his interest, 
been engaged for a month at a 
variety house in Berlin. 


. 


Giles Playfair’s Show 

A group of Oxford students, un- 
der the leadership of Giles Playfair, 
dcing a Pierrot show at. several 
coast resorts, the main idea being 
to advertise the budding talent of 
the song and lyric writers in the. 
company. Giles is son, of Sir Nigel 
Playfair and, is almost a lawyer. 


Weather Too Tough 
Archie de. Bear's, attempt to re- 
vive the Co-Optimists. under .a, new 
_name—‘Savoy: Follies’—is competing 
with the..weather and general de- 
pression. Matinees have been aban- 
doned; a 25% cut in salaries. 








Object Lesson 

Too humiliating for Hugh Wake-. 
field to be relegated to second spot 
on the Palladium bill on Tuesday, 
he quit on Wednesday. He_ should 
have done so after the first show 
Monday. Not his fault, merely a 
very poor vehicle. 

Had it happened to an American 
artist there would have gone up a 
hue and cry about prejudice, . It’s 
about time imported performers 
realize they are not brought over 
to be deliberately sloughed, 


Sir Nigel’s Debut 
Sir Nigel Playfair, British actor- 
manager, will make his film debut in 
‘Gloria Swanson’s first English-made 
picture, ‘Perfect Understanding,’ 
which starts at Ealing Studios end 
' of month, 








Vasco Moves Up 
Albert Vasco is no longer man- 
ager for the London Pavilion, suc- 
ceeded by Charles McGrail, formerly 
his assistant. Donald ‘Mepsted, son 
, of one of the directors, becomes as- 
sistant: manager. 





Van Druten’s Idea 

John van Druten, the prolific Eng- 
lish writer, formerly a solicitor, who 
jumped into fame with his ‘Young 
Woodley,’ has given up writing 
plays for at least six months, on the 
advice of his friends, who tell him 
he has already written too much 
and is cheapening his works. 

Just to keep his hand in, Druten 
will write a couple of books during 
that period. 

Druten has definitely made up his 
mind none of his current or future 
writings shall be adapted for the 
screen, and openly expresses his 
loathing of the talkers. 


SEVERAL GERMAN ACTS 
SET FOR EMPIRE, PARIS 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 

General Manager Cerf of Nathan 
has signed here a» considerable 

number of star attractions from ‘the 
Scala for the Empire in Paris. 

Vera Schwarz, Edith Lorand and 
her Jazz Orchestra, Erik Jan Ha- 
nussen, clairvoyant, Con Colleano 
and the new, Matray ballet are to 
perform in Paris this season, 











Cheap British Recording 
System’s Sudden Demand 


London, July 23. 

Visatone, indie British sound 
system, is making a sudden play 
for the recording market here, 

British International recently an- 
nounced it would install it as soon 
as its RCA contract ran _ out 
Twickenham, another RCA strong- 
hold, now intends following the B. I. 
lead. 

Visatone has already been in- 
Stalled at the Stoll Studios, Crickle- 
wood, and the Nettlefold plant at 
Walton-on-Thames. 

Advantage of the English system 
is its cheapness. 


._ Paris Nite Life Lulls 





Paris, Aug. 1. 
Beaucoup night clubs going dark 
until October, especially in the 
Montmartre sector, but Montpar- 


nasse is also affected. 


Result of the moneyed set leaving 


town for vacation. 





Film-Legit ‘Showcase’ 
Idea Interests Paris 


Paris, July 23. 

Legit theatre managers are wait- 
ing for results of Lew Cantor's 
intendéd ‘showcase’ in Hollywood. 
Reason is:that if it clicks they may 
get the support of some local pic- 
ture interests to put through a 
scheme which they have _ been 
hatching for some time. Idea is to 
have many plays staged just once 
by a special company, so that they 
can themselves judge better than by 
reading a script of it is worth pro- 
ducing on their own stages. This 
is equivalent to a legit trade show. 
Though script costs are inferior 
here to the American scale, picture 
money would help all branches of 
the show business if enticed to join 
legit in the scheme. 


LESS THAN 24 HOUSES 
OPEN IN-LONDON’S W. E. 


London, Aug. 1. 


Week starting July 25 saw less 
than 24 theatres open in the West 
End of London, making nearly 20 
dark. This is one of the worst low 
levels in years... 

Among the few pieces remaining 
drawing money are ‘The Dubarry’ 
which has a heavy stalls following 
at His Majesty’s; ‘Waltzes from 
Vienna,’ which is due to fizzle out 
in a week or two, ‘Casanova,’ at 
the Coliseum, now building up to 
‘White Horse Inn’ dimensions, and 
‘Musical Chairs,’ non-musical at the 
Criterion. 


Mex-Swedish Taxes 


(Continued from page 13) 


85c. each on Spanish ‘talker’ discs. 
Furthermore, government has under 
consideration proposition for boost- 
ing by about 50% import rates on 
cinematic apparatus and gambling 
paraphernalia. 

- Threatened virtual complete shut 














down of all movie houses in Mex-. 


ico, because of radical tariff law 
last year, was averted as result of 
President Pascual Ortiz Rubio heed- 
ing a petition from representatives 
of picture industry and postponing 
execution of measure until April 22 
last, to allow time for further con- 
sideration of the measure. Law 
went into effect, although. consider- 
ably modified. One provision was 
that 1,000% import-duty rate would 
apply only to those importers who 
brought in more film than their 
quotas allowed. All importers were 
required to register said quotas with 
Ministry of Finance. Importers 
were put into two groups, one which 
imported up to 120,000 meters a year 
and the other bringing in from that 
amount to 200,000 meters annually. 
Law also cut levy on non-Spanish 
discs from the original 50 pesos per 
kilo (2.2046 lIbs.), to 20 pesos for 


that amount, or around $1.15 per 
disc. 
Press, Public Indignant 
Local newspapers assert that 


practically all picture houses in 
Mexico will close Aug. 20 because 
of the elevated disc import impost. 
Prints fix this date for the closures, 
asserting that distributors, under 
clause of supply contracts, have 
given exhibitors 30 days’ notice of 
cancellation of agreements. Dis- 
tributors, however, say that such 
notices haven't been given as such 
action must be first okayed by their 
héadquarters in the States. Never- 
theless, there is much excitement, 
and a deal of anxiety, on the part 
of the public and press. 
Government is criticised for back- 
ing up the nationalistic campaign 
which obviously inspired boosted 
motion picture import levies. An 


editorial in the important local 
daily ‘El Universal,’ observes, in 
part: 


‘Once again the Mexican public 
seems to be in imminent danger of 
being deprived of the movies, the 
entertainment it prefers because of 
its quality and. reasonable prices. 
It appears that starting Aug. 20 dis- 
tributors wiil cancel contracts they 
have with exhibitors throughout the 


country. The reason why they have 
set that date for cancellations is a 
contract clause providing 30 days’ 
notice of such action. The distri- 
butors base their decision upon the 
impossibility in which they find 


themselves to operate under condi- 
tions created by the new import 
| duty.’ 





GRIND VAUDE 


First Time 





in Parie—At Natan’s 
Plaza 





Paris, Aug. L 

Midday to midnight continuous 
vaude will be introduced in Paris 
next season. This will be in the 
Plaza, a small boulevard house 
owned by Natan. Up to date, it 
has been used for vaude, films and 
latterly legit. 

This will be the first attempt at 
continuous vaude here but size of 
the house precludes ambitious bill- 
ings. 


Parenna Blows, 


Indie Agents OK 
Again in Berlin 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 
The Parenna, official employment 
agency for vaudeville artists, has 
given notice to its’ entire personnel. 
‘Dissolution of this institution is to 
take place in the very near future 
and will be brought about by an 
emergency decree. The old system 
of independent employment agen- 
cies for the above groups will then 
be restored again. 
Parenna is having great difficul- 
ties with the dismissed personnel, 
agents, office employees, etc. All of 
them have brought in a suit against 
Parenna at the Employment Court. 
Some agents claim up to $10,000. 


French Quota 


(Continued from page 13) 


done their dub*ing here for some 
time. 











New law, as published in the 
‘Journal Officiel,’ contains nine 
articles. Only sections 4 and 7 are 


different from previous law. Sec- 
tion 7 requires that all dubbing be 
done in France; that dubbed films 
be clearly designated as such when 
exhibited; that they specify the 
country of origin, the actors seen 
and the actors heard. 

Section 4 allows for the free entry 
and exhibition of foreign language 
films with superimposed titles pro- 
vided these are shown in not more 
than five theatres in the. Paris area 
and five theatres elsewhere in 
France. 

Amounts to the sum total that 
U. S. companies must dub for 
France, and dub in France. 


Metro’s Complications 


Metro will be annoyed by this, 
despite they’ve been expecting even 
worse, Metro has considerable 
money tied up in dubbing plants, 
actors and writers in Hollywood. 
Also it is likely that. Metro’s French- 
dubbed films (still being manufac- 
tured in Hollywood) will have to be 
shelved. 

Locally the credit for extenuating 
the French quota threat and making 
it as soft a blow as it is, is divided 
between the Hays office and the 
U. S. Government’s Department of 
Commerce (Fayette W. Allport, 
Paris representative), who have 
been co-operating in pleading with 
French officials. 


M-G RUSHES VERSIONS 
TO BEAT FRENCH QUOTA 


Culver City, Aug. 1. 

Deciding last week to cut its pro- 
duction of French and German 
synes to one unit instead of two, 
Metro rescinded the order on the 
French films. Intention is to get as 
many of this language as possible 
into France before the curtailing 
legislation is effective. 

Two pictures in this tongue are 
now under way, ‘Reducing’ and 
‘Grand Hotel,’ with plan to continue 
the two-at-a-time method. 

German and Italian versions are 
continuing on the single unit plan, 
with several more employes engaged 
in German filming dropped during 
the week. Most important of the 
outs is Jerome Lachenbrush, who 
had been supervising production in 
that language. 


IN PARIS 


Paris July 23. 
Maurice Chevalier, Irene Bordoni, 
Charles’ Boyer, 
Joe Seidelman, Peggy Joyce. 














Canadian Quota... Prospects 





(Continued from page 13) 
their opponents have been jacking 
up the ante only to discover now 
that provision for a quota is not 
in the British cards. 


Barking at Ghost 


Canadian distributors now realize 
they’ve been out-smarted and that 
all their protests at a film quota 
were shots at a mythical target and 
a waste of ammunition. 

What Canada’s ‘prime minister 
and Ontario’s premier may do, in 
view of their personal’ leanings 
toward British-made pictures, re- 
mains to be seen. Both have ex- 
pressed their intention of favoring 


a compulsory quota but, accuvraing 
to Kearney, British producers pre- 
fer that their films sta1.d or fall on 
merit. 

‘Equality of .opportunity is an 
accurate three-word summary of 
the desires of British film producers 
in the Canadign motion picture 
market,’ Kearney told ‘Varicty.’ ‘No 
British film producer desires.or ex- 
pects that ,his. pictures should be 
exhibited, throughout, the -Empire 
merely because. hav are British-. 
made.’ 

Kearney added " that he hoped 
never to be guilty of stating that 


superb, but neither were, the pro- 
ducers of any other nation able to 
avoid occasional sub-standards, 


No Fake. Barriers 


British producers, he noted, would 
like wider distribution of their 
product throughout the Empire on 
a practical commercial basis. They 
would like to secure a fair share 
of Canadian screens. Artificial 
methods of securing distribution of 
British films, he frankly did not 
favor. He did intimate, however, 
that if artificial barriers prevente% 
British pictures from obtaining an 
opportunity of showing in Canada, 
it was not unreasonable to expect 
that some suitable action be taken 
to break a vicious circle that could 
exclude British entertainment in 
various units of the Empire. 





READYING FOR WINTER 


The Hague, July 23. 
With summer legit very slack 
here, which the heat-wave of the 





stimulate, open-air shows are now 
becoming popular and several of 
these have been arranged for the 
near future at Valkenburg, . Ois- 
terwyk, Amsterdam and Bergen. 
In the meantime some of the 
companies are getting ready for the 
winter season. The Saalborn com- 
pany has obtained the rights for 
Holland of the German play, ‘Der 
blaue Engel,’ by Ebermayer, 
founded on Thomas Mann’s - novel, 
‘Professor Unrath,’ in which Jan- 
nings and Marlene Dietrich starred 
in the film-version (The Blue 
Angel), They are also, staging the 
Dutch version of ‘Disraeli’ by Klein 
and Rundt in which Arliss took 
the title-role in the film .of same 
title, 


New Arg. Fi irm 





(Continued from page 13) 


nance it. President of the com- 
pany is Dr. Rudolfo Doblas, vice- 
presidents are De. A, Gabaret. and 
E. De Donatis; general manager, 
Andres Miscovici. De Donatis was 
previously general manager of the 
Argentine National Bank. 

Intention, according to Kosarin, !s 
to produce films in the Argentine 
patois for that section of the world, 
film customers there having shown 
that they object to Spanish as used 
in American or other films because 


of the accents employed. Govern- 
ment is interested from _ several 
standpoints, not only wishing to 


build up what is hoped will be a 
profitable industry but also feeling 
that it would result in important 
propagandic results for the repub- 
lic. 

About half of the shorts to we 


made, Kosarin says, will be of 
travelog nature, illustrating Ar- 
gentine’s industries, cities. and 
natural color. Features will be 
taken from local literature largely, 
first being ‘Martin Fierro, a local 
favorite. 

Kosarin expects to spend about 





Clayton Sheehan, | 


a month in New York making his 
contacts, — 


British films and they may impose 


all British-made films. had been 


DUTCH LEGIT SLACK BUT 


last three weeks did not help to]: 


‘Passionate Plumber,’ 


(Continued from page 13) 


ences, but only now has the issue 
become really live. 

Replying to the resolution of Proe 
test filed by Oscar Hanson, on be. 
half. of Allied Exhibitors of Ontario, 
Major C: S. Boylen, chairman of the 
Ontario Board. of. Motion Picture 
Censors, claims there is no inten- 
tion to impose unfair corditions to 
ensure the exhibiting of British 
films. . ‘The exhibitors represented 
by. Mr. Hanson should not lose sight 
of the fact that the best elements 
of the Canadian public are calling 
for British-made films,’ he said. ‘It 
has been a matter of pleasurable 
surprise to learn of the tremendous 
strides made during the past two 
years in quality and production of 
British pictures. If, as has been 
hinted, the exhibitors in question 
are apprehensive about distribution, 
since there is no British organiza- 
tion here to distribute British films, 
these independent exhibitors might 
be well advised to be frank on the 
matter, ‘Their attitude is liable to 
cause their position as Canadians 
to be misunderstood.’ 


Film Probe Reminder 


Between these lines is .the veiled 
insinuation that independent exhib- 
itors have little reason in objecting 
to a quota law in view of the reve- 
lations at the recent alleged ‘film 
combine probe. Independent’ ex- 
hibitors stated in’their evidence at 
that time that the block-booking 
system, enforced by most of’ the 
major distributors, compelled them 
to take poor pictures in order to 
get good ones. It is not to be ex- 
pected that United States distribu- 
ting agencies are going to push a 
British film as much as they would 
their American products. 

It was announced that a selection 
committee in London, representing 
British producers, had shipped four 
features and seven shorts for the 
British film show in Ottawa. Cana- 
dian officials are likely to boil these 
down to two features and a couple 
of shorts for obvious reasons. Fea- 
tures are: ‘Mr. Bill the Conqueror,’ 
‘Faithful Heart,’ ‘No. 17,’ and ‘Love 
on Wheels.’ Two of these are from 
British International and two from 
Gainsborough. Invitations have 
been issued for the performance 
which will be staged under the di- 
rect auspices of the Canadian Gove 
ernment, 


Admish Tax Off 


(Continued from page 13) — 








probably be furnished, or at least 
a large part of it. 

It’s computed that film firms hold 
here some $3,000,000 Arg. in the 
banks, unable to remit, which is 
close to $750,000 U. S. So far, two 
months have gone by without a dol- 
lar going out for film, and some of 
the major concerns are threatening 
to stop. shipment. This is deemed 
an unwise step just now, in view of 
the way the foreigns, French and 
German, are getting a foothold, now 
playing high-class spots where be- 
fore they were never seen. 

Congressional news is io the ef- 
fect that an Inter-Parliamentary 


4 Tariff Committee has been formed 


to deal with complaints of excess 
taxation on foreign imports, film 
included, and its findings, rumored 
from a well-founded source to be 
favorable toward rebates, will be out 
next month. 

Meanwhile film firms, cinema 
owners and theatre owners are sol- 
idly together for the first time in 
the history of show business in Ar- 
gentina, in their efforts to obtain 
a reduction of taxes which are 
throttling the trade. 

Current now are ‘Scarface,’ ‘Tar- 
zan,’ ‘Mata Hari,’ ‘The Guardsman,’ 
‘One Hour 
With You,’ ‘Shanghai Express,’ 
‘Confessions of a Co-Ed,’ ‘Stepping 
Sisters,’ ‘Dance Team,’ ‘Sob Sister,” 
‘Behind the Mask,’ ‘Shopworn,’ ‘Rich 
Are Always With Us,’ ‘So Big,’ 





‘Paris-Mediterranean’ and_ several 
French and German, latter two do- 
ing well. 


ee 


17-Yr. Old Suicide 


The Hague, July 23. 

A tragic suicide at sea, not far 
from The Hague, was a locally 
promising young actress, Ciska 
Kremer, aged only 17. She rose 
overnight to fame in a play, ‘Youth,’ 
written by the Dutch socialist au- 
thor, eryntje Gyzen. Her co-star 
was Nap de la Mar, who died two 
years ago. 

Miss Kremer’s suicide occurred 





in a state of mental depression, 
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New Amsterdam Quster Proceedings 
Technical Move for Jumbled Estate 





New Amsterdam, New York, ace 
property of the A. L. Erlanger es- 
tate, was tossed into court last 
week under ouster proceedings, with 
claimed back rent amounting to 
$214,155. This was technical, one 
angle having to do with the action 
of Charlotte Fixel in her fight for 
a dower right to the Erlanger es- 
tate under claim of having been Er- 
langer’s common law wife. 


The theatre has been operating 
under a three-way lease, the prin- 
cipals being Erlanger (now his es- 
fate), Charles Dillingham and Flor- 
enz Ziegfeld (now his estate). Saul 
J. Baron is named in place of Er- 
langer, becuse he is temporary ad- 
ministrator of the estate and is also 
reported having an interest in the 
New Amsterdam. 

It is said that Baron has been 
getting the rent money aside be- 
eause the estate’s activities have 
been limited by the Fixel action. 
The money is understood to be held 
in escrow. 

$3,000,000 in Escrow? 

Although Baron, in an interme- 
diate accounting made _ several 
months ago, indicated the Erlanger 
estate had liabilities that equaled 
the assets, report is that $3,000,000 
is also reld in escrow. No mention 
of this money, if it is existent, has 
been made by anyone concerned 
with the estate. 

The New Amsterdam was orig- 
inally owned by Klaw & Erlanger, 
Nixon & Zimmerman, Henry Daz- 
jan and Al Hayman, All are 
deceased, except Dazian, who is 
92. Some years ago Erlanger 
bought the Klaw and Nixon inter- 
ests. Previously it looked like the 
other partners would gain posses- 
sion of the house, for which reason 
the late manager built Erlanger’s 
on west 44th street and provided 
for offices over the theatre. Freddy 
Zimmerman had a deal on to lease 
the New Amsterdam to William 
Fox for $250,000 yearly, as against 
$130,000 which has been charged as 
rent for legit purposes, But Er- 
langer gained undisputed control. 


Erlanger’s theatre recently was 
taken over by Vincent Astor, who 
owns the ground, rent on which was 
unpaid. House represents a loss 
of over $1,000,000, of which about 
three fourths is presented in bonds, 
which the holders will probably 
week recovery from the Erlanger 
estate. Latter requested that the 
name of the theatre be changed and 
the letters have been removed from 
the signs. New name will prosably 
be adapted from a London theatre. 


The house is to be operated by 
Lodewick Vroom, who has taken it 
over under lease. With the heavy 
fixed charges automatically elimin- 
ated by the foreclosure, the theatre 
may now be operated easily to a 
profit. : 





Dixons to Cedar Rapids 
Dubuque, Ia., Aug. 1. 
Don and Mazie Dixon's stock 
company closed a two months’ run 
at Spensley and went to Majestic, 
Cedar Rapids, for an indefi stay. 





vv 








NEW. 


NON-SMARTING 
TEARPROOF 


Maybelline 


Here's what you've been KC 
wanting — for off staae\® 
and on. A real eyelash 

darkener; one that goes 

on right the first time and ¢ 
that won't run, smear or 
smart with tears or per- 
Spiration. Positively non-smarting! 
opular mascara with the profession. Perfectly 
armless, Try the NEW Maybelline. Black or 

Brown, 75¢ at any toilet goods counter, 
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The most 
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VERONICA CHARLES 


BLYTHE & SCHNEIDER 


INC, 


THEATRICAL COSTUMES 


151 West 46th St., New York 
Bryant 9-3913 




















WANTED—Female Stenographer, 21 
to 30 years, write own composition, 
familiar with technique of drama, 
for collaboration. “Address Box 30, 
Variety, New York. 





Future Plays 


‘Keep Off the Grass’ new title of 
a musical with a book satirizing 
nudist cults, written by Bob Grannis 
and Jack Heagney. Former was 
dramatic editor of the late ‘Graphic.’ 
Score is by Tom Connell and Wil- 
liam Heagney. Alva Productions to 
present, 


‘Street Fiddler’ will be shown next 
week at Tarrytown by Arthur Beck- 
hard. 


‘Best Years,’ by Raymond Van 
Sickle, will be produced by Eliza- 
beth Miele, by arrangement with 
J. J. Shubert. Play had a tryout at 
Sharon recently. | 

‘Redwoods,” by John Dudley, is to 
be brought in during September by 
George H. Brennan after a road try- 
out, 

‘Harbor Lights,’ by Owen Davis, 
will be done in the fal! by Frank 
Conroy. Play is getting second try- 
out at Showhegan, after a first last 
spring at the University of Iowa. 

‘Crimson Cat’ will be the first 
Shubert offering of the _ season, 
opening in Atlantic City, Aug. 22. 

‘Just a Nice Girl,’ by Raymond 
Crosset, taken by Albert Bannister 
for fall production. 

‘To Be Continued,’ comedy by 
Charles George. For immediate 
production by Sam Lowett. 

‘Eastside,’ by Dennis Connolly. To 
be produced and staged by Roy 
Bartlett. Title may be changed to 
‘The Cycle.’ 

‘East River,’ by Katherine Forbes- 
Leith. For production by Sigourney 
Thayer. 








OUT OF TOWN REVIEWS 
FOOTLITES 


Los Angeles, July 24. 


Musical comedy in two acts and nine 
scenes by Gerhold O. Davis. Adapte? *tvom 
the Clarence Budington Kelland ‘Saturday 
Evening Post’ serial. Music by Harry 
Akst, Raymond Egan, Richard Whiting, 
Dave Snell, Will Jason, Ralph Freed and 
Art Wilson. Staged by Augustin Glassmire. 
Dances by Arthur Appell. Settings by W. 


H. McConnell. At the Mayan, Los Angeles, 
July 20. $2.50 top. 

Cast: Harry Stafford, Reginald Sheffield, 
Billy Taft, Dorothy Lee, Arthur Lovejoy, 


Ruth Matteson, John Webb Douglas, Don 
Douglas, Claudia Dell, Anthony Merlo, 
Pietro Gentili, John Cameron, Ban Sharp, 
Jack Heinz, Gene Gehurnig, Michael Jor- 
gen, Harry Stafford. 





Gerhold O. Davis’ adantation of 
Kelland’s story, from beginning to 
end, is stamped with the amateur 
trademark. Production strictly a 
high school type of presentation, 
despite a capable cast. Dorothy 
Lee, Billy Taft, Claudia Dell and 
Reginald Sheffield struggle for two 
and a half hours with inane lines, 
interrunted occasionally by a chorus 
which dances in approved picture 
house fashion, and the trite songs 
of principals. A tip-off on the pop- 
ularity chances of a musical number 
is whistling by the patrons when the 
show is over. Departing from the 
Mayan, femme patron overheard 
whistling ‘Kiss Me Again.’ 

Davis’ story is the familiar activ- 
ities of a flouncy young college pro- 
fessor who comes to New York to 
see life, and winds up producing a 
show. Second act of ‘Footlites’ has 
to do with the production by the 
prof. Naturally it’s a hit, and he 
marries the girl who keeps the ac- 
tors’ boarding house. She has been 
instrumental in keeping him from 
going haywire with his leading lady, 
whom Davis made a bad lot. 

Miss Lee, Miss Dell Taft and 
Sheffield, all capable players, strug- 
gle hard to get some semblance of 
continuity out of the script, but 
wind up behind the eight ball. 
Others in the cast move around in 
a bewildered fashion. It’s pretty 
sad all the way through, and can 


(Continued on page 54) 











Inside Staff—Legit 


With one load of scenery lying on stage, unhung because of no money 
in sight for the stage hands, and with the transfer company refusing 
to unload two additional trucks, producer of a Coast musical stood help- 
less on the afternoon of* opening night through his inability to raise the 
necessary coin. Break-in at a suburban town had not produced enough 
revenue to take care of immediate demands with the result the pro- 
ducer, who has had little previous financial experience with productions, 
had to call on his treasurer to scurry around for dough. 

Boxoffice man visited several brokers before he could raise the money 
demanded by the transfer company and the stage crafts. Meantime, the 
producer, scenting a slim premiere, laid out copy for a page ad in three 
papers, not knowing that it would cost him over $3,000. 

During the break-in members of the cast called on the b.o. for salary 
advances. When the treasurer, the only one to realize the ticklish 
financial situation, refused to make these advances, the producer wanted 
to know why. Show was finally launched grossing about $2,000 on the 
first week against a carefully pared nut of around $8,000. 








Although no announcements or statements are being made, it is be- 
coming more evident that Lee Shubert is tied with William A. Brady 
for the coming season. In the cast of ‘Domino,’ Brady’s opening play, 
will be Robert Lorraine, a Shubert contractee, on. loan for six weeks. 
Also Brady will probably use Margaret Sullavan, another Shubertite, for 
the title role of ‘Cissy.’ 

Marcel Achard, author of ‘Domino,’ has brouzht over scripts of two 
other plays, ‘Marlborough’ and ‘Mistrigri,’ which will be produced later 
in the season by Shubert and Brady. Brady has also come into pos- 
session of several previous Shubert properties from abroad. 





Looks like a race between two incoming musicals. Larry Schwab and 
Buddy DeSylva are preparing one to be titled ‘Humpty Dumpty.’ Lew 
Brown and Ray Henderson are readying another, ‘Forward March.’ 
DeSylva used to be a partner of Brown and Henderson, Indications 
are that both shows will open within a week of each other. 

‘Humpty Dumpty’ is scheduled to start in Pittsburgh Sept. 12. The 
Brown-Henderson show goes into rehearsal about Aug. 1, Seymour Felix 
staging. Probably a matter of how they shape up out of town as to 
which hits New York first. 





Major film companies are covering all stock companies in search of 
play material that might suit for filming. Story department representa- 
tives have been watching everything done by the stock groups all over 
the east, covering everything regardless of whether previously recom- 
mended or not. 

So far only a couple of plays look possible for filming, say story de- 
partment executives. Broadway legit field has afforded nothing this 
summer. 





George Cohan, 2d, a first cousin to George M., was a box office treas- 
urer well known among this Broadway set. But with the number of 
shows falling off the No. 2 George took to selling metal polish on a 
house to house canvas, 

Twist is that the former treasurer is doing so well as a salesman that 
he may give up counting up a rack. He’s been at it now for two or 


three months. 





Understood the estate of the late Dan C. Curry, general manager for 
Ziegfeld, will file claim against the estate of the late producer for $47,000. 
Curry and his wife were bequeathed a tidy sum about two years ago. 
All of it was reported loaned to Ziegfeld. 

From time to time, when the payroll for various Ziegfeld shows was 
inadequate, Curry made up the deficit from his pocket. Mrs. Curry worked 
in the Ziegfeld office in a secretarial capacity. 





Salaries paid by Coast producers have reached the lowest scale in 
legit history out there. Production of a New York musical success has 
salaries down to rock bottom. Producers are paying $100 each for the 
male and femme leads, $75 to the ingenue, $50 to the juve. All are 
Coast vaude and presentation people, and have little legit production 
experience. 

Subordinate players are drawing from $35 to $50, 





FRISCO LEGITS 100% 
DARK: 2 SHOWS DUE 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 

After first week of complete legit 
darkness since there was a theatre 
in San Francisco, town is begin- 
ning to stir again with one open- 
ing tonight and another next week. 

‘Cat and the Fiddle’ comes into 
the Curran tonight with no com- 
petition. 





‘Cynara’ is due into the Geary 
Aug. 8. 
Other than Galdwin McGaw’s 


projected co-op stock company for 
the President, there’s little else 
moving. Erlanger’s Columbia may 
remain dark for balance of the year, 
since there is nothing on the cal- 
endar for this season. 

Henry Duffy’s Alcazar stays dark, 
any chance of its reopening glim- 
mering when ‘Hullabaloo’ brodied in 
Hollywood. 


CYNARA’ 36,800, 
‘VIENNA’ $9,000 
ON COAST 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


Five openings and one closing 
marked the local legit last week. 
‘Footlites,’ musical, closed at the 
Mayan Thursday (28) after one 
week of pathetic business. Closing 
came after Gerhold Davis, producer, 
failed to pay off. 

‘Reunion in Vienna’ at the Be- 
lasco, ‘Cynara,’ road show, at the 
Biltmore, and ‘In the Best of Fam- 
ilies’ at the Hollywood Playhouse 
were the starters. All base their 
hopes of good business on the 
Olympic visitors. Indications ac- 
cording to picture house business is 
that some one will carry the sack. 


‘Reunion’ got a fair first week at 
$9,000, though Belasco and Curran 
figured Ina Claire would draw con- 
siderably more on the opener. Philip 
Merivale in ‘Cynara,’ despite news- 
paper raves, failed to impress at 
the b.o., with less than $7,000 com- 
ing in on the week. ‘In the Best of 
Families,’ produced by George Fair- 
child, former Albany stock man, 
opened to a weak a‘lvance, getting 
around $1,100 for the first four-per- 
formances. 








for Last Week 


‘Cynara,’ Biltmore (ist week) 
(CD-1,656; $2.75). Hardly worth 
the trouble of the journey here at 
$6,800 for opening week. 

‘In the Best of Families,’ Holly- 
wood Playhouse (lst week) (C- 
1,105; $1.65). Not very encourag- 
ing at $1,100 for the first four per- 
formances, 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Belasco (1st 
week) (C-1,103; $2.75). Fair opener 
at $9,000 but wll have to hold that 
to show profit due to high royalty 
and heavy wages for the two leads. 


Engagements 


‘Of Thee I 


Estimates 








Oscar 
(road), 

Beth Merrill, James Rennie, un- 
titled play by Martha Morton under 
Alex McKaig, 

Robert Emmett Keane, Claire 
Whitney, Percy Helton, June Clay- 
worth, Carleton Young, Doris Eaton, 
Thos. Coffin Cook, Aline McDermott, 
‘Page Pygmalion.’ 

Adrianne Allen, ‘Bad Manners.’ 

York and King, ‘Keep Off the 


Shaw, Sing’ 


Grass,’ 

Mitzi Mayfair, J. C. Nugent, 
‘Humpty Dumpty.’ 

Oswald Yorke, Harlan Briggs, 


Russel Hicks, Jos. Stryker, Patricia 
Calvert, Hans Hausen, Oscar Polk, 
Millard Mitchell, ‘Nona.’ 

Henry Travers, ‘Good Earth.’ 





Glens Falls 3-a-Week 
Glens Falls, N. Y., Aug. 1. 
L. J. Carkey has taken over the 
management of the Empire theatre, 


under the direction of P. I. Dana, 
lessee, according to an announce- 
ment. 

Under Carkey, dramatic produc- 


tions by a resident stock company 
directed by James G. Coots will be 
presented during the remainder of 
the summer on a schedule of three 
nights weekly, with matinee on)| 
Saiurdays. | 





$3 Top, Maybe $2.50 for Dramatic, 
Incl. Tax Next Season; Only 7 Left 


— 


closing 
on 


Last week a _ sudden 


dropped the number of shows 
Broadway to six. There are seven 
attractions this week but two or 


three are likely to stop any Satur- 
day and the incoming list is 
meagre. 

Indications are that’ admission 
scales for the new season will be 
topped at $3.30. That goes for most 
of the musicals in preparation, 
there being one exception for which 
a $4.40 top will be tried. jeneral 
idea of the musical producers is 
to secure houses with generous 
lower floor capacities. 

The $3 ticket as applied to non- 
musicals may undergo some varia- 
tions. Some managers are figuring 
that at that price the 10% admis- 
sion tax would be included. If that 
plan is carried out the actual top 
price would be $2.73 plus 27 cents 
tax. One showman proposes to es- 
tablish a $2.50 top, absorbing the 
federal tax in the same manner. 

Prices at the box office are some- 
what indefinite at this time because 
there are items of operating expense 
which are expected to be reduced, 
Showmen say that is only way ad- 
missions can be revised. Curtail- 
ment in cast costs is a factor, mean- 


jing a downward trend in actors’ sal- 


aries. Reduced wage scales for back 
stage and pit labor made up the 
other important factor. A meeting 
between managerial interests and 
the unions is scheduled this week 
and may result in wages coming 
down and «llegedly stringent union 
requirements being modified. 
Business looked upward somewhat 
last week, ‘Show Boat’ going to 
about $28,000. The revival is now 
expected to stick until October. ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ held to $22,000. ‘An- 
other Language’ picked up to nearly 
$10,000. The others are all more or 
less doubtful, running week to week, 


Estimates for Last Week 


(Top admission prices inclusive 
of 10% Federal taz.) 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (15th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Up about $1,000 
last week; at approximately $10,000 
neat profit earned; looks good well 
into new season. 


‘Bridal Wise,’ Cort (10th week) 
(C-1,043-$3.30). Players sharing;! 
house getting little more “than _op- 
erating expenses; $3,500 provides 
slender margin, 


‘Cat and Fiddle,’ Cohan (43rd 
week) (M-1,400-$3.30). Running 
week to week; house guaranteeing 
show against operating loss’ and 
principals sharing; about $10,000 
last week. 


‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Music Box (32nd 





week) (M-1,000; $5.50). Prize win- 
ner continues to pile up weekly 
poy ont with the July average around 


‘Page Pygmalion,’ Bijou (1st 
week) C-605-$3.30). Presented in- 
dependently (Alan Morrill); writ- 
ten by Carl Henkle; opens tomor- 
row (3). 


‘The Chameleon,’ Masque. With- 
drawn after playing one week, 


Other Attractions 


‘Show Boat,’ Casino.’ Revival now 
aimed for another two months; up 
last week to $28,000, 


‘That’s Gratitude,’ Waldort. Re- 
vival; small money. 


‘The Devil’s Little Game,’ Prov- 
incetown, Opened Monday (1). 











—_—- 








HAVE AN INCOME YOU 
CAN DEPEND UPON 


Why live in dread of an empty 
pocketbook when your working 
days are over? You can replace 
fear of a penniless old age with 
the joyful assurance of a 


Guaranteed Retirement 
Income 


to be paid to you as long as you 
live—even though you live to be 
over a hundred. 


For further details write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Insurance 
551 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 








Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 
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Biddell’s 5,000,000 
That long reported plan by which 
the newsstands will take on books 
in addition to other reading matter 
has born fruition through Sidney M. 
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at other times it is very graphic 
Withal it presents an interesting 
picture of colored show life, in 
which Muse was a prominent par- 
ticipant before going to Hollywood 
to win a reputation as a character 





Biddell, of the former book house of 
Payson & Clarke. Biddell has 
formed The Mystery League for this 
purpose. 

Through an arrangement with the 
EFasiern Distributing Corp., which 
hitherto has distributed periodicals 
only, Biddell will place on the news- 
stands the equivalent of $2 books to 
sell for 50 cents. 

Biddell’s undertaking is a preten- 
tious one, inasmuch as his distribu- 
tion arrangement with Eastern will 
give him 70,000 retail outlets in con- 
trast to the regulation bookselling 
oullsts comprising some 3,000 book 
stores only.- Necessitates a first 
prin ing of 100,000 copies for Bid- 
dell. 


By his new publishing set-up Bid- 
dell will issue a new book a week, 
thus putting on the newsstands 
5.009.000 books a'year, It's a stag-/] 


actor of his race. 

Published in Hollywood by David 
Graham Fischer. 

David Graham Fischer is the one- 

tine picture director turned printer 
and book publisher, Fischer, who 
speciclizes in the works of picture 
people, has published such books as 
Jimm-, Starr's ‘865 Nights in Holly- 
wood, Hugo Ballin’s ‘The Woman 
at the Door,’ and others. 
In addition to ‘Way Down South,’ 
Fischer will issue this month 
‘Growing Pains,’ by F. Hugh Her- 
bert, and Al Martin's ‘Jail Bait,’ 





Right on the Boat 
Nev York ‘Daily News’ (tab) as- 


signed its sobbie, Grace Robinson, to 
sail with Greta Garbo on the ‘Grip- 
sholm’ and wireless back a daily|mittedly a nom de plume. 
column on the voyage, centering 
around the Swedish screen star.|o¢ a minor player who turns to the 
It’s the first time that any paper fan mags and who ties up with a 
took this.reverse English to pub- 


icize a show person, although Gar- 


geri-z figure for this or any other bo’s aloofness has been front page 


period of the book trade. The first 
do-e1 books will be mystery novels, 
under the Mystery League imprint. |] 
Thereafter straight ficlion and other 
subjects will be added. 

Value to the dealers is that the 
books will be issued on a returnable 
basis. 
no date lines, unsold copies will be 
puiied in at the end of their sales 
peviods, to be replaced by the suc-/t 
cecding ones, 


news right along. 


The ‘News’ enterprise on specu- 
ation evidenced itself when Jack 


Mile’, who covers Broadway among 
other things for the ‘News,’ drew 
a nifty 
Palm 
While the books will carry | Mayor Walker went to the Coast 
desert resort on a vacation two 
winters ago. 


assignment-vacation to 


Springs, Cal., at the time 


At that time Miley, 
oo, was sent ahead q. t. just in 





Tuesday, August 2, 1932 











‘Little Lost Girl’ ($2.00) .... 


‘Twenty Thousand Years in Sing 


‘Only Yesterday’ ($3.00) 





Best Sellers 


Best sellers for week ending July 30 as reported by the American 
News Company, Inc., and Branches. 
Fiction 

‘The Fountain’ ($2.50) Bare os eee stesesdes Gebee + BY Charles Morgan 
‘The Store’ ($2.50) ecrevecerccccopeancess Mosse. By T. S. Stribling 
cece Peccconmessbesess- BY Temple Bailey 
‘Koeper of the Keys’ ($2.00) secosesensaasee-By Earl Derr Biggers 
*‘Robber’s Roost’ ($2.00) eoeeeeveeeeOee on wewweessteees 
‘Promenade Deck’ ($2.00) ....... 

Non-Fiction 


‘A New Way to Better Golf’ ($2.00) ,.ccec..seees By A. J. Morrison 
‘What We Live By’ ($2.50) ....+ssesgeoes.- By Abbe Ernest Dimnet 
‘Thirty Years in the Golden North’ ($2.50) ............ By Jan Welzli 
‘Once a Grand Duke’ ($3.50) ..... 


.By Zane Gray 
eoccccccwepmecesee BY Ishbel Ross 


Sing’ ($3.00) .....By L. E. Lawes 


.»+.-By Frederick Lewis Allen 





eaten .-By Grand Duke Alexander 





Sordid Side 
One of the few volumes of Holly- 
wood fiction to keep its implied 
promise to get hot is ‘Reckless Hol- 
lywood,’ by Haynes Lubou, ad- 


It is the somewhat hectic story 


stunt aviator, but he tires of her, 
and the story ends with the girl 
back in the grind, It is one phase 
of Hollywood, the sordid side, but 
it is not badly told and should ap- 
peal to that class of readers who 
prefer the words usually politely 
represented by dashes. Here they 
are not only spelled out, but ampli- 
fied. Published by the Amour Press. 





Kidnap Story 
Amour Press is one of the first in 


case the Mayor took one of those|the field with a story of kidnapers 


All the Biddell books will be new | film exec offers about which there /to capitalize the recent news value. 


wo.cs never before published. 
Among the scripts he has lined up 
so far are some from the late Edgar 
Wallace, Achmed Abdullah, Francis 
Beoling, Sydney MHorler, Seldon 
Truss, John Hawk, George Good- 
chil, Walter 
Bristow and Bruce Manning. De- 


were 


scribblers 
Livingston, Gwen/| ame,’ with many of the writing 
eraft known to have gone for it 


rumors, 





‘Incorporation Game’ 


A new idea being worked among 
is the ‘incorporation 


spite the 50 cents retail price of the | 4t 2 cost of $150. 


books, the 100,000 print order makes 
it aitractive to scribblers, t 

Previous to his newsstand book 
plan Biddell published a series of 


Proraotion is by a New York at- 
orney and his assistant. Assist- 


ant gets after novelists who have 
recently had books published and demn as giving too much informa- 


mystery stories for exclusive sale | °xPres3ses an interest in the book's 
th:ough the United Cigar Store | S!age possibilities. 


chain. Claims to have disposed of 

2,090,000 volumes during the period 

of his tie-up with those stores; 

hence the more extended newsstan 

undertaking. . 
— 


Remarque Goes Swiss 


Turbulent conditions in Germany 
have led two of its foremost con- 
temporary literateurs, Erich Maria 
Remarque and Emil Ludwig, to ap- 
ply for Swiss citizenship. Reasons 
for their actions were nationalistic 
in one instance, and religious in the 
ether. 

With the publication of ‘All Quiet 
on the Western Front,’ Remarque 
was labeled a pacifist by the mili- 
tarists in his country, and they 
made it uncomfortable for him. 
Film version of the story made con- 
ditions worse, with the result that 
Remarque went to Switzerland to 
stay. 

In Ludwig’s case, the matter has 
been a religious one. Emil Ludwig, 
commonly acknowledged to be the 
gsre.itest of living biographers, was 
born Emil Cohn. Although accepted 
as a literary lion everywhere else, 
notably in this country, where he 
has been feted by the highest, Lud- 
wi; has found a different feeling 
for him in his own country. 





A Mag Merger 

Loubleday, Doran, which has been 
displaying activity of late in its mag 
division, has disposed of one of its 
oldest publications, ‘World’s Work.’ 
Buyers were the Albert Shaws, Sr. 
and Jr., publishers of ‘Review of 
Reviews,’ who will combine ‘World's 
Work’ with their own mag. 

‘World’s Work’ was established 
about 30 years ago, ten years after 
‘Review of Reviews,’ with both mags 
covering the same field. Best known 
editorial figure to be developed by 
‘World's Work’ was Walter Hines 
Page, who became Ambassador to 
In sland. 





Negro Actor’s Book 


The first book by Clarence Muse, 
eclored film player, composer and 
iniellectual of his race, is out, in a 
beutiful and costly limited edition 
ot 1,000 copies. Book's title is ‘Way 
Down South, and David Arlen, 
Muse's press agent, is down as col- 
la borator. 

‘Way Down South’ suggests it is 
autobiographical of Muse's early 
siow days. Principal figure 


McLain on a swing around 
Southern colored show route. 
The writing is sometimes naive; 


is 
Dusty McLain, show owner on the 
1'.0O.B.A. circuit, and the tale takes 
the 


Self-styled promoter then sug- 
gests incorporating the project, the 
scribbier to pay the fee, with the 
incorporation to be performed by 
his lawyer-employer. Corporation 
fee is always put at $150, and the 
difference between that and the 
actual incorporation cost is net for 
the lawyer and his assistant. 





France Suspects Ghosts 


Abusive ghosting used by the 
Academie Francaise is drawing se- 
vere comments from French public 
and press on the official body. Now 
being said that not only an edition 
of a French Grammar, supposedly 
authored by the Academie and in 
which was found many mistakes, 
was the work of a ghost. Same sus- 
picion hangs over the French dic- 
tiorary, always the Academicians’ 
main fob. The French public 
bouzht nearly 200,000 copies of the 
dictionary directly it was put on 
sale. 





Break for Unknowns 


A break for the unknown fic- 
tioneer is the decision of the A. S. 
Baries Co., publishers of books in 
specialized fields, to extend its ope- 
rations to include fiction, 
According to John Lowell Pratt, 
vice-president of the Barnes con- 
cern, who will have charge of the 
new fiction department, he will read 
the works of unknown or compara- 
tively unknown scribblers. What 
this means is gleaned from the fact 
that many of the book houses won't 
even read first novels, 

Pratt bars mystery tales, other- 
wise he will read and publish all 
types of fiction. 





Water Kelly’s Memoirs 
Walter Kelly, known in vaudeville 
as ‘The Virginia Judge,’ is at work 
on his memoirs which will likely 
seo print this autumn. Book will 
encompass the monologist’s experi- 
ences during his world travels and 
the acquaintanceships he has made 
among all types and classes. 

Not generally known is that the 
veteran performer’s first stage part- 
ner was Marie Dressler, the two 
doing an act known as Dressler and 
Kelly back in ’01, 





Another Racketeer Angle 

Simon and Schuster will publish 
‘Gumshoe Racketeers,’ by William 
EF’, Kay, in the fall, 

Kay, currently on the Coast, 
writing scenarios, has just finished 
a collaboration at Paramount on 
‘Lusitania Secret.’ 





A child abducted, but this is inci- 
dental to the mystery-detective plot 
of a secret service operative who is 
loaned by the government when the 
Purple Band kidnap the ohief of; 
police, 

Albert EK. Ullman tells a rather 
fantastic yarn though he knits his 
incidents cleverly, holds suspense 
fairly well and carefully avoids de- 
tails which reformers might con- 


tion to would-be snatchers. 





Youngsters’ Quarterly 
Another of those literary quarter- 
lies, the latest the project of a 
couple of Brooklyn lads. Charles 
Hodes and Aaron Rosen will call 
their publication ‘Préface’ when it 
makes its first appearance around 
Septem ber, 

‘Preface’ will be the voice of the 
younger scribblers and the younger 
contributors. . 





10c Shorts 


New 10c fiction magazine, ‘Short 
Short Stories,’ will be on the stands 
shortly from a new firm headed by 
Thomas M. Kelly, Kenneth E. Olson 
and Fred C. Carlson. Stories will 
not exceed five minutes in reading 
time. 

Antoinette Fawcett, of Minneap- 
olis, will distribute it as the second 
of her proposed string of period- 
icals. First is the ‘Calgary Eye 
Opener,’ which she has taken over. 





Best Short Shorts 


Lionel White, publisher of ‘Short 
Shorts,’ and his editor, Paul Ander- 
son, will collect an annual ‘Best 
Short Shorts of the Year’ for Put- 
nam. Will be similar to the O’Brien 
‘Best Short Stories of the Year.’ 
The White-Anderson selections 
will not be limited to those appear- 
ing in their mag, but will be gar- 
nered from every medium using that 
type of tale. Second issue of ‘Short 
Shorts’ will appear soon. 

_— I 
French ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 


French politiciang have been 
treated to a boiling similar to that 
supplied by the anonymous ‘Wash- 
ington Merry-Go-Round’ in Amer- 
ica, But author of the French book 
has signed his work. 

He is Edmond Wellhoff, who has 
a political job but who is mainly a 
journalist. Book is deemed very 
amusing and is drawing abundant 
complaints from its subjects, 





Helen Starr Henefin’s Return 


Helen Starr Henefin, one-time 
short story and fan mag whiter, 
who has been in the Orient for two 
years, has returned to New York to 
resume fan magazine work, 

Mrs. Henefin is one of the few 
fan writers working in New York. 
Practically all writers selling ma- 
terial to the fan publications are in 
Holly wood, 

od 


The Title’s the Thing 
Tatest effort of book and maga- 





of film rights is reflected in the 
practice, just started, of sending 
producers the titles and names of 
authors of new stories, There are 
other angles, also. Hunch is that 
the film companies may be suffi- 
ciently interested in the title alone 
to bite. Many stories have been 
bought on that ground alone, 

Publishers much concerned with 
picking a title that will sell. 





Dell’s Radio Monthly 
Dell plotting a new mag, a radio 
fan monthly, to be called ‘Radio 
Stars. Will make its initial ap- 
pearance about Sept. 1, Ernest V. 
Heyn and Curtis Mitchell co-edit- 
ing. 
Will be printed via rotogravure, 
in keeping with the Dell plan to get 
away from wood-pulp. Since ‘Bally- 
hoo,’ Dell has been inclined to give 
wood-pulp the go-by in favor of 
smooth paper. 
New mag will carry radio features 
of all types but programs. Monthly 
publication precludes that. 





Steady 600,000 


Reported that ‘Ballyhoo’ has set- 
tled to a 600,000 circulation, 

Comic monthly was up to 2,000,- 
000 at one time despite a flock of 
imitators. Of the latter ‘Boloney’ 
(Fawcett’s) is still runner-up, both 
battling for prior issuance with ir- 
regular monthly release dates. They 
come out together or a day or two 
apart with the exception of the 
Sept. issue, on which ‘Ballyhoo’ has 
the jump by a wide margin. 





Repeal Weekly 


Newest of many publications 
aimed at prohibition repeal is a 
weekly newspaper, published out of 
Washington, called ‘Face the Facts.’ 
Understood to be subsidized by one 
of the various repeal agencies, with 
a couple of ex-newspapermen edit- 
ing and keeping under cover. 
Surprise sale of the weekly, which 
goes for a nickel, has decided the 
American News Co, to take it over 
for national distribution. 





As Boxholders 

Charles Brackett, novelist and 
short story writer, and Bud Fisher, 
cartoonist, will mingle with society 
as box holders at the Saratoga race 
track next month. Brackett, a son 
of the late Edgar T. Brackett, 
famous Saratoga lawyer and a po- 
litical power in the county, is a 
native of the Spa. Fisher has been 
a race horse owner, : 





Britisher’s Viewpoint 

Donovan Pedelty, who has been 
in California representing various 
English papers, has returned to 
London, convinced that most of the 
British colony in Hollywood will be 
following him soon. 

Hollywood, argues Pedelty, is no 
longers the actor’s paradise it once 
claimed to be. 





London Dramatic Change 


Maitland Davidson, who has been 
writing the dramatic departments 
for the London ‘Daily Telegraph’ 
and ‘Sunday Times,’ retires from 
these publications the end of July. 

He is succeeded by George W. 
Bishop, who occupied the same po- 
sition for the ‘Sunday Observer.’ 





Sudden Fold 


‘National Graphic,’ London week- 
ly, which started very well recently 
and was a rehash of an old publica- 
tion, folded suddenly. 

None of the staff had an inkling 
of the finale. 





Earl Rogers’ Life 


Ray Long-Richard Smith will 
publish in September, ‘Take the 
Witness,’ by Alfred A, Cohen. 

Story is based on the life of 
Earl Rogers, noted Los Angeles 





zine publishers to effect a quick sateeriminal attorney, , ' 
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| Marian Spitzer's Briefs 

| Marian Spitzer (Mrs. Har 
| Thompson), has taken to sho 
| story writing on the Coast, 

Her first, a dissertation on the 
Pacific film colony, appears within 
a couple of weeks in the ‘Sateve-. 
ipost’ titled ‘Out Where the Blues 
Gegin.,’ 





' 
| 
' 
| 





| Holtzman Goes East 


After three years in Los Angeles 
as news editor of the Pacific Coast 
edition of the ‘Wall Street Jour. 
nal,” Louis F. Holtzman has re- 
turned to New York to join the 
| eastern staff of the paper. Paul Sed- 
berry succeeds to Holtzman’s post. 








Real Names of Authors 


Francis Beeding, author of ‘Mur- 
der Intended,’ is the combination of 
John Leslie Palmer and Hilary A, 
Saunders. B. M. Bower, who wrote 
‘Rocking Arrow,’ is Mrs. Bertha 
Sinclair-Cowan, Vingie Eve Roe, 
responsible for ‘Wild Hearts,’ ig 
Mrs. Raymond C. Lawton. . 

But who is John Paris, author of 
‘Matsu'? 





John Howard's Trip 


John Howard, son of Roy Howard 
(Scripps-Howard), is in Los An-« 
geles for the Olympic games. Af- 
ter the contests he will pack his car 
aboard a ship for the Orient and 
a trip around the world. He is seek- 
ing copy for newspaper articles and 
a book. 





Real Names of Authors 


John Goodwin, author of ‘The 
Shadow,’ is Sidney Floyd Gowing. 
Author of ‘Very Private Sin,’ 
credited to Laurence Oliver, is 
Laurence Oliver Brown. 





Chatter 

Mason Deal, author of ‘The Rum- 
ble Murder,’ is the literary name of 
Henry Eliot, brother of S. T. Eliot, 

Farrar & Rinehart has Collette, 
French femme scribbler, exclusively 
now. 

Sara Teasdale to England for ma< 
terial for her new book. 

Ishbel Rosa finally got that tea, 

The high-hat Oxford University 
Press is getting out a book of cross< 
word puzzles, no less. 

Alimony Club likes Arthur 
Train's ‘Princess Pro Tem.’ 

Walter Duranty back to Russia. 

Bradford Ropes’ forthcoming 
novel, ‘42d Street,’ starts and ends 
with the production of a musical 
comedy, 

Burton Rascoe doing a study of 
the development of literature from 
Homer to maybe Rian James. 

Might interest Max Miller to 
know that Jackson Budd used to 
cover the waterfront, too—the Lon< 
don waterfront. 

Ellery Walter married before 
starting on that trip to Germany. 

Madeleine Boyd, literary agent, 
inviting unknown peets to contrib- 
ute to an anthology. 

Ellen Glasgow in New York until 
her new book appears. 

*X,’ who wrote ‘A Brilliant Fu< 
ture,’ will wear a mask to guard 
against discovery when getting his 
radio interview by Thomas L. Stix. 
Is *X’ Kenneth Collins? 

E. M. Delafield supposed to have 
been ‘discovered’ by Joseph Herge< 


sheimer. Who ‘discovered’ Herge< 
sheimer? 

Katharine Brush »vack from Hue 
rope. 


John Day will fete Pearl S, Buck, 
‘Good Earth’ authoress, with a din« 
ner at the Waldorf when she gets 
here this week. 

Sherwood Anderson in town to 
deliver his new book to Liveright. 

Padraic Colum will return to Ire< 
land around September. 

Samuel Putnam usurping Ezra 
Pound's leadership of the Parisian 
scribbling set. 

Floyd Dell at his Vermont farm 
while Thomas Mitchell swelters in 
New York, 

Ben Wasson and Jack Chapman 
are bosom companions. 

More literary deals made at 
Tony's than any other spot in town, 

Covici-Friede has issued its first 
western, ‘Rustler’s Paradise,’ by 
William G. MacDonald, 

David Frome visiting London. 

Deems Taylor will complete that 
book while abroad. 

Margaret Ayer Barnes has de- 
serted Chi for the rest of the sum- 
mer. 

Charles Yale Harrison lecturing. 

The ‘College Humor’ new é@d, suc- 
ceeding H. N. Swanson, who has 
definitely gone pictures, is Patricia 
R. Foster. 

Leyla Georgie sailed. 

Air periodicals still selling big. 
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Agencies Booking Talent Direct 
As Policy, Ignore Network Bureaus 


Number of the major advertisin 
agencies are starting the new season 
off with a policy of doing their tal- 
ent booking for radio strictly 
through their own offices. Means 
that the networks’ artists services 
won't have a look-in on the framing 
of programs handled by _ these 
agencies. 

Trend among the advertisers’ reps 
against booking talent through the 
chains’ bureaus has been gathering 
momentum the past two years. 
Toward the end of last season, sevy- 
eral of the big ten agencies had 
already adopted a steadfast rule of 
doing their business direct with the 
talent or his immediate personal 
rep, and of passing up the networks 
completely. Especial case in point 
was the Batten, Barton, Durstine 
& Osborne outfit. 

Get Better Prices 


Agency contention has been that 
they have proved to themselves 
they can do better by going out into 
the open or freelance market and 
picking up the talent required. 
Prices asked by the network 
bureaus, say the agency men, are 
invariably out of line with the tal- 
ent’s actual worth, and in most 
cases, as they claim to have dis- 
covered on personal inquiry, con- 
siderably more than the artists ac- 
tually expect. 

Latter situation generally pre- 
vails, claim the advertisers’ reps, 
an artist is involved who has 
been on aé_ sustaining build up 
by the network. Salaries paid 
for the sustaining programs, they 
aver, is considered by the chains in 
the light of an investment, and in 
working out the commercial asking 
price for an artist there is in- 
cluded pro rata the accumulated 
salaries already paid the performer 
as a sustaining attraction. It’s the 
hope of the chain to get most, if 
not all, of this ‘investment’ back 
during the period of the artist’s 
commercial connection. 

Agency men describe this method 
of setting salaries as inequitable, 
holding that there is no reason why 
the commercial should be saddled 
with an expense that should have 
been rightfully absorbed by the net- 
work itself. 


NEW N. E. NETWORK OF 
5 IS NBC SUBSIDIARY 


Worcester, Aug. 1. 

Five New England radio stations, 
including WTAG of Worcester, 
have formed a chain known as the 
New England network. The others 
are WEEI, Boston; WTIC, Hart- 
ford; WCSH, Portland, Me., and 
WJAR, Providence, R. I. All are 
members of the NBC red network. 

Most of the new networks’ pro- 
grams will originate in WTIC and 
WEEI, which have been feeding 
sustaining features to the NBC 
chain. The other three stations, 
however, also will contribute. It is 
planned to continue NBC advertis- 
ing accounts but four hours daily 
will be devoted to New England 
network programs. 

Another New England _ radio 
chain is the Yankee network, with 
headquarters in Boston, which sup- 
Plies 11 stations with its own pro- 
grams and those of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 

_ The new station, WMAS, being 
built in Springfield will be affiliated 
with the Yankee network. 


Shifts to CBS 


Investors Syndicate is returning 
to the air Oct. 9, but not on NBC, 
whose steady customer the bond 
house had been the past four years. 
Contract with Columbia calls for 
&@ 15-minute Sunday evening ses- 
sion over a period of 13 weeks. 

Though entertainment hasn’t 
been picked, it will likely be an- 
other name dance orchestra. Pro- 
gram will originate out of Chicago. 

















P. & G.’s New Serial 


Galveston, Aug. 1. 
Harry Tuthill, creator of the 
Bungles, has signed a contract for 
& new radio comic serial to be 
known as the Puddle family. 
Procter & Gamble will sponsor 





' 





‘s. Crowe in Charge | 
Of NEC Frisco Casting | 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 

Jean Campbell Crowe has been 
placed in charge of casting for 
NBC here. 

Mrs. Crowe came over when the 
network took over KPO several 
months ago. She was program di- 
rector at that station. 

Talent letouts at NBC this week 
are Tom and Dud, harmony team 
and Margaret O'Dea, contralto, in 
re-shuffling of the staff acquired 
by the KPO take-over. 


Big Town Dignity 
For New Big Time 
Station—KFAB Idea 


Lincoln, Aug. 1. 











100% Air Test 





It’s seldom a sponsor an- 
nounces a radio advertisement 
is being confined exclusively to 
that medium, as a test of the 
air and station’s pulling pow- 
ers, but such is the procedure 
followed on a new early- 
evening sports and style talk 
over WGY, Schenectady. 

Warren Munson, in plug- 
ging clothing sale, states it 
will not be advertised else- 
where, because store wishes to 
learn listeners’ reaction to air 
spiel. Apparently WGY’'s ban 
on mention of specific prices is 
off for this test. 











NETWORKS CRY 
DOUBLE-X ON 
OLYMPICS 








KFAB in advance of seiecting 
the site for the new 25,000 watt 
system is doing a little expansion 
stunt to catch the attention of na- 
tional advertising agencies. A 
branch studio and office is being 
opened in Omaha ready for busi- 
ness in the near future. 

The present studio in the Hotel 
Cornhusker will be retained to 
carry the greater share of the 
broadcasting, but the need of a big- 
ger town name was felt by the or- 
ganization to carry weight with 
outside enterprises. 

The station has already been 
granted a number of stays in the 
selection of the new site, the last 
one setting the dealine at Nov. 1. 
When the new plant construction 
is made increasing the watt power 
five times, it will. probably be lo- 
cated somewhere between the two 
towns. 


BANEFUL RUMORS FORCE 
CRITIC TO QUIT RADIO 


Louisville, Aug. 1. 

Dan Thompson, picture critic of 
the Louisville ‘Times,’ discontinued 
his ‘Interviewing the Actor’ series 
over WHAS as result of reports 
he was being paid by National 
Players. Thompson had _inter- 
viewed only one or two outstanding 
vaudeville stars, such as Grant 
Withers, in the series, and belief is 
that other theatres were jealous of 
the constant indirect ad value of 
the interview with stock players. 

As Thompson was doing the series 
as an advertisen-ent for the ‘Times’’ 
dramatic page without any addi- 
tional payment, he announced, 
without forewarning, during his 
interview with Barbara Weeks, new 
leading woman of the National 
Players, that ‘rather than be mis- 
judged,’ he would remain off the 
air, 


KSO Scores Point in 
Plea to Move to Des M. 


Clarinda, Ia., Aug. 1. 
One leg of its determined try for 
removal from this point to Des 
Moines, state capitol has been suc- 
cessful for radio station KSO, with 
federal examiners recommending to 
the federal radio commission a 
grant which will allow removal of 
facilities to the point desired. 
Better talent and ability to serve 
its listeners in a more efficient man- 
ner is salient point in application. 


Circus Air Bally 


Detroit, Aug. 1. 

Novel tie-up by the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace circus has Al Priddy in a 
series of talks on the training of 
wild animals, 

Circus only pays for spot an- 
nouncements before and after the 
program and the talk is used as a 
sustaining featuring running from 
three days to a week ahead of the 
show. 


ELLINGTON’S 5TH CHI RETURN 

Duke Ellington makes his fifth 
stage return to Chicago within eight 
months when he opens at the Tivoli 
Sept. 16. 

House is a B&K deluxer on the 
southside. Will be the Ellington 
combo’s first theatre appearance ad 

















the feature to be heard over WLW.’ that nabe. 





Latest cry of the double-cross be- | 


tween the networks revolves around 
the broadcasting of the Olympic 
games. NBC is accusing the op- 
position of breaking faith on an 
agreement between them not to 
carry anything about the Olympic 
games without first consulting the 
other. 

Because of the $100,000 demanded 
by the Olympics committee for the 
ether rights of the meet, the chains, 
so NBC now claims, had agreed on 
a freeze-out policy for the event, 
with the proviso that were either 
to change its mind the other party 
to the agreement was to be ad- 
vised. Regardless of this arrange- 
ment, charges the NBC program 
department, CBS went ahead and 
scheduled a resume of the games 
without first telling the opposition 
about it. 

Under the CBS scheme, which 
started yesterday (1), a resume of 
each day’s events is wired into New 
York and relayed over the network 
for a quarter of an hour late in the 
evening with Ted Husing doing the 
spieling assignment. 

NBC has framed an Olympics 
program of its own, with Grantland 
Rice doing a direct broadcast from 
the Coast. There is also a bulletin 
arrangement similar to Columbia’s, 
with the broadcast originating from 
New York. 





Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Olympics started with radio com- 
pletely left out. Up to last min- 
ute chains and local stations re- 
quested permission to broadcast 
from Stadium, but were ignored by 
committee, which was chagrined by 
refusal of chains to pay $100,000 for 
exclusive air privilege. 

As a result of the refusal to ex- 
tend press courtesies to an impor- 
tant NBC executive for the games, 
latter communicated with New 
York, resulting in instryetions to 
get Grantland Rice to broadcast a 
resume of events each evening. 

Deal was made Friday for $5,000 
for two weeks, with KECA remov- 
ing an account to put it on at 8 p. 
m, each evening, starting the 30th 
for 15 minutes. 

All local papers having radio tie- 
ins will also broadcast a brief sum- 
mary of events, but there will be a 
genera! feeling of indifference at 
stations so’ far as the Olympiad 
and its social activities are con- 
cerned. 


LUCKY STILL AFTER 
A SAT. NITE COMIC 


Despite the announcement that 
its Saturday night program is 
washed up on using any more 
comics during the summer, Lucky 
Strike is still auditioning them. 

Latest to be given a hearing is 
Herman Timberg. Pilots of the 
hour not only listened last week to 
Timberg but several of his own 
protege warblers. Fannie Brice, 
Walter C. Kelly and Jack Haley had 
also been 0.o.'d. 














Chico Di Verdi at KMTR 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 

Chico Di Verdi will be orchestra 
leader at KMTR, now under re- 
organization. 

Other new talent in shift of own- 
ers includes Peter Grosso, tenor; 
Jeannie Dunn, personality singer, 
and Joan Stone, contralto. 


Frequent Changes of Program Too 
Costly, Say Irked Radio Editors 





NBC’s Chi Landlord on 
Air as Radio Client 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

NBC's Chicago landlord, the Mer- 
chandise Mart, will become an NBC 
client Aug. 16 when launching the 
‘Merchandise Revue.’ This will be 
confined to the middle west. 

Exploitation motive is to drive 
home to this area the importance 
of the Merchandise Mart as the 
wholesale center of Chicago. Build- 
ing, 20 stories high, is the largest 
in point of ground coverage of any 
structure in the world. And with 
plenty of office space it would like 
to rent. 


Too Much Advertiser 
Interference Ousts MJB 
Hour from L. A. Hotel 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Abe Frank, manager of the Am- 
bassador Hotel, is passing up $40,000 
a year by cancelling his contract to 
broadcast a half-hour program 
twice weekly for M. J. B. Coffee 
from the Cocoanut Grove of the 
hotel. He claims he is tired of 
catering to the entertainment whims 
of some 60 people in the adver- 
tisers’ organization who have differ- 
ent ideas of what kind of program 
is best. 

Account has been broadcast by 
remote control over KFI for the 
past two years, with John P. Med- 
bury as master of ceremonies. It 
has been very popular on the Coast. 
Comes off Aug. 15, switching to the 
Biltmore hotel, with direct wire over 
the same station starting Aug. 22. 
Medbury will continue to handle the 
program with the Jimmie Grier or- 
chestra, formerly at the Ambassa- 
dor, taking the place of the Phil 
Harris*‘outfit. 

Frank states it was too tough 
to please the three heads of the cof- 
fee company and various executives 
and employees of the concern who 
all had different ideas as to the pro- 
gram. 

M. J. B. people say cancellation 
was agreeable to them, stating that 
the Cocoanut Grove people would 
not give them a larger variety of 
talent to support Medbury. 


PITT BASEBALL FANS 
PUT WWSW ON MAP 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 1. 

Biggest inspiration a small radio 
station has ever had around here 
was WWSW’'s lining up play-by- 
play broadcasts of Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates’ games away from home. It’s 
the biggest feature on the air at the 
moment locally and has monopolized 
the afternoon radio audience for 
town’s smallest and newest station. 

Pirates are in first place, fighting 
for their first National League pen- 
nant since 1927, and excitement over 
them here is at fever pitch, with 
older stations looking with plenty 
of envy at the young but up-and- 
coming WWSW. 

Broadcasts aren’t a description 
from the field of battle but an ac- 
count gathered from telegraphic re- 
ports. Station has a direct wire, 
with its own operator at foreign 
field of battle, but details are so 
complete that average listener-in 
has a hard time feeling broadcaster 
isn’t actually in the press box. 


Arthur Lake’s ‘Harold 
Teen’ Serial for Ether 


Arthur Lake, screen juvenile, who 
played ‘Harold Teen’ in the picture 
of that name from the comic strip, 
and who is now RKO’ing with his 
sister Florence, has been given per- 
mission by the cartoonist, Carl Ed, 
to use the ‘Harold Teen’ idea for a 
series of radio broadcasts. 

Young Lake was the guest of Ed 
at the latter’s Chicago home for a 
month. 











Ted Dahl on KFWB 
Hollywood, Aug. 1. 
Ted Dahl's orchestra, formerly 
staff at KMTR,, goes to KFWB for 











three half hours weekly of dance 
stuff, around dinner time. 

Replaces an organ concert. 
| KF WB's staff combination schedule 


jnot disturbed. 


Radio editors on the dailies figure 
that the frequent changes of sched- 
ule made by the networks and the 
individual stations daily must cost 
the newspapers of this country, in 
the aggregate, hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars a year. For the 
past two years these scribes have 
been trying to get the networks, at 
least, to work out a system whereby 
the major part of this waste could 
be eliminated, but so far their ef- 
forts have proved fruitless. 
Keeping the program listings 
straight and accurate, complain the 
radio eds, is turning out to be more 
of a headache every day. Situa- 
tion lapsed into its worst phase this 
summer, 

With commercials quitting on 
sudden notice, networks and sta- 
tions have been hard put rushing 
sustaining programs into the 
breach. No sooner has the listing 
on this sustaining show gone out 
to the papers, the program depart- 
ment goes through a change of 
mind for any one of myriad rea- 
sons, such as conflict with what 
comes before or after or unavail- 
ability of the talent picked, and an- 
other session is substituted. That 
means sending out another listing 
for the newspapers. 

According to one radio page pilot, 
there is a class A station in the 
midwest that, this summer, has 
made it a practice of switching 
shows for the same niche as many 
as six times before the actual 
broadcast. That, within a period 
of one week. All this necessitated 
not only revision on the part of the 
editor himself but down through 
the composing room mob. 


Higher-Up Kickbacks 


Anxiety to maintain a _ correst 
listing isn’t actuated by the radio 





much as it is to avoid the pres- 
sure brought by the managing ed 
or publisher of the paper. Readers 
who have come to depend on these 
listings write in their kicks and 
when the latter become too thick 
the m.e. or pub, neither of whom 
are as a rule too kindly disposed 
to the medium, blow up and pull a 
line to the effect that if the sched- 
ules can’t be carried accurately 
they might as well do away with 
the radio department altogether. 
Networks on the average shoot 
out three schedules on each day’s 
program, the first two weeks in 
advance, Corrections are _  dis« 
patched nine days later, with these 
followed by another batch of revi<- 
sions two days before the publica« 
tion date. Further changes come by 
wire and telephone, in many in- 
stances these being due to the im<- 
portance or insistance of the com<- 
mercial. One editor tells of making 
over 60 changes in one day’s sched< 
ule before it actually went to press, 
Radio editors rate this listing 
complication and dilemma as broad- 
casting’s biggest bugbear, if not 
nightmare. They admit they have 
no solution for the problem, but 
that’s something for the networks 
and the stations to worry about 
anyway, they say. 2 


OLD GIMMICK POPS UP 
IN RADIO TALENT HUNT 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Local advertising agency in en- 
deavoring to sell one of the major 
stations here on an air talent search 
racket, smacking of the old ‘be a 
motion picture _ star’ gimmick, 
Offers more profitable variations, 
however, with stations approached 
having turned it down. 

Proposition is for station to an- 
nounce a contest, with a year’s air 
contract at $40 a week for the win- 
ner. Gravy would come from charg- 
ing all competitors $5 for a record 
for ‘audition purposes.’ 

Cut of $3 from each sucker would 
go to the station. 








ZUGSMITH’S P. A. PARTNERS 

Al Zugsmith, personal p.a. for 
Paul Whiteman until the maestro 
decided to turn everything in pub- 
licity and management over to the 
, NBC, has allied with the Jay Fag- 
|gen-Harry Sobel publicity team ina 
tri-partnership. 

George D. Lottman and Earie 
‘Ferris have also merged publicity 
' offices. 
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Music-Radio Finish Fight . 





(Continued from page 1) 


num dating for 15 months’ from, coasters of the. $1,250;000.. compro- 


Sept. 1, 1932. At the last minute, 
following radio-music pow-Wwows, 
the broadcasters sought to modify 
the original understanding by re- 
questing that the contract be ad- 
vanced to start Jan. 1, 1933, and run 
for two years after that date. This 
was flatly refused by the music in- 
terests. 

The opportunity by Tin Pan Alley 
to fight its cause to a finish was 
welcomed with wild acclaim in the 
ranks of the songwriters and music 
publishers. 

They state that by removing their 
music from the ether, the full value 
of popular songs for broadcasting 
needs it will be forcibly felt. By 
starving the United States for pop- 
ular music it is hoped that the 
American public will thus be made 
music-conscious and mindful of the 
contribution which Tin Pan Alley 
makes to the aesthetic and lighter 
musical’ tastes of the American 
people. 
' Music’s Two Factions 

The hot-headed belligerents among 
the music men accused their com- 
mittee of eight spokesmen, on the 
committee representing the Society, 
as being’ ‘weak-kneed and jelly- 
backed,” and possessed of kindred 
unkind characteristics. 

The’ more’ conservative had advo- 


mise figure seemed almost certain, 
but this reacted negatively to the 
Society’s rank and file, where it was 
felt, that this was by no means ade- 
quate compensation for the damag- 
ing inroads which radio had made 
on the song-publishing © business. 
As detailed last week in ‘Variety,’ 
comparative figures of present-day 
No. 1 song sales (of 125,000 to 250,- 
000) compared to the million and 
more copies of yesteryear, plus fur- 
ther inroads on the mechanical rev- 
enue, told the sad tale in dollars 
and cents: 

With the broadcasters’ associa- 
tion finally refusing to meet the 
music men half way it evidences to 
the t. p. alleyites that the radio 
people are bitter about being made 
to pay this music tax at all, and 
certainly points, say music execu- 
tives, that radio will never cease its 
endeavors to legislate (if possible) 
the music men out of business. 

If this premise is correct, even 
that $1,250,000 compromise deal 
would have been only a lull to an 
almost inevitable explosion, and so 
let the fireworks come now rather 
than 15 months or two years hence, 
declaré most of the music faction. 
The music men will rest on their 
copyright protection rights. The 
U. S. Government decreed a copy- 
right and patent protection for cre- 


cated the acceptance of the ostens- |‘ative works for certain reasons, and 
ible 25% increase (the yield from/one thing is certain to’ song men: 
radio to the music men up to now’ such protection can’t be cancelled as 
has been between $900,000 and $1,- | applied te past performances. Any- 
000,000 a year) for two reasons./thing that might eventuate in the 
Principal one of these two was that/ future to modify copyright protec- 
it placed the songwriters and pub-/tion is something else again. 

lishers officially on the record as So, say the music men, let radio 
anything but an ‘artistic trust,’ a/ either hope for the future, or dig 
phrase which had been employed /'back’ into the.old masters or into 
time and again in the legislative} ante-bellum musical annals for 


rants, vaudeville theatres, stage and 
the old paths of song-plugging than 
radio, and while it may take ten 
times longer, the resulting “hits will 
enjoy a life and success. just as 
long. Again relative figures on song 
sheet sales are quoted’ with their 
present-day 125,000-250,000' maxi- 
mum compared ‘to’ sellers of a mil- 
lion ‘to three and four million copies. 

Radio’s highly efficient means of 
popularizing songs: (or’ anything 
else) hasn’t reacted well for the 
longevity of a popular song. hit. It 
has long been. established that the 
ether kills ‘em as fast as it makes 
"em, . : 











Radio Quizzes 
Meantime the broadcasters’ asso- 
ciation; is busiy engaged in digging 
around for information that might 
be of value in the organization of 
its own music publishing company. 
Principally among the info now 
being sought, is what publishing 
houses are not members of the so- 
ciety; what successful pop writers 
are without affiliation; and what 
are the terms of the contract bind- 
ing both these phases of the music 
industry to ASCAP domination. 
Several writers and small pub- 
lishing houses have already been 
approachd by reps of the NAB, but 
in all known instances’ the contact 
came in the form of a feéler and not 
an actual proposition. Notably ac- 
tive in the info quest is Oswald P. 
Schuette of the asso¢iation’s Wash- 
ington office. 





Holliway Moves to KHJ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. - 
Harrison Holliway, manager of 
KFRC, San Francisco, transferred 
to KHJ, the Don Lee sister station 
here, to become commercial: man- 
ager. 

Succeeds Leo Tyson, moved up to 
manager, succeeding Lewis Allen 
Weiss, resigned. 








rs TSECELEL Ee te Ue eee 


'' Charles G. H. Evans did a fine 
job’ @s announcer’ over Station 
WFEA, Manchester, N. H., when it 
broadcast the ceremonies .in the 
-Catholic cathedral at Manchester at 
the induction of a new bishop for 
the diocese. It was the first time in 
this country that such an event had 
been broadcast. Phase 

The Lamberti Trio, of WLWL, 
have been booked into the Breakers, 
swank Spring Lake, N. J., hotel. 

Andy Mansfield, ivory tickler and 
warbler, back with Crosley’s ‘na- 
tion’s station’ after two-year ab- 
sence. 

Skip and Step,..male piano and 
song. act,- won . popularity contest 
conducted by WCKY, Covington, 





y. 

‘Mike,’ canine soloist with Henry 
Fillmore’s band, Cincinnati, for past 
several years, during which he was 
frequently heard over WLW, went 
to dog heaven last» week; poisoned. 

Edward Klauber, CBS v.-p., calls 
time out on the music tax contro- 
versy while he takes a vacation. 

John Royal tried to get a coat of 
tan while on the maiden trip of 
the liner Manhattan, but instead 
got a bad sunburn that laid him up 
for several days. 

Nut Club’s Four Eaton Boys top 
the mail response on NBC. 

Jay Flippen given another period 
over CBS, making it Tuesday and 
Friday for him now. : 

Verna Carega leaves her spot on 
WRNY, New York, for a vacash. 

Paul Tremaine,. CBS bandman, 
pulls a hometown boy who made 
good in the big city on the village 
of Kansas City, Col., and gets a 





big turnout. His first visit in four 
years. Tremaine goes'to Elitch’s 
gardens, Denver, for a run. 
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lobbying against the copyright own- 
ers. The second reason was in def- 
“erence. to existing economic condi- 
tions. It was an acknowledgment 
by t. p. a. of the radio interests’ 
supposedly good faith in endeavor- 
ing to make some economic recom- 
pense for its supposedly conceded 
obligations to the writers and pub- 
lishers.. © f 
The acceptance by the broad- 
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HAL BECKETT 


Stephen Foster et al. But the belief 
is that radio needs the American 
Society’s Victor Herbert,  Friml, 
Romberg, Kern, - Berlin, Donaldson, 
Gershwin and other popular and 
musical comedy song copyrights if 
radio broadcasting is to flourish, 
30-Day Cancellation 


Having. the privilege of 30-day 
cancellation of any and all public 
performance licenses, the society is 
doing that en masse. All broadcast- 
ing licensees are now being notified 
that on and after Sept. 1 the copy- 
rights of the society's. songs will be 
restricted from pubiic performance 
on the radio. : 

,If the stations are interested in 
retaining the use of these composi- 
tions, deals will be made individu- 
ally with each station on a mutually 
equitable basis since none could be 
arranged between the society as a 
body and the National Association 
of Broadcasters as a body. If sta- 
tions play copyrighted music with- 
out license permission, that becomes 
an infringement of copyright and 
will be litigated in the usual man- 
ner, with the society petitioning for 
the $250 minimum damages per in- 
fringement as allowed under the 
Copyright statutes. 

The feeling among music men 
right along has been that it was a 
mistake to barter through a com- 
mittee when the society had its 
$50,000-a-year spokesman, E. C. 
Mills, supposedly in charge. Feel- 
ing also was expressed that an Ivy 
Lee type of publicist should have 
long since been retained to present 
the music men’s cause to the public. 
The broadcasters are well equipped 
for public relations from every 
angle, including political lobbying 


jand propaganda, The songwriters 


at no time have had public sym- 

pathy because of the public’s gen- 

eral ignorance of their cause. 
Propaganda Edge 

The composers and publishers 
foresee how the radio interests can 
propagandize directly to the public 
‘that the music men’s selfishness is 
depriving you—the public—of some- 
thing you have had for nothing, i.e., 
popular music, when you come home 
and turn on the dials for a dinner 
concert or a dance orchestra while 
at your family repast.’ 

But the society hopes to get its 
message over just as sympathet- 
ically through other media, princi- 
pally printer’s ink. It is stated that 
Ivy L. Lee, the Rockefeller public 
relations counsellor, may join the 
society’s cause. This isn’t given 
credence from the radio end in view 
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of the now close relationships be- 
tween Rockefeller Center and Radio 
City. 

As for the loss of the microphone 
for song popularization, that’s: the 
least of the music men’s worries, 
they aver, 

They would much rather continue 

‘making’ their song hits through the 
| ota channels of dance halls, restau- 





“published” earlier by radio than by the press, and erroneous concep- 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


The German government has instructed the broadcasting companies 
in Germany to have all emergency decrees which are in future to be 
broadcast put on ‘gramophone records as well. These instructions 
have been issued by the German Ministry of the Interior due to past 
experiences. Bruening had instituted the new means of publication of 
emergency decrees: by way of broadcasting. Thus the decrees were 


tions thus occurred, °° ; 

This was true éspecially with the publication of the tax.for traveling 
abroad which -Minister Treviranus- announced over the radio, and in 
other cases. In order to avoid all possible misunderstandings the gram- 
ophone record is to check the wording of the spoken text. Each record 
has to bear the exact time of the spoken text and the name of the 
speaker, . ¥ 





Climax of a dispute between NBC officials and Earle C. Anthony, 
owner of chain's two Los Angeles outlets, KFI and KECA, was reached 
when Anthony refused to allow either of his stations to broadcast NBC's 
new picture program emanating from the Radio studio in Hollywood (29). 

Skirmish has been going on for years with NBC asserting that An- 
thony wasn’t handling his Coast NBC programs to satisfaction of the 
eastern execs. 

Reported that Anthony was purposely not told of the intention to send 
the program over KFI or KECA until a few hours before the scheduled 
time for the opener. Anthony, miffed at being kept in the dark, refused 
to accommodate, so this program was routed over KFSD, San Diego, 





Sports reporter on an eastern outlet has so manipulated the assign- 
ment that it’s netting him side money three to five times over what he’s 
carried on the commercial’s weekly payroll. The niches alloted him for 
his daily sports commentaries are totally paid for by the commercial, 
but the lad has made it a wholesale business of peddling out most of 
this time for plugs on local sporting events. It’s all deftly handled, the 
local sports promoting coterie being entirely amenable since it costs much 
less than the station’s card rate for similar announcements. 





Chatter items on the personai tastes or hobbies of the ether constella- 
tion have dwindled into minor interest for fan readers, newspaper radio 
editors report. What the loudspeaker habitue wants to know nowadays 
is not the food, toggery or diversions of the favorite but whether he’s 
married, has any children and a flock of other info about his domestic life. 

Few of the letters inquire about the star’s professional background, 
but many ask about.the locale of his ppbringing, what were his folks’ 
station in life and their religious affiliation. 





Strange to show business minds is the popularity in Chicago of the 
WENR Minstrels. Nothing. is deader in show business proper than min- 
strelsy. Yet this radio act, now three years old and subsidized by Sin- 
elair Oil, has a waiting list of 10,000 names for ducats to watch the min- 
strels broadcast. 

Tourists appear to rate seeing the WENR minstrels next to the stock- 
yards, the World’s Fair and the Lindbergh beacon. 





The stations’ idea of limiting performances of song numbers to twice 
a night per station resulted in a peculiar paradox for Isham Jones and his 
orchestra. Outfit was, unable to play its own ‘If You Were Only Mine’ 
which Jones composed.. 

Came about through some band just before Jones using it or somebody 
after him having it previously scheduled. Caused Jones to refrain from 
depriving somebody else of the performing preference. 








Eddie Holden and Reggie Sharland (Frank Wantanabee and Hon. 
Archie), who have been on KNX, Los Angeles, for over two years, have 
no prescribed continuity prepared in advance for their daily broadcast. 
The two get together daily at three in the afternoon and work out the | 
continuity they use that night at seven. 

It takes them about two heurs to assemble the 13-minute routine. 








New contract between Burns and Allen and John P. Medbury carries 


no time limit. 
Under the agreement Medbury will write for the team as long as they 
are on the air, 








iL. 4 hehe taeeteet tae 


Mid-West’ 


Niles Trammel forsook his elegant 
walnut sanctorum for the cooler 
precincts of Sen Kaney’s offices at 
NBC while Kaney was vacationing. 
_ Jim Cook, NBC, has gone to the 
Ozarks for his vacash. 

East and Dumke and Benny Ross 
on local RKO hour for Chicaga 
while playing vaude dates in that 


burg. 
Dorothy WBBM, Chi- 


POT? 


Gardner, 


,, cago, refers to a party as a ‘binge.’ 


WTMJ, Wilwaukee ‘Journal’ sta- 
tion, celebrated its fifth anniversary 
of independént operation July 26 


‘with a special program. 


Larry Teich, WTMJ, has been 
with the station longer than any 
other announcer. The youngsters 
of the Journal’s Sekatary Hawkins 
Club have elected him Captain go 
it’s Captain Larry from now on. 

Wm. J. Benning, chief of WTMJ's 
musical staff, was for many years 
a musical director for musical 
shows, as well as composer of many 
melodies. His assistant, Roy Pe- 
terson, was likewise recruited from 
a theatre pit and is now the sta- 
tion’s chief arranger. 

WISN, the Wisconsin ‘News’ sta- 
tion, is now using its new studiog 
with facilities for handling the larg- 
est symphony orchestras or chor- 
uses, , 

Myron Roman and his Cleveland 
band, dropped by Loew's State for 
summer, going’ on new commercial 
program over WTAM. 

Mel Harder and Eddie Montague, 
baseball players with Cleveland In-« 
dians, have blossomed out as radio 
song writers with first one titled 
‘Sweetheart o’ Mine.’ Lyrics by 
them; Henry Timperio did music. 
First introduced over WHK, Cleve- 
land, by Rocky Austin and Jimmy 
Ague. 

Tris Speaker, ex-manager of 
Cleveland Indians and .sports an- 
nouncer, is conferring with John 
Patt of WGAR, Cleveland, for @ 
series of new programs. 

Loretta Mayo, one-time vaude 
singer, has opéned a radio training 
school in Cleveland for aspiring 
Kate Smiths. 

Art Cook, after trying to become 
an orchestra leader with a band of 
his|' own, 
WXYZ in Detroit. 
ing over his band. 
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Ken Carr is tak- 
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Magic Giveaways 
‘Is Thurston Idea 
For New Air Hr. 


~~ — 


Chicago, Aug. 1, 

Unique in radio is the contem- 
plated employment of Howard 
Thurston, the magician, for a net- 
work program to originate in Chi- 
cago. J. Walter Thompson agency 
is the intermediary for an adver- 
tiser who will launch an extensive 
sales merchandising campaign in 
the fall. 

Never before has a magician ap- 
peared on the radio, although in 
the small experimental manner 
some simple tricks have been used 
ever television. Magician can’t do 
his usual stuff for an unseen audi- 
ence, but Thurston will be used as 
the central character in his own 


‘Life and Adventures’ dramatized 
for radio. 
Advertiser figures Thurston's 


name and prestige as the No. 1 
magician of the theatre will draw 
them to the dials. There are over 
400,000 members of various magi- 
cians’ societies in the U. S., from 
the professional Society of Ameri- 
can Magicians to the _ various 
‘circles.’ These have been figured 
as exploitation angles. 

One of the ideas connected with 
the merchandising enterprise of 
which Thurston will be pivot start- 
ing about Oct. 1 is the new slant it 
provides on giveaways. Disrepute 
in which the once reliable prize 
“package now is held is expected to 
be altered when simple tricks in 
magic are offered as bait. 

Advertiser for the Thurston series 
_will be Kraft cheese. 
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GERMAN TALENT SIGNED 
FOR RADIO CITY BY NBC 


Berlin, Aug. 1. 

The National Broadcasting Co. 
has signed quite a few musicians 
and singers from here for America. 
Not only ‘names’ have been en- 
gaged but new people also are to go 
over, including a choir of Heidel- 
berg students to sing German folk 
songs. The Edith Lorand orches- 
tra has been engaged for the open- 
ing of Radio City. She is inter- 
nationally known via her discs. 

Marcell Wittrisch will go over to 
sing both at the Metropolitan Opera 
and for NBC. Poldi Mildner, Georg 
Kulenkampf and Emanuel Feuer- 
mann Rave also signed contracts 
with U.S.A. managers for concerts 
in America, 

NBC has additionally arranged 
to exchange musical programs with 
the Berlin Broadcasting station, 


Gilmore ‘Circus’ Back 
On KFI and NBC Orange 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Gilmore Oil company resumed its 
‘circus’ (29) over KFI and the NBC 
orange network, after a lapse of 
four months. Program back to this 
combination after it was practically 
in the bag. for KFWB to get the 
weekly hour, in conjunction with 14 
other stations up and down the 
coast. 

Warner station and KFI- put on 
test programs. on two successive 
nights, latter getting the nod. 

With resumption. of the circus, 
Gilmore drops its three weekly 15- 
minute programs over KPO, San 
Francisco, but will retain Atterbury 
and Gilham, one of the acts used, 
for the resumed hour. 


BERNIE, COMM’L, VIA 
NBC; SUSTAINING, CBS 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 
Ben Bernie’s Blue Ribbon Malt 
program, when resuming in Sep- 
tember, switches to the NBC net- 
work. 
Bernie, meanwhile, at the College 
Inn, will continue as a, Columbia 
sustaining feature from WBBM, 




















Fancy Press Title Ups 


Ben Pratt with Chi NBC 


Under instructions from Frank 
Mason, NBC vy. p. in charge of press 
relations, Niles Trammel, general 
manager of the Chicago division, 
revised the setup of that sector's 
publicity department. Ben K. Pratt, 
until recently assigned to political 
and miscellaneous matters was 
given the title of Director of Public 
Relations. 

Although Albert R. Williamson 
continues as manager of the Chi 
publicity department the job will 
come under Pratt’s’. supervision. 
Reason given for the change here is 
that it was desirable to make the 
Chicago departmental arrangement 
correspond as closely as possible to 
that prevailing in the New York 
office. G. W. (Johnny). Johnstone 
in the home office ‘pilots the pub- 
licity staff under Mason’s 0. 0. 

Williamson has been in charge of 
the network’s Chicago press de- 
partment since the opening of the 
office five years ago. 





° Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Pratt was formerly in the produc- 
tion department having originated 
‘Stars of To-Morrow,’ a former sus- 
taining feature for NBC. 

Understood Pratt attracted at- 
tention of home office and won the 
decoration for his work during the 
Democratic convention. 


Regular press department will 
continue unaffected by Pratt's 
knighthood. 
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SUMMER SIESTA 


WHAZ Dropping Out of Ether 
Waves Until Sept. 12 








Troy, N. Y., Aug. 1. 
Radio stations are usually con- 
sidered as running on an endless 


chain, but WHAZ, of Troy, the 
country’s pioneer college  trans- 
mitter, is dropping out for the 


summer months. When it resumes 
broadcasting Sept. 12, WHAZ will 
offer a program celebrating its 10th 
anniversary, with a number of its 
early-day entertainers taking part. 

Rutherford Hayner, managing 
editor of the Troy ‘Times,’ is pro- 
gram director of the station, which 
is owned by Rensselaer Poly In- 
stitute. 


SHIFTING CLEVELAND 
STUDIO PERSONNEL 


Cleveland, Aug. 1. 

Martin Bowen, studio manager 
and treasurer of WHK, becomes 
program director as result of Eric 
Howlett quitting post to manage 
WAIU, Columbus. Two shifts were 
brought about when Columbus sta- 
tion was purchased by WHK, in 
which controlling interest was re- 
cently brought by Cleveland ‘Plain 
Dealer.’ 

John T. Vorpe, former program 
director of WJAY, Cleveland, has 
been made manager of station’s new 
continuity department organized by 
Grant W. Melrose, station manager. 
Basil Loughran succeeds him, 


Police Air Calls Bring 
12,676 Arrests in Month 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Survey by Federal Radio com- 
mission of 50 cities operating muni- 
cipal police radio stations reveals 
that during last April total of 155,- 
656 calls were transmitted, 12,676 
arrests made, and $386,953 worth of 
property recovered. Property report 
includes only half the cities, and 
does not count recovery of 260 
stolen cars. 

Average time required to trans- 
mit calls was one minute and two 
seconds. There were 2,255 auto- 
mobiles equipped with radio re- 
ceivers, serving a total population 
of 32,585,000 and an area of 28,190 
square miles. s 

Peak hour for most stations was 
from 9 to 10 p. m., with a gradual 
climb from 5 p. m. in most cases. 
One city, operating the lowest pow- 
ered transmitter, 7.5 watts, made 
100 emergency calls, 30 arrests and 
recovered $10,000 worth of property 
during that month, 

Commission learned that code 
book or mechanical secrecy systems 
are unnecessary and impractical, 
with one police chief saying that 
if a criminal organization had the 
ability to install and operate an 
intercepting system, it would be 
able to duplicate mechanical devices 
perfected for hush-hush communi- 
cation, 

One city connects the telephone 
system to the police transmitter 
during the reception of emergency 
calls in order that all cars may 
hear the actual conversation be- 
tween the dispatcher and the citi- 
zen reporting the emergency. 

With present crowded conditions 
on the air, there is little chance of 
installing two-way communication 
between police headquarters and 
cruiser cars, the report says. 


Liegfeld 


(Continued from page 43) 
cago), although in show business 
there was a general idea that he 
was of the Jewish faith. He was 
buried under Episeopalian services. 
The late producer’s mother resides 
in Chicago on west Adams street. 
She had been ill but is reported in 
better health. 

Disposition of the Ziegfeld the- 
atre must await action by the ex- 
ecutor. A corporation, with the late 
producer as its head, operated the 
house. The Ziegfeld estate could 
be held liable for the rent. 

Reports that George White and 
Earl Carroll are. interested are 
merely rumors. Last week Carroll 
was reported in negotiation to re- 
gain possession of the Casino, which 
was the new Earl Carrol from which 
he was dispossessed. When Zieg- 
feld spotted the revival of ‘Show 
Boat’ there the name of the house 
was changed. Arrangement for 
‘Boat’ permits it to continue at the 
Casino for another two months. 


























ltinerant Radio Artist of 1932 
Is Recalling the ‘Strolling Player 








Baltimore, Aug. 1. 

Radio is bringing back that old- 
time figure, the strolling player. 
Small towns, which means any burg 
not a key radio chain city such as 
New “York or Chicagyo, are daily 
getting a stream of ex-big town ra- 
dio performers looking for local 
ether connections. 

But these modern itinerants don't 
come just looking for a job; they 
come equipped with a commercial 
viewpoint and a willingness to go 
out and do their own sponsor-sell- 
ing. They are not only performers, 
but salesmen, advertising men, 
writers and players, all in one. 

They arrive in the hinterland usu- 
ally with a vague sort of name ac- 
quired in the metropolis, but with 
a huge book of clippings to prove 
it. That book of clippings really 
means something among the small- 
timers, especially when the notices 
are from big metropolitan dailies or 
in some syndicated or nationally- 
known gossip column. 

These performers, claiming that 
the big towns are about milked and 
little chance for a killing due to the 
terrific competish, believe that 
there’s plenty idle radio money in 
the smaller towns where radio has 
not yet been developed to its ut- 
most. 

They tie up with the local station 
and find out which local should-be 
advertiser has not been cracked for 
an account. There are usually 
more than a couple in any good- 
sized city, say these wandering per- 
formers. They then tackle the 
frigid commercial firm, and, like as 
not, succeed in landing him for a 
radio splurge, with themselves, of 


than the station, because the adver- 
tiser is looking for something which 
smacks of the big town, and with 
that book of clippings in front of 
his nose, thinks at last he’s found 
what he’s been looking for. 

And the local stations admit that 
these out-of-towners usually arrive 
with a flock of good ideas for pro- 
ductions picked up around the ace 
agencies and transmitters in-the key 
spots. A good deal of it is often 
close to plagiarism, but since it’s in 
another state and outside of the 
area of competition, it works out 
okay. 

Straight singers and musicians 
from out-of-town also figure in the 
scheme and stand better breaks to 
sell the local big advertiser. In the 
smaller towns al! the available good 
talent is soon used up and becomes 
repetitious and too well-known, so 
that the would-be advertiser sticks 
off the air entirely rather than go 
on with ‘used’ material. 

Many of these performers are 
working on a carefully prepared 
schedule of towns and are making 
money. Besides figuring on their 
salaries as performers, they are 
collecting two and three ways, get- 
ting commissions two ways often, 
Several accounts sold locally by 
these itinerants evolved from a spe- 
cial rate from the station to the 
performer, and then sold by the 
player to the advertiser as a bar- 
gain-special, the advertiser for one 
lump sum getting the players, the 
script and the time. 

So far the greatest number of 
successful players are those which 
are hitting the small towns with 
direct merchandising stunts picked 





course, as the leading attraction. 
Big Time Mania 
Performers state that it is easier 
for them to crack these accounts 


CEREAL CO.’S SERIAL 
ON BOTH COASTS’ NETS 


With a serial script built around 
the adventures of cowboys and cow- 
girls as the dial magnet for kid. 
audiences, Hecker-H-O is scheduled 
to hop abroad the CBS bandwagon 
Sept. 26. It’s a 52-week contract 
signatured by the cereal manufac- 
turer, calling for three late after- 
noon periods a week. 

Program will originate out of 
WGR, Buffalo, home city of the 
Hecker company. 

Separate cast of players will 
shoot the same show out of KHJ, 
Los Angeles, over a 12-station 
hookup on the coast. 


Oil Wells Co. Waiting 
For Mr. Wells for Radio 


Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Continental Oil of Ponca City, 
Oklahoma, has dropped its plans to 
return to the air in the fall with a 
new program over NBC. 

Instead, it will remain silent until 
Dec. 7, by which time its former 
exponent, Carveth Wells, will be 
back from Russia and ready to re- 
sume, 


Date Co.’s NBC Date 


Hills Brothers’ Dromedary Dates 
goes on NBC Sept. 26 with a web 
extending from coast to coast, Dra- 
matic show, addressed to the kids, 
will be spotted on a late afternoon 
period. Contract for time stipulates 
three quarter-hour programs a week 
over a period of 13 weeks. 
Commercial last season limited its 
ether activities to spot broadcasts 
in the major key points. Network 
link takes in the basic blue, the 
northwest, the mountain group and 
the orange regionals on the west 
coast. 



















up in the big cities. Many of them 
are ex-publicity boys with a scrap- 
book of ideas. 
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ZIEGFELD MEMORIAL SERVICES| SIONEY B. WHIPPLE 


Talk, Singing, Music 
Sustaining 
WMCA, New York 


A representative group from 
Broadway gathered before a WMCA 


News Commentator 
Sustaining 
WOR, Newark . 

With a voice whose twang is an 
almost perfect replica of the Bide 
| Dudley mike personality, this rep 


| with 


CLIFF EDWARDS 
Songs with Orchest 
15 Mins. : 
Sustaining 
WABC, New York 
Where one might have listened 
tr: p'dation to ‘Ukulele Ike’ 


mike last Friday (29) night to d0/¢from the United Press feature staff | Cliff Edwards in the past, fearing 


tribute to Flo Ziegfeld. Program, 


which ran an hour and at no time,|hour for a smooth and 


despite that, showed a tendency to 
lag in interest, was a commendable 
piece of framing, easily equaling 
anything of this description done by 
either of the networks in recent 
years. 

Dovetailing of the orchestral and 
organ music and a requiem solo by 
an unnamed contralto with the 
speaking contributions was perfect- 
ly done. It was a session packed 
tense with grief, as it came over 
the loudspeaker. At one point the 
announcer explained that Peggy 
Fears Blumenthal was unable to 
go on because of the emotion that 
throttled her, and later on informed 
the listeners that Helen Morgan on 
the completion of her song number 
had broken down and had to be 
helped out of the studio. 

Voices of the succeeding speakers 
strongly impressed upon the listener 
the deep solemnity of the occasion, 
but it took a ‘Variety’ mugg, Jack 
Pulaski, to inject the human note 
into the picture and by a series of 
anecdotes recall the Ziegfeld person- 
ality in all its vividness as Broad- 
way knew it. 

Another interesting highlight 
among the speaking tributes came 
from Mrs. Blumenthal, who started 
off with saying she was there be- 
cause she had lost a friend and de- 
scribed a piquant episode or two 
out of Ziegfeld’s life which, she said 
revealed the affection held for him 
by his employees from the stars 
down to the charwoman. Mrs. 
Blumenthal’s husband spoke pre- 
viously in the program, taking occa- 
sion to mention that he was deter- 
mined to keep ‘Show Boat’ at the 
Casino going until at least Thanks- 
giving Day. 

Others who appeared were Daniel 
Frohman, who came as a friend and 
as head of the Actors’ Fund; Percy 
Moore, as a representative of the 
Episcopal Actors’ Guild and the 
Lambs Club; Loney Haskell as sec- 
retary of the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild; Bert Lahr, Hal LeRoy, Harry 
Richman, who read a poem by Nick 
Kenny that could have been passed 
up for a better selection; Ed Sulli- 
van, columnist; Marguerita Padulla, 
who sang ‘Abide With Me’; Dennis 
King, Norma Terris, who also sang, 
and Bide Dudley. 

Mayor Walker had been scheduled 
to also speak, but his brother's ill- 
ness called him away at practically 
the last minute to Saranac. Odec. 





BALL CANNING TIME 
With Grace Vail Gray 
Orchestra, Talk 
Commercial 

WJZ, New York 

Weekly afternoon session seems 
to have undergone almost complete 
revision since it made its NBC debut 
four weeks ago. Quartet is out and 
the vocal harmony has been re- 
placed with interludes of instru- 
mental chamber music. 

Not much time left for music, at 
that, by the time the commercial 
experts and otherwise have had 
their say. From the handling of 
the plug angle, the quarter-hour 
affair shapes up as a big improve- 
ment over the original version. Neat 
bit of dialoging between Grace Vail 
Gray, home economics, and her 
feeder, Martha Crane, with the 
former descanting on the best ways 
of canning and the equipment 
necessary. Through all this patter 
on the technique of canning Mrs. 
Gray avoids any overstressing or 
overmentioning of the Ball Bros. 
jars. Both expert and interlocutor 
sell themselves with voices well 
suited to the mike. 

In both the announcer’s intro- 
ductory and closing credits atten- 
tion is called to the ‘Ball Blue 
Book,’ a manual on the ways of 
preserving, given away gratis for 
the writing. Booklet is referred to 
frequently during the Gray-Crane 
exchange. 

Information retailed is of timely 
interest to the housewife practi- 
tioners of the art of canning, and 
despite the small allotment of the 
clock given the orchestra the pro- 
gram packs all the earmarks of an 
effective daytime sales agent. 


Odec. 
PLAIN PEOPLE 
Serial Comedy Drama 
Sustaining 
KFWB, Hollywood 
Aimed for the small town middle 
westerners, of which this neck of 


the woods is full. Written by Kay 
Van Riper, and played by a cast of 


five former picture and stock play- 
ers, serial has been on this station 
for 32 weeks in weekly half-hour 


periods. 

Moulded somewhat after the pat- 
tern of the Seth Parker program, 
but songless, value is in the fact 
that each episode is complete, each 


being a sketch of some phase of 
small town life or set of characters. 
All the recognized hick characters 


are there, but never satired. Not 
a program for the hot cha followers, 
but fulfills its mission to reach the 
transpianted. 


; takes over a late evening quarter 
pertinent 
ramble among the day’s news 
events. Leisurely and , colloquial 
manner rates strongly in his favor 
considering the hour. 

Whipple mixes his items well. He 
reveals, when it comes to personal 
comment, a broad knowledge of 
current political and economic prob- 
lems and a newspaper background 
studded with important and colorful 
contacts. Inclined, however, at 
times to over-editorialize and to 
dote too much on some _ reminis- 
cence or anecdote brought up by the 
item at hand. But the session as a 
whole is of interest to the listener 
outside the metropolitan area whose ! 
local daily won't tell him about it 
until the next morning or afternoon. 

Odec., 


CRAZY CRYSTALS 

Male Quartet 

Disk 

COMMERCIAL 

WFBR, Baltimore 

When this Texas mineral spring 
firm, Crazy Crystal Springs, decided 
to go on the ozone some two months 
ago, the president stowed his fav 
Texas singing foursome into an air- 
plane and flew the batch of ’em up 
to Chicago. And in that town per- 
formed the new transcribing speed 
record by disking 22 quarter-hour 
platters in something like 10% 
hours. Then he got the vocalists 
back into the plane and winged 
back home the same day. 

But the results here point to the 
conclusion that haste is plenty 
waste. The platters are now pretty 
evidences that it wasn’t worth the 
effort. Not only is the job weak 
from an entertainment viewpoint, 
but also mechanically. Programs 
nabbed were physically handicapped 
by bad surface noise, the whishing 
of the needle coming over the loud- 
speaker like a storm at sea. Pos- 
sibility, of course, that this sta- 
tion’s turntable pickup equipment 
is at fault. 

The four men sing in a lifeless and 
colorless manner, the stuff general- 
ly allotted to Texas quartets. So 
that there’s not even a hint of orig- 
inality in the interludes of bass 
arrangements of spirituals, cowboy 
doggerels, and anything with a 
hymn-like atmosphere. All been 
done to death before, and better. 
None of it here serves either as 
worth while listening or proper sell- 
ing of the Crazy Crystal mineral 
springs and product. 

Saucer, besides, attempts to sell 
too many things, giving a jumbled 
effect. One disk contains the four- 
some vocalizing, a long speech by 
President Collins, who tries to sell, 
first, the Springs rest cure, and sec- 
ond, the concentrated minerals for 
personal use. There are _ testi- 
monials and plugs for the curative 
powers of both items. Disk is also 
chopped rather short to leave room 
for the local announcer to give a 
long closing spiel, All much too 
much. 

It is this sort of cheap and taste- 
less stuff that, more than anything 
else, has made the disk the black 
sheep of the radio family. 


KFI FUN FACTORY 
With Evans & Mayer, Rhythm Girls, 

Grace LaRue, Slip and Slide and 

John Vale 
One Hour 
Sustaining 
KFI, Los Angeles 

One of those programs in which 

everything goes in from the kitchen 
stove up, and with everyone within 
walking distance of the station that 
night getting opportunity to do 
their stuff. 
Every station in Los Angeles has 
one or two similar hours during the 
week, all following in the wake of 
the success of the Blue Monday 
Jamboree, CBS coast chain. Trying 
to crowd a complete vaudeville show 
into a 60-min. period is jake, but 
in this case it would seem better to 
let the comic chatter stuff come 
from those who make a _ business 
of it, rather than to inject an over- 
dose of alleged humor in the an- 
nouncements. The wisecracks from 
this end, growing whiskers, had the 
effect of stretching the announce- 
ments, which should be cut down to 
let the names do their stuff. 

Well produced, as the initial at- 
tempt of David Ballou, new at the 
station from the picture field. He 
had the pick of the station’s talent, 
plus Evans and ? “ayer, current that 
week at the local Orpheum, and 
Grace LaRue. Cross-fire stuff from 
the team, snappy although not by 
any means new. Miss LaRue sang 
two numbers. Singing honors went 
to John Vale, baritone, a regular 
contrib on this station. 

Slip and Slide, a wise-cracking 
combination featured on a Gilmore 
Oil program, topped the program 
for laughs. Others on the station 
staff were on and off for two to 
five-minute turns, with Roger 
Penn's orchestra backgrounding. 
Program could have stood a little 
more band stuff, and a little lesss 
introduction chatter. Hour is only 





four weeks old, but holds promise. 


that his «*centric, energetic style of 
songology might result in a frac- 
tured larynx or a couple of backfir- 
ing tonsils at least, today, micro- 
phonically, he’s a different Edwards. 
Ike knows how to sell his stuff for 
best ear (and heart) effect. 

He does a minimum of the eccen- 
tric hi-de-hi’'ing and goes in for 
melody ballads in a highly effective 
manner. So much so, one doesn't 
believe the radio program billing in 
wondering doubt until a snatch of 
the trade-marked ha-cha vocalizing 
pops up. 

Edwards is a canny song pro- 
grammer. He digs far back for ’em, 
such as Berlin’s ‘When I Lost You' 
and ‘My Best Girl,’ alonz with the 
contemporaneous stuff, 2nd the ef- 
fect is startling because of the man- 
ner in which the old familiars sound 
better than the current pops. There 
is a mellowness to the old numbers 
which eclipses the appeal almost 
anything of the current song crop. 
Possibly = decade hence a ‘Para- 
dise’ or a ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ 
will have the same mellowed reac- 
tion, although that’s.admittedly de- 
batable. 

As a corollary, it is this penchant 
of Edwards for the old songs which 
should bring home to radio more 
than ever how valuable are these 
old copyrights for their present 
needs. It incidentally jibes with 
Irving Berlin’s own observation that 
radio is not only destroying the 
present music business, but what 
has been built up in the past. The 
composer, whether with prophetic 
knowledge o* what of his old songs 
were being revived for the air or 
not, had stated that radio’s access 
to the music industry’s treasury of 
past proved sone successes was cer- 
tain to ruin both the past and pres- 
ent musical catalogs. 

To return to Edwards, his favor- 
able mike impression leaves little 
doubt as to his important qualifica- 
tions for the ether. Edwards has 
not only zn assured professional de- 
livery, but a stage and screen rep 
of sizable proportions, This name 
value, when fu-ther fortified by 
ether »opularity, will also have its 
extraordinary effect at future box 
offices on personal appearances. For 
such is the cycle of contemporary 
show business. Abel. 





EVERETT WHITMYRE 
Hobby Talks 

Sustaining 

WGY, Schenectady 

Everett Whitmyre, ‘The Hobby 
Rider’ (who founded the Interna- 
tional Hobby Club), gallops into 
WGY’s studio Fridays to unioad a 
saddle bag full of hobbyfeed for dis- 
tribution over an NBC network, It’s 
an interesting afternoon feature, re- 
vealing the odd pastimes of famous 
and unknown people. 

In some cases Whitmyre reads 
letters from industrialists, poten- 
tates, novelists, picture stars, stage 
players, artists, etc., on their hob- 
bies, while in others he gives in- 
formation without revealing the 
source. Apparently he has lots of 
fan mail from film ‘names’ or their 
press agents; there is rarely a 
broadcast in which hobbies of sev- 
eral stars are not mentioned. 

Prizes are offered, and winning 
letters sometimes read. Judging 
from prize lists, these broadcasts 
have good coverage in small towns 
of Mississippi Valley region, Ohio, 
New England, and New York, with 
heavy representation among women 
listeners. Recently Kansas and Mis- 
souri have been to the fore in pro- 
ducing prize winners. 

Whitmyre is the breezy, enthusi- 
astic type of talker. Jaco, 


IVAN EPPENOFF Orchestra 
Dance Music 

Bismarck Hotel 

WGN, Chicago 

Eppenoff is filling in at the Pis- 
marck Hotel while Art Kassel is 
away for the summer. Of no previ- 
ous fame and certainly not known 
to the trade at large, Eppenoff has 
an easy-to-take brand of music. It’s 
lilty and peppy, not strongly styl- 
ized in any direction but modern in 
its aprroach and treatment. It 
soothes the nerves while pleasing 
the ear. 

Eppenoft’s probably can compare 
favorably with many better known 
aggregations with the lack of repu- 
tation the rather important line of 
demarcation. Vocals are nicely 
rendered. 

A late evening sustainer dividing 
with Carl Moore at the Drake and 
Clay Bryson at the Blackhawk. 

Land: 


JERRY BAKER 


WMCA, New York 

Baker is a tenor of average vocal 
appeal who can handle the pops in 
nice enough style. He makes for 
a pleasant 15 minutes. 

Baker has also seen disk record- 
ing as the vocal interluder with 
dance orchestras. It’s a_ typical 
mike voice. He'll require better 
outlet exploitation if he’s to mean 





anything for theatre box office. 
Abel. 


EISENHART JUVENILES 
Amateur Show 
COMMERCIAL 

WORK, York, Pa. 

Perfect tie-in for a small town 
dairy. Every week Eisenhart takes 
15 afternoon minutes to parade the 
talents of local youngsters. 

In a small town, where everybody 
knows the kids that are fiddling, 
warbling, or reciting, it can’t be 
topped. The relatives will go for it, 
no matter how bad, while those who 
are not in the family can get howls 
out of the kids. 

Programs caught were funny 
enough to have been staged: the 
kids who forgot their lines in the 
middle of the recitation and get 
audible prompting from the proud 
mama; little girl playing the first 
lesson in the piano book, the boy 
who gets up to the mike only to get 
tongue-tied and has to be bowed éff 
by the announcer (who, by the way, 
handles his job with grace, tact and 
an excellent touch of quiet humor). 

Not much of this type of program 
around these parts, and what little 
there is of it gets by perfectly on 
the smack of originality and the 
natural humor of the situations, 


‘LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE’ 
With Everett Mitchell 
Episodic 

COMMERCIAL 

WGN, Chicago 

This one appears not to have 
been reviewed previously, although 
on the air for a long while and 
practically the sole survivor of the 
original bunch of cartoon strips 
from the Chicago ‘Tribune’ which 
were peddiled to advertising spon- 
sorship for the radio. WGN has 
Ovaltine behind this one. 

It's a kid show, and who can 
gauge with any accuracy the likes 
of infants? As with Kellogg's 
Singing Lady, which follows during 
the same twilight period the men- 
tal goal seems to be six and seven- 
year-olds, 

A typical episode might be called 


‘The siery of the Missing 
Peaches.” And here is some typical 
dialog: ’ 

‘Did you take that can 0of 
peaches” 


‘Why, I don’t know what you're 
talking about.’ 

‘Well, I opened a can of peaches 
and now it’s gone and somebody 
must have taken it.’ 

‘No, I didn’t take it.’ 

‘Land sakes, then who did?’ 

‘Well, I don’t know. I don’t know 
what you're talking about.’ 

‘Well, I had a can and I opened 
it and it’s gone and now you say 
you didn’t take it, and, land sakes, 
I don’t know what to think.’ 

‘I was here all the time. I never 
saw the peaches.’ 

‘Well, if you're sure you didn't 
take it, who did?’ 

‘Gosh, I don’t know.’ 

‘Well, peaches can't just walk off.’ 

‘Gosh, I never thought of that.’ 

This is practically verbatim of 
what goes on and on. Orphan Annie 
and Joe are cherubic youngsters of 
the school of emphasis. They say 
everything at least three times. Di- 
alog is as enervating as a heat 
wave, Land, 





PROF. HENRY McLEMORE 
Comedy Talk 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WABC, N. Y. 


McLemore is a U. P. sports writer 
who came to attention through 
WABC when he was put on for an 
afternoon football series last fall, 
and with the assistance of a natural 
Georgian drawl, started to ramble 
so much and so faraway from his 
gridiron subject and to such good 
effect that the station figured what's 
the diff. For McLemore, so say the 
station savants, achieves the un- 
usual of making them laugh extem- 
poraneously. 

And so when it was decided to 
split up the evening dance and mu- 
sic marathons with an 8-8.15 p. m. 
periodic interruption, McLemore, 
with a jocular Prof. prefixing his 
name, was given a thrice weekly 
spot. He alternates with another 
fourth estater, Edmund C, Hill, for 
22 years the star reporter of the 
N. Y. ‘Evening Sun,’ who talks on 
current events, 

McLemore evidences his advance 
heralding as a zany and clown by 
going into a silly discourse on how 
to write a popular song and win 
that house and lot. He suggested 
such titles as ‘Staten Island, You 
Rascal You,’ or ‘Staten Island, I 
Love You,’ with further discourses 
on writing patriotic songs, girl 
songs, weather songs or what have 
you? 

McLemore is not without humor- 
ous niceties. One fears perhaps 
that they’re too fine niceties for the 
generality. It wouldn’t surprise if 
the Amos ’n’ Andy addicts don’t 
take the Prof. a bit too literally, but 
if their mental stance is on a par 
with McLemore, CBS will have 
surely achieved its objective of en- 
gagingly splitting up its evening 
song and dance marathons. 

He brings to the air a new style 
of comedy delivery which fan mail 
alone will determine as to its ass 





appeal, Abel, 





GENE AUSTIN 
Songs with Orcheetra 
15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 

Gene Austin is another in the an« 
nals of show business, With its ups 
and downs, who is a forceful re- 
minder that you can't be head man 
all the time. Not so long ago it 
seems Austin was the composite 
Valiee-Crosby-Columbo (and name 
a few more) of Victor records. Them 
were the good old days when there 
was such a thing as the music busi- 
ness and records—Victor's or any- 
body else's—sold, because Feist, Inc., 
had a song, ‘My Blue Heaven,’ 
which, too, sold into the 1,000,000« 
mark. 

In Tin Pan Alley’s mournful mid« 
summer of 1932, that seems like an- 
cient history. But it was Austin 
who sang a song, ‘My Blue Heaven,’ 
for Victor which earned a small for- 
tune for its writers, Walter Donald- 
son and George Whiting, and en-« 
abled Atistin to reap so much roy< 
alty for himself from his disk tenor-« 
ing that he invested a surplus in- 
come in a yacht and called it ‘Blue 
Heaven’ also, as a lasting reminder, 

Then something happened to Vic- 
tor records, to Gene Austin’s music 
publishing sideline, to his other 
activities, and to himself including 
a lack of girth control which cir- 
cumvented Austin’s qualifying for 
screen bids, which were in the 
offing. 

Today, with Kate Smith on the 
radio bandwagon, such an item as 
a well-fed corpulence won't stop 
Austin from whamming ’em on per- 
sonals, of which he had been a 
pioneer in the picture houses and at 
fancy money. 

The main item at the moment is 
the NBC's building up of Austin 
out of the Chi sector, allotting him 
a choice dinner time 15 minutes. It’s 
the effective spots which were in- 
strumental in bringing Crosby, Kate 
Smith, Columbo, et al., to public 
consciousness, falling as they did at 
a highly concentrated meet-and-eat 
period. 

Austin’s radio click is but a mat- 
ter of time. His basic voice appeal 
has long since been proven and 
while midsummer’s vacillating in- 
terest in radio is something to be 
reckoned with, it may mean but a 
few weeks longer before they be- 
come Austin-minded. 

He's getting an excellent groom- 
ing, including an orchestra for sup- 
port. Austin is wisely picking his 
stuff, mixing up an original number 
such as ‘Get Along,’ with a Gersh< 
win revival, ‘Somebody a 

eb. 





BILL and EILEEN 

With Eileen Douglas and 
Robert Griffin 

Patter and Singing 
Commercia! 

WJZ, New York 

Program serves as the eastern rep 
on the air for Nivea cold cream, 
with the release on a four-time 
weekly basis split between two 
morning and two afternoon periods. 
On the Chicago end one of the more 
popular local teams, Dan and Syl- 
via, have been hitting it up for the 
past four months for the same com- 
mercial with successful results. 

Wide differentiation between the 
two shows. Chicago act sticks 
closely to a vaude routine, while the 
Bill and BHileen version strives to 
impress itself as something smart 
and week-endish. Dialog and situa- 
tions contrived appear to be a little 
too fly and clever for class that the 
commercial most likely has in mind. 

Deft piece of timing throughout 
on the patter exchange, with Lileen 
Douglas and Robert Griffin, both 
from the stage, proving past masters 
at the art of squeezing every drop 
of humor possible out of a line. 
Similar bouquet cannot be accorded 
Griffin for his warbling interludes. 
It’s a pleasing baritone, but lacking 
the finer points to instill punch into 
a pop ditty. After all, he’s an actor 
and not a singer. 

Plug is smoothly and _ briefly 
woven in toward the end of the 
quarter-hour, with Miss Douglas 
doubling into the sales role. 





Odec. 
LEE WILEY 
With Leo Reisman’s Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 


WEAF, New York 

Any time one hears Leo Reisman 
on a record or the radio, one feels 
it was a mistake of some sort for 
the snooty Central Park Casino to 
grow careless and force out a band 
of Reisman’s calibre. But a few 
Strains of Reisman’s brand of sym- 
phonic syncopation are needed to 
conjure up associations synony- 
mous only with a C. P. Casino, New 
York; a Mayfair, Los Angeles; a 
Cafe de Paris, Monte Carlo; a Gros- 
venor House, London, or a Hotel 
Miramar, Biarritz. 

Not that Reisman isn’t content to 
stick to the air exclusively, com- 
mercial radio being what it is for 
the fortunate elect. But his is a 
brand of ultra dance music that 
should be housed in some swank 
hostelry as a permanent feature. 

Regardless, it’s a honey for @& 
class Woman's product such as 
Pond’s and Reisman sees to it that 
tunes like ‘Sweet and Gorgeous’ 
punctuate the musical proceedings 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Contract Truce 


Pending Radio 
Tax Arguments 


All negotiations pertaining to the 
revised contract between the song- 
writers and the publishers have 
been temporarily shelved. M. P. 
Pp. A. and the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Association have agreed to 
hold no further conferences in that 
direction until the tax situation with 
the broadcasters has been settled. 

In suggesting the postponement 
the publishers brought out the point 
that the outcome of the ether rights 
tangle might so affect the entire 
structure of the music industry that 
any covenant drawn up at the pres- 
ent time would turn out meaning- 
Jess and so much labor lost all 
around. . 

Before the contract discussions 
were put into abeyance the con- 
ferees had tentatively agreed on 
several clauses to go into the new 
contract. Among them was the 
writers’ demand for a minimum ad- 
vance fee and that the composi- 
tion copyright revert to them if the 
song was not published within six 
months. Revised chart of mechan- 
ical percentages had also been ap- 
proved by both sides. 


SONGWRITERS’ GROUP 








INSURANCE VIA S.P.A. 





Letters asking them whether they 
favored coming in on a group in- 
surance plan were sent out to the 
600-odd members of the Song- 
writers’ Protective Association last 
week. Idea had been okayed by the 
SPA’s board of directors, with fur- 
ther development of the idea now 
depending on the reaction from the 
association’s rank and file. 

Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers tried to sell its 
members on a similar project about 
a year ago, but when it came 
to closing with the insurance un- 
derwriters it was found that the 
premiums were too prohibitive -for 
the ASCAP exchequer. 


Band Shifts 


San Francisco, Aug. 1. 

Dance bands across the bay in 
Oakland coming in for considerable 
shifting. Tom Coakley, recently at 
Athens Athletic Club, opens Aug. 15 
at the Hotel Roosevelt, Hollywood, 
with Betty Kelly and Virginia Haig 
vocalists. Mickey Lazarus and 11 
men inte McFa¢den’s ballroom. Pat 
Shanley inaugurates week-end 
dancing at his Hotel Leamington, 
putting in Pat Gordon (Heche) and 
band. 

Jesse Stafford in at new Sweet’s 
ballroom and Reg Code in Athens 
Club. Latter reported closing soon 
with Del Courtney to follow. 











Chicago, Aug. 1. 

Wholesale switch of dance orches- 
tras locally this month, Bernie 
Cummins is scheduled for the 
Trianon ballroom. Jack Miles goes 
into the Granada Cafe. Clyde McCoy 
takes Carl Moore’s place at the 
Drake Hotel. 

Johnny Hamp will probably re- 
turn to the Congress where he was 
Popular two seasons ago. 





Long Branch, N. J., Aug. 1. 

‘Red’ Kibbler’s orchestra has re- 
placed Carl Hartman and band on 
the Recreation Pier, Long Branch. 
eae shifting to Wildwood Park, 

. ae 

Other band changes along the 
shore include: Veno Faulkner re- 
placing Walter Clinton at Shore 
Gardens, Asbury Park; Jo Wood- 
ward in, Al Fielder out, at Club San 
Remo, Long Branch; Lou Michael- 
s0n out at Price’s Long Branch (no 
replacement); Willard Rodman out 
at Log Cabin, Long Branch, with 
Harry Olson in. 


Only Two Kornheiser 
Songs Bought by Dash 


Irwin Dash didn’t buy the entire 
catalog of Phil Kornheiser, Inc., for 
England, but only two songs, 
‘Happy-Go-Lucky-You’ and ‘The 
Song That Broke My Heart.’ Rest 
of the Kornheiser catalog for Eu- 
rope is still undisposed of. 

Last-minute hitch flopped the deal 
bet-veen the newly formed Dash 
Music Co. of London for Stept & 
Powers’ catalog. That's still unsold 
for abroad. Dash had wanted to 
sign up Sammy Stept also as a 
writer, which was the cause of the 
deal falling through. 

Dash returns to England on the 
*"Minnetonka’ Aug. 3. 


LOWER TERMS FOR ALL 
FOREIGN MUSIC DEALS 


Under present conditions all new 
foreign music deals are being made 
at much lower terms than in the 
past, both as a break for the foreign 
publishers and also as a means to 
induce the payment of cash in U. S. 
cu:rency and payable in the United 
States. Income in English pounds 
loses much on the rate of exchange 
and similarly there are restrictions 
on the exportation of francs or 
German marks. 

The new deal for one year only 
whereby Campbell-Connelli' will 
handle Robbins’ stuff In England 
commencing Nov. 1 calls for only 
$15,000 advance. Keith-Prowse paid 
Robbins $87,000 for two years, ex- 
piring Oct. 31, 1932, which, however, 
dwindled to $65,000, with Robbins 
paying a 20% and 5% tax to the 
British Govt. C-C’s deal provides 
for Robbins getting the $15,000 in 
U. S. currency and Campbell-Con- 
nelly paying the British government 
levies themselves. 

Editions Campbell-Gonnelli, the 
french subsid, will also handle Rob- 
bins’ catalog in France, paying 
$4,500 for those rights. Alberti in 
Germany continues. 

Metro, which controls Robbins, 
wouldn't sign for more than a period 
of a year with C-C. 

Two years ago Robbins had vol- 
untarily extended all foreign rights 
for France, England and Germany 
for a year gratis as a good-will 
gesture in order to pave the way 
for certain Metro mus.cal rights 
abroad and also as a squarer for too 
stiff a deal under eventuating con- 
ditions. 

In line with the foreign deals, 
some of the lesser foreign pubs in 
dealing with the lesser American 
firms are buying up only individual 
numbers rather than entire catalogs 
as an economic measure, 


Score’s 3 Publishers 


Laurence Schwab-B. G. DeSylva 
forthcoming musical, ‘Humpty 
Dumpty,’ will be published by 
Harms, with Bobby Crawford’s firm, 
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson, and 
Feist’s sharing on percentage. 

This comes about through Rich- 
ard A. Whiting being under Harms’ 
contract, DeSylvia to Crawford, and 
Nacio Herb Brown to Feist. 


GOLDEN RECUPERATING 


Ernie Golden, orchestra leader, is 
recuperating from a recent illness at 
Londonderry, N. H. 

He suffered a general breakdown. 


HERE AND THERE 


Bill Hogan’s orchestra replaces 
the Irving Aaronson combo at the 
Frolics, Culver City, Calif., Aug. 2. 
Aaronson’s Commanders returning 
to New York for the new Irene 
Bordini show. 























Marvin Welt with Mills-Rockwell 
to handle radio promotion for the 
Lawrence Music Co., one of the 
firm's subsids, 





Harold Wald, who assisted his 
brother, Jerry, on the ‘Graphic’ be- 
fore the paper folded, is now with 
Mills Music, 





Paul Tremaine has taken over the 
bandstand in  Elitch’s Gardens, 
Denver, for the balance of the 
season. 





PUBLISHERS AS 
UWN MIDDLE-MEN 


Fourteen Publishers Com- 
bine for Central Shipping 
Unit with N. Y., Chi, L. A. 
Branches — Robbins Only 
Major Firm Out, but 
Sympathizing—40% Uni- 
form Profit Margin As- 
sured and Small Dealers’ 
Squawks Eliminated 








INSURES 25c PRICE 





In line with the desperate at- 
tempts of the music publishers to 
resusitate a decadent business, the 
desire to eliminate the middle-man, 
the jobber, who has been regarded 
as no asset to the music business, 
will be put to a vote tomorrow (3). 

It is expected the move for 14 of 
the leading publishers to combine 
into a central shipping unit will go 
through without delay in order to 
get under way by Aug. 15 a pro- 
posal to establish shipping depts. in 
New York, Chicago and Los An- 
geles. 

This is in line with the decision 
to fix the price of sheet music at 
25c retail and 15c wholesale. It will 
afford a uniform 40% margin of 
profit for the retailer and will elim- 
inate any squawks from the small- 
er merchandisers that the syn- 
dicate stores are able to undersell 
them at 25c retail whereas they, 
buying their smaller lots at 18-20c 
wholesale, can’t afford to subsist on 
a nickel or 7c profit per sheet of 
music, 

The fixing of the retail 25c price 
will meet with no legal entangle- 
ments in concerted price-fixing, this 
step being circumvented by individ- 
ual action by all the publishers. 

Robbins Music Corp., the sole 
major publisher which will not join 
the 14 others in the combine, is 
taking this stand because of the 
dictates of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
its 51% owner. It’s always been 
M-G-M’s policy to play the ‘lone 
wolf’ on film situations and it 
wishes to follow through accord- 
ingly on the music end. However, 
Robbins will function sympathetic- 
ally with the central shipping 
plants and sell its music at 14c 
wholesale to the three focal dis- 
tribution points. The extra penny 
per copy, it is hoped, will pay the 
overhead of the shipping centrals 
in N.Y., Chi and L.A., and pos- 
sibly help towards a small net 
profit. This net can always be 
pro rat’d if it becomes too large. 

Pubs Own Middle Men 

The move will eliminate jobbers 
such as Plaza, Lyon & Healy, Sher- 
man-Clay, J. W. Jenkins, Richmond 
Music Supply, et al. Publishers 
feel that if any middle-man must 
exist, they'll be it. The extra pen- 
nies per copy that the jobbers must 
tack on to the publishers’ wholesale 
rates have been the cause, aver the 
publishers, for the small retailers 
being compelled to charge 30-50c. 
per copy retail in order to enjoy a 
satisfactory margin, 

This is no problem with the syn- 
dicate stores, as they buy in large 
quantities and deal direct with the 
publishers, and thus enjoy the 
minimum wholesale rates whether 
on ‘new issues’ or established hits, 
the latter always costing a penny 
or two more per copy wholesale. 
The uniform 15¢ wholesale figure 
for everything will obviate that. 
While the printed 25c retail price 
on the title page will eliminate 
over-charging, publishers also feel 
that with the large margin of profit, 
it may encourage dealers to push 
bargain sales to vend five copies 
for $1. This, it is hoped, will move 
merchandise faster off the coun- 
ters, 

The meeting 





tomorrow of the 


MPPA will iron out the final de- ;concerted practice, 


VOTING MUSIC JOBBERS OUT 








Comparison 





‘Dardanella’ from the piano 
rolls alone earned $10,000 in 
royalties, and that was consid- 
ered a very small right. 

Today a hit of similar pro- 
portions can’t get a yield of 
$150 from the piano paper. 


Looks Like Dough But 
Contract Didn't Say 
So; Kahn Off ‘Ballyhoo’ 


Roger Wolfe Kahn is out of 
‘Ballyhoo,’ the forthcoming Norman 
Anthony, Jr.-Delacorte-Gensler mu- 
sical production, refusing to con- 
tinue just for the glory as the at- 
traction only offered the regulation 
$82.50 union scale per man. 

Kahn would have had a chance 
for some real dough when and if 
the 44th Street roof nite club in 
conjunction with the show eventu- 
ated, but the ‘Ballyhoo’ manage- 
ment refused to put that into the 
contract 60 Kahn walked and took 
a couple RKO vaudeville dates. He 
was at the Palace, N. Y., last week. 

Frank Tours is now the musical 
conductor for ‘Ballyhoo.’ Kahn is 
slated for a Warner Bros. short 
and will go on CBS shortly for a 
radio commercial. 














Schuster Has No. 1 Song, 
But Let Out as Gen. Mer. 


Let out by Witmarks as profes- 
sional manager, Ira Schuster has in 
‘Shanty in Old Shantytown’ that 
firm’s No. 1 song right now, and the 
best seller currently; This anomaly 
comes about through Schuster, who 
also uses the nom de plume of John 
Siras, being under a joint writing- 
professional staff contract, drawing 
an income as a Witmark writer, 
although deposed as prof. mer. 

Schuster this week joined Ager, 
Yellen & Bornstein as a writer, with 
his Witmark connections haviig 
since lapsed. 





B. & H.’s New DeSylva 


David Freedman hag joined the 
Lew Brown-Ray Henderson team 
as the book and idea man. 

He replaced Buddy DeSylva, who 
broke away from Brown-Henderson 
to write independently and with 
others. 








BREESE AND PUBLIX 


Minneapolis, Aug. 1. 

Publix is negotiating with Lou 
Breese, former conductor and m. c. 
at the Minnesota, now closed, to 
head a 12-piece orchestra at the 
State or Minnesota, starting in the 
fall, 

Offer to Breese, however, entails 
a slash in salary for him and for his 
men. He has rejected this opening 
bid. 





tails of the auditing system under 
which the 14 publishers will split 
the cost of operation of the central 
bureaus, etc. 

Sheet music heretofore wholesaled 
at 16%c for ‘new issues,’ ie. stuff 
just out and on which the retail- 
ers took a chance and stocked up. 
Some of the popular hits graduated 
to 18c, 20c. and 22%c wholesale per 
copy in large or small lots, thus 
necessitating a prohibitive retail 
price which, the song publishers 
aver, has dented their business 
badly. 

In line with the lic economy, all 
editions will be two sheet affairs, 
sans the insert, to save on the 
stock, shipping costs, etc. 

Feist some time ago pioneered 
with the printed 25c retail price, 
but following retailers’ squawks 





eliminated that. Now it becomes a| 


N Y. Cafe and Roadhouse Bands’ 
Salaries Bonded for Protection 


a 


An epidemic of bouncing checks, 
short payoffs and no payoffs at all 
by shoestring roadhouses and cafes 
has resulted in a ruling by Local 
802, New York, of the musicians’ 
union, requiring the posting of a 
week’s salary in advance for all 
bauds by nite clubs, cafes, hotels 
and all other places whose custom- 
ers sit at tables. 

The legitimate and reliable places 
are forced to take the slap along 
with the no payoff spots that 
brought on the ruling. 

Out in Chicago recently Jimmy 
Petrillo’s union passed the same rul- 
ing, and for the same reason. 

Bonding for musicians will re- 
semble that required for legit shows 
by Equity, with a week's salary in 
escrow at all times for the players’ 
protection. In the event of no pay- 
off in the future by a roadhouse, the 
bonded money will be used for the 
final week. There’s no chance of a 
stranding for the musicians, since 
they can’t play if no bond is up in 
advance, unless waiving it. 


L. A. POLICE JOIN FEDS 
IN SHEET BOOTLEG WAR 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 

Los Angeles police department is 
now co-operating with Department 
of Justice investigators in clearing 
the city of song sheet racketeers, 
with one arrest and one conviction 
this week. 

Alexander Agegie,, 14-year-old 
wholesaler of the bootleg lyrics, 
now in Juvenile hall awaiting trial 
on a new Federal copyright in- 
fringement charge. Boy is already 
under a conspiracy indictment to 
violate copyright act. 

Thomas Welfitt, with a long rec- 
ord, was convicted of similar 
charges Thursday (28) in U. 8. 
District court. 


15 Song Sheet Peddlers 
Nabbed im N. Y.; $5 Fines 


Reps from the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, accompanied by plainclothes 
cops, swooped down over the week- 
end among the sidewalk peddlers of 
nickel songsheets and netted 15 ar- 
rests. Pinches were made along 
Broadway and the Coney Island 
boardwalk, with the culprits being 
fined $5 each on peddling without 
a license charge in various magis- 
trate courts. 

In the latest mop-up of the un- 
lawful purveyors of copyrighted 
lyrics, the society confiscated alto- 
gether about 9,000 sheets. 

















Coast Wax Sales Gain 
As Air Programs Panned 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1. 


Noticeable pickup in record sales 
on the coast during the past month 
is attributed by sales people to a 
listener-in disgust of radio pro- 
grams and an inability to get sta- 
tions to play request numbers. 

Corresponding increase in calls 
for phonograph needles is also an 
indication that many talking ma- 
chines are being hauled out of 
mothballs. 





Feting Jack Harris 


When Jack Harris, baton fave at 
the Embassy Club, London, arrives 
on the Europa tomorrow (3) he'll 
run into a surprise welcome framed 
by several bandmen. Heading the 
delegation will be Abe Lyman. 





Before pulling out for this side 
Harris was entertained at a fare- 
well party thrown by the Prince of 
Wales. 
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Bands and 
(Week of 


Permanent addresses of bands 
without charge. 
No charge is made for listing in 


For roference guidance, initials 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hal 


As far as possible, street address 





Orchestras 
August 1) 


or orchestras will be published 
this department. 

represent: H—hotel, T—theatre, 
|, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 


es in large cities are also included. 











A 

Aaronson, Irving, Frolics C., Culver City, 
Calif. 

Agne:y, Chas., Edgewater Beach H., Chi- 
cago. 

Albert, Jules, CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
a ae Re 

Allen. Wally, 1914 Bivd. East, W. New 
York, N. J. 

Alsdorf, U J., 98 Liberty St., Newburgh. 
Almoaro, Jo3., New Bamboo Inn, Chicago 
Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich, 


Oscar, The Cathey, Baltimore. 
Henry, 643 Broad St.. Newark. 
Edgerton), 2004 


Appel, 
Aran, 
Arcadia Syncopators (C. 


Addison St., Phila. 

Arkell, Lee, KVI, Tacoma. Wash. 

Armbruster, J. L., B. A. C., Buffalo. 

Arnheim, Gus, The Dells, Morton Grove, 
Chi. 

Aster, Alex. Wiliard's R., 308 S. Mich- 
figan Avc., Chicago. 

Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 

Austin, S., Davis Is. Country C., Tampa. 

Axt, Dr. Wm., M-G-M Studio, Culver 
City, Cal. 

B 


Baird, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 


Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 
Bailey, Earl, Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach, Va. 


Pallew, Smith, WEAF, N. Y. C. 

Bard, Jos., Goiden Pheasant R., Balto. 

Barnard, B., 333 W. Morrell St., Jackson, 
Mich. 
Barringer, Don, Callico Cat B., Miami. 
Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 545 5th Ave., N. Y. C. 


Barsiey, Beenar, Montauk Point, Mon- 
tauk, L. I 


Basile, Jos., 65 No. 14th St., Newark, 
eae 


State T., Detroit. 
67 Ormond St., Rochester, 


Bastian, Walt., 
Bauer, F. J., 
W..X- 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 

Baum, Oscar, Chinese T., L. A. - 

Baxter, Phil, WDAF, K. C. 

Bay State Aces (Al Relyea), 
@t., Cohoes, N. Y. 

Beckley, T., 102 E. 8th St., 
Del. 


3 Mohawk 
Wilmington, 


Belasco, Leon, WABC, N. Y. C. 

Bell, Jimmie, Green Mill B. R., Chicago. 
Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Benford, Jack, Jack & Jill Tavern, Port- 
fand, Ore. 
Bennett, Dave, 
House, Chicago. 
Bercowitz, Abe, KGW, Portland. Ore. 
Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 


Station WJJD, Palmer 


Jack, Astor H., N. Y. C. 
Ww. J., 5449 Penn Ave., 


Berger, 
Berger, 
burgh. 
Bergin, Fred, Idora Park, Youngstown, oO. 
Berlin, Paul, 4258 Archer Ave., Chi. 
Bernie, Ben, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Berrens, Freddie, CBS, N.Y.C. 
Bestor, Don, Convention Hall, A. C. 
Bingham, T. W., 18 9. Ryan St., Buffalo. 
Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R., Rochester. 
Black. Ted. Village Barn C., N. Y. C. 
Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 
Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chi- 


Pitts- 


cago. 
Bob's Sunnysiders, 30 E. Haverhill St., 
Lawrence, Mass. 
Borowsky, Jasha, Biltmore H., L. A. 
Bovee, Ralph, KHQ, Spokane. 
Bowley, Ray, 21 Beacon St., Hyde Park, 


Mass. 

Boyle, Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 

Brandy's Singing Bd., Palmer's Park, 
Lansing, Mich. 

Brashin, Abe, KJR, Seattle. 

Breeskin, Daniel, Earle T., Washington. 

Bresiow, Hy, KGW, Portland. 

Brigode Ace, Merry Garden B. R., Chl. 

Sritton, Frank & Milt, Grauman’s Chi- 
nese, Hollywood. 

B'way Collegians, 
troit. 

Prewer, Ted, Yoeng’s R., B’ way and 5lst 
x. 2 2 


Walled Lake B., De- 


Brodie, Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- 
dale, N. Y. 

Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 
Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 


cisco, 
922 Oth St., 


Brownagle, T., Harrisburg, 
19 FE. 49th St., 


a. 
Brusiloff, Nat, a. & & 


Bryant, W. H., 1526 S. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck Vern. Melody Mill B. R., Chi. 

Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main S&t., 
Akron, O. 

Buffano, Jules, 5th Ave. T, Seattle. 

Buloskwies Califs.,. Eagle B., ar 

Bunchuk, Yasha, Capitol . oo Po 

Burk, Mi'‘o, Drockton, Mass. 


Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 

Burke's Canadians, New Constant Spring 
H., Kingston, Jamaica. 

Rurnett. Tiny, Orpheum T., 

3urtnett, Earl, Club Forest, 
leans. 

Burns, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., Sand- 
wich, Ont. 

Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 

Butler, Mel., Davenport, Spokane. 


Cc 


Calloway, Cab, 799 7th Ave., N. Y. C. 
Caperoon, Fred, 401 B'way, Camden, N. J 
Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 
Carlin. Herb, Guyon's B. R., Chicago. 
Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 
Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Carr Ibros., 2187 Guiyot, Oceanside, Cal. 
Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 


Seattle. 
New Or- 


Pittsburgh. 
Bidg., 


Flotilla Club, 
502 Blackstone 


Cavato, Ets, 
Cervone, Izzy, 
Pittsburgh. 
Charles, Roy. Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 
Chlo-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- 
leans. 

Christensen, Paul, 
Christie, H. J., 
Louisville. 


WKY, Oklahoma City. 
1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 


Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
cye Lake, O. 

Clarke, Bob, 1660 Roxbury Rd. (B), Co- 
lumbus, ©. 

Clarke, Herb. L., Municipal Band, Long 
Beach, Cal. 

Clary, Sonny, Showboat C., L. A. 
Clevelanders, Fuller’s Garden, Cincinnati. 


Coakley, Jack, S*ates Hofbrau, 8. F. 
Roosevelt, H., Hollywood. 
Coburn, Wm., Blue Mouse T., Seattle. 
Rog Code, Athens A. C., San Francisco. 
Col. F., 252 W. Douglas St., Reading, Pa. 
Coleman, Emil, El Pateo C., N. ¥. C. 
College Club, 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha, 
Collegian Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve- 
land, 
oe Russ, RKO Albee T., Brooklyn, 
; = 


Gontoleri, A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 
Conley, Ralph, 1119 Grand St., Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. 

Conley, Vin, Parody Club C., Chicago. 
Conrad, H., 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C 
Cook, Arthur, WXYZ, Detroit. 

Cooley, Fritz, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 

Cornwell, Frank, Mayfair C., Boston, 
Cox, Geo., Bat Ea As 

Coyle, L. 219 E. 10th St., Easton, Pa. 


Craig, Puantia Hermitage H., Nashville. 
Crescent Orch.. Armory, Middletown, a. F, 
Crawford, ‘‘Buzz,"" 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave., N. W., Washington. 

Crawford, Jack, Fox T., Seattle. 
Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 
Cullen, S. E., 314 E. 6th St., South Bos- 
ton 

Currie, Harry, Seelbach H., Louisville. 
Cummins, Bernie, Trianon B. R., Chi. 
Cummings,’ Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 
daigua, N. Y. D 


Dahl, Ted, KMTR, Hollywood, 
Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattle. 
Dantzig, E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 


uw Orch., 51 14th St., Norwich, 
onn. 
Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 


ton H., Washington, D. 
Davidson, ay Wee ‘Norshore T., Chicago, 


Davis, C., Indiana ?.. Indianapolis. 
Davis, Meyer, 18 E. 48th St., N. Y. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 
Par aaa Don, 171 King St., Portland, 
re. 

Delbridge, Del., 404 Madison T. Bidg., 
Detroit. 


Del Pose, Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 
DeLuca, J., 331 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

Denny, Claude, Nocturne C., Chi. 

Denny, Jack, Waldorf-Astoria H., .N.F.C. 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Devron, George, Stevens Hotel, Chicago. 
Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St., Spring- 
fleld, Ill. 

Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, * ene 
Domine Orch., 22 4th St., roy, N. Y. 
Donnelly, W. i., 239 Glenwood pag E. 
Orange, N. J. 

ue Chas., Mt. Royal H., Mont- 
Dots, 


Mike, 
Wash. 
Dougherty, Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 
Downey, Harry, Ballyhoo C., B’way and 
49th St., 6” ie 
Dunn, Jack, El Patio ene 
Duerr, Dalph. 11404 Orville Ave., Cleve. 
Duchin, Ed., Central Park Casino, N.Y.C, 


E 
Eckel, Charlie, N. Y¥. Athletic Club, Pel- 
ham, N. Y. 
Edmunds, Glen, Eik’s C., TL. 
Kisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - : R., 
Boston, 
pate, Duke, 
nati. 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 
English-Gibson, Boulevard T., L. A. 
Eichhorn, Geo., McElroy's B. R., Seattle. 


Celesium B. R., Tacoma, 


Castle Farms, Cincin- 


Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 
Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach Co, Salt 
Lake City. 


Evans, Billy, KTM, L. A. 
Everett, llume, Lakeside P., Denver. 


F 


Fabregas, Geo., Silver Slipper C., L. A. 
Fain, Elmer, Club Royale, L. A. 

Fay, Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 

Farrell, F., inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. 1ith St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fabello, Phil, Albee, Brooklyn. 

Farr, Aaron, Miami Beach Country C., 
Miami Beach. 

Feldman, Joe, 1068 E. 98th St., 
Ohio, 

lerdinando, Felix, Le Chateau B. R., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy, N. Y. 
Fio-Rito, Ted, St. Francis u., & F. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L. 914 South Westnedge St., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Fisher, Bob, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 
Finston, Nat, Par. Studio, Hollywood. 


Cleveland, 


Fitzpatrick, Eddie, St. Francis H., S. F. 
Foard, Don, 1419 Reed Ave. Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 

Beacon St., Portland, 


Fogg A. M., 174 
e 


Fomish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
ich, 

Foote, R., Stevens H., Chicago. 

Forbes, Ant. KOL, Seattle. 

Forman, Lou, Palace T., N. Y. C. 
Fosdick, Gene, Rye Bath & Tennis C., 
Westchester, 
Four Horsemen, 


Chicago. 
Freed, Carl, 20 S. Orange Ave., 
Friary, George, Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., 
Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., 
Frieso, J. F., 
Frost, Jack, Station WJAR, 

R...% 
Fuller, 
Funk, 


Uptown Village Club, 


Earl, 
Larry, 


Cinna, 
x. 7% Cc 


Swiss Gardens, 
WEAF, 


G 


Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, a 
Gallicchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd.. 





Newarx. 


St. Louis. 
NW.F.C. 
Strand T., Stamford, Conn. 
Providence, 


MUSIC 
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Ralph, Palmer H., Chi. 
Del Monte H., Del Monte, 


Ginsberg. 
Girvin, Hal., 


al. 

Goff. Mark, Briggs R., Detroit. 
Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md, 


Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y, C. 

Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 
Gonzales, S. N., 310 E. 4th St., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

Gordon, Herb, Wardman Pt. H., Wash. 
Gorrell, Ray, 404 Madison T. Bidg., De- 
troit. 

Graham, Paul, Jenklinson Pav., Pt. 
Pleasant, N. J. 

Grass, Chet, 2 S. Corona, Denver. 
Grayson, Hal, Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 
Jreen, Jimmy, Beach View Gardens C., 
Chicago. 


Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St., 
Grier, Jimmy, Ambassador H., L. ° 
Gross, Presnt, McElroy B., Portland, Ore. 
Grosso, Paul, Arlington’ H., Colorado 
Springs, Col. 

Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo St., 
Gurnick, Ed., 36 Reynolds Ave., 
dence. 
Gunsondorfer, W., “ido C., 8. F. 
Gutterson, M., Valencia T., Baltimore. 


H 
Haas, Alexander, 254 W. 76th St., 
Haines, ‘‘Whitey,’’ Tavern Inn, 
Bend St.. Pawtucket, R. I. 
Hall, George, Taft H.. N. Y. C. 
Hall, Sleepy. MCA, Chicago. 
Hallett, Mal, Lawrence, Mass. 
Hammond, Jean. Sky Room, Milwaukee. 


Davenport, Ia. 
A 


Quebec. 
Provi- 


N.Y.C. 
183 N. 


Hamp, Johnny, Norumbega Park, Auburn- 
dale, Mass. 

Hancock, Hogan, Jefferson H., Birming- 
ham, 


Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 
Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Toronto. 
Hart, Ronnie, British-Columbia Pk., Van- 
couver, B, C. 
Harkness, Eddie, 2030 Franklin St., S. F. 
Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 
ronto, Can. 

Haney, Al, 26 Capital St., Pawtucket, 
, a 
Haynes, Joe, Roseland B. R., N. Y. C. 
Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila, 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., aoe 
Heidt, Horace, Golden Gate T F. - 
Henderson, F., 228 W. 139th St., ae a & 
Henderson, Gordon, KGFJ, lL. ‘A. 
Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henningsen, Walter, KOMO, Seattle. 
Henry, Tal., c-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 
mM ae. 
Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace C., Chicago. 
Hirabak, A., 1128 Goottman St., Pitts- 
burgh. 
Hite, Les, Cotton Club, Culvér City, Cal. 
Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
Is. 
Hoffman, L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, Ill. 
- patel B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 
Del. 
Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C., N.C.Y. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. zy. ¢C, 


Holst, Ernie, Post Lodge, Post Lodge, 
Larchmont, N, 

Hopkins, Claude, Roseland B, B’way and 
530th St., N. Y¥. C. 

Houston, Chas., Monmouth Beach C., 
N. J. 

Howard, Herold, Canyon Hotel, Yellow- 
stone, 


Howard, Tex, Trianon B. R., Seattle. 
Hueston, Billy, 1658 B’way, N. Y. C. 
_—_—, J. W., Coronado H., San Diego, 


Cal 
Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair T. 
Bidg., N. ¥. G ' 


Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington, 
New Britain, 


Innis, 
. Va. 
Irving, E., 
Conn, 
Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

Iula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

lula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 

Jackson's Jazz, 18 Chestnut St., 
ville, N. ¥. 
James, Harry, El! Capitan T., Hollywood, 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village C., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Jansen, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 

Jedel, H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., 


N. 
Jehle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn, 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B’way, N. Y¥. C. 


Lyceum T., 


Glovers- 


Newark, 


Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. c. 
PR arta Dwight, Empress H., Portiand, 
re 

Johnny Johnstone, Willows, Pitts. 
Johnston, Merle, 151 W. 46th St., N.Y.C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce's Syn., 915-17 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia. 

Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones, Isham, Ambassador, Atlantic City, 
N. J. 
Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jack- 
son, Mich, 

Joy, Jimmie, Variety, Hollywood. 

Joyce, Jerry, KFWB, Hollywood. 


K 
Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chicago. 
Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 
Kassel, Art, MCA, Chicago. 
Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th St., Lebanon, 
a 


Kay, Herbie, MCA, Chicago. 
Kayser, Joe, Marigold B. R., Chicago. 
Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 


Keegan, Ross E., 22 Gold St., Freeport, 
L. I. 

Keller, Wm. R., 4115 Gist St., Woodside, 
er. A: & 

Kelly, Earl, Solomon's B., 


L. A. 
Kelly, Paul, La Granduja "o Ss. F. 
Kelsey, Carleton, KFWB, Holly wood. 
Kemp, Hal, New China ‘c., Cleveland. 
Kennedy, Harol4, Embassy c., Hollywood. 
Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg. , Pitts- 
burgh. 
Franklin H., Phila. 


> oo H., Benj., 


Kerr, Chas, Adelphia H., Phila. 

Red Kibbler, Recreation Pier, Long 
Beach, Cal. 

Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr.. Chicago. 
Keystone Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit. 

King, Hermie, Warfield T., S. F. 


King’s Melody, 63 Mueller St., 
ton, N. Y. 

King, Teddy, Coliseum T., N. Y. C, 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chi. 

Klein, Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
Ark. 

Kline, M., 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Kneisel, E., Biltmore H., Atlanta, 
Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bldg., Reading, Pa. 

Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Kogen, Harry, c/o NBC, 222 North Bank 
Dr., Chicago, 


Bingham- 


Kosloff, Lou, Paramount T., Oakland, 

Cal. 

Kozals, Jim, Station WLFL, Chicago. 
Walt, 347 Claremont Bidg., 


Krauskrill, 
F. 


Krueger, Art, WISN, ag ee a 
Krueger, Benneil, WABC Be © 
Krumholz, G., P. O. a. 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 


Kyser, Kay, Bamboo G., Cleveland. 





Casa l.oma, Gen. Motors Bldg., N. Y¥. C. Gardner, Cc. C., 1527 N. Mth St., » Kyts, Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 
Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O.]| coln, Neb, L 
Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Williamsport, Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami. 

Pa. Gaul, Geo., Washington, D. C. Lagasse, F., 518 Merrimac St., Lowell, 

idy, D. L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, Geidt, Al., 117 S. N. J. Ave., Altantic ass. 

so 08 City. Laitsaky. Ben, Majestic T. Bldg., ae 
Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. ¥. C. Gerun, Tom, Hotel New Yorker, N.Y.C. Lane, Eddie, McAlpin H., N. ¥. C. 
Castro, Manolo, Nacionale H., Havana. Gill, Sumit C.. Baltimore. Lang, Harry, Baker H., Dallas. 
Causer, Bob, Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tex. Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell; Mass. 
Cavaliave, John, 20 Irving St., New Gillen, Frank, Detroit Yacht C., Detroit- Lanin, Sam, c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 

Haven, Gillet, Albert, KGW, Portland, Ore. a. 2. 


Lanin, Howard, CBS, N.Y.C. 

Laughtner, Harris, St. Francis H., L, A. 

Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. 

Mickey Lazarus, McFadden B. R., San 
Francisco. 


Lee, Baron, Cotton Club, N. ¥. C. 
Lefcourt, Harry, 27-10 Newtown Ave., 
Astoria, I. I. 

Lefkowitz, Harry, Casley H., Scranton, 
Pa, 

Leftwich, o. Oceanic H., Wrightsville 
Beach, N. 


Levin, Al, “W76 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, Bernard, Commodore H., N.¥.C. 


Lido Orch., Suite 56 Loew Bidg., Wash- 
ington, D. Cc. 

Light, Enoch, Village Grove Nut C., N. 
ie - 

Lisbin, Hank, Adolphus H., Dallas. 
Lofner, Carol, Bal Taberin a. & F. 
Lombardo, Guy, Pavillon Royal, Valley 
Stream, L. I. 

Lopez, Vincent, St. Regis H., N. Y. C. 
Loveland, Archie, Multenomah H., Port- 
land, Ore. 

Lowd, Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 


Orkney Springs, Va. 

Lowry, Ed., Paramount T., Bklyn, N. Y. 
Loye, Stan, Mammoth H., Yellowstone. 
Ludwig, C., ‘Zaza,’ 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Luse, Harley, Wilsoa’s B. R., L. A. 
Lyman, Abe, Capitol, N. Y. C. 

Lynn, Correy, Blue Grotta C., Chicago. 
Lynn, Sammy, 2006 Wichita St., Dallas. 


M 
Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, St. Peters- 
burg. 
Madreguera, Enric, Commodore H., 
mae & 


Mahon, Margie, KMO, Seattle. 
Major, F, J., 3007 34 St., Ocean Parx, 
Cal. 

Makins, Eddie. LeClaire ©.. Chicago. 
Maloney, R. B., 806 Elinor St., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 

Manthe, Al., 307 N. 

i 


3. 
Marburger, H., 346 Knight St., 
Pa 


Marsh, Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red, Venice B., Venice, Cal. 
Marinaro John, Beaux Arts C., 30 W. 
40th St., N. ¥. C., 

Martin, Fred, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Martin, Slim, Pantages T. ,Hollywood. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Mattasch, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 
Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Livision, 
tle Creek, Mich. 

McCoy, Clyde, Drake H., Chicago. 


Francis, Madison 


Reading, 


Bat- 


McDowell, Adrian, Town & Country C., 
Milwaukee. 

McEnelly, E. J., 96 Sylvan St., Epring- 
field, Mass, 


McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 


McGowan, meen c/o R. W. Kahn, 1607 
B’way, N. Y. 

McIntyre, AE Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 

McIntire, Lani, KMTR, we bers 
McLeon, Mac, Music Box B. , Chicago. 
MceVeas, I. S., 1221 E. 33d A. 
Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St., Ridgefiela 
Park, N. J. 

Memphisonians,*92 S. Main St., Memphis. 
Meo, Jimmy, Colosimos, Chicago. 


Messenger, Al, Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
Merrick, Mahlon, c/o NBC, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Meroff, Ben, Variety, N. Y. 

‘Meyer. M. F., 926 Broadway, Brooklyn, 


N. Y¥. 
Meyer Oscar, 45209 Camac St., Phila- 


delphia. 
Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phar was 
A, 
Vic Trianon B. R. Seattle. 


Meyers, Louis, Horn’s D. H., L 
Meyers, 

Miles, Jack, Granada C., Chicago. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detrolt. 


Miller, Gladys, KOMO, Seattle. 
Miller Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 


ae N., 121 Williams S8t., Chelsea, 
ass. 

Miller, Vic, Loew's State, Syracuse. 
Milan, Bert, Eastwood Park, Detroit. 
Mills, Floyd, 786 Fayette St., Cumber- 
land, Md. 

Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Minich, BM., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, 


Pa. 
Mitchell, Al, Olympia T., New Haven. 
Mohrman, Mable, KJR, Seattle. 
Morgan, Gene, Pyramid C., Hollywood. 
wee Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 
fash. 
Molino, Carlos, Ambassador H., L. A. 
Moore, Tom, Cinderella B., Long Beach, 
Cal. 
Morey, Al, Worth T., Ft. Worth. 
Morris, Glen, Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 
Moss, Joe, 18 E. 48th St., N. Y¥. C, 
Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., S. F. 
Mosher, V., 3137 10th Ave. S., Minneap- 
olis. 
Murial, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 
Moana H., Waikiki Beach, Honolulu, Ha- 


wail, 
NM 

a Len, Len Nash's Barn, 

al. 

Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’s B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 

Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neglar, Merlin, Fox T., Spokane, Wash. 
Newicx, Nick, 3150 24th St., Astoria, 
a 
Neibauer, Ed, Wilshore D. H., Chicago. 
Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Island C., Gua 
Island, N. Y. 

Nelson, Tom, Roosevelt H., N. Y. c. 
New Orleans Owls, H. Roosevelt, N. O. 
Newman, Alfred, U. A; Studio, Holly- 
wood, 

Nolan, Bob, Fisher T.. Detroit. 


Compton, 


Noone, Jimmy, Club Dixie, Chicago. 
Norman, Jess. KPO, S. 
Nunez, Salvadore, Paris L. A, 


Oo 


O’Brien, Tom, Saranac Lake H., Saranac 
Lake, 
85 Duffield St., 


Octavet Ore. - 
Be 
~ O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, Ill. 
Olsen, George, Hollywood Gardens, Pel- 
ham Road, Westchester, N. Y. 

Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud., Seattle, Wash. 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
as ema Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica, 


Brooklyn, 


Original Yellow Jackets, 
Beach, Buckeye> Lake, » 
Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., Cc. 
Osborne, Will, Westches- 
toe, Es 

tps Harry, Westwood Ho H., Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

P 


Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y. C. 
Palmquist, Ernie. Eagle B. R., Milwaukee. 
Panico, Louie, Guyon’s Paradise B. R., 
Chicago. 
Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North St., 
Indianapolis. 
Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B'klyn, N. Y. 
Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 
Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 
Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston. 
Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 
— Orch., Monmouth St., Newport, 
Ay. 
Perni, 
Perry, 
NM. ¥ 


Summerland 


Ee 
Playland, Rye, 


Don, Saenger T., New Orleans, La. 
Frank, Flagler H., Falisburg, 
Peterson, Art, Trout-dale-in-tne-Fines, 

[-vergreen, Colo. 

Peterson, Len, KGA, Spokane, Wash. 
Pettis, Jack, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
Peyton, Doc, New Kenmore H., Albany, 





N. Y¥. 


> 


Peterson, B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
Ind. 

Pfeiffer's Orch., 1342 Palmetto Ave., Tea 
ledo. 


Philbrick's Orch., 
Des Moines, Ia. 

Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 

Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading, Pa, 


Younker’s Dept. Store, 


Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind. 

Pipp's Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, [um 
Pometti, V. 'D., Boos Bros. C., L. 
Pontrelll, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. i 


Pontrelli, Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Pas 
Cal. 

Potter, Jerry, Limehouse C,, Chicago, 
Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 
Prince, Graham, Palais D’or R., 48th and 
B'way, N. Y. 
Pullen, R. E., ‘1365 Sellers St., 


R 
Ralston, Jack, Station WOL, Washington 


Frankford, 


dD. G. 

a Oscar, M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 
al. 

Radriguez, Jos., KFT, Wl. A. 
Rapee, Erno, NBC, Til Tth Ave., 
Rasmussen, F 
Bluffs, Ia. 
Read, Kemp, 539 Ashley Bivd., New Bede 
ford, Maas. 

Redman, Don, Palace T., Cleveland. 


N. ¥. Cc. 
-» 143 Graham Ave. + Councit 


Reese, Garaner, Hollywood C., Tonae 
wanda, N. Y. 
Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 57th St., N. Y. ¢, 


— Roamers, care Chas. Mack, De- 
ro 

Riccl, Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., N. Y. C, 
mitch. — “a 

chards rney, Uptown Village, Chi. 
Rickitts, J. C., Kosciusko, Mie. 
Rines, Jos., Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, J., U. Artists T., Detroit, 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., Phila. 
Roanes’ Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 


fass. 

Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St., Prov., R. &, 
Robinson, Johnny, Showboat, Seaside, Ore, 
Roesner, Walt., Fox T., San Francisco. 
Rhode, Karl, Loew's Orpheum, Boston. 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
Rogers, Buddy, Pennsylvania H.. N. ¥. Q@’ 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th St., N. ¥. C. 
Romanelli, z. King Edward H., Toronte, 
Rose, Irv., Jefferson | em 

Rossman, "Harold, Bagdad C., Miami. 
Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. 14th St... N.F.C, 
Ruhl, Warney, Michigan Tech., Houghe 


ton, Mich. 
Ruick, Mel, Manchester T., L. A. 
Russell, B., King Cotton H., Greensboro, 


Russo, Dan, Beach View Garden C., Chi, 
Ss 


Sandval, Paramount T., 
land, Ore. 


Sampietro, Joe, 


Tommy, Port«- 


KOIN, Portland, Ore. 


Sampson, Ed, Pacific Coast C., Long 
Beach, Cal. 

Sanders, Joe, MCA, Ch 

Sans, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., oe 


Schara, C. F., 624 B’way, Buffalo, N. Y, 
Schill, J., Arcadia BR Rm. MN. F.C. 


scary Ed., 34 Arthur St., Lawrence, 
ass. 
Schumisk!, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicago, 
P . ~tabiae U. J., 819 Court St., Fremont, 
0. 
Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 


an 6. L. W., 900 Dilbert Ave., Springe 


sett, Frank, 254 President St., Bklyn., 
Scotti, Bill, Pierre H., N. Y. C. 
Seiger, Rudy, Fairmont H.. &. PB. 
Setdenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash 
Selvin, Ben, c/o Col, Recording, 
Ave, 

Setaro, A., Granda T., 3S. F. 

Severi, Gino, Pig N Whistle C, Hollywood, 
Shaw, Carl, Italian Village, L. A. 
Sheffers, H. C., Wilbur’s Taunton, Mass, 
Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 
Sherman, Maurie, College Inn C., Chi. 
Sherwood, Billy, KOL, Seattle. 


6S Sth 


Siani, Joe, Fox T., A 

Silverman, D., Missouri T., St. Louls. 
Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, Soutls 
Bend, Ind. 


Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’way, Pert 
Sissle, Noble, Pk. Central H., | * 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R., Washington, D. Cc. 
Smith, Beasley, Rosemont B., B'klyn. 
Smith, Les, KMO, Seattle. 

Smith, Rollin, Hollywood A.’ C., Hollye 


wood. 
Smelin, 8., 190 W. Buchtel Ave., Akrom 
Ohio. 


—w, Vincent, CBS, 485 Madison Ars. 


. 


ms. poaniek, Harry, The Dells, Morton Grove 


South, Eddie, Congress H., Chl. 

Spaner, Frank, La Salle Hotel. Chicage, 
Spector, Irving, WOKO, albany, N. Y. 
Spielman, M., Calais C., N. Y. C. 
Spitalny, Phil, N. B. c.. N. Y¥. C. 

Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, Ne& 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston St., Bklym, 
Spolidoro, J., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 
St. Clair Jesters, Edward My 
Windsor, Canada. 

St. Louis Kings, 1823 B. 95th St., B’klya, 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lincoln, Neb, 
Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Ane 
tonio, Tex. 

Steiner, Max, Radio Studio,. Hollywood, 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 
Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington Aveg 
Boston. 
Stokes, 


Prince 


Harold, NBC, Chicago. 
Stoll, Geo., Paramount T., Los Angeles. 
Stone, Marty, Radisson H., Minneapolis, 
Story, Geo., Wong's C., London, Ont. 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corps 
Buffalo. - 
Strissoff, Vanderbilt H., N. Y. C. 
Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy St., Chicago. 


Ry 
Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C., 


tucket, Mass. 
Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut St., 
Guerneville, Cal. 


Nane 


Phila. 
Tellyer, Al. 
Teppas, J. J., 533 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo, 
— Roy, Regent T., Grand Rapids, 
ch. 
Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A.,, 52 We 
Randolph, Chicago. 


Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ Ventor T., Ate 
lantic City, N. J. 

Thorpe, Sunny Fan Tan R., 24% Cais 
St., N. E., Philadelphia. 


Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
iloff, Andre, Surf C., Miami Beach, Fla. 
Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bklyn. 
Traveler, Lou, Casino B. R22 Ocean Park, 
Cal, 

Tremaine, Paul, Elitches Gardens, Denver. 
Trevor, Frank, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Trini, Anthony, Beau Rivage, Sheepshead 
Bay, L. I. 

Tucker, Tommy, Hollywood R., N. Y. C. 
Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Manchester, 
N. H. 


Turnham, Edith, Janke’s Tavern, L. A. 
U ; 

Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miaml. 
Vv 

Valente, Val.. Marquards C., S. + 


Valentine, Jads, Statler H., ‘Bost 

Vallee, Rudy, care O. C., oN 181). Broad< 
way, N. Y. 

Van Cleef, Jimmy, 41 Paterson St., 
Brunswick, N. 

Van Steeden, Deter. WEAF, .. _Y. Se. 
Voorhees, Don, WEAF, N. Y. 


Ww 


Waring’s Penna, c-o J. ae eaeee. 
merstein T. Blde., ms Sa 


New 


Ham- 
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Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Joe Sanders 

Pianist-maestro of the Joe San- 
ders Night Hawks (formerly collab- 
orative with the late Carleton A. 
Coon) tickles the ivories in ‘mean’ 
manner on Victor 24033, titled 
‘Southology’ and ‘Intangibility.’ 
Both are his original compositions 
from the piano folio titled ‘Improvi- 
gation.’ -Some snappy digit throw- 
ing at them thar keys by Sanders. 





Ruby Newman‘ 

New Victor dance maestro fea- 
tures a nice, smooth, melodic style 
on his first four disks with the 
Funny Boners trio and Gordon Gra- 
ham assisting vocally. The popular 
and jazz symphonic ‘My Silent 
Love,’ lyricized by Edward Hey- 
mann from the 19-year-old (Miss) 
Dana Suesse’s ‘Jazz Nocturne,’ is 
symphonically syncopated by Ruby 
Newman. ‘Am I Wasting My Time?’ 
is the eompanion piece. ‘Three 
Guesses’ and ‘I Send My Love With 
These Roses,’ on Victor 24043, is 
equally oke. 





, Buddy Rogers 

Screen juve, -with his California 
Cavaliers, holding forth currently at 
the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York, 
dishes up a pair of fox trots in ‘With 
My Sweetie in the Moonlight’ and 
‘I Beg Your Pardon, Mademoiselle.’ 
Louis Rapp, his sax player, and 
Barney Rapp, the maestro’s brother, 
and Rogers split the vocal honors 
respectively. They're nice polite 
foxes, 





Waring’s Pennsylvanians 

The Warings are taking a show- 
manly attitude on their recordings. 
There’s so much smooth stuff ex- 
tant, with every polite;- melodic ‘I 
love you’ type of fox trot song 
sounding the same, that the War- 
ings are finding that it pays to pep 
it up a bit. 

That's why they’re going in for 
the ‘scat’ school of foxtrotology, as 
with ‘I Heard,’ composed by Don 
Redman, The novelty vocalization, 
featuring that bass-voiced drummer 
of the Warings, makes nice varia- 
tion for the dansapation. ‘A Picnic 
for. Two’ with vocal trio offsets the 
seat stuff. 





Leo Reisman 

Smooth fox trots by a class maes- 
tro. ‘You Gave Me Everything But 
Love’ and ‘In the Still of the Night’ 
are just the type of fox trots Reis- 
man would purvey at the Central 
Park Casino, where he is still baton- 
ing there, 





Russ Columbo 

The crooner is now back as an 
orchestra leader, as he was during 
his obscure days on the Coast before 
coming east. Naturally he warbles 
with his band, but ‘Just Another 
Dream of You,’ a waltz, and ‘Living 
in Dreams,’ f.t., are essentially 
dance numbers. And good, too. 





Ted Black 

Another nice  waltz-fox trot 
couplet, the continentalish ‘Masque- 
rade’ and the more zippy ‘Banking 
on the Weather.’ Played with pro- 
fession eclat, they'll satisfy on the 
hoof. Dick Robertson sub-billed for 
the singalogs. 





Jesse Crawford 

Finished console specialties by the 
Paramount organist. ‘Road to 
Mandalay’ and ‘Sylvia’ are coupled 
for the mass trade, and the longer 
playing 85c disk links tunes from 
‘Student Prince,’ including the Sere- 
nade, ‘Deep in My Heart’ and the 
‘Students’ March.’ Grand organlogs. 





Art Kassel 
Zestful fox trot couplet by Kassel 
and his Kassels in the Air who snap 
it out handily with ‘O. K. America,’ 
a timely topical ditty obviously in- 
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spired by the Lucky Strike radio 
slogans, and musically interpreted 
to remind thereof. Apart from that, 
Kassel does this and the companion 
‘Hell’s Bells’ in snappy fashion. 

It’s a different sort of a record, 
and should fetch some extra cus- 
tomers. Columbia 2682, 





Eddy Duchin 

The Central Park Casino maestro 
reaches across the Atlantic for 
‘You're Blase,’ a smart musical 
comedy type song now a West End 
London rage, which has been taken 
up also by the smart spot orchestras 
in New York. This and ‘Night When 
Love Was Born,’ a more natural and 
less strained foxtrot, are crisply 
handled by the finished Duchin 
dan:e technicians. Columbia 2677. 

Same goes for ‘Clouds Will Soon 
Roll Ey’ (Hamilton Sisters warbling 
the pollyannaish observation) and 
‘Now You’ve Got Me Worryin’ for 
You (Frances Langford, radio 
builder-uppering right now, vocal 
refraining), which are coupled on 
Columbia 2680. 





Edith Lorand 

On the Continent, this mistress of 
the baton enjoys an enviable repu- 
tation with her concert orchestra, 
which is extensively recorded abroad 
and some of whose records Colum- 
bia imports from time to time. 

On Nos. 2657 and 2683, Columbia 
brings over on the wax some of the 
world’s favorite concert waltzes. 
‘Destiny Waltz’ is coupled with 
Fibich’s ‘Poem,’ and the classic 
‘Schon Rosmarin’ (Fair Rosemary), 
composed by Fritz Kreisler and one 
of the virtuoso’s concert favorites, 
is a worthy companion piece to the 
waltz themes from Oscar Strauss’ 
operetta, ‘The Last Waltz.’ 

Viennese music addicts will go big 
for both of these. 





Buddy Rogers 

The screen juvenile-dance maestro 
is recording prolifically for Victor 
with his California Cavaliers (as is 
the billing of the Rogers dance band 
at the Fotel Pennsylvania, N, Y.). 
And Rogers dishes forth a nice 
brand of dansapation, too, with 
couplets such as ‘Happy-Go-Lucky 
You’ and ‘In My Hideaway’ (No. 
24015), whereon he splits the vocal 


interludes. between -himself and 
Frank Parish. 
Of his own collaboraticn, ‘You 


Fascinate Me,’ could be built up as 
a trademark for Rogers. ‘Hello Gor- 
geous,’ a pip Walter Donaldson 
number on the reverse, is vocally 
reprised by Rogers also. 

Still another (24049) is the popu- 
lar ‘Please Handle With Care,’ one 
of the few intelligent song construc- 
tions extant, which is backed by an 
equally fetching melody fox trot, 
‘Ask Yourself Who Loves You.’ The 
first is something of a mild hit; the 
second Geserves equal repute. Louis 
Rapp of the band personnel does 
nicciy with the vocal chorus. 





Johnny Hamp 

Hamp and his Orchestra (it used 
to be ‘and his Kentucky Colonels’ in 
the days when they went in for 
those kinda billings) strut their fox- 
trotology in swell style on Victor 
22999, featuring ‘Cabin in the Cot- 
ton’ and ‘By a Rippling Stream.’ 

As fox trots they serve their pur- 
veyors handily; as commercial pop 
songs it’s a coincidence and an 
anomily at the same time that both 
are of the same distinctive type that 
will fare but mildly for royalty- 
getting purposes. ‘Cabin’ particu- 
larly is one of those constructions 
which furnish good stage or radio 
material but serve their creators ill 
as revenue producers. 

‘Rippling Stream’ fis even more 
popular on the air, composed by 
Bernice Petkere, one of those tin pan 
alley trarities—a femme composer 
with a consistent batting average. 
Her ‘Lullaby of the Leaves’ has al- 
ready enjoyed a No, 1 national pop- 
ularity which in others times would 
have earned her a small fortune, but 
can mean only about $3,000 gross 
these days to her and her lyric col- 
laborator, Joe Young, and her ‘Lady 
I Love’ is another very much in-the- 
air tune. But these, like ‘Ripplin;; 
Stream,’ which Hamp’s male trio 
vocalizes so effectively, can only be- 
gin to mean anything on quantit, 
as weil as quality. 

The anomaly arises from the bas‘c 
quality of all of Miss Petkere’s com- 
positions, which are t.p.a.—conce.'- 
edly unusual tunes. 

Anyway, she has the artistic sat- 
isfaction of a skillful dance inter- 
pretation by the Mampites. 








Big Show for Blow-Off 


yalveston, Aug. 1. 
Hollywood, aee night club on 
Texas coast, closes Labor Day. 
Henry Busse and band w:th Eddie 
Bush trio are booked for the rest of 





the season, wich floor show ifca- 
turing Wells and Brady, Henry 
Dunn, Peppino and Rhoda and the 
Reynolds ‘ isters. 





‘| by Winthrop Ames, 


Too Long 





A friend who had been out 
of town asked Jack Osterman 
how long a run he had ona 
recent roadhouse engagement. 

‘I stayed for one bad check,’ 
said Osterman. 


High School Band Act 
Dates Extended by KO 


Cincinnati, Aug. 1, 
Success of the Winthrop High 
School band locally for RKO re- 
sulted in an additional date for the 


aggregation at RKO’s 105th St., 
Cleveland, week of Aug. 12. High 
school group comprises 40 pieces, in- 
cluding 31 boy students and 9 girls. 
Band is trained and conducted by 
Julius B. Smith, 


Band is the winner of the recent 
Wurlitzer state contest in Ohio as 
the best musical organization of its 
kind in that state. Features vari- 
ous instrument types, inclhiding a 
French horn sextet. 


U. B. O. 


(Continued from page 42) 


receivers refused to pay interest 
and taxes over the summer, pro- 
posing to operate the theatres and 
to refund to the first mortgagecs the 
fixed charges out of operating profit 
next season. The mortgagees re- 
jectel the plan and started fore- 
closures, the court setting Aug. 15 
for hearing. It is doubtful if the 
cases will be disposed of at that 
time. Pincus and Goldstone own the 
Imverial first mortgage and Sam 
Harris Stone owns the paper on 
the 46th St. 

Erlanger’s claim ownership. or 
booking privileges of five Broad- 
way theatres, despite the fact that 
Erlanger’s theatre has been lost. 
City Marshals walked into the house 
about two weeks ago and turned 
possession over to a representative 
of Vincent Astor. The Gaiety is 
now a stock burlesque house, leav- 
ing but the Fulton and the New 
Amsterdam, the latter being also 
involved in court proceedings. Un- 
derstood among the houses to be 
booked by Erlanger’s is the Cohan, 
which is owned by the estate of Joe 
Leblang. The Liberty, in which 
Erlanger’s had an interest, was 
tossel back last season. 


Other Shubert Houses 


Disposition of the Booth and 
Plymouih are in doubt, Former was 
turned back as a Shubert corpora- 
tion property and has been operated 
Lee S‘iubert 
also being personally interested. 
Ames has not signified whether he 
will renew the present leasing ar- 
rangement which expires in Octo- 
ber. The Plymouth is owned by 
the Suberts personally and oper- 
ated under lease by Arihur Hop- 
kins. That lease is also about to 
expire. 

Schwab & DeSylva are angling 
for the Alvin, which Aaron & 
Freedle,y had. Latter firm has 
moved from the theatre and are 
again quartered in the New Ams- 
ter dam. 

The producing arm of the new 
lecit circuit has not been actually 
formed, the backing repori2d still 
to he secured. One deal was for 
Artlur Hopkins to do twe shows 
for the new regime, but that, too, 
is reporird off. 


Bands and Orch. 


(Continued from p ge 52) 


























Weber, Thos., Hollywood JXnickerbocker 
H., Hollywood, 

Weeks, Anson, Mark Hop: ins If, S. F. 

Weems, Ted, Lincoln Tavern, Morton 
Grove, Wl. 


Wendt, Gcoo., Roof Garden C., 8. F. 
Welch, Roy, Fulton-Roya!l, 13’klyn. 
Werner, 12d., Michigan T., Detroit. 
Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 


Wetter, Jos.. 617 Adams Ave., Scranton, 
Pa. 

W! !dden, E.!, 125 Dikeman 8t., Brooklyn 

Wi, teman, !’aul, Biltmore H., N. Y. C. 

Wilkins, Don, Fox T., San Diego, Cal. 

Wi ltiamson, Ted... «sle of Palms H 
Char'eston, S. C. 

Wilson, Bil», Du Pont H.. Wilmington. 

Wiison, Clare, Madison Gardens, Toledo. 

Wilson, Meredith, Station KFRC, S. F. 

Wincbicnrer, W. S., 267 Frederick St., 
Hanover, Pa. 

Wittete o, Eddie, New H.ven. 

Wolf, I . Vanity Fair C., Chicago 

Wolfe, Fiube, c-o Fan bon & Marco, 


Holly wood 
Wolohan. Johnny, E) Patio B. R., &. F. 





Wright, .foe, 410 Mills Bhig., 8S. F 
Wunderlich, F-., 1587 E. 1°th &t., Bkhyn. 
Wye, Alister, Coronado J!., St. L. 

z 


Zoc .e:'s Arabian Knights, Keego Ilarbor, 


) Cass Lake, Mick. 


the operating head. 


original trio. 


derson will handle these, 


Entire gate goes to the musicians 


musicians-to-be are studying these 


music, 
somewhat disproves the Musicians’ 


burning. 


Two veteran songsmiths, Lee S. 


miles apart. 
every so often to which to fashion 
to a 1,000,000-copy hit. 


those halcyon days of t. p. a. 


rolls and sheet music. 


George Gershwin is composing a 


the Hoffman hour whereon Levant 


performed at that time. 
Levant has composed ‘Sonatina’ 
will publish. 


the popular song, ‘My Silent Love.’ 


the publicity it would entail. 


sonalities. A personal tiff between 


Buck and E. C. Mills ex-ofiicio. 











to operate the refreshment concession. 


Inside Stufl—Music 


The strong personal friendship existing between DeSylva, Brown & 
Henderson and Bobby Crawford tigured in their acquiescence to Craw- 
ford taking over the firm bearing their name, of which he had been the 
president all along, and organizing a special subsidiary, Elar Music Co., 
to publish on a 50-50 basis the Brown-Henderson stuff, with Crawford 
DeSylva is not in on Elar because he is so much 
tied up on the Coast with pictures (he may return to Fox as an associaie 
producer), and is also writing ‘Humpty Dumpty’ for example, with Lau- 
rence Schwab, Dick Whiting and Nacio Herb Brown. 
(Lew), no relation, is writing exclusively with Ray Henderson of the 


Another Brown 


While DeSylva on his own is a free-agent, he is also writing some 
pops with Jimmy Hanley, Whiting and others, 


DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 





Popular concerts at Hollywood Gardens, the film city's attempt at an 
outdoor near-beer garden, opened July 24 with Heinrich Hammer con- 
ducting a 75-piece orchestra of first quality. 
tables where the assessment is 50c. 


Top is 30 cents excep. at 


with owners of the property content 
Opening drew poorly. 





Steel guitar and piano accordion are the two musical instruments now 
in most demand as reflected by sales. 


No particular theory as to why 
instruments in preference to otiers. 


Neither are particularly conspicu%us on theo radio. 
Saxophone remains a strong seller and choice of new pupils taking up 
Banjo is also strong. Ukulele saiazs has fallen way off, waich 


Union fear that the country would 


be flooded with these ‘cigar-bo:es.’ This wes the official reason the un‘cn 
refused to admit May Singhi Breen to membership as a ukulele player. 





Mayfair manner of New Yerk band leader has the music publis>ers 
Established custom of doing buriness direct with the pilot of 
the combo is out as far as this lad is con :erned, 

Publishers’ reps, who come c:-lling with a new piece of music, are in- 
variably advised by this maestio to take it up with his secretary, 





Roberts and J. Will Callahan, who 


produced ‘Smiles,’ ‘Tell Me’ ard other song hits, are now scattered 3.000 
Roberts is selling pianos on the Coast and Callahan, blind 
for years (he’s the lyricist of the twain), is in semi-retirement in Flo ida 
ard comfortably situated financially. 


Music publishers send him a title 
a lyric. 


Roberts’ instrumental hit, ‘Ching-Chong’, made tin pan alley hisicry 
in that it was a piano roll of the novelty instrumental which startc«d it 
Same went for ‘Cecile’ and ‘Millicent,’ whic’, in 
(to hear the music pubs talk) were n m-' 
bers which were higuly productive of revenue both from disks, piano 





new rumba which will be introd: ocd 


on Aug 16 at the Lewisohn Stadium by Oscar Levant. pianologing to 
either Albert Coates or William Dailey’s baton. 


Latter is the maestro of 
is piano soloist. 


Gershwin’s ‘An A:nerican in Paris’ an@ ‘Concerte in will also be 
Levant is Gershwin’s favorite piano interpr< ter. 


for Paul Whiteman, which Roblins 





Emulating the ‘Jazz Nocturne’ idea, which Paul Whiteman also fea- 
tured, Shapiro-Berns‘ein is issuing a popular song based on the sym- 
phonic tone poem by Peter De Rose and Carles Harold. 
has written ‘Nightfa'l’ based on the chief strain of the symphony. 

Similarly, Dana Suesse’s ‘Jazz Nocturne’ furnished the chief strain fer 


Sam M. Lewis 





Guy Lombardo almost started suit against Paramount for allege Jly 
unauthorized use of his nanie in advertising ‘The Big Broadcast,’ for.'i- 
coming radio film made by Par, but decided not to bother even despite 
This was prompted by the orche: 1a 
leader’s relations with Publix on theatre bookings. 

Par had announced Lombardo in ads as performing in ‘Broadcast’ 
which also has Bing Crosby and Burns ard Allen among its radio pe - 


Crosby and the Lombardos, and al«© 


a matter of billing, kept the latter out of the Par film. 





Tin Pan Alley’s committee representing the songwriters and publishers 
in the parleys with the radio interests on a radio-muric tax comprires 
Edgar Bitner (Feist), Robert Crawford (D-Sylva, Brown & Henderson), 
Custave Schirmer, Edgar Leslie, Jerome Korn, Otto Harbach, with Gene 


a — 





Ross-Fenton Farm 


Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 1. 

For years this roadhouse has 
been at the top of the list among 
elass spots along the Jerse; ccast. 
[t’s still there with a $2 couvert on 
week nights and $3 on week ends. 
But despite this tap, which is stiff 
for even the Ross-Fenton custom- 
ers, it is getting the biggest share 
of what’s left of the roadho.se biz 
around here. 

Lill is changed weekly and that’s 
necessary because this place gets a 
big repeat trade. When caught, 
Ve'oz and Yolande and Carolyn 
Nolte shared the to» billing. Both 
are of the type that is a cinch with 
the Ross-Fenton trade. Veloz and 
Yoande scored nicely with their 
daicing as did M’ss Nolte with her 
son ;7s, all pops, #nd fine. 

Smith and Horbert, song:ters, 
round out the flsor entertainment. 
Rex Reynolds haidles the m.c. end 


and gets his stuff over in food 
sty’e. Reynolds knows what they 
want here ani gives it to ’em. 
Henry King, whose band plays 
during the winter at Frank Ford’s 
Embassy Club in Florida, jurnishes 
the music. This is King’s third 
season at the Farm, and ihe has 
built up a following among 1° e so- 


ciety set. 


Coakley in Oakland 
Hollywood, Aux. 1. 
Tom Coakley’s orchestr: from 
the Athens club, Oakland, opens at 
the Roosevelt hotel here, Aux. 15. 
Replacing Henry Halstead’: com- 
bo. 


Pipiig Rock Operators 
Charged with Gambling 
Get Restraining Order 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 1. 

Piping Rock, exclusive night 
club near here, can be operaicd 
during the racin: season, for lezal 
business, by the Piping Reck- 
Saratoga, Inc., Si preme Court Jus- 
tice Brewster decided. 

Flat Rock Holding Corpora’ ‘un, 
as owners of the property, made 
charges asainst the tenant with 
regard to the clul’s use as a giim- 
bling resort, and to alleged fraud 
in extending the ierm of the leare. 
The i-straining order remains in 
effect only until September, wi«n 
trial of action is to take place in 
Supre ne Court. 








In asking an injunction agai st 
the tenan*, the J‘lat Rock ccs). 
claimed the lessee company, heacod 
by Peter J. Sulliven, had hired t's 
club for ai illegal business, inclu.d- 
ing gambling, and that the extend « 

term of one year, with an option of 
; renting fur eight more years, vss 
| inserted in a cla. -e typewritten in 


| the leave without knowledge of t: 
owners, 
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Jury in Los Angeles Superior 
court refused to award parents of 
10-year-old Margaret Gilchrist 
damages against the Venice Giant 
Dipper Co. for injuries to her 
shoulder while on the ride, 
were awarded defendant, 





Amador Acosta, actor, says the 


Mission Play owes him $32. 





W. A. Quinlan suing RKO-Pathe 
and A. J.. Larsen, studio truck 
driver, for $78,000 damages arising 
from auto accident, 





Petition in bankruptcy filed by 
Josephs, Inc., Wilshire eatery, by 
Morris Berliner, president. Lists 
$14,384 in liabilities and assets of 
$5,566. 


Seeking $7,500 for the loss of a 
117-year-old necklace, Mrs. Stanley 
Immerman, wife of the Universal 
studio physician, brought suit in 
Superior court against the Liver- 
pool and London and Globe Insur- 
ance Company, of San Francisco, 
which issued a policy on the jewels. 








Dr. Stanley Immerman suing Mrs. 
Louis Sarecky for $1,000 alleged due 


Costs | 


Max Lerner, singer, goes into 
Fanchon & Marco’s Vera Gordon 
unit, Only principal so far set. 

Old Pathe Studio corporation filed 
suits to enforce payment of bal- 
ances due on sale of short ends of 
negative against Fred C. Dawes 
for $114 and Associated Film En- 
terprises for $99. 





Bela Lugosi's bank account of $28 
and a safety deposit vault attached 
by J. Fassett, assignee of a Holly- 
wood carpenter shop, to Satisfy 
judgment of $279. 





M. Reingold, Hollywood jeweler, 
suing to collect $1,853 alleged due 
from Alan Crosland and his wife, 
Natalie Moorhead. 





Petition in bankruptcy filed by 
Reginald H. M. Travers, writer and 
former head of San Francisco Play- 
ers theatre. He places his liabili- 
ties at $1,856 and assets at $250. 





J. Donald MacKenzie, assistant 
director, has liabilities of $4,375 and 
$279 assets. His wife, Elinore Jack- 
son McKenzie, actress, says she 





for medical services, 


owes $4,290, but has only $50 cash. 





Radio Reports 


(Continued from page 50) 


as psychological bally for Pond’s. 
' Lee Wiley was featured guest 
soloist with Reisman, opening with 
‘South in My Soul,’ of her own writ- 
ing and singing. She is an appeal- 
ing songstress, who is in for a radio 
build-up and.very likely to click on 
her own. 

In between Reisman mixes it up 
with rhumbas and rhythms in high- 
ly effective manner. Abei. 





DON De LEO 
Songs 
15 Mins. 
Sustainin bd 
WMCA, New York 

Don De Leo is billed as the ‘aristo- 
crat of song’ and to prove it he has 
two pianos backing him up. With 
that flossy monicker, that’s about 
what you might expect in the bill- 


ing. 
A pleasant enough tenor, if in- 
nocuous. A one-to-fill. Abel, 





Budapest 





(Continued from page 10) 


tremendously. Whereas ‘Love Pa- 
rade’ was one of the hits of last 
year, ‘Smiling Lieutenant’ had a 
moderate appeal and ‘One Hour 
with You’ fell flat. Marlene Diet- 
rich did not please Hungarian audi- 
ences in ‘Dishonored,’ but more than 
made up for it in ‘Shanghai Ex- 
press.’ 

In spite of good publicity ob- 
tained by being twice rejected by 
the censor and finally permitted by 
the: Home Office, ‘American Tra- 
gedy’ appealed to the press more 
than to the public. ‘Skippy’ and 
‘Tom Sawyer’ had much success 
with the kids, being shown at mati- 
nees only. 

Metro-Goldwyn 
‘Trader Horn,’ 2 theatres, 5 weeks. 


‘Cuban Love Song,’ 1 theatre, 6 
weeks, 

‘Inspiration,’ 2 theatres, 3 weeks. 

‘Romance,’ 1 theatre, 3 weeks, 

‘Divorce,’ 2 theatres, 2 weeks. 

‘Sidewalks of N. Y.,’ 2 theatres, 
2 weeks. 

‘Daybreak,’ 1 theatre, 1 week. 

‘New Moon,’ 2 theatres, 1 week. 

‘Sin of M. Claudet,’ 1 theatre, 2 
weeks. 

‘Trader Horn’ was undoubtedly 
the greatest success materially. 
‘Cuban Love Song’ was the first 
Lawrence Tibbett picture to be ap- 
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RKO STATE LAKE 


CHICAGO 


BILL ROBINSON 
And His All Colored Revue 
“HOT FROM HARLEM” 
On Screen 
“MYSTERY RANCH” 




















preciated in Budapest, and Metro’s 
local branch people did not expect 
such a response, Neither Ramon 
Novarro nor the great Greta could 
record hits in Budapest this year. 
Radius, Metro’s Budapest theatre 
managed by the local branch, had 
an exceptionally good season. This 
was due partly to the fact that it 
has the best cooling equipment in 
this city. 

Universal 
‘East of Borneo,’ 4 theatres, 3 
weeks, 
‘Seed,’ 2 theatres, 1 week. 
‘Dracula,’ 1 theatre, 3 weeks. 


‘Resurrection,’ 2 theatres, 1 week. 
Universal-Tobis 


‘Der Storch streikt,’ 2 theatres, 2 
weeks. 
‘Falsche Flagge,’ 
weeks. 
‘Steinreicher Mann,’ 1 theatre, 2 
weeks. 
‘Bobby geht los,” 
weeks, 
‘Seitensprunge,’ 1 theatre, 2 weeks. 
‘Geheimagent,’ 1 theatre, 2 weeks. 


Warner Bros—First National 


‘Three Faces East,’ 1 theatre, 2 
weeks. 


‘Sacred Flame,” 
days. 

‘Kismeth,’ 3 theatres, 1 week. 
‘Svengali,’ 1 theatre, 1 week. 

WB got bad returns in Budapest 
this season because it was able 
to sell very little to first-run ex- 
hibitors and was obliged to hand 
over most of its production to 
the so-called second-week theatres 
which were unable to pay adequate 
prices. The same applies to most 
Fox pictures. Great expectations 
attached to ‘Liliom,’ screen adapta- 
tion of the Molnar play, failed to be 
realized. 

Fox’s local branch experimented 
with educationals, but with scant 
success. They attempted a merger 
with Orion theatre for the purpose 
and gave three or four educational 
programs, consisting mainly of Fox 
newsreels and travelogs, but ap- 
parently it wasn’t good enough and 
Orion theatre returned to feature 
programmers. 

Outstanding among German suc- 
cesses were operette films directed 
by Bolvary, the Hungarian director, 
in Berlin, such as ‘Liebeskom- 
mando,’ ‘Zwei gluckliche Herzen.’ 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


(Continued from Page 35) 


and eccentric comedy of the capable 
Moran. Much of the comedy patter 
sprouted whiskers, but garnered 
laughs due to Moran’s knack of put- 
ting it over. Withers is good look- 
ing, and that about lets him out. 
Jay Seiler and Frances Wills 
close with a satisfactory dance act. 
Seiler holds the attention with his 
comedy, eccentric and_ inebriate 
numbers, and Misy Wills is efficient 


1 theatre, 4 


3 theatres, 2 


2 theatres, 10 
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eshoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESH 


QOP—1552 BROADWAY 


in her contortionistic work, A nov- 
elty is a dance by Seiler on half- 
hoops. 

Screen offerings included ‘Tom 
Brown of Culver,’ ‘So This Is Hol- 


lywood,’ a cartoon comedy and 
Pathe News. Fair biz at this early 
evening show. J Rees. 





PAVILION, LONDON 


London, July 23. 

This week's bill at the London 
Pavilion easily ranks as the best 
the house has had since opening. 

Lately, the Pavilion bills have 
not been as good as they started 
out, with a preponderance of dance 
acts letting the house down and 
the attendance suffering in conse- 
quénce, 

Of the 14 acts five are American 
and newcomers to this house, with 
Jack North making his first Eng- 
lish appearance. North’s personal- 
ity and banjo work is good, while 
his patter will be much better 
when he becomes acclimatized. 

The Three Sailors have had many 
copyists since they were a riot at 
the Palladium, some four years ago, 
but they are still the best of their 
kigd and sure show-stoppers. 
Bobby Pinkus assisted by Isobel 
Dwan, originally brought over here 
for the Palladium, has played 
around here spasmodically, and 
seemingly could r0t get a real 
break. Booked by John Southern, 
against the wishes of Henry Sherek, 
Pinkus shapes up as one of the best 
things the house has played, prov- 
ing that bookers are not always 
right. Pinkus has been held over, 
and has several return dates. 

Lowe, Bernoff and Wensley are 
still a big hit here, despite having 
played the Palladium for four 
weeks, which shovys there is no op- 
position between these two houses. 
Mary Lee is another who has been 
around here before, and is now be- 
ing boosted as an Indian. If that be 
so, she is the only one of her kind 
coming from the Bronx. 

Rest of the bill comprises Gerlys 
and Lysia, French comedy dance 
team, who should do well in Amer- 
ica, where they are due in the fall; 
Stetson, who has played America 
and is returning shortly; Edwin 
Lawrence, Gilbert and French, Vic- 
tor Moreton and Philip Moss-Ver- 
non’s ‘Memories of Yore,’ all stand- 
ard names. 

Naunton Wayne is still doing the 
compere honors, and Harry Roy’s 
band supplies the background for 
the cabaret part of the show. 

Bill costs around $5,500, which is 
good value, and should yield profit. 
Business for night shows absolutely 
capacity and afternoon shows 
healthy. Jolo. 


FOOTLITES 


(Continued from page 45) 


only wind up in the West Coast 
equivalent of Cains. Metro has just 
completed the picture version with 
Buster Keaton. 

Lyrics are about the best effort in 

the production. Staging is ragged 
throughout, as are the routines of 
the 24 chorines. Costumes are by 
Davis’ mother, 
Production is angeled by W. E. 
Stowell, financial man, who has been 
backing Davis’ production ideas 
here for several years, This is about 
their fifth venture, none having 
made money. ‘Footlites’ won't spoil 
the record, Yall, 


In the Best of Families 


Hollywood, July 29. 

Farce comedy in three acts by Russell 
Medcraft, Maurice Braddell and Anita 
Hart. Presented at the Hollywood Play- 
house July 28. Directed by Charles King. 
Cast: Victor Donald, Harry Hollingsworth, 
Vane Calvert, Virginia Thornton, Lyman 
Williams, Harold Kinney, Benet Bernay, 
Winston Hibler, Alice Holcomb, Leslie 
May, James Dillon, Grace Hayle, Bonnie 
Lindstrom, Howard Davis. 








So-so stock company presentation 
of what should be a shocker, but 
which fails to bring out the antici- 
pated tingle, despite plethora of 
racy, small-time vaude gags. Laughs 
based on three acts of attempts 
to name the father of the door- 
step, baby. Blowoff is the a.k. 
grandpop hobbling downstairs to 
claim it for his own. 

Play has been done in New York, 
probably with more finesse in act- 
ing and direction. 

Winston Hibler, juvenile; Vane 
Calvert, as the giddy mother, and 
Grace Hayle with a bit, stand out. 
On» setter, and non-union crew, but 
Equity cast. Hooked up at less than 
$2,000 weekly, with house said to be 
getting 10% of the take. At that 
figure, may hold on for few weeks. 
Top is $1.50. 


PUBLIC SERVANT 


Los Angeles, July 26. 

Combining two local _ political 
scandals—the conviction for bribery 
of former District Attorney Asa 
Keyes and the attempted frame of 
Police Comruiissioner Walkup—David 
Hillman, picture house p.a. has 
built a 21-scene play that is above 
the average for little theatre rendi- 
tion. Running six days at the tiny 
Egan, little business either antici- 
pated or realized. 

Action rose out of the rut several 
times, notably in the first prison 








cell scene, with its background of 





mumbling from the other cells. 
Story builds well, but lacks reality 
because of poor dialog in many 
scenes. Stage was divided into four 
boxlike rooms, with scenes very 
much on the blackout order, 

Only two players showing any- 
thing were Lynn Macklin, as the 
d.a., unpolished, but with good 
characteristics, and Sid Sanner, as 
his cellmate. Latter, if taken in 
hand, might be developed into a 
first-rate character juvenile. 

Cleaned up, script might be ped- 
dled as an indie feature, it being on 
a par with most dramas ground out 
as double-bill fodder, 


REUNION IN VIENNA 


Los Angeles, July 25. 


Comedy in three acts and two scenes, 
starring Ina Claire. Presented by Belasco 
& Curran in association with the New 
York Theatre Guild at the Belasco, July 
25. Written by Robert E. Sherwood. 
Staged under the personal direction of 





Miss Claire. Scale, $2.75 top. 

Kathie ..... cocccvcccseseccces aeme Gray 
LAUNGTYMAN oe. ceceeveseseess- Lert Sprotte 
Blena - ....eecee socccccccostece. tah Clalse 
Dr. Anton KruG.coceeesoeess William Stack 
TIBO cocccee cccccccccccscccesmathieen Fits 
nh: wh nek seveccceccccccees ORck Thomas 
Herr Kru@......seeeeeeeeee Walter Poulet 
Frau Lucher........+++ esses Ethel Griffies 
Countess Von Stainz........Hilda Graham 
Count Von Stainz......+....-Herbert Evans 





Out here they do things their own 
way and then want to know what's 
wrong. For L. A. this is a starring 
affair for Ina Claire. It was also 
staged under Miss Claire’s personal 
direction. It makes it purely a 
Claire affair. 

Production is present primarily 
to catch Olympic visitors and is 
staged most economically. The 
producers figure the Claire name 
will draw for two weeks anyway 
and that the out-of-towners will 
help for another couple of stanzas. 
After that it makes no difference. 

Los Angeles, of recent years, has 
seen many excellent plays, care- 
lessly cast. This is another. 

Donald Brian neither looks the 
part nor plays it smoothly enough 
opposite Miss Claire. It makes it 
that much easier for her to run 
away with the performance. 

With the exception of Walter 
Poulet, as Herr Krug, aad Wil- 
liam Stack, as Dr. Krug; balance of 
the players are meaningless. 

Ung. 





No Free Air 





(Continued from page 1) 


Franklin D. Roosevelt himself for 
the requested Saturday (30) night 
spot or nothing. And it was Roose- 
velt NBC got, Other chain picked 
up this info after it had set the 
Farley date. 

In getting together on the gratis 
campaign ban, the networks’ reps 
expressed the view that the chains 
had made sufficient sacrifico of their 
facilities during the political con- 
ventions and that the sooner they 
let the parties know that the kilo- 
cycles would only be available on a 
pay-as-you-go basis the better it 
would be for all concerned. Alliance 
on this point was consummated, in- 
cidentally, the day after Farley ina 
newspaper interview had voiced the 
forecast that it looked as though 
both major parties would have to 
depend on radio for the most im- 
portant part of their campaigning 
this year. 

Foreseeing that the parties would 
be faced with a tough financing 
problem, NBC figured that it would 
lend a helping hand by trying to get 
some of their commercials to con- 
tribute their periods to occasional 
broadcasts of, at least, the presiden- 
tial candidates. Advertisers ap- 
proached unanimously gave the idea 
thumbs down. 





Chicago, Aug. 1. 


Following the habits of politi- 
cians both the Democrats and the 
Republicans will rely upon ‘dona- 
tions’ in radio broadcasting this 
fall. Present indications are that the 
preservers of the republic will do a 
lot of high class hinting and that 
big radio advertisers will deem it 
expedient to donate time on their 
programs to the windjammers, 

It is pointed out that at the last 
election the prosperous Republicans 
announced they would spend $500,- 
000, but actually spent about $350,- 
000 for radio time, while the Demo- 
crats spent much less. This year 
with campaign chests not bursting 
the nétworks don’t contemplate see- 
ing much negotiable paper from 
either party. But they do expect to 
be visited often by suggestion-bear- 
ing emissaries of the two big camps. 
Whether the Socialists, as the third 
party, will get any similar cour- 
tesies is doubtful. The average big 
business sponsor of a radio program 
would probably have an epileptic 
seizure if it were suggested that 
part of their time be donated to the 
Socialist creed. 

Lucky Strikes last spring in do- 
nating alternate programs to Dem- 





ocrat and Republican spokesmen 
set the precedent and became the 
model most admired by the politi« 
cians themselves, 

Its a well known cxiom in publie 
cation c'rcles that political adver. 
tising uniess placed through a rep. 
utable advertising agency must be 
paid in advance, 


Behind the Keys 


(Continued from page 19) 


owners, Haring & Blumenthal, by 
Consolidated Amusement Enter. 
prises. House reopened with Wally 
James manager, James formerly 
had the RKO Fordham, 











Reading, Pa. 
Len Morgan is back in New York 
following closing of the Reading, 
Pa., house he was operating for 
Warners. 





Newark, N. J. 
Warner changes include appoint« 
ment of Bill Weldon as manager of 
the Central and George Baer to the 
Savoy. 





Ciosing of Skouras’s Terminal 
sends Edgar Wallack, manager, to 
the Rockland, Nyack. 

————— 
Seattle. 

Homer Gill now assistant in 
Frank Newman, Sr., with offices in 
Fox West Coast division here, 





Port Washington, L. f. 
Fred DuVon, former manager of 
the Lido theatre, Long Beach, is 
new manager of the Beacon the- 
atre here, He succeeds William A. 
Levey. 





Vineyard Haven, Mass. 
Vineyard Theatres, Inc., has 
acquired the Vineyard Haven the- 
atre. Alfred Hall is managing. 
Company just granted permit for 
Sunday shows at Oak Bluffs. 





Hollywood. 
Nate Hoffman appointed manager 
uptown for Fox-West Coast. Suc- 
ceeds Martin Schwartz, transferred 
to Belmont, replacing A. J. Grasgrin, 





Cleveland. 

J. L. McCurdy, RKO’s Cleveland 
division manager, has been shifted 
to Boston. Makes third change for 
him in four months. First managed 
RKO Hipp here, then the Palace and 
later succeeded J. E. Fernkoess ag 
head of Cleveland division. 

Livingston Lanning, former man<- 
ager of Palace, now managing 
Skouras Brothers’ chain in Mil- 
waukee, John Evans leaves Loew's 
Mall to become manager of road 
show No. 102 of ‘Grand Hotel,’ open- 
ing western tour in Coffeeville, 
Kans. Henry Lee, manager Loew's 
Stillman, also taking over No. 103 
company of ‘G. H.,”’ covering sticks 
in Arkansas. Lou Kozal appointed 
ad art man at Palace, 
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DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment of 
GREETING CARDS 
For All Occasions 


The Leading and 


Lar 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
in the United States 
The only Factory that 
makes any set of Reeds 
@ made by hand. 


Guerrini & Co. 
277-279 Columbus Avé. 
San F ranciseo, Cal. 


















ZX BOOKLET ON HOW 
*TO MAKE UP -. 


— CTEIN 
K Seneca UP 


M, Stein Cosmetic Co. PURITY UNQUESTIONED 
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OBITUARY 


JAMES R. QUIRK 

James R. Quirk, 48, editor and 
publisher of ‘Photoplay,’ died in the 
Hollywood hospital, Hollywood, Aug. 
1 of pneumonia, complicated with 
heart disease, after a five-day ill- 
ness. On the coast to defend the 
Alma Rubens case against his mag, 
eight days on the witness stand 
proved a terrific physical strain and 
led to the breakdown, 

Quirk was born in Boston. 

Services will be held in Hollywood 
Thursday (4), place of burial unde- 
termined. Survived by widow, the 
former May Allison; screen actress} 
also two children, Francés Denton 
Quirk and Jean North Quirk, who 
are in camp.in Maine. 

A news account appears elsewhere 
in the picture departmént. 





LEWIS JACOBSON 


Lewis Jacobson, 36,, San,, Fran- 
cisco and: Oakland ..real estate man- 
ager for RKO, died ‘July 26; in San 
Francisco, a few minutes after he 
had’ drunk poisoned liquor. Two 
police officers, who had shared the 
liquor with, Jacobson in his, office 
in the Golden Gate theatre build- 
ing, also, died, Leci®d 
_Jacobson,, was. well ,. known, .in 
coast show business.:: Before he be- 
came associated with RKO: he was 
treasurer’ of ‘the old’ Belasco’ Pic- 
ture Corp. 

Considerable mystery, surrounds 
the death of the trio. ‘ Inyestigation 
revealed that séveral other. ‘bottles 
of the same, liquor which killed the | 
trio were. without any. trace of, poi- 
son, and ‘that it was not.a poison 
usu.lly associated with bootleg. 

Jacobson is survived by his wife, 
Violet Jacobson, concert and radio 
singer. 





AUBREY LYLES 


Aubrey Lyles, 48,, of the former [ 


team of Miller and Lyles, died,.in a 
New. York hospital. July 28,. follow- 
ing an: operati i an. treatment for 
gastric: ulcers. He had been a‘pa- 
tient. about’ five weeks. 

With Flourney ‘Miller; ' ‘a ‘class- 
mate at Fiske University, he formed 
one. of the most successful Negro 
comedy teams in the. theatrical 
business and their ‘Shuffle. Along’ 
was a ‘tremendous financial and 
popular ‘success. They ‘played in 
Charlot’s' Revue in’ London in 1915 
and had appeared in George White’ $s 
‘Scandals* and a number of their 
own musical comedies. ‘Their last 
New York appearance was in ‘Sugar 
Hill’ this season. 

: He is survived by his widovrr and 
two children. 





HARRY EARL 


Harry Earl, 57, manager of 
Cohan’s Grand, Chicago, died July 
29, in Murphy Hospital, Chicago, 
from peritonitis. He was another of 
the large group of theatrical per- 
sons’ to come from Syracuse, New 
York, ; 

For many years with circuses in 
various capacities ‘Earl opened the 
Rialto theatre, Chicago, years. ago 
and was one time connected with 
Rialto, .' ‘Louis. He managed 
Cohan’'s Saud until “it closed: for 
the season. 


A widow, mother, and daughter 
survive. Burial in, Memorial .Park, 
Chicago. : 





THOMAS WEST° 


Thomas West, 73, well known 
character comedian, known as 
‘Chinese Tommy’ for-.his successful 
interpretation of oriental. charac- 
ters, died in Philadelphia, July 28. 
Death was due to liver trouble ‘com- 
plicated by a heart weakness. He 
had played in stock and vaudeville 
and was one of the early members 
of the Lubin picture stock company. 

He is suryived by his widow and 
two sons. 


HOWARD SMITH 


Howard Smith, 61, manager of 
‘Green Pastures’ since the New 
York opening, died’ Aug.° 30, of 
heart discease a few hours before 
curtain went up on the last per- 
formance in Denver, Colo. 

Company left for the east for a 
month's vacation, taking the body 





TOMMIE MALIE 
Chicago, Aug. 1. - 
Tommie Malie, 40, armless song- 
writer, died August 1 in County 
Hospital, Chicago, of pneumonia. He 
was well known to Tin Pan Alley 
and Loop. No known relatives. 





|} Clinton, Ohio. 





JOSEPHINE C. LE CROIX 


Josephine Crowell Le Croix died 
in the Brunswick home of the Ac- 
tors’ Fund, Amityville, July 27. She 
had been a -guest of the Fund for 
many years. 

She made her debut in 1879 and 
had appeared with many stars from 
Barry and Fay to Robert Hilliard, 
James A, Hearn and Frank Kee- 
nan, « 





ALBERT P. KAUFFMAN 

Albert P. Kauffman, manager of 
the Capitol theatre, Rochester, N. 
Y., died in the Genesee hospital 
there July 26. He was at one time 
publicity director for David -W. 
Griffith, and recently with the Com- 
erford enterprises. 





William R. Mays, of St. Louis, 


jan acrolat, who broke his neck in 


a 60-foot fall at 
there July 28. 


Mineola, L. I. died 





Marie. K. Neff, 31, veteran radio 
station and networ< employee, died 
suddenly July 26 following an at- 
tack of cerebral hemorrhage at her 
office in’ NBC headquarters, Chi- 
cago. Miss Neff had’ been in radio 
10 years, . starting. with KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, when it was the only 
enoerres station in: America. 





Harry C. Pollworth, 59, said to 
shave been one of the first to intro- 
‘duce a tight rope act. in yaudeville, 
died in Milwaukee following, heat 
‘prostration..,,Pollworth was,, conr 


‘nected .with the Blatz Hotel and was 


at one time vice-president of the 
‘Hotel Greeters’ of America. 





Daughter, 12,.0f Joe Howard of 
vaudeville, died July . 27 at. .Port 





Father, 67, of Edna Ryan died in 
Philadelphia July 24 of heart attack. 
‘He was a well Known physician, 





Ta. Getting Ready for 
72. Fairs. in. 3. Months 
"Des Moines, Ta., Aug. 1. 
The Iowa fair season is on this 


‘week, being ushered in tomorrow 


(Tuesday) with more than 72 county 
and sectional fairs and expositions 
to be staged during the present 
month and during September and 
October. : 

Economic circumstances have 
caused a few of the county fairs to 


‘fold, but in the main there is little 


decrease.” There has been a cut in 
schedules, fewer attractions and in 
some cases reduced premiums. 

Experiment of the North Iowa 
Free fair, Mason City, with no ad- 
mission, has led more than half a 
dozen Iowa fairs to follow suit, with 
others cutting admission charges 
radically and making special con- 
cessions to families. 

First Iowa fair to get under way 
will be that of the Henry county 
association, with dates at Mount 
Pleasant, Aug. 2 to 5. During 
August there will be 45 fairs, in 
September 25.and one each during 
October and December. 


CARNIVALS 
(For Current Week—Aug. 1-6) 


Barker, J, L., Centralia, 
Beckmann‘ & Gerety, Kenosha, Wis. 
Bernardi: Expo., Trenton. 





Bunts, Hamlet, N.C. 

Castle, Ehrlich & H., Regina. 

Conklin's Alt Can:, Melville. 

Empire City, Cambridge, Md 

Florida Exposition, Myrtle Beach (until 
Sept. 1). 

Greenburg Amm., 
Isler Greater, York 
Jones, Johnny J., 


Hastings. 


Harrisburg. 
Lang's Dee Kisberry, Mo. 
Murphy, Frank J., Yonkers, 
Pearsons, E. C., Charlestown. 
Roberts & Ramish, Windgap. 
Rogers & Powell, DeWitt. 
Shubart, Dr., Aiba. 

Snapp, Wm. R., Dell Rapids. 
Speroni, P. J., Wenona. 

West Coast Am. Co., Klamath Falls, 
West, W. E., Axtell. 
Yellowstone, Fairview. 


CIRCUSES 


(For Current Week—Aug. 1-6) 


Ore. 





Al G. Barnes 
‘Aug. 1, Sheridan, Wryo.; 2, Billings, 
Mont.: 3, Bozeman, Mont.; 4, Helona; 5, 
Butte; 6, Missoula, Mont, 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 
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SALINAS RODEO 


San Francisco, Aug. 1 

Twenty-first annual rodeo at the 
northern California town of Salinas, 
100 miles down the peninsula from 
here and en route to Los Angeles, 
felt the present cycle of reverse 
prosperity. 

Rodeo promoters are cattlemen 
and business men of the district. 








$1 an Hour Boating 





diversion grow- 
in the parks 


An aquatic 
ing in popularity 
where there is water, is elec- 
tric boats. At Playland, Rye, 
N. Y., there is a fleet of 25 of 
these boats which may be 
hired on a drive-yourself basis. 
Generally, however; an opera- 
tor is aboard with the charge 
beings $1 an hour per passenger. 
Boats are equipped with radios. 

Crafts cost $1,000 each and 
have been spotted on other 
eastern parks. 











It’s. a losing proposition for them. 
Last year the nut was $59,000 and 
the gross $42,000. This year’s gross 
may be lower. ~ Situation is more 
ticklish this year, too, because pre- 
vious donations of as high as $5,000 
from cattlemen are being shaved 
to $500. Total attendance hit 35,000 
for the four days. 

Salinas rodeo started 21 years ago 
when kids of the territory got to- 
gether at roundup time and engaged 
in riding contests.. One of the more 
commercial minded juves conceived 
the idea of a two-bit admission. 
Next year a business manager was 
added and now the rodeo: is a big | 
affair, operating at $1. general ad- 
mission with $2.50 for box seats. 

One of the directors is - Ray 
Duddy, president of the chamber 
of commerce’ and manager of the 
Fox California there. A few years 
ago he was doorman at a Market 
street picture house, 

The committee extended its aus- 
pices to. the Foley .& Burke carnival 
outfit,. which, pitched near the 
town’s outskirts and drew a good 
night play after the arena activ- 
ities were over, 


“DUTTON CIRCUS 


Medina, O., July 26. 


Dutton circus, one of the best 
known of the smaller outfits, is ex- 
periencing a good séason despite the 
depression. There has been no re- 
trenchment on this show, and while 
money is less than in former years 
at some spots, show is booked solid 
until the fall closing. 

Mrs. Nellie, Dutton, with a record 
of almost 40 years in the circus, 
continues to pilot the one-ring show 
through eastern. Ohio, western 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, 
playing major parks, and soon will 
launc.. its season of fairs in the 
midwest and south. W. Mark Baus- 
man, many years with the show, is 
still handling the business and act- 
ing as announcer and equestrian di- 
rector. 

Show is carrying 18 people this 
season, three horses, one elephant, 
camel and midget mule. Jumps are 
made by rail, with one truck carry- 
ing ‘essing tents and other essen- 
tials. 

Program, running better than an 
hour and a’ half, is well balanced 
and smooth and contains all the 
features of a three-ring circus. Cos- 
tuming is well above the average 
for a small show. Clowns number 
three, headed by the veteran Danny 
Mitchell, and they get many laughs, 
especially Mitchell’s build-ups. 

Program opens with the custom- 
ary pageant, with the entire per- 
sonnel and all stock participating. 
First number is the leaps, revived 
several years ago by the Duttons 
and capably handled by the Alex- 
ander troupe, including Ray, Bob 
and Walter Alexander,. Tony Sala, 
Mikey Kazor, Stan Chesky and 
Danny Mitchell, the latter three 
providing the comedy. Walter 
Alexander does a double over four 
horses. Routine includes high for- 
wards, wide. forwards and dives. 
Finale is a leap over all the stock, 
augmented by an automobile. A 
distinct hit and a strong opening 
number. Nellie Jordan and com- 
pany are next on the tight wire; 
wardrobe. good-looking and there is 
comedy relief. 

‘Spark Plug,’ midget mule, gets 
a big laugh when worked by Danny 
Mitchell and Mikey Kazor. Vivian 
De Vere, on the aerial trapeze, per- 
forms well. Howard Bros. next, 
with a pleasing comedy acrobatic 
turn, three in troupe. Rosella 
Sisters, using lavish wardrobe, in 
iron jaw, well received. Petite 
Evelyne, pretty blonde, doing back 
bending and hand balancing, finish- 
ing with a drop from a six-foot 
pedestal to her hands and into a 
fast routine of walkovers and flips 
for a finish. Topsy, the ele- 
phant, still a trifle slow, but sure | 
of every trick, worked by Mrs. Dut- | 
ton, proved highly entertaining. 

Dutton Equestrian Revue easily 
highlight of the performance, 
and always a flash, with some new 
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Ang. 1,: Detroit; 2, Ann Arbor: 3, Lans- 
ing; 4, Battle Creek ; 5, Benton Harbor; 
6, Hammond, Ind.; 7, Kankakee; 8 Strea- | 
tor. ; 

Ringling Bros. 

Aug. 1, .Davenport; 2, Cedar. Rapids: 3, 
Des Moines; 4, Waterloo; 5, Freeport; 6 t« 
14, Chicago, 

Sells- Floto 
Aug. ‘1, Providence; 2. Hartford: 3, Meri» 


| den; 4, New Haven; 5, Stamford, 6, Bridge- 


port 


| 


| since 
| James Dutton, does creditably. 


turn . Three snow-white horses 
draw a white carriage. 3ausman, 
who has handled the undertaking | 
the death of its originator, | 


Alexander troupe, five men and a 
woman, another strong part of the 
program. ‘They do an excellent rou- 
tine of ground and _ teeter-board | 
acrobatics. Finish trick is a triple 


igsomersault by Bobby Alexander, kid 


; side 


| charge. 


Nickel and Penny Nites, 
2-fer-1’s in Denver Parks 


Denver, Aug. 1. 

Nickel night, penny night, two- 
for-one night, or any other scheme 
to part.Denver from its money, is 
being used by the local amusement 
parks. Elitch started it with nickel 
nights. Entrance te the park. and 
all rides was a nickel, with danc- 
ing free from 8 to 10. 

Last week Elitch had a penny 
night—one ticket at the regular 
price and another for a cent. Lake- 
is using the two-for-one at 
the gate and all over. 


Mich. Fair Dates 


Lansing, 'Mich., Aug. 1. 

List of Michigan‘ fair’ dates com- 
piled by the state: department of 
agriculture follows: Aug. 9-12, St. 
Johns; Aug. 10+13, Milford; Aug. 
15-20, Ionia} Aug. 16-19, Bad Axe; 
Aug. 17/19, Cass City; Aug. 23-26, 
Caro; Aug. 23-26, Marshall; Aug. 
23-26, Yale; Aug. 24-26, Evart; Aug. 
24-27, Northville; Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 
Jackson; Aug. 30-Sept. 2, Allegan; 
Aug. 30-Sept. 2, Croswell; Aug. 30- 
Sept. 2,,-Armada} Aug. 30-Sept. 2, 
Three Oakes; Aug. 30-Sept. 2, One- 
kama; Aug. 30-Sept. 3, Alpena; 
Sept. 4-10, Detroit; Sept. 5-9, Tra- 
verse City; Sept. 6-9, Imlay City; 
Sept. 6-10, Hastings; Sept. 12-17, 
Saginaw; Sept. 12-17, Muskegon; 
Sept. 13-15; Cadillac; Sept. 13-16, 
Hart; Sept. 19-23, Adrian; Sept. 19- 
24, Centerville; , Sept. 26-Oct. 1, 
Hillsdale; Sept. 27-Oct. 1, Hartford. 

Those in the upper peninsula of 
Michigan are: ‘Aug. 15-18, Iron- 








wood; Aug. 22-27, Escanaba; Aug. 
30-Sept. 3, Marquette; Sept. 3-6, 
Pickford; Sept. 7-9, Newberry; 


Sept. 12-14, Allenville. 





Des Moines, Ia., Aug. 1. 

Seventy-two county and sectional 
fairs and expositions are to be held 
in Iowa during August. While a 
few county fairs have been discon- 
tinued or suspended for one year, 
others have announced free gates 
in the hope that it will be successful 
as the free fair experiment at the 
North Iowa fair, Mason City, Iowa. 

Under this plan no charge is made 
for admission to the grounds, al- 
though a fee is extracted for the 
grandstand. 





No Free Gate in ’33 


Keota, Ia., Aug. 1, 

The annual chautauqua, a free 
admission event this year, was 
brought to a successful close with 
the 1933 program assured, financial- 
ly and from an attendance stand- 
point. — 

Forty guarantors had pledged the 
financing of the _1933 event with 
ticket reseryations already made to 
cover ,costs. 





W. Va. Resort Sale 


Charleston, W..Va., Aug. 1. 

Properties of the Hawk’s Nest 
Rock Resort corporation, one of the 
most famous show-places in West 
Virginia, sold by special commis- 
sioners for the Fayette county cir- 
cuit court to Fred Ohlinger, of 
Lookout, for $2,190. 





of the troupe, into a chair. Ac- 


curacy and speed mark the act. 


Sandino, trained camel, worked by | 


Mrs. Dutton, does an entertaining 
rcutine. It’s one of few such ani- 
mals presented as a feature. Clos- 
ing again brings out the entire per- 


sonnel’ against a specially built 
scenic background, beneath flood 
|lights. A trio of fast-stepping girls 
| provide the finish. 

In the absence of bands at some 
spots, amplified music is used, a 


special system being carried by the 
show. A battery of flood lights also 


'is carried this season. 


looking after the 
Mrs. 


Mitchell doubles as 


Bausman is 

business, with 
Danny 
electrician. 


Dutton in| 





RINGLING SHOW 
REORGANIZED 


There has been a reorganizatiog 
of the combined Barnum & Bailey~ 
Ringling Brothers circus, now. be= 
ing officially known as Ringling 
Shows, Inc. Although the billing will 
not be changed. The new set-up ree 
places the co-partnership that heree 
tofore conducted the big top. 

Understood that when John Ring«= 
ling expanded a loan of $1,290,000 
was secured from the New York Ine 
vestors, a branch of the Prudence 
Bond Corp. Latter interests are in= 
cluded in the new Ringling corporas 
tion, but the loan appears to cons 
cern the other shows only. 

Some Ringling family trouble ig 
yet to be ironed out. Widow of the 
late Charles Ringling is said to. have 
objected to the old partnership con# 
tinuing because she had not received 
a statement from John Ringling: for 
two years, according to report. Her 
son, Robert, is traveling with the 
Ringling show for that reason. JohfR 
is the only survivor of the five Ring 
ling brothers. 

Ringling virtually straddled thé 
circus field when he took over thé 
Sells-Floto, Hagenbach-Wallace, Al 
G.' Barnes, Yankee Robinson, Buf 
falo Bill, Robinson and Forepaugt 
shows. Only four of these outfits 
are under canvas this season. Sev= 
eral were combined, reducing thé 
field of the big tops. 

Officers of the new corporation 
are John Ringling, president; Same 
uel W. Gompertz, vice presidents, 
John L. Kelly, vice president; Mra 
Charles Ringling, vice president 
Mrs. Richard Ringling, vice preal« 
dent;; Frank Bender, secretarys 
treasurer, 


at 


Ubangis Will Stay with . 
Ringling, Court Decides 
The Ubangi saucer-lips’ stay with 

the Ringling-Barnum & Bailey 

show for the rest of the season, @ 
temporary injunction against their 
appearance having been denied by 

Judge Goddard in Federal court, 

New. York, last week. 

Hugh W. Fowzer sought to ree 
strain Ringling from playing thé 
act on the ground that he has thé 
freaks contracted for a return to 
La Vulgarisation Ettino Graphique 
in Paris. Latter society controls 
the distribution of Ubangi natives 
for exhibition purposes, 

Fowzer is now after a permanent 
injunction and is aking $85,000 
damages against the American cir« 
cus in the same court. This suit 
is set for trial in November when 
the Ubangis will havé completed 
their engagement with the Ringling 
show. 

The Ubangis were engaged by 
Ringling through the French so=# 
ciety after an American vaudevillie 
and picture tour for which they 
were sub-contracted by Terry Tur« 
ner after Fowzer had brought them 
ovér.. Fowzer’s unsuccessful petie 
tion alleged that the Ringling show 
ata the act without authorizae 
tion 

Martin H. King. represents th@ 
circus interests in the case, 











Horses Free 


Vinton, Ia., Aug. 1. 

It’s a free gate at the Benton 
county fair this year, Aug. 22 to’ 25, 
to all vehicles and individuals, with 
but one exception, that’s automo< 
biles. 

Directors maintain that if an indi 
vidual can sport a motorcar he can 
spare the price of admission. 

Autoraobiles have been cutting 
into the grandstand reservations at 
most fairs, visitors electing to park 
around race track and stadium rails, 


Chas. Kenally Ill _ - 


Worcester, Mass., Aug. 1. 
Charles Kenally, secretary to John 
Ringling of the Ringling Brothers, 
3arnum & Bailey circus, has been 
in Memorial hospital since June 23, 
| Kenally was taken to the hospital 
| during the circus’ local date. 











Buckeye’s Free Talkers 
Newarl, O., Aug. 1. 
Buckeye Lake Park, near here, ig 
| giving free pictures nightly to pas 
| trons, Program are changed thre@ 
| times a week. 

This is the fourth major amuses 
ment park in central Ohio to offer 
sound films this season, others being 
Olentagy at Columbus, Meyers Lake 
at Canton and Idora Park ag 
} Youngstown. 
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ALL TIME ATTENDANCE RECORDS 
SATURDAY, SUNDAY 


And up to 5 p. m. MONDAY (Variety Press Time) 


RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


AND HER 
N. Y. Evening Post 




















“A year ago Kate Smith was one 


N. Y. Herald Tribune 
“The Palace Theatre is offering 
of the featured performers on the 
bill that set new ‘ong run records 


at the Palace Theatre. She is back 
again this week and the crowds that 
gather before the playhouse indi- 
eate that she is just as popular as 
ever. 

“In addition to singing an exten- 
sive list of songs, old ones and new 
ones, Miss Smith has branched out 
into other roles. She sponsors the 
entire vaudeville program, which is 
known as the Swanee Music Revue, 
acts at times as mistress of cere- 
monies and otherwise labors hard 
to make the Lill a success.” H. F. B. 


N. Y¥. World-Telegram 


“There is a departure from policy 
at the Palace this week. For the 
current show might hardly be said 
to be a six-act vaudeville bill. In- 
stead, it’s a miniature musical revue, 
produced and headed by the war- 
bling Kate Smith. Miss Smith calls 
her show the Swanee Music Revue.” 


WITH 


JACK MILLER 
NAT BRUSILOFF 
CHERIE and JUNE PREISSER 


AND 


CLIFF (Ukelele Ike) EDWARDS 


‘a 


this week for the first time in its 
history a short revue, produced and 
headed by Miss Kate Smith, in 
place of the regular vaudeville show. 
The piece is titled ‘Swanee Music 


Revue,’ and features Cliff Edwards, 
Jack Miller, Nat Brusiloff and his 
orchestra and Cherry Blossom and 
June Preisser. For the first time 
on a Saturday afternoon the Palace 
had a lobby full of customers wait- 
ing to be seated, after the manner 
of the cinema cathedrals. All this 
seems to testify to the popularity of 
Miss Smith, who holds the Palace 
record for length of engagement.” 


American 


“Crowds -ontinue to fill the 
Palace Theatre Saturday and Sun- 
day to see and hear Kate Smith— 
the same crowd found what they 
expected—a happy voiced Miss 
Smith.” 
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